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[his paper should have appeared in Part X as No. 212*, p. 198.) 





(20040] 
Indin Office to Foreign Office —(Received June 17.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under. 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of letter from 
the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 18th April, with 
inclosures, relative to the trade in red oxide from the Island of Hormuz, 


India Office, June 15, 1907. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 242°. 


Government of India to India Office. 


(Confidential) Simla, April 18, 1907. 

PLEASE see my letter of the February regarding the contract between 
Messrs, Strick and Go, and the Moin-ut-Nujjar for the export of red oxide from 
Hormuz, I inclose a copy of correspondenge with Major Cox on the subject, of 
which three papers have already been sent to you with my letter dated the 14th 
February last. 

We propose to postpone offering any opinion on the matter until we have. received 
any remarks that Sir C, Spring-Riee may wish to make with regard to Major Cox's 
letter of the 18th February, of which a copy las been forwarded to ‘Tehran, 

Major Cox is no doubt right in thinking that it is politically important, at the 
ure, to prevent Germany from obtaining a foothold in the Persian Gulf. 
awsain as soon as we hear from pring-Ri 

‘The copies of the original Agreements, which 
28tn December, are returned herewith as desired. 





























ompanied your letter of the 


(Signed) L. DANE, 





Tnclosure 2 in No, 242°. 
Government of India to Major Cox. 


(Confidential Fort William, January 14, 1907. 

T AM desired to forward a copy of a letter from the Secretary, Political Depart- 
ment, India Office, dated the 21st December, 1906, with inelosures, regarding a 
contract between Messrs, F. ©. Strick and Go., and the Moin-ut-Dujjar, for the sale of 
the output of red oxide of iron, mined on the Island of Hormuz 

Will you kindly send us a report on the facts as soon as possible with any remarks 
that you may haye to offer ? 

‘The previous papers were sent to you under our confidential endorsement dated the 
22nd November, 1905. 























Tnelosure 3 in No, 242°. 


Mr. Wood to Major Cox. 

Yonfidential.) 

y dear Cox, Foreign Office, Calcutta, February 28, 1907. 
IN continuation of my demi-official letter dated the 14th January, 1907, regarding 

a contract between Messrs. Strick and Co, and the Moin-ut-Tujjar for the sale of the 

output of red oxide mined on the Island of Hormuz, I inclose herewith a copy of a 


1i92l) i 




























































further demicofficial letter from the Secretary, Political Department, India Office, 
dated the 25th December, 1906, with inclosure. ‘The two Agreements referred to 
therein are inclosed in original, Kindly return these latter papers with the Report 
asked for in my demi-official letter of the 14th January, 1907. 
Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) B. WOOD. 











Tnclosure 4 in No, 242°, 


Major Cor to Mr. Wood. 
My dear Wood, 

PLEASE see your den 
Striek’s contract with the Moin 
on the same subject to you, 

‘As requested, | return the originals of the two Agreements herewith, retaiving 
copies of them for my record, 

‘The permission given by paragraph 8 of the first document to ship to Russia is 
interealing, but otherwise F have no special comment to offer, on the terms of the 
Agreements. 


Bushire, March 22, 1907. 
(ficial letter dated the 28th February, regarding Messrs. 
t-Tujjar, It erosse my letter of the 18th February 

















Yours sincerely, 
nei) P.%. COX. 








Inclosure 5 in 


Governmer 





of India to Major Coz. 





(Pelegraphic, Calcutta, March 22, 1907. 

RICK'S contract, Please refer to your letter dated the 18th February, 1907. 
Please tirward to Legation copy of the correspondence, In connection with the 
Hormuz industry, have you any special remarks to offer on question of political objections 
to development of German enterprise ? 




















Inclosure 6 





Major Cor to Government of Initia. 





(Velour 
HORMUZ, Your demiotfcinl telegram of the 
regariitie Abw Musi at conclusion of my letter, dated the 
equally to Hormus, 
Thad in mind the faet that political influence follows commercial, and the presump- 
tion int Germany aims to create basis for eventually assuming same attituile as she 
k up in regard to Morocco, ‘There are also probably strategical objections to 
Germany getting footing at Hormuz, though these are peraps remote, 


phic.) Bushire, March 
ud. Please 



















Inclosure 7 in No. 242°. 


Major Cow to Government of India 


(Contidential,) Al Sea, February 18, 1907. 
UN your demi-official letter, dated the Lith January, T was asked to report upon 
the existing position in regard to the export trade in red oxide from the Island of 
Hormuz, im connection with a representation made to His Majesty's Government by: 
Messrs, BC, Strick and Co, . 
2, ‘Dive following seem to be the three main questions brought out by the corre 
sponderice accompanying your letter on whieh information is desired — 











(1.) As to whether or not Messrs, Stri 
export of red oxide have any hearin 
to facilitate it, 





operations in connection with the 
upon the arms traffic, or are used in any way 





a 





(2) As to the measures best ealenlated to preserve the bulk of the trade in 
sh hands. 

(3) Asto the mature of the assistance which may be required by Messrs Strick, 
supposing that they are not able to remove all the oxide whieh they may. have paid for, 
and have lying at Hormuz at the end of 1907, in the event of their failing to obtain 
Suitable terms from the Moin for 1908, 








4, The first of these questions may, think, be dismissed forthwith; there being 
to the best of my belief no grounds for apprehending that the enterprise has any 
bearing on or connection with the arms traffic, or is likely to have. 

1. Before offering suggestions under the second or third heads, | request perusal of 
the accompanying Memorandum, in which I have recorded a summarized history. of 
the oxide trade and Concessions since 1890, and a statement of the existing position 
formation obtained confidentially from Mr. '?, Maleolm now agent for 

partnership with a local Persian, of the 








according to 
Messrs. Siriek and Co, and formerly a holder, 
Horinuz Concession, 

ing, as T think we may, that the facts are generally is stated by Mr. Maleolm, 
the hie! problem for consideration is as to whether Messrs, Strick have the best chance 
Of keeping the trade in their own and out of German hands (1) by working in with the 
Moin, or (2) hy endeavouring to cireumyent hin. 

In favour of the former course, which is the one I incline to, Hes the fuct 
that the Moin is now very rich and consequently commands powerful influence in 
Teliran, 

‘Vuming to the second alternative, it would seem possible from what Mr. Malcolm 
says; though not probable, that at the present moment the Moin is exploiting Hormuz, 
‘ier the provisions of a document which has just expired or ix about to do so; ant 
that the Persian Government inay, conceivably, welcome an opportunity of getting: 
another eompetitor in the ficld as a set-off to the Moin, 

‘AS to whether the document in question has or has not fallen in, or as to the 
precise terms of it, we have no information so far as Tam aware, and it is in any ease 
Important that this deficieney should be remedied as soon as possible; Dut as to the 
primary problem above stated, I fear that any attempt on the part of a British 
Competitor to oust the Moin would in all probability. prove abortive, and that in the 

er etane Bite would incur his netive ioaiity and give him an incentive to throw 
himself into the hands of the Germans altogeth 

Te will he seen that Mr. Malcolm, who is in the best position to form a correct 

opinion, considers that his present tacties are merely those of bluif, suggest, there- 
fore, that the best plan would be for the Government of India to ask Sir Ceetl Spr 
ere a ae we tates to endeavour to, obiain.« vopy/or ascertain eonfientnly {No 
terms and date of the Moin's Firman and then discuss the subject with him frankly in 
continuation of the commitnivation held with him by Mr. Grant Duff in September 1906, 
impressing on him that if he will treat Messrs. Strick fairly and give him (sie) an 
extended contract for a period of years, we shall be prepared to support him in securing 
the continuance of his Concession; whereas under contrary conditions we should 
necessarily oppose it. 
Teis, of course, possible that to hold such language with him might have the effet 
xciting his rapacity still further, but the likelihood of success can best be gauged 
His Majesty’s Minister, who is familiar with the man's character and the present 
extent of his influence, 

The third consideration, viz,,-the nature of the assistance which might be 
required or given under certain circumstances isa comparatively trivial one. If 1 under~ 
stand aright, the contingency apprehended is this: 

Messrs. Strick have contracted to take $,000 tons by the Bist December, 1907, 
‘After that they are uncertain whether they will be able to accept the Moin's terms, 
They also contemplate the possibility of being unable to remove the whole of the 
8,000 tons contracted for and paid for, by the time tkeir contract terminates, and 
fear that in the event of their not doing business with him after December 1907, the 
Moin may resell it or prevent the subsequent removal of it by Messrs, Strick, 

With regard to this apprehension I would say, firstly, that if they arrange to sound 
the Moin in good time as-to his terms and intentions for 1908, they should be able to 
make «point of providing definite arrangements for the removal of their stock by the 
end of 1907, 

‘Supposing that they failed for genuine reasons to complete their shipments and 
kept His Majesty's Government informed, it is reasonable to suppuse that His Majesty's 
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Minister in ‘Tehran would by diplomatic representation he able to clieek any attempt on 
tlie part of the Moin to defraud the British Company by any sharp practice. 

Tn condlusion, I venture to recommend that the Government of India postpone 
Teply fo the India Office until they have ascertained the views of Sir Cecil 


1g Hie 








‘Phe above was written previous to my recent visit to 
an Department letter dated the 11th February, to 
which w reply is beings dispatched under this Office No. 456, dated the 28th February, 
1907, Should Messts. Strick in the sequel obtain the Alu Musa contract, it would 
presumably. strengthen their hands considerably in resisting the Ms ‘empt to 
squeeze them in regard to the Hormuy deposits. 





Februny 28, 190° 
Shiargah or to the receipt of Forei 

















P: Z..0. 





Tnelosure § in No, 242°. 





History of the Hormus Red Ovide Industry since 1890. 





MESSRS, P. ©, Strick and Co, through their Bushire agents, have been the 
pioncers of this trade, and their vessels have exported the commodity at all events 
nce 1880-91. 
1n 1802 local inquiry showed that the cost of the oxide on the spot varied from 
Tv. Gd, to 10s, per ton, and it was said to fetch from 37s, Gd, to Sl per ton in Europe, 
awcording to quality and demand, 

Te was then estimated (0 contain S7 per cent. of iron oxide, and on t 
‘ned by Persian Bank Mining Itights Corporation” (see Curzon’s * Persia, 
Vol, Hf), formed in 1840, but since liquidated, that the exclusive right of working. 
the deposits vas covered by Ue terms of their Concession, Tt was in this latter 
comnvetion that the industry first eame into prominence. i 

‘Yous, it appwars that in November 190, General Hontum Schindler, acting: 
representative of the Corporation above mentioned, adivess ian Grand Viv 
complaining that according to a Report received from the P 
for (he exclusive working of the red oxide had been granted to one Haji Muhian 
Dabash of Bushive, notwithstanding that the right cleatly appertained to the Minin; 
Corporation, ‘he’ Grand , Aminees-Sultan, replied that for many years past the 
rod oxide hil heen worked and wsed for painting purposes, the Government taking. a 
royalty from tlie workers, and that now, simply to obviate ulty, the rights have 
‘ven given to one person, who pays the royalty, 

The royalty then paid was stated tobe 100 tomans per annum or about 171. 

Althouzh it seoms to lave been generally agreed that the claim of the Corporation 
‘vas sound, and the Company took no steps to press their rights, or to take up the export, 
anil subsequently went into liqu 

Meanwhile, dhe Concession remained in the hands of Haji Muhammad Ali, who 
soon became associnted in partnership with the British-protected Armenian firm of 

‘ln and Co,, of Bushive, and in conjunction they continued to wor 
Hormuy depnsits, theit principal, if not sole, export clients, being Messrs. B.C. Strick 














is account it 










































































anid Co, for whose steamers Messrs, Malcolm were the Bushire agents 
Refore lon, however, the Moin-etVujjar entered the lists and intrigued to get the 








Concession trausterred (0 himself, at first with partial: success, but later with temporary 

ilire sso much so hatin 1807 Messrs, Maleom succeded in obtaining in their ovn namie 
1 Royal Birman bearins the Shal’ssignature under which a lease of the Island of Hormuz 
‘vas granted ty the fit for a period of ten years from the Zist March, 1897. As soon, 

















However, as they attempted to act upon their Firman Messrs. Malcolm were vigorously, 
opposed by te Moin-et-Tujjar, and a lengthy erosssuit insured between them in ‘Tehran, 








which was watelied, on hebalt of Mess 
spired tat there were three Firnians 
to heavy bribery. 

‘A decision was eventually given by the Grand Vizier in favour of the Moin, the 
details of whieh were reported to Her Majesty's Government by the Legation in the 
Minister's despateh No, 10, dated the 24th January, 1505. 

Since that time the Moin has remained in possession tmnopposed, 

Tt ix suggested by Messrs, Malcolm that the Moin. is still holding the monopoly 
nider the terms of their own ten years! Concession of 1807 or under those of Haji Jutter 


Malcolm, by: Her Majesty’s Legation. It tran- 
n existence, and that both parties hail had recourse 
























Allowi’s Concession of Shawal 1512 (1895) which was transferred to him, and on whiel 
he relied in his suit with Messrs, Malcolm. 

Tt seems more probable, however, that on the conclusion of the suit a new Firman 
was granted to the Moin, as in June 1808 the Bushire Resideney was informed by the 
Persian Foreign Office Agent at Bushire, that Hormuz, Laral: Bustana, Henjam, &c., 
had been leased by the Moin, ‘This communication was recently referred to in Residency 
letter, dated the 24th June, 1906, to the address of the Government of India in connection 
with the question of the ownership of Larak Tsland. 

‘About the same time (July) Messrs. Ellinger moved His Majesty's Foreign Office 
suggesting the possible interference of the Persian Government under foreign pressure, 
with the Concession of their client the Moin, (Vide Legation despatch dated the 
1th September, 1906, from Mr, Grant Duil to the Foreign Office.) 

‘The foregoing summary brings the subject up to the present juncture, and Messrs, 
Sirick’s recent representation, 

‘As Messts, Maleoim are Messrs, Strick’s agents, and from their intimate connection 
nit) and interest in the trade from the Leginning are in the best position to gauge the 
prospects of it, I discussed the present situation confidentially with Mr, ‘Tigrane Malcolm 
of that firm a tew day ago. 

In the first place, it is clear that the Moin is now making a ver 
his Concession, ‘Thus -— 























profit out of 












1, He has sold’ to Messrs, Strick during 1907, 8,000 toms, at 
Od yer 
2, The cost to hint of p 
3 rans per ton 
8, Me pass for the Ul 
Mr. Maleclm, 37,000 Krai, 
His profit will hus he: 


2 
17,000 


























At all events, his net profits are estimated by Mr, Malcoln at not less than 18,0000 
Furtlier, the latter has good reason to believe that for 1908 the Moin will not be content 
swith $,000 tons, but intends to raise his minimum export demand to 10/00 tons, 
Prospects of ‘Irade. Mr. Malcolm states that the Hormuz, oxide is the best in the 
niarket ; that itis the least susceptible to the effect of sun and weather, and that the 
demand for it in Burope is steadily increasing, He adds that up to now Messrs, Strick 
have been practically the sole shipper of the commodity ; that“ Horinuz Oxide ay such 
has long since established its name and credit in commercial circles and that it, would 
take some years for any other brand to oust 
Itis to be remembered that apart from the mines in Hormuz there is oxide in 
company with salt, on Larak and Kishin Islands; in the maritime range near Bustana, 
Pohl, and Hameran on the Persian coast; as well as on the Islands of Abu Musa, and 
Sir Alu Nu'air and Dalma, appertaining to the ‘Prucial Coast (vide Persian Gulf 
Admi ion Report for 1879-1880, 
According to Mr. Maleolm, the d 




























sper the deposit is mined the better the oxide 
Hecomes, and ivisthe depth of the Hormuz exeavations whielr gives the output of the 
latter present advantage over other qualitic 

‘Phe oxide now mined from Abu Muss is not yet so good, and the sume consi 
would apply to new borings on Larak or elsewhere ; neverthiless, even at present the Abu 
Musa article would he quite good enough to mix with the Hormus article and swell the 
output of * Hormuz Oxide” as familiar to the trad 

consignment sent home by Messrs, Wonckhaus to Hamburg in April 1900. is 
understood to have as yet found no purchaser, and so far none of the German liners now 
plying regularly to the Gulf have taken any, [tis stated, however, that the first steamer 
that leaves for home lightly laden will call’and fll up at Abu Musa, 

Mr. Malcoln showed me in original a letter dated the Gth January, 1907 which he 
had received from the Acting French Vice-Cousul at Bushire in which the latter, thinking 
that Messis, Maleolm were still partners in the Hormuz Concession, informed them that 
two French firms in Marseilles were anxious to be put in correspondence with a dealer in 
red oxide of which they were prepared to take 5,000 tons annually at least 

The Moin’s Atitude—Asked his opinion of the Moin’s attitude at_present, 
Mr. Malcolm stated that in his opinion he was mainly bluffing Messrs, Strick, He 
went on to volunteer the following i i fits in with the 
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yoforence, made in Messrs. Strick’s letter of the 27th September, 1908, to the Foreign 
Ottice,* to the efforts of a German Syndicate to compete with them. 

Tierr Brown, a naturalized German of English extraction, and Lingah representative 
of Messrs, Wanekhans and Co., was in London on leave in the autumn of 1905 at the 
sujic dime as the Moin, ih London the Moin got him or his firm (Mf, Wonekhaus’ 
priveipals) to send him a telegram offering 42s. per ton for Hormuz oxide. The German 
Frm Tail not the least intention of confirming the offer, but Knowing from M. Brown's 

ints the purpose for which the Moin vas using them, they did not hesitate to send th 
red to, ‘This was forthwith used by the Moin to induce Messrs. Strick to 

taive their ofler, aid. with a successful result, as we see. M. !Srown told Mr. \t 
the story as a good joke while stationed in Bushire on his return, ‘The latter offered to 
fat 40s, or cyen By. per ton, but it was not worth their wile to 
‘nd Messrs, Wonekhauis prefer to deal with the commodity simpty on 


obj y's Minister, promising friendly 
to his Concession is not quite clear to me; it may possibly be that his Concession was. 
about to espire, ant he wanted to make sure that we had no designs in that direetion 
ourselves. 
(Signed) BP. %, COX, Major, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf 
ileuary VT. WOT. 


————— 
Inclosure 9 in No, 242° 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Confitential.) Bushire, Ne 
Ty continuation of my letter No. 2577, dated the 28th October, 
the honour to submit the’ Report called for on the subject of Herr W 
tion of rights in regard to the red oxide deposits at Abu Musi. 
TR order ta place thie ease completely hefore Government, it is necessary to give 
1y the early history of the Concession. 
‘Mw proweit Sheikh of Shargah, Sazar-bin-Khalid, supplanted his uncle Sali 
any ae ruling Sheikh, in March 1588, Sheikh Salim, realizing that he had no 
fullowing, aevejtert the inevitable, and has sinee become a pensioner enjoying more or 
ws friendly relations with his nephew 
Th the sinniner of 1898, Sheikh Sagar went on the pilgrimage to Mecca, leaving his 
fc ahove mentioned in charge of his administration at Shargah, and the latter while 
eling in Aids cayacity granted a lease of the red oxide mines on Abu Musa Island to 
vee persons, as follovs = 


(1,) Haji Massancbin-Ali @Samaiyeh" resident in Lingaly and for tie 
ay and Persian Steam Navigation Company at that port, ‘This individual is by 
origin Bahreini, and hi st claimed and received British protection on the 
trenyah of «naturalization certificate granted to his father by the Government of 
Tombay,. A separate Memorandum regarding his nationality fs attached, 

(2) AbdullicbineHfaji Hassan, son of the above. 

(3) Hsa-bin-Nbdul Latif, son of the Residency Agent, Shargah 


Bom 


‘A translation of the document granting the original Concession accompanies, ‘This 
is the Concession to which Colonel Meade referred fo on page 10 of the Persian Gulf 
‘Administration Report for 1898-0. The chief thing to remark in it is that no limit. of 
dine is stipulated for on one side or the other. Tt would have been simpler if Sheikh 
Sagar's attention had been drawn to this on his return from the Haj, but, such as it is, 
tie Agreement must be held to have been endorsed by Sheikh Sagar's subsequent action 
or inaction. 

Ti December 1904, on the strength of a Report from our Agent at Lingah, to 
the effect that Herr Winekhaus contemplated visiting Abu Musa with a view to taking 


+ ‘This mast bo the Tudian Foreign Office, There is no such letter here —W. 1. B. 
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up the export of red oxide, instructions were immediately issued to the Residency Agent 
af Shargah; and it will he seen from his two letters, of which translations are inclosed, 
that both the Sheikh of Sharzah and the coneessionnaires received specific warning 

vainst. entering into any ill-considered compact with the German firm. ‘The next 
aformation which T received on the subject, reached me by aceident on my return from 
Tudia in August Inst, and it was the entry in the diary of this Residency for the 12th 
Anuist whieh originated the present correspondence. The foregoing details bring, the 
ease up to the present time, 

{, Referring now to my ad interim Report No, 2577 of the 28th October, 1906, T 
juve the honour to report that after much fencing on the part of Hassan Samaiyeh, 
Tiave at length received a certified copy of the Agreement between him and Herr 
Wanekliaus, and append a duplicate of it. Tt will be seen that it has been executed by 
Haji Hassan Samaiyeh, claiming to act for his two partners, and gives to Here Wonek 
nus a specific monopoly of the output for four years, with preferential option to renew 
at the cnd of that period, ‘The Lingah Agent, in forvarding it, states that Haji Hassan 
sorts that “he his purchased the Chief of Shargah’s share and liolds a writing to that 
fleet from the Chief” Tam at aloss to know what that means, but am taking steps to 
ascertain 

Tn any case, the concessionnaires have behayed in a hole-and-corner and obstructive 
way and deserve no consideration from us, and it remains for Government to consider 
shether steps should not be taken to upset the arrangement, It is probable that Messrs, 
Strick and Co, would be quite ready to take up the trade on terms equally advantageous, 
for the Government of India will note from the papers forwarded to. me under Foreign 
Department, endorsement No, 4213-H,A., dated 22nd November, 1905, that they. 
ying to the Moin-ut-I ujjar for the Hormuz product more than double the rate obtained 
{y Haji Hassan from Herr Wonekhaus, In fact, F understand that Messrs. Strick were 
on the point of making the Shargah concessionnaires an offer, when they were forestalled 
by the German firm, 

‘he following arguments suggest themselves to me in connection with the 
possible withdrawal of the Concession :— 


(i) Hassan Samaiyeh, if taxed with disregard of Sheikh Sagar’s interest or instru 
tions, or of the wishes of tle Residency, would no doubt argue iat nothing had been 
permanently alienated, his Agreement with Herr Wonekhaus merely providing for a silo 
of prospective produce. 

(j2) The Agreement (ride opening lines) purports to be executed between Hu 
Wonckhaus and Mr, Hassan-bin-Semey” as “owner and holder of the Bu: Musa 
Concession,” and him only. At the end itis signed solely by the said Hassan, but he 
adds the words “wa shiirgih (“and his partners”) after his signature. It is und 
Stood that Hassan has always been the working partner, but it is doubtful whether he 
carries any document authorizing him to enter into written and unlimited contracts 
without consulting the other parties, His son Abdulla would, of course, express 
cognizance and approval of his father’s action, but the third sharer, Esa-bin-Abdul 
Tait as apparently not comslied, a ‘would no doubt record his dissent if advised to 
0 0. 

(c2) In view of advice given to the ‘Trucial Sheikhs in time past by the Resideney 

warning them against the grant of monopolies without reference to. Bushire, the {uct 
that an unlimited monopoly has been granted would afford the Sheikh of Shargah 
seasonable grounds for cancelling the Concession, 
(i. But it would seem to be unnecessary for the Sheikh, shoul! he agree to eancel 
it, to introduce any reference to instructions or advice received from the Resident; for, 
sceing that the original Concession provided no time limit on either side, there seems 
to be nothing to prevent Sheikh Sagar from withdrawing it at will, on any reasonable 
grounds; and these certainly exist in the fuct that. the commereial value of the red 
oxi has lately increased to an extent which makes the rent paid by the Concession- 
naires (260 dollars per annum) ridiculously small, Sheikh Sagar's object in resuming 
control of the red oxide export would be with a view to working, it directly for his own 
benefit in association with Messrs, F. C. Strick and Go,, or some other British firm as his 
managing agents, 


6. In short, there would seem to he no practical difficulty in. bringing 
extinction of the Concession, it would appear to be merely a question of politi 
feasibility which Government are in the best position to apprais 

It may be that the potential value of the red oxide deposit, which is difficult to 
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gauge, is not of very great magnitude, but the political importance at the present 
Functure of preventing the acquisition by Germany of vested interests in the Gulf can 
hardly, be questioned. 


Tnclosure 10 in No, 242*. 





Memorandum regarding Antecedents and Nationality of Hassancb 
Lingah. 


ACCORDING to a Report from the Residency Agent at Lingal, who is well 
acquainted with the history of the family, Ali-bin-Hamad-bin-Samaiych, was a native of 
Bahrein, and emigrated to Lingah sixty years ago, duting the Arab occupation, 
accompanied by lis tvo sons, Hassan and Hainad, toxether with many other Babe 

Mie father and sons worked for many years as nakhodas on board sailing-vessels to 
Indinn and other ports, and for thirly: yeurs were treated like other immigrants by the 
Governors of Lingah, that is, as subjects of the local Sheikh, 

‘Who father, Ali, died in Lingah, and Hassan afterwards obtained a certifi 
British: naturalization trom the Government of Bombay. In virtue of that certificate 
he hay been considered as under British protection by the Persian authorities, aud. las 


li Samaiyeh of 









































ots, among 
who, in his Petition wrote, thank G 
Government, and she will not allow her subjects to be oppressed.” 
tion was in both eases tacitly accepted by the local authority, and action taken in 
pursuance of that title, 

Avclaim in his nme is included among a number of others, preferred by British 
subjects after the recapture of Lingah, in the list of cases submitted to His Majesty's 
Lowation in August 1905, a8 outstanding against the Persian Government. 
(Signed) P. Z, COX, Major, 

Political Resident in the Persian 


1, 1 am under the protec 





















Bushire, Novenber 20, 1906. 


Tuclosure 11 in No, 242°, 


Agreement respecting the Red Osride Mines on Abu Musa Island. 


(‘Pranstution,) 
BH it known to all who may see this that 1, Slem-bin-Sultan-bin-Sugger el 
Kasemi, let on Tense all the ved oside mines situated on the Bu Musa Island to Haj 
Hassanebin-Ali Sumaiyeh, Abdullacbin-Fasin and Abdul Latif, from the pres 
date for suet: a perioil as they may wish to hold the i 
pay: me 250 Freneh dollars per T have likewise arran; 
wished to land Mubar” amd “Zenni” oysters in the island: for commercial purpos 
they stionld pay: me landing fee at the rate of 100 dollars per mensem, TL have 
ziven em permission to dig wells to supply water to their men who are working on the 
Fed oxide mines, and T will pay, considerations and respects to their men who are working 
on the wine’ 
Thave perhaps made out certain Agreements previous to this, ‘They do not hold 
ood, anul this Agreement is to be acted upon, 
Written in duplicate on the 1Sth Zidkedih, 1819 (10th April, 1898), 
(Signed) SALEMLBIN 











nt 
¥y should 
with them that if they 























SUL 





Sheikh Salem-bin-Sultan confirmed the contents of this document, 
Witness 
(Signed) 





i. RAuMAN, 

DULL. 

s-Aunor, Ramtas. 
SULTS 





























































Tnclosure 12 in No. 242°, 


The Residency Agent, Shargah, to Major Cox, 
January 16, 1908. 
TN reply to your letter, dated the 8rd December, 1904, I beg to inform you that, 
directed by you, | informed the Chief of Shargah and his uncle Sheikh Salem-bin- 
tan that they should not enter into any agreement or arrangement with Robert 
‘onekhaus, the German merchant, before consulting the Resident, and that they have 
assured ine that they would not engage in the maiter without the knowledge of the 
Resident. 
News reached me that the said Robert Wonckhaus visited Bu Musa Island, 
inspected the red oxide mines, ve,, and left the island, ‘The arrivals from Bu Musa 
report that Robert Winekhaus had promised to return to the island in a few days, 





Tnclosure 18 in No, 242°. 


‘The Residency Ayent, Shargah, to Major Coz. 


January 18, 1905. 
ember, 1904, inclosing copy of a letter 
of the red oxide mines, &e,, in Bu 
Musa Island, Ubeg to state that Sheikh Salem-bin-Sultan, Haji Hassan Samaiyeh and 
their partners still continue their Agreement which I had reported to you in my letter, 
dated the 27th March, 1902, and I have not yet heard if any communtentions have been 


IN answer to your letter, dated the 31st Dee 
from the Residency Agent, Lingah, on tle subje 





made between M. Wénckhaus and Sheikh Sugger and his uncle, Sheikh Salen 
Sultan, whether direct or indirect, 

I interviewed Haji Hassan-bin-Samaiyel, and informed him of M. Robert 
Wonckhaus’ intentions as regards the red oxide mines at Bu Musa and my son, Isa, 
being one of his partners in those mines, | impressed on Haji Hassan not to enter into 
partiership with the said Robert Wonekhaus or any foreign merchants, [Haji fussan 
agreed to what I told him, 





in- 











Tnolosure 14 in No, 242°. 


Contract between Mr. Hassan C. Semey, Lingah, Owner and Holder of Bu Musa 
Concession, und M. Robert Wonckhaus, Lingah. 


___HASSAN ©, SEMBY agrees to deliver to M, Rober Wénekhaus, Lingah, during 
four years, heginning with the Ist June, 1906, every year 2,000 to 5,000 tons of 
20 ents, oxide of iron of the Island Bu Musa, same quality ax Uie 700 tons shipped by 
M, Robert Wanekhaus in March 1900, M. Robert Wonckbaus. axrecs, to take at least 
every year 2,000 fons, and if he wants so, and there is sufficient good stuff on the island 
ich hie approves, up 5,000 tons yearly, 

The price is fixed at 15s, Gd. per ton of 20 evts., usual weight conditions, freight 
and charge free on board steamer “ Bu Musa,” to be weighed on board, 

_ Hassan ©. Semey gives the entire monopoly of Bu Musa oxide to Robert 
Wincklaus during the terms of the contract; he is not allowed to sell or dispose of 
otlicrwise any quantity of Bu Musa during the term of this contracts but it is agreed 
upon that Hassan is permitted to export to India for his account during this yeur wliat 
ic His sold already to India, and which he gives as 700 tons, and besides that every 
Jear from 1907 about 5,000 to 6,000 bags of 1 ewt. (4,000 to 5,000), 

has to deliver daily alongside if in bays 200 tons, oF in bulk 150 tons, 

Payment for every lot which is to be shipped: half the amount 

ordered, and the other half when the lot is being shipped, 
Advance to he paid by M, Robert Wincklaus to Hassan 2,000 rupees whenever 
Hassan calls for it and receipt to be taken for it. This advance to remain with Hassan 
until the end of this contract. 
W are this contract comes to an end, M, Robert Wonekliaus has the preference 
1521 
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he desires s0, at same price and conditions, or 
a 


for a new contract of Bu Musa contract i 
fat any rate at the price of otiter serious buyer. Alone the English text of this cont 


will Hiold good, 
(Signed) ROBERT WONOKHAUS. 
W. E, KIRKPATRICK, 
(Seal.) 


MASSAN-BIN-ALT SAMALYEIL 
‘and his partners). 





Lingah, June 1, 1906, 


Copied by Sheikh Hoosain, Sub-Postmaster, Lingah, 
Wigned) Sheikh Hoosars, 
‘Sub-Postmuster. 












Note.—‘The Residency Agent, Lingab, states that the document was in the had 
writing of M. Carstein, the representative of Herr Wonekhaus at Lingab, wh 
Knowledge of Bnglish is erude, 












Tnclosure 15 in No, 212". 
Major Cox to Government of India 


(Contidentiat,) Bushire, December 16, 19 

1 HAVE the honour to refer to paragraph 3 of my letter dated the 2 
November, 1908, on the subject of the Alm Musa Concession, in which 1 
that 1 was taking. steps to ascertain what Has-an Samaiyeh meant when 
Hind  puretiaged the Chief of Shargah’s share” init, [have sinee received further vews 
from the Residency Agent at Lingal. 

9. [twill he remembered that the original Concession was granted by Salim-bin- 
Sultan on the Oth April, 1898, during Sheikh Sagar’s absonce, On the latter's return 
from Mecen he evidently claimed to hecome a partner in the concern, and was admitt 
‘us such by the others; butw few montis later he transferred his interest in it to one 
Vusulsbin-Abdullah, who, again, was eventually bought ont by Hassan Samaiyel in 
December 1900. Copies of the three documents setting forth the transfers are appended 
with translations, 
also forward a copy of the original Concession of 1808, as desired in Foreign 
partment telegram dated the M4th iistant, In submitting it, T have to request that 
te translation whieh [furnished with my letter of the 20th ultimo the word ma 
may he altered to “annum.” The latter word is correctly given in the translation of 
1808 on my record, and that fact must account for my not having noticed the clerisal 
error whew dispatching my letter just quoted, 

4, he conduct of the Residency Agent. at Shargah in connection with this 
Concession does not appear to me blameless from the first; and although he heart of 
the deal with Hert Wonekhaus from Hassan Samaiyeh himself’ in Jime Inst he mate no 
report of it to mez F-shall, however, address Government later in this connection if 
‘cireumstances eall for it. 





























































Tnelosure 16 in No, 212°. 


Documents velating to the Concession of the Lease of Red Oxile 
Mines at Abu Musa Island. 





‘Translations of three 


th 


VINE, object of writing this documentary Agreement is that we, the persons 
wentionei! in this Agreement, have admitted Sheikh Suszar-bin-Khaled as a partie 








the Concession of the lease of red oxide mines at Abu Musa Island whieh we have 
jeased from Sheikh Salem-hen-Sultan at 250 dollars per annum plus 100 dollars on 








i 





‘account of ground rent for landing Mubar and Zenni oysters, should we land any il 
‘Abu Musa Island for trade purposes. And similarly Sheikh Sugar has agreed to assist 
ts and to endeavour with us, as far as possible, to avoid any delay in the work connected 
with the red oxide mines in’ the said island, And whatever the expenses in regard to 
the red oxide mine may come to, it shall he borne by all the partners and the net ineome 
shall be distributed aniongst all. 
‘Agreement has been concluded on the above conditions, with the consent of 
all; so that it, may not be hidden. 

‘And Sheikh Sugar has the option to withdraw from the said Red Oxide Company 


if he so desire. 
(Signed and sealed) — 
ISA-BIN-ABDUL LATIF. 
ABDULLAH-BIN-HASSAN SAMAIYEH, 
HASSAN-BIN-ALI-BIN-SAMAIYEH. 








Witness: 
(Signed and sealed) — 
‘Anpun Lam. 





AnpuL RauMAN. 


1 Rabi HT, 1816 (August 20, 1898), 





Ih 


Let him who reads this document know, that with reference to this Red Oxide 
Company which T joined, I have, by virtue of this document, transferred my sharo to 
Yusul-bin-Abdallah, and it is vested in him and he has the disposal of it. 

Thave no further concern in the result whether it be profit or loss;, whichever it be, 
itis for him. 

T undertake to assist him to the best of my power, should he experience difficulty, 

Let it be known accordingly. 

(Signed) SUGGAR-BIN-KILAUED, 





7 Ramzan, 1816 (January 20, 1899 





Tit. 


Yes, 1, Yusu-bin-Abdullah, haye sold to Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh outright 
and completely the share in the red oxide mine mentioned in this payer, which T have 
acquired from Sheikh Suggar-bin-Khaled, ‘The aforesaid share is now transferred. to 
afi Hassan-bineAli Samaiyeh, and there is left for me no claim or right therein, 
An nse recive: fh sun of 400 dolly fam Haji Hassan on account of the value 
of the share, 
Tat if not be hidden, 

















(Signed and sealed 
YUSUF-BIN-ABDULLAM, 
Witness : 
(Signed and sealed) — 
AupuL Larir-nIN 





-AnpuL Kauman. 
‘rue copy according to the original : 
THassan-bin-ALI SAMAIYER. 
Bavr-nin-Manomep AMIN, 


5 Shaan, 1818 (December 7, 1900). 














Tuelosure 17 in No. 242°, 


Major Cox 10 Government of India, 








(Confidential Bushire, February 28, 1907. 

| HAVE the honour to reply to Foreign Department letter, dated the 11th 
February, 1007, on the subject of the Abu Musa Red Oxide Concession, ‘The 
coumunication reached Bushire after my departure on tour, but the promptness of my 


(1521) a 
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1g the purport of it to me via Henjam enabled me to deal with it 
shen visiting the Trucial Coast on other business 

2 1 submit copies of correspondence from which it will be seen that, on 
ascertaining the terms of the contract, neither the partner Esa-bin-Abdal Latif nor 
i Sagar-bin-Khalid of Shargah are willing that the Agreement with Herr 
vekbaue should stand; and that the Sheikh has furthermore, in view of Hassan Ali 
Samaiyel’s unauthorized ction, devided for reasons of prulenee to withdraw the 
Goneeaiion from the three concessionnaires, and desires to make fresh provisi 
Working of the red oxide mines under the advice of the Government of India, 1 beg to 
Je tavmuvcd with the views or wishes of Government on this subject at an early date, 

3, IL is probable that Messrs, F. C, Strick and Co. would be glad to obtain facilities 
for exporting the red oxide of Abu Nusa, and their acquisition of footing there would 
ho doubt strengthen their hands in dealing with the Moin-et-Tujjar in connection with 
(he Hormuz mines, ‘They would presumably wish, under ordinary circumstances, to 
hegotinte through their agents at Bushire, Messrs. Maleolm and Cow but the form aud 
Jonditions to he adopted in any Agreement entered into by them or any other Tritish 
firm, anid the lines on which we are (0 procecil, are questions of manifest importance 
in tie present case, having regard to the possible contingeney of the German Foreign 
Omics juteresting themselves in Herr Wanekhaus’ venture + and for this reason, and in 
Vig of the eonunittal of his interests to ms on the part of Sheikh Sagar, it is clearly 
Advisible that we should take steps to make sure that any arrangement now brought 
Aiwut will effectively snfeguard for the future the interests both of the Sheikh of Shargah 
ior British trade, How this end can best be achieved is a question for the 
considera! af Government, 

Tie letter (Inelosure 19) from the Sheikh of Shargah to Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh 
hy the former to Esasbin-Abihul Zant for delivery to: him, aa tins been sent 
vate note to his friend, the Residency Agent at Lingah, asking him to 
Y san Ali and take his receipt for it 
TT tall receive, in due course, a separate report of the fact of its reaching its 
destination, and have the honour to request the advice of the Government of India as to 
Whether, in afew of Sheikh Sagan's intimation to me in his letter of the Oth Moharran 
{ihe 210 Kebrunay), {should tien take any oflcia! steps throuh the Resilency Agent at 
Hingaly, to let Haji Hassan know that the Sheikh hos apprised me of his decision, or to 
ausare mnysell that he takes action on it 

Forte present, until [ reecive farther instructions, I shall let matters rest where 
they are. 

5, It ill he 
informs him of the 
ut it may of course be tuk 


assistants in telegraphi 
























































































noted that the Sheikh of Shargah, in his letter to Hassan Samaiye 
nnulment of the contract from date of receipt of his communicati 
n for granted that, practically speaking, there will bh 
athin tr prevent Haji Hassan from disposing of what ved oxide he may have on hand, 
poeta letting M, Wonekhaus ship it, until Government have had an opportunity of 
Sitimating their views, on (his point oF until a nes concessionaire appears on the 
aosaaiiere need be no «question, therefore, of immediate hardship or of the parties 
Heine upable Lo avail Uhemselves of red oxide already mined or paid for. 
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Inclosure 18 in No, 242% 





wicbin-clbidul Latif to Sheikh Sagar-bin-Khalid. 








(Alter compli 8 Moharvum, 1325 (February 20, 1907). 

THAVE rieate with your honour with reference to the lease which 1 and 
two partners acquired from the Government of Shargab, relating to the extraction of 
Aa Exide from your Idand of Abu Musa, As your honour is aware, the document of 
fense was drawii up in the names of three persons, namely, your humble servant Esa-bin- 
‘Abdul Latif, Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh, and Abdulla-bin-Hassan Samaiye! 

Thave vone to know that on the 1st June, 1906 (the Sth Rabi-ulThani, 1324), the 
1 Haji Hassan entered into a contract with a European nierehant named Wonekhans, 
Without consulting me, and that, accordinge to the terms of the document, he bouna 
Hineelt and his partuers in giving an absolute monopoly for the extraction of the red 
oxide for a period of tour years. And the siid Haji Hassan executed this Agreement 

iid himselt without consulting me, previous to the dmwing of the deed of 

Tho details of the said deed hae only now reached me, and 1 do not agree 
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to the terms of this contract. Accordingly, I forward to your honour a copy of the 
fled of contract for you to examine; Kindly look into it, I beg from your honou 
Assistance’ in taking the necessary steps for the cancellation and annulment of this 
contract, for I am altogether unwilling to agree to this lease. Previous to, this T hav 
written to Haji Hassan Samaiyeh expressing my disagreement to this contract, but he 
thas sent me no answer. 

Finally, Tam to call your attention to the deed of contract in the beginning of 
‘oh besins as follows: “Contract between Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Sumaiyeh of Lingah, 
Owner and holder of the Abu Musa Concession, and M. Robert Wénckhaus of Lingah.”” 
Now Haji Hassan Samaiyeh has no deed of authority from me giving him any general 
power in regard to action which he might take respecting the lease, &e,; how then has 
the right thus to mention himself only without consulting or referring to 
his partners, of whom Tam one? T am, in consequence, obliged to make a complaint 
on the subject fo your honour, and it is for your honour to issue ord 










































Tnclosure 19 in No, 242°, 








Sheikh Sagar-bin-Khalid to Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh, 
(Pranslation.), 
(After compliments.) 9 Moharrum, 1326 (February 21, 1907). 

1 HAVE to inform you that Esa-bin-Abdul Latif has preferred a complaint to me 
in connection with the red oxide mines on Abu Musa, which for some years have been 
Jeased in the names of yourself and Esa-bin-Abdul Latif and your son Abdulla, 
according to the deed executed on the 18th Zilkaideh, 1315 (the 21st April, 1899), He 
has sent me a copy of the deed of contract in operation between youand M, Wonckhaus, 
and complains that you executed this contract without consulting him, and that he docs 
not agree to the conditions written in the contract now that he has come to know them, 
T too do not agree to this contract at all, and, as for you, you bad no right to give 

n, and bind yourself to give away possession of the whole of the 
output of red oxide mines to others, for a long period and without consulting ws or 
making the slightest reference to us. And, according to our view, harm will acerue to, 
‘us from the continuance of this Concession in your hands in connection with Abu Musa 5 
and your conduct in the present case is a violation of your duty towards us, 

‘Accordingly, it appears to us advisable to withiraw the document of Concession 
from you, and we now inform you accordingly by this letter, so that you may realize that 
the contract between us has terminated. You have no longer any right of enjoyment® in 
regard to the mines of Abu Musa, x 



































(Seal of Sheikh Sagar-bin-Khalid.) 





Tnclosure 20 in No, 242%. 


Sheikh Sagur-bin- Khalid to Major Cox. 





nslation.) 
(After compliments.) 9 Moliarrum, 1825 (Kebruary 21, 1907 
TAM obliged to address your honour in the following Goatechonn, Gihe BLN 
the month of Zilkaideh, 1315 (the 10th April, 1895), a contract was concluded between us 
and three persons, naniely, Uassan-bin-Ali Samatyeh and Abdullah-bin-Hasson and Es 
bin-Abaul Latif for the Tease of the red oxide mines i our Island of Abu Musa, and 
tlie basis of the contract was a yearly: one; they were to pay us a sum of 200 dollar 
aunually. : 
atin lomo we ave not experienced anything prejudicial fiom hom, and have Yoon 
am at al cel of the rent} and the parties mentioned have 
Bunt as it appears a short time ago. somed 
Harmful. to us; and inclosed 
which bias reached us from 
of which is that hie compl 



























: if took place which we consider to be 
this letter we send your honour a copy of the letter 
-bin-Abdul Latif, who is one of the partners, the purport 
ws of the action taken by Haji Hassan Samaiyeh, and sends 
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os, Pussession, enjoyment, occupancy oF contmi—P, Z 





Cox. 
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‘usa translation of a deed of contract wrongfully passed by Haji Hassan Samaiy 
ihe mereliant nanied Wonekhaus, We are appretiensive of the results of suc 
contract, and do not agree to it, and for this reason we have decided upon the 
Nithdrawal of our document (of Concession) from the said lessees and its annulment. 
‘Aud whereas Haji Hassan Samaiyeh is a subject of the British Government, we 
forward to your honour a copy of the letler which we have written to the said It 
Hassan for your information, 
In conclusion, we beg you to consult the Imperial Government, and request their 
views as to the best means of assuring to us in future the full benefits from the red 
oxide mines within our territory, (We will act) according to your view, 


Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. October 1907. 





CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


[21520] 


Sir N, O\Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 
(No. 384.) 
Sir, Therapia, June 25, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to report that, after conferring with the Russian Ambassador, 
I spoke to the Grand Vizi yy concerning the reported ‘Turkish encroachments 
on Persian territory, and their delay in coming to an agreement respecting the frontier 
Dased on the demarcation effected by the British and Russian Delegates, and’ made 
known by the * Protocol of Conference,” dated July 1880, of which the Porte possessed 


lis Highness again told me that tho first aggrossion hind been committed by 
Persian tribesmen in tho neighbourhoosl of Pushti Kuh, and that Portab Pasha reported 
that he had restored order about Mendali, and that no ‘Turkish troops were now 
aoross the frontier. Tho Ottoman Government had no intention of committing 


upon 
satisfactorily settled. 
T have, &e, 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR, 





(21758) No. 2. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 

(No. 116.) 

(lelegraphic) P. 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN negotiations, 
‘Three Conventions respecting Thibet, Afghanistan, and Persia. 

Tshould bo glad to be informed if it would be sufficient that Minister for Foreign. 

‘Affairs aud I should sign these Conventions, prefixing the following words to our 

‘signatures :— 


St. Petersburgh, July 1, 190%, 


“Jn witness whereof the Undersigned, duly authorized thereto by their respective 
ments, have signed the present Agreement, and have aflixed thereto their 


Done at St. Petersburgh in duplicate, &e,” 


If this would be enough, I presume that there would be no necessity for mention 
fication or exchange of full powers, 





[iszt] 





(21759) No. 8. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice (o Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 1.) 


Re Gulahek, July 1, 1907. 
‘ORMED the Persian Govemment, on the receipt of your telegram Ne 
of the 29th Juno, that they must make a written application respecting the si 
fund, 
Tlave insisted that the situation would only be aggravated by a new Ioan, but I 
have at the sare time ur weessity of settling bank claims, , i 
Tdoubt the German Bank being— sian guaranteo—in a position 
to maken large advance, in view of the present condition of Persia, 
‘The Imperial Bank has with my concurrence refused an application which the 
Zil has just made for a loan in the name of the Shah, 





[21760] No. 4. 


. Sir C. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 
No, 164.) 
{slog ) 2 Tehran, July 1, 1907. 

MY folezram No. 162 of the 80th ultimo: German Bank. 

Coineil of Ministers, having passed Concession, lave referred it to Committeo of 
Assembly. 

Tt Will, says Atabog, eventually he submitted to the whole House. ‘The existing 
Tlormuz contriet, which is for owner's life, will, he assures me, not be annulled. As 
rogarls possibility of loan from German banks, [? he was} most vague, It is my 
impression that-an arrangement will be made for a small advance, 

(Sent to Tndia,) 





(21761) No. 5. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 1.) 
No, 105. 
hie) 1 Gulahek, July 1, 1907. 
ad that (he Amici situation (see any telegram No. 196 of the 
A general strike would take place ina week, He spoke 

of the possihi in the Legations, He did not seem to expect much from 

Germany, 1 perhaps also subseribe to the National 

Bank, i lay that the Shah would subscribe 

700,000 tomuns to the National fi eg lind mentioned the possibility 

of th Shah's pawning his jewels in the Russian Bank, 

\W no indication of sevious financial reform, though I impressed on the Atabeg 
the ginvily of the situation, Ifis policy to be to force the Assembly to consent 
toa foreign loan by bringirg about a public demonstration, ‘There is no Goyermment 

uirity for a loans tho customs revenue is dvereasing and the land revenues 

are unpaid. ‘The people are convinced flat the Shah will sperid any money he gets in 

attacking the Assembly, and (erofore refuses to subsoribe to Government expenses or 

onal Bank. Unless there is radical change in situation T doubt the wisdom 

he Mabex lias suggested applying to the Cantonal Bank of 

Lneerne for fiuaucics, aud did not speak favourably of idea of sending for a 
Hrenehinan, 





(21774) No. 6. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 2) 


(No, 342, Confidential.) F 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, June 24, 1907. 

I CALLED by appointment on M, Isvolsky thi and said that T was 
prepared to communicate to him the replies of His Majesty's Government to the 
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modifications which he had suggested in the draft Convention concerning Persia, I 
told his Exeelleney that my Government had accepted the amendments proposed in 
‘Articles II, HIT, and TV, and that they further agreed to the elimination of the clause 
in the Preamble relative to the injurious effect of local friction, Tis Majesty's 
Government, however, desired to retain the clause congerning equal opportunities for 
the commerce and industry of all nations, hut, in view of the observations ade in his 
aide-mémoire of the 5th June, and in order to render the passage consistent with 

cles Land TH, they would Suggest that the words “all other countries” should be 

ated for “all countries.” 

T said that there was oue other point to which is Majesty’s Government attached 
importance, and which Tdid not doubt that the Russian Government would make 
culty in accepting, and dat was, that a clause should be inserted in the Preamble 

referring to the special interests which Great Britain had in he maintenance of the 
Matus quo in the Persian Gulf, ‘This was a matter in whieh British public opinion took 
interest, and my Goverument considered it {0 be necessary, in order t0 satisfy 
in my country and to assist in the general acceptance of tlie Convention, that 
some mention sliould he formally made of the fet. 

ticle T there was also a modification which T must propose, and that was in 
regard to the (racing of the Russian line from Kakh northw We hiad assumed, 
naturally, iat the line would run direct from Kakh to its terminus at a point near the 
intersection of the Russian and Afisian frontiers, but, in the aide-ménoire of the 
Sth June, the line, as traced, made a considerable deviation castwands, and ran elose 
‘ho this (racing, the same objections must be raised as were 
in regard to the Russian line (crminating near Kulisan, and T repeated to his 
ry the nature of the objections which hind been made on that occasion, I told 
his Excellency that he would find these points set forth in the aid/-nénoire which T 

ed leave to hand to him, ad of which have the houour to inelose a copy, 

M, Isvolsky said that a very serious question was raised by the proposed insertion of 

iause relative to the statue gu in the Persian Gulf, and that he had the gravest 
doubts if the Russian Government could consent to its being interpolated. He did not 
himself wish to contest that Great Britain had special and predominant interests in the 
Gulf, but he wished to explain at once to me how the question presented itself at first 
sight to him, During all our discussions regarding the Persian Convention, both 
Governments had stricily limited themselves to treating of matters which concerned 
thems:lves alone, and which neither directly nor indirectly affected the interests 
of other Powers. ‘These wise restrictions would exclude any other Power 
from having an ion hier to complain that the vo negotiating 
countries find dealt with, or touclied upon, interests other than their own. At the last 
monient, Great Britain proposed to enlarge the scope of the Agreement, and to extend 
it to-a question whicl it vas kuown was in a sense a controversial one, and which did 
touch upon the interests of others, 1b could not be denied that Turkey and Germany. 

d not admit to the full our contentions as to the Persian Gulf, and if the clause were 

ia subscribed to it, al that an embarassing situation would 

creafter arise, ‘The clause had a far-reaching effect, and he could not foretell what 

quences; and he did not understand why, if the matter were of such importance 

tous, ithad not been brought forsard catlicr, The Convention as drawn up between 

Us, and in regan to which he hid lioped only come secoulary details had to be settled, 

was chief ed to avoiding all possible causes of friction between the to Powers, 

and related solely to our respective frontiers; and he regretted that we should now wish 

to raise a delicate aid important question which was mixot up with other controversial 
matter. He would only mention for the moment the Bagdad Railway and Koweit, 

T told M. Isvolsiy that I perfectly appreciated the force of his argument that the 
question had been raised at a late hours but {would tell him frankly thet there was 
likely to be opposition from some quarters in Great Britain and Tudin fo our Agreement, 
and that as it was desirable to modify such opposition and procure as general acceptance 
as possible of the Convention, my Goyerament, after careful consideration, had desired 
to refer toa matter in which the British public took a very keen interest, I did not 
deny that the proposal came late in the day, but mauy would consider that a Qonvention 
about Persia with no mention of the Persian Gulf was deficient, Moreover, I did not 
See why the Russian Government should hesitate to subscribe to a proposition which 
was incontrovertible. We did not ask Russia to tako any action, nor Gid'we attompl. to 
Bind her in respect to other countries, We stated an undoubted fact, which was surely 
universally recognized, which had been affirmed over and over again, and very 
emphatically by Lord Lansdowne in the House of Lords in 1903, 
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M. Tavolsky said he doubted that the recognition of the fact was so universal as T 
Tad stated, and he was perfectly well aware of our views on the subject, and 
of Lord Lansilowne’s statement, He strongly demurred, however, to introduc 
fresh factors into the Agreement, especially at a moment when the negotiations 
Were on the point of being terminated. What should we have said if Russia had 
suddenly sprung upon usa request to recognize her special interests in Armenia, for 
instance # 

Trepliod that the Persian Gulf was closely connceted with Persia, as it washed the: 
whole of the southern littoral of that country. His Excellency remarked that it 
washed the coasts of other countries as well. But all this was beside the mark, He 
adjired me to take into consideration the serious consequences of opening up this 
question, He was most eazer to hasten on the conclusion of our negotiations, and he 
Could assure me that it would be dangerous to delay their termination, Opposition was 
existent in this country and out Fit, ‘There had heen one or two Agreements 

ently concluded which 1 must know had been displeasing to Berlin. Me could with 
onclude our Convention on the lines we had originally drawn, and which 

had both scrupulously observed, but 1 must remember that Russia had a 

izhbour, alert and watchful, who had her eyes fixed on that, very quarter of 

i we now desired ¢o make formal mention in our Convention in a form which could 
not but produce suspicion and dissatisfaction. He was ready to meet any eriticisms if 
we kept within the original seope of the Agreement, but the ease would he different if 
fresli fictors were introduced, which in any ease would prolong the discussions, and thie, 
he must repeat to me, would he most dangerous 

Tsnid that, of conrse, { would roport to you all his observations as faithfully as 
possible, ut that T cou! by no means say it they would induce my Goyernment to 
abandon their request, M. Isvolsky made a slight gesture of despair, and L asked him if 
hie could tell mo, leaving the immediate question on one side, when he hoped to sign 
the Conventions. 

His Excellency took an slmanne, and said that he hoped to be able to give me 
roplics to botl Persian and Afizlim questions by the Brdsuly (x.s.). I observed that if 
he did this, and that, as my Government, was as desirous as himself to hasten the 
conclusion, [ proposed, in order to expedite matters, to take his replies home and 
discuss the ou, and return in about a fortnight, say, on the 25th July, and the 
we could finally settle all Conventions, His Excellency begged me not to. adopt 
this pln, but to stay ere so that we might sign the Conventions on the 15th July. 
T was a Tittle surprised at this promptnes®, but 1 told his Excelleney that, of course, T 
woul! romain here till the negotiations were finally concluded. 

His ycelleney thon reverted to the question of the tracing of the Russian line, 
and 1 told him tliat on that point it was really essential that their line on leaving 
Kukli should not deviate to the eastwards; itshould run straight to the point in the 

ner near Zulfiear, Lsaid that if the Russian Government laid great stress on having 
Knres as a sani{ary station, we would be prepared not to object to that, but on 
condition that they engaged not to interfere with the existing arrangement by which 
the quarantine in the Persian Gulf was under British control. M, 1 aid that 
fyain on this question there entered rence to te Persian Gulf which he desired 
(o keep out of the Convention, Hit that the compromise was a little 
one-sided. We gave to them perm 1 wsanitary station at one place, and 
thon requived an acknowledgment on thelr part of our control over several localities. 1 
observed tHat all that we requested was the admission of an arrangement already in 
free, while we were willing to cele a point only in eontemplation. Htis Exeellency said 
that he wished to think over this question, 

Tavas much impressed by two faets in my conversition with M. Tavolsky : (1) his 
anxiety to exclate from considertion any matters allecting the Persian Gulf, as he 
evidently antivipates and fears that if we insist upon the inclusion in the Preamble of 
the draft Couyention ot a recognition of our special interest in the maintenance of the 
tidus qun in iit res wy Will exhibit, in some form or another, her displeasure 
‘at Russia having met our \ishes in that respect. It is perfectly clear to me that 
M, Tvolsky nill not ran the risk of impairing in the slightest degre the good relatior 
Tetweon Russi ; vate th ‘ia has not yet emerged 
froin hor internal difficulti red the losses whieh she has suffered ina disastrous 

tM. Isvolsky is exceedingly eager to hasten on 

ly as possible the conclusion of the negotiations. On this point I have not 

ni, during. the progress of our discussions, so emphatic or so eager, It was 

evident to me that either in home cireles or outside something had occurred whieh had 
impressed on him the urgent uevessity of losing no further time, 
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In these circumstances I venture to submit that we should not insist upon points 
which may either delay the conclusion of the negotiations or which may even imperil 
their ultimate success, Leaving on one side public opinion either in Russia or in 
England, which probably will not be a constant factor, and regarding simply the enormous 
advantage to be acquired by the cessation of the rivalries and disputes which for so many 
years have strained and endangered the relations between the two countries, and the 
inestimable benefits to be gained by an amicable understanding between the wo Great 
Powers in Asia, [ would suggest that it would be most regrettable if an opportunity 
Which may never recur should be lost, and if, owing to insistence on points which are 
not of vital importance, the hopes of a durable arrangement were to be disappointed, It 
sens to me that by the Conyentions, even as they at present stand, we have sceured all 
tlie guarantees which are necessary to the safety of our Indisn frontiers; and that we 
have removed to a reasonable distance the danger of Russian aggression, As regards 
the Persian Gulf even admiting <hat the approach to, those waters is wot definitely 
barred—and in present circumstances this could hardly be achieved—we have for the 
defence of our interests in those regions our naval preponderance with which no Power 
can compete. In order, therefore, to profit by the present eagerness of M. Isvolsky. to 
put his seal to the arrangements on which we have practically already come to an agree- 
ment, I would respectfully urge that we should be conciliatory on minor details, and 

1.0 & question of public sentiment, and lose no time in finally concluding negotiations 

ch have lasted for so many months, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON 


Tnelosure in No. 6, 


Memorandum communicated by Sir A, Nicolson to M, Isvolsky. 


HIS Majesty's Embassy had the honour to receive the wide-ménoire, with ite 
Tnelosure, which the Imperial Ministry for Foreign Aflairs was good enough to 
communicate on the 23rd May (5th June) regarding the Preamble and. the four first 
Articles of the draft Convention concerning Persi 

His Majesty's Embassy has, in the first place, ur to stale that His Majesty's 
Goverment accept the amendments proposed by the Imperial Ministry for Forel 
Affiirs in Articles U1, TUL, and LV. 

In regard to the Preamble, His Majesty's Embassy woul beg leave to point out 
that His Majesty's Government agree to omit the passage from the words “constatant 
Velfet"” to the words “entre eux-méines”; but they consider it desirable to retain the 
passage in regard to equal opportunity for the commerce of other countries, and. they 
fear that the exclusion of the words “aussi bien que d'établir des avantayos Geaux pour 
le commerce et Vindustrie de toutes les nations” would expose the Convention to 
criticism in Persia and in all countries having commercial relations with lier, Tn order, 
however, to render the passage consistent with Articles { and II, which especially exclude 
Great Britain and Russia from secking concessions in the sphere of tho other, His 
Majesty's Government would be prepared to substitute the words “toutes les autres 
nations ” for “toutes les nations.” 

_ His Majesty's Embassy desires also to state that Ilis Majesty's Government consider 
it to he of great importance that reference should be made in the Preamble to the 
special interest of Great Britain in the maintenance of the slalue quo in. the Persian 

nuda passage has consequently been inserted to that ellect, His Majesty's 
pa ‘y does not doubt that the Imperial Russian Government will agree to this 
‘insert Ss 

With respect to Article I, His Majesty's Embassy would beg leave to point out that 

the tracing of the Russian line, as proposed in the aideménoire of (he 28K May 

ti June), would bring the line on leaving Kakh extremely closo to the Afzhan frontien 
and would be open to the same objections as His Majesty's Embassy had the honout to 
formulate in regard to the original proposal that the line should terminate hear Kuhsun, 
His Majesty's Embassy would beg leave to recapitulate these objections, which were to 
the effect that the Russian and British spheres of interest aro, as mentioned in the 
Preamble, contiguous or in proximity to the Russian frontier on the one hand and the 
frontiers of Afghanistan and Beluchistau on the other, and that no mention is made of 
4 Russian sphere as contiguous with the Afghan frontier, Morcover, Great Britain ia 


Fepomile by Treaty engayements for the settlement of frontier disputes between 
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Persia and Afghanistan, and the introduction of another Power having special interests 
on the Perso-Aighan frontier would tend to complicate matters. Moreover, Zulficar is 
well territory of Afghanistan, and His Majesty's Embassy would therefore 
propose to the Imperial Government that the wording of the passage concerning the 
Tine should run as follows: From Kasri-Chirin by Ispshan, Yezd, and Kakh and 
terminating st « point on the Persian frontier adjoining the intersection of the Russian 
tad Afghan frontiers.” 

Ir is thereby understood thet Khaf, Kiariz, and the mountain Kuh-Benitak would 
ig outside of ani| to the eastwards of the line. If, however, 
Government consider that the maintenance of a sanitary station at Ki 
indispensible, [lis Majesty's Government will not object to that, provi 
Russian Government will agree not to interfere with the existing arrangement, whereby 
quarantine on the Persian Gull is under British control. 

Ilis Majesty's Huybnssy lins the honour to ielose the Preamble and Article Tas 
Amended in accordance with the wishes of His Maje-ty’s Government, 


St. Pelersburgn, June 10 (28), 1907. 


(21776) No.7. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey —(Received July 2.) 





(Np. 3h) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, June 25, 1907. 
IN aecordineo with the instructions conveyed to me in your telegram No, 90 of 
tho 21st instant, 1 landed yostonlay to M. lavolsky an aide-niémoire, of which [ have 
tho honour to, inclaso a copy, relative to the question of the prolongation for twouty 
ts oF he Concessions of cortaity ritist telograph lines fi 
Haid that he would look into dhe matter and give me a reply 


(Signed) "A. NICOLSON. 
Tnclosure in No. 7, 
Aidle-meémoire conimunicated by Sir A, Nicolson to M. Isvalstey. 


IS Majesty's Kanbassy had the lionour to receive the aide-mfmoire dated the 
ii) Mays in which the Lmperial Ministry for Ko 
objections toa application | 
prolongation fo 
fo Bushin, fron alin, und of tus Ck 
i ¥ would be 
ile: mainte 
Conv i 
antl this viow His Ma intain in principle, 
sty’s Embassy is, in a post the following proposal 
as a -solution of the difficulty, viz., that the Imporial Russian Government should not 
object to the ronowal of the above-mentioned Concessions, and in return Hix Majesty's 
met woul ¥ to the Tuperial Russian Government their righis over 
the Tehiran-Khaniki 
In oder to avolll introducing quest ~» to theso telegraph lines into 
nis on the draft’ Convention, His Majesty's Embassy is authorized to propose 
Tinperial Russiin Gi at tlic seat of the negotiations respecting the 
ph questions night be convenient ‘d to Loudon, and, if the Imperial 
«no objection, that the Russian Ambassador in London be authorized 
to conduct thom, These negutiations vould be carried on concurrently with those 
at St. Petersburgh respecting the draft Convention, in order that both may be 
simultaneously concluded, 


St. Petersburgh, June 10 (28), 1907. 





(21818) No. 8 
Mr. Preece to Forcign Office (Received July 2.) 


Si 1, Sk. James’ Place, London, July 1, 1907. 
"| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 24th 
art rerehiyLabiee (0 atara ial Gu iu opinion Cell esrateate the suggestion that 
With the Bakhtiari Chiefs should’ be: futrasted to Captain Lorimer entirely 
or for Sir Cecil Spring-ltico alone to decide, 
fully persuaded th 
annier, and that, do 
wily hy shifting the v al 
nt : . ; As Tong.as the Chi 
iat the Ligation and the Go ning their interest aud hold 
lie Concession, and that Captain Lorimer is. the Agent of the Legation, no harm 
we—rather, T take it, that there is better chameo of pormancnt good being 


‘he only fear of the Syndicate’ was that tle Legation might lose touel: with the 
question, and s0 cause the Chiefs to imagine that they anight play any priuks they 
pleased: 
pe Lhave, &e, 

Gigned) "J. R, PREECE, 


(21870) No.9. 





Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edvoard Grey.—(Recetved July 2, 
(No. 117.) 
SL. Petersturgh, July 2, 1907. 


Lnotiee in text of Article Lof the Persian Convention, as sent to mo, that Isfahan 
is omitted in tracing of Russian e must pass through this town, and wo 
Haye raised no objections to it, this is, I presume, a slip, 





{21849} No. 10. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Eutward Grev.—(Recetved duly 2.) 


106.) 
wlographie.) Guluhek, ily 2, 1907, 

T Was y the Gor thor was no question of a German 
Jou. ‘The French Minister has been told by Herr Gutmann that-an artangemont had 
Doon wade between Russia and Germany, aid that le hid therefore no fear of the 
opposition of the former, 





(20715) No. 11. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreiyn Office, July 2, 1907. 
WITH reference to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 91 of the Mth ultimo, relat 
16 the transfer of the control over the two fines between ‘Tohran and M 
cistan, copy of which was forwarded to you the same day, I 
Sir Edward Grey to, transmit to you herewith copy of a despateli from his 
transmitting copy of an aide-ncnoire communicated to hin hy the Russian 
ster for Foreign Affairs, stating the terms on which, in the view of his Government, 
the exchange should take place, 
Tam also to forwati copy of a further telegram from Sir A. Nicolson in answer to 
ty telegram No. 23 of tho 27th ultimoyt stating that M. [ is disposed to adopt 
a Triendly attitude as'to the prolongation of British ‘Telegraph ( particular 


* Seo Part X, No, 263. 4 Soe Part X, No. 276, 





8 
the strtion from Te 


Dxcelloney for the 
Sir 


(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





[21958] No, 12. 


Sir A. Nicolson to dward Grey.—(Received July 3.) 
(No, 118) 
(Vologeaphiey P. St. Petersburgh, July 3, 1907. 
PERSIAN Gulfs My telogram No, 115 of the 80th ultimo, 
received M, Involsky’s reply to my letter this morning. He regrets to state that 
Hie doubts expressed in his aide-memoire are not removed, though lie hias studied the 
hevt proposal with the sincerest desire of coming to an agreoment, Although in the 
eww propositl tho interests of third Powers aro given a far greater measure of co 
leration, the principal objection. is, not removed, namely, that a completely new 
clenent, Foreisn to its original aim, is introduced into the Convention, ‘The questions 
etad with dhe Persian Gulf touchodl very diverse interests, and wore of a complex 
ature, aud it would consequently ho diflienlt to bring them within the scope of the 
Convention as proposed ; in fact, the Persian Gulf as a whole could not be considered 
‘4s an integral part, and stil less as a dependency. of Persia. c 
would have no objection to an exchange of views later with His y's Ci nent 
speciil position ucquired by Great Britain 4 ng the 
it objection she wished in noway to ignore that pe He was, however, 
ly desirous of coming to definite axteomient as soon as possible on the points 
hich wero the object of the present discussions, and ho therefore begged the British 
Covernment to renounce their proposal of mentioning, their special interests in the Gulf 
in the preamble of the Convention 
» iried ty best to convince him, but Fam confident that he will not waive 
His objections, andl f fear that it would ho of no purpose to continue to press the point, 
He probitbly consulted the Emperor, with whont he had w yesterday, an 
the Whole Arrangement may he block vo tinge tho question further, Please let m 
Know your views on this telogea possible. 





(21960) : No. 18. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Bilwaril Grey.— (Received July 3,) 
0. 167.) 
elewraphie,) Gulakek, July 3, 1907. 
YOUR toloxtam No, 78 of the 20th din 
‘The written Persian request respecting: the suspension of the sinking fund has 
been handed tome. Leoneur with the Russian Minister in thinking that the 
Hons stould make in writing a distinct and firm statement as to foreign oan 
ters when it does arrive. 


‘hore are fons that the Perst vernment aye reasons to expect a 
German loa i thore is no distinct evidence of its immi 


nl to the alloged Ru n Financial Agreement, the Russian 
Minister has received no sort of warning not to oppose the Germ, 
Appears injurious to Russian interests, and M. de 
We hye hoth, while earotully avoiding iction, warned the Persian 
Government that no new: hrunk priviloges injurious to existing banks must be grauted, 
and that, as in the case of Russian snd British concerns, the Concession must. be 
submitted to public discussion in the Assembly, 





(22039) No. 14. 
Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office —(Received July 4.) 


3, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London, 
5 July 3, 1907. 
“HAVE the honour to refer to your letter of the 2ist May on the subject of the 
Bakhtiari road. 


Si 


ta 
annual expendi 
Keep it in i 


hhas arisi 

We linve issued instructions for an inspection and overhaul of the bridges at the 

est favourable moment. 

We do not think it is useful to follow Vico-Congul Lorimer's obsorvations, that 

nay be other Persian roads as defective in tho matter of forage and supplies, and 
that the question of “ tofangehis"” inspires despair, We feel suro that [is Majes 
Minister will continue to give consideration to, our views on these difficult questions, 
and wherever opportunity presents will continue to support our efforts to secure 
facilities, not the same as, but better than formerly for Briush trado with Perea, 
have, &e. 
(Signed) H. W. MACLEAN, Secretary, 





(21758) No. 15. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 

(No. 98.) 
(Telexraphic.) _ P, Foreign Office, July 4, 1907, 

WITH reference to your telegrain No. 116 of the 1sb instant, it is. considered 
desirable that the form of the Agreements which are to be concluded with Russia 
should be that of three Conventions; the three Conventions shall be sent to you in 
Proper form by next messenger, 

itis unnecessary to mention ratification; you possess the requisite full power. 





[1521] 





(20509) 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Sir, Foreign Office, July 4, 1907. 
“TY AID before Secretary Sir B, Grey your letter of the 20th ultimo, inclosing a 
Memorandum relative to the indebtedness of the Pe mnment to the Impe 
nk of Persia, 
Se ee Monin you, in reply, that His Majesty’s Government fully 
recognize the claim of the Bank to their support, and that they are in correspondence 
lis Majesty's Minister at Tchran on the subject 





(22162) No. 16. 
Indin Office to Fareign Office. (Received Jul 


Indin Office, July 4, 1907. 
TN continuation of my letter of the Sth May, 1907, as to the renewal of the 
sof the Indo-Buropean ‘Yelegraph Department in Persia, I am dirveted by 
{o forward a copy of a further Memorandum by the Director-ine 
chief on the subject ? 
Mr. Morley. concurs generally in the views expressed by Mr. Kir) 
(that His Majesty's Minister af Tehran be instru 
inn Government, when the 
that, while we seo no. res pensation in the 
event of the lines sufforing sexions and extensive i re disorder 
for which the Contral Government inust he held responsible, it is intention in 
future to put forwird claims tor compensition for acts of ord ge such as 
Haye ocenried in the past, the Porsian Government, on their side, undertaking to 
nake their local officials Io all in their power towarts the safe maintenance of the 
i. 
na Tam, &o. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY, 


Tnelosure in No. 16, 


Memorandum by Mr, Kirk respecting the Renewal of the British Telegraph Conrentions in 
Persia, 


WUT vefevence to my Memorandum dated the 25th April last, on the renewal 
of the Nritish otexrayh Conventions in Persia, 1 lave to report that U have heard 
from the Director of "Melograplis at. Tehran that the British Minister there considers 
that it would probably be of considerable assistanes to him towards obtaining the 
renowal that is desired, if the vizht of obtai ensation for w 
tho Departmental telegraph-lines in Persia from the 
Lup. Tn tho Melearaph Convention of the Sn Deceniber, 18 it 
that,“ Tn-ense of any wilful damage to the | pense of repairing the same 
shall be defrayed by the Persian Government.” Tt appears that the paymont of the 
sums due for compensation for wilful: di to the lines is obtained, if possible, 
from the local Persian a ict whore the damage takes luce. If 
the paymonts cannot he obtained by the Department locally, the British Minister is 
lien talled on todeduct them from the subsidy paid to te Persian Go 

Tn the ten years ending w 
paid for wilful damage on an ay per annum, 
), of which 613 rupees (111) were paid locally, and the balance, 
isk royalty. ‘The greater part of the damage 
done isin te spring and autumn, when the nomad tribes are moying up to and from 
their sumni ies. ‘The nomads damage the lines andthe inhabitants of the 
villiges near are called on to pay the fines. It is helieved that the knowledge that 
fines have to be paid incites the nomads to damage the lines, and thereby punish 

Sillageatyetinw heh Wey/are untriendly. 


1 


‘This system of claiming compensation therefore leads to much correspondence 
hetween the local Persian authorities and telegraph officers and to villavers being 
fined for offences they are not responsible for, which naturally leads to local ill-feelin 
against the Telegraph Department. When local compensation is not obtainable, the 
cases have to be reported to head-quarters at Tehran, and this entails more corre 
spondence and roports. Finally, the British Minister has to take up the case with 
the Persian Government, and eventually has the unpleasing duty of deducting from 
the Jask royalty the amount of compensation for wilful damage that remains unpaid, 
As I have pointed ont, we obtain on an average 1762 per annum in the way of 
compensation, and it would appear tliat the collection of this comparatively, sinall 
Sum causes so much trouble and controversy, both locally and at Tehran, that. the 
British Minister considers it would he advisable to abrogate our wight to com: 
pensation. ‘The Director of Telegraphs recommends the same course, and there is no 
doubt that the Persian Government would yery gladly see the right to compensation 
annulled, 

It might happen, however, that there might be civil or military disorders in 
Persia, during which the telegraph lines might suffer serious and extensive damag 
and therefore it would be well to retain our right to claim compensation in sue 

With a view to obtaining a renewal of the Telegraph Conventions, the Porsian 
ight be informed, if this renewal was granted, that the Indo-European 
Telegraph Department would at once be instructed to put forward no elaine for 
ion for acts of ordinary wilful damage to the telegraph lines, the Po 
ernment, on their side, undertaking to make their local oflicinls do all in their 
Power fowanls the safe maintenance of the lines. ‘This arrangement would bo, 
I that the British Minister at ‘1 es, and. the ‘Veles 
Departinent could very well bear the small loss tht is entailed by it if it helps 
bring about a renewal of its telegraph concessions for a further term of twenty yen 


(Signed) A. KIRK, 
June 26, 1907. 





(22161) No. 17. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 6.) 


Sir, Mffice, July 4, 1907. 
‘ceipt of your lottor 
vrsian Government the 
Licutenant-Colonel Douglas and 
payment of the Jask royalty. 
am to inclose a copy of a Memorandum by the Director-in-ehief of the 
n Telegraph Department on the subject, and to state that Mr, Morley 
i iow tat it would be undesirable to effect the recovery in. the 
proposed, 
Apart from the question of the mode of recovery, Iam to invite attention to the 
stated in Sir Horice Walpole’s letter of the 23rd February, 1908, that the olaim 
inst the Persian Government: was not at all a strong one. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY, 
———— 


Tnelosure in No, 17, 


Memorandum by the Director-in-chief of the Ludo-Europeun Telegraph Department, 


THE Jask royalty, which amounts approximately to 500k per annum, is 

Gi of the revenue of the Indo-European ‘Telegeaph Department to the’ Pasian 
Pavermment. "Under present arrangements deductions are made from ihe royalty 
before payment is made, of any sums due to th Department on aceount of com- 
Pensation for wilful damage done to the lines, As much as 2700, lias boon, deduetal 
on this account, but the average deduction is about 185% As the amounte withheld 
are so treated on account of considerations connected with the telegraph the 
Tent uppears reasonable, but to withhold any part of the subsidy 
felegean considerations would certainly he very harmful to the D 
especially when more telegraph con 


angen 
for other than 
Department, more 
ssions aré wanted. ‘The Persian Government 
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would come to consider the promise to pay a telegraph subsidy of little value, when 
they find a subsidy of the kind is being withheld to pay a claim that is in no way 
connected with telegraphs, 


June 26, 1907. 





(22149) No. 18. 
India Office (0 Foreign Office —(Received July 5.) 


Sin, India Office, July 4, 1907. 
IN reply to your letter of tho 26th ultimo, as to the financial situation in’Persia, I 
an directed to state that Mr. Seerotary Morley agrees in the view that it would be 
oxpediont that the British and Russian Goveruments should consent to a formal request 
by the Persian Government for a suspension of the sinking fund on their respective 
loans, subject to the condition that Porsia undertakes not to contract any foreign loan 
without the option of advancing the money being first given to the two Governments. 
‘The offect of this will be, as indicated in the letter under reply, to compel the Persian 
Government to accept the joint Anglo-Russian loan of 200,000, which has already 
heon offered them on the condition that the money is to be applied for the necessities 
of current administration, and not to the repayment of old debts. 
i inking fund, I am to observe that no payment 
lo in respect of the annuity falling due in 
April last. ‘The condit ich it was agreed to forgo payment were stated in 
the tologram to Sir ©. Spring-Rico, No, 47 of the 16th April last 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) A, GODLEY. 





(22184) No, 19, 
India Office to Foreiyn Office —(Received uly 5.) 


Sin, India Office, July 4, 1907. 

IN reply to your lettor of tho 2nd instant, I am directod by Mr. Secretary Morley 
1 Say that lie concurs in tho view of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs that the 
draft of the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs as to the arrangements for the 
oxchingo of the control over the ‘Cehran-Meshed and Meshed-Seistan tolograph lines 

He aecopted, subject to the condition that the Russian Goverment agree to adopt 
afr attitude a8 to the prolongation of the Concessions of the Indo-European 
‘Tolograph Department, particularly as regards the sections from Tehran to Ispahan 
and Youd 

Copy of a Memorandum by the Ditvetor-in-ehief of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Dopartinent is inclosed, 

Lam, &. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY, 


Tneloaure in No, 19. 


Memorandum by the Director-insehief of the Indo-European Teleyranh Department. 


AS reyards the Tehran-Meshed line, the proposal is that the British Adminis: 
tration should make over the control and all its rights over it to the Russian 
Administration. The British control of the line could be stopped at any time by the 

verment, and we have no special rights over the line. ‘The proposed 
transfer, therefore, might give nothing to Russia except the removal of the British 
control with its consequent local influence. 

With reference to the Meshed-Seistan line, the proposal is to divide the line into 
wo sections at a point in the neutral zone; north of this point the line to be under the 
coutrol of the Russian Administration, and south of it under British control, 

All the Russian rights over the part of the line that is to be transferred to British 
control aro to bo made over on the transfer, but it is not improbable that it may be 
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fonnd that there are no special rights that are acknowledged by the Persian Covern- 
ment. ‘The proposed arrangement gives sole control of the lines running into Meshed 
to the Russian Administration, so that all telegraphic communications with the Britich 
Agent there will pass through the Russian telegraphic offices. ‘This is a disadvantage, 
it is one that might be accepted if the Russian Government agreed, as it appears 
do, to adopt a friendly attitude as to the renewal of the British Telegraph 
Conventions. 

‘There is no objection, as a telegraph arrangement, to the proposal that the 
sontliern end of the Russian line and the northern end of the British line should be 
terminated at commutators, which can be connected with each other for through 
telezriph working. ‘The reference to, frontior stations would seem to imply that 
Brhish siguallers would not be allowed into the Russian-controlled offices, or vice verad, 
Ii lias to be noted that the control of the southern half of the Moshed-Scistan ling 
would le of small advantage unless we obtain a line from Seistan to the froutioy at 
Robat. 

It appears to me that M. Tavolsky’s draft might be accepted, provided its 
aveeptanee is coupled with the condition that the Russian Government agrees to adopt 

friendly attitude towards the British proposals for renewal of our Yelograpl Conven= 
tions and for the construction of the line from Seistan to Robat, 


(Signed, HA. KIRK, 
uly 3, 1907, eve) 





{22213} No, 20. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received duly 6.) 


ersbhurgh, July 6, 1907. 
iterference, T venture to 
ticle IIL of Persian Convention, in regard 
x Concessions, a sentence to following fect, and both Gon- 
Parties engaze not to interforo with any public services’ intrusted by the 
Government to either.” Tho privilege of Iussian Government to instruct and. 
officer Cossack brigade would also be scoured hy this, 
Ii might be as well to ascertain attitude of Russian Goverument in regard to 
Afshanistan and the tracing of the Russian line in Persia hotor iuoving ourselves, 
il T Would therefore venture to suggest that we should make no further proposuls 
as to Persia until the Russian replies on both these questions haye been received. 





(21958) No, 21, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir , Nicolson. 
(No. 99.) 
(Telegraphic,) P. Horeign Office, July 5, 1907. 

YOUR efforts, as reported in your telegram No. 118, to obtain insertion of mention 
of ial interests in tho Persian Gulf in the Persian Convention are appreciated 
by iy’s Government. We note that the Russian Minister for Forelgn A llairs 
is muwilling to accede to our wishes, 

You should now make @ written communication to him to the effect that, in order 
touncet his views and to accelerate the signature of tho Agreement, we ar propared 
0 abandon our proposal, aud that we take note of the statement ‘containel th his 
Memorandin that the Russian Government do not eall in question our special intoreat 
in the maintenance of the status quo in the Persian Gulf, 

You should also point out to his Excellency that, owing to public opinion in this 
country, I shall be compelled to make a public declaration of our views on. the Gut 
aituation. ‘This statement will be on the lines of maintaining the slau quo in the 
Gulf, and T shall add that-we have reason to believe that the question of the Persian 

ult is not likely to give rise to difficulties between Russia and ourselves, I will. ik 
due course communicate the terms of the declaration to you, 





[1521] 








iu 


[22134] No. 22. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 100) : bi 
(2 Foreign Office, July 5, 1907. 
IRD-SEISTAN telegraph line. 
tclogram No 114 of the 20th June, 
i Government adopt friendly attitude as 
ncession of Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department, as 
tions from Tehran to Ispahan and Yead, we accept Russian draft 
‘as to trans! 





(22213) No. 23, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No. 101.) trl 
(leleraphie) P. Foreign Office, July 5, 1907. 
SIAN Convent 
Your telegram No, 12 oe 
Tlonbtif the Russian Governiient would agree to accept your proposal, in vi 
etions to. foi a ect ituation in the Pe 
‘apply to qua phy in onr case. 
ill hold good which were sent to you in my telogram No. 8! t 
f nr quarantine arrany 3 30, shold 
in the Gulf be attempted, wo are in a strong posi 
You haye full diseretion as to when’ you should make any further 
Proposals, as we quite ngroe with the views contained in the last paragrapli of your 
tolegram, 





[21759] 


Roreign Office to Imperint Bank of Persia, 


WITH reference to my lett 

(oy inform you ttt a te 

an, reporting that ho'lias urged pou the Pa 
settling the claims of the Imperial Baul of Persia, 

Tarn a tlie same tine to inyuine whether it fs th that the bank 
floated a nov loan, as af + toloxrani from § pring | 
indicate, althong 
Tam, Se 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLI 





(22271) No. 25, 


India Office to Koreign Office, —(Recerved July 6.) 


Sir, India Office, Jui 
IN reply to your letter of the 3rd instant, Lam direeted to state that Mr. 
Morley convitrs fi the terms of the telog 
fairs proposes to addres 
to he i: 





ie 


[22344] No. 26". 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 6.) 
(No. 122.) 
(felegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, July 6, 1907. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN negotiations. 

Referring to Foreign Office telegram No, 99 of the Sth instant, 

In onder to permit declaration to be made in regard to Persian Gulf, it is 
important that Conventions should at latest, be concluded by end of July, as T suppose 
Parliament rises about the middle of next month, I have told M, Isvolsky we must 
terminate negotiations in three weeks. Tam urging him to give me the replies of the 
Russian Government as to Afghanistan as carly as possible, and I will do my utmost 
to hasten on conclusion of the Conventions. 

‘The Russian proposals as to Afghanistan may give rise to difficulties, and T am 
rather afraid the Conventions may not be signed as soon as is desired. Tf, however, 
the Conventions cannot be publislied before Parliament rises, and a delay thereby 
caused in making the declaration, I venture to suggest that a way out of the difficulty 
might be found in my mentioning in covering despatch which would he published 
with the Conventions that I had addressed to the Minister for Foroign Affairs, in 
acconlance with your instructions, the following communication, and f might then 
state terms of declaration, 
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[22343] No. 26, 
The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office. (Received July 6.) 


ie 25, Abchureh Lane, London, July 6, 1907. 
IN reply to your letter of yesterday's date T am directed to state that without 
siving the passage in Sir Cecil Spring-Mice's telegram it is difficult to understand to 
what he refers. ‘The Board of the Imperial Bank have not taken any such action, nor 
would they do so without the knowledge and approval of the Foreign Olive. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) MACLEAN, 





[20502] No. 27. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir , Spring-Rice, 
(No, 80.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreian Office, July 6, 1907. 
KUH-MALIK STAT extension. 


Tins consist in construction of line as a Persian Grown Tine by Indo- 
Miropean Telegraph Department at a pr ding the expenditure shown to be 
uiecessary by previously prepared te, and on completion and repayment of cost to 
he handed over to Pe legraph Administration, 
Porsian Go i ion to line boing 
and 1 employés will be allowed 
s, and the control of the line will never be 1 r to any 
other foreign Company or Government other than British. Maintenance of line whey 
taken over would be undertaken by Persian Government, who should guarantee the 
eventual payment of cost of cons ion. 
You should point out to Persian Government, while making above proposal, the 
extremely cheap rate at which material would be charged for. 


(Confidential.) 


Until Persian Government repay cost, line will be under direct contro! of 
‘Telegraph Department, which is the advantage of above a 
ikely (0 be able to repay for some time, 
duction of subsidies due from Indian 
{as being their own property, to be paid 


[22365] No. 28. 





Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 7.) 


(No. 170.) 
(Velegraphie,) P. Tehran, July 7, 1907, 

ROBAT-SBISTAN Line: Your telegram No, 80 of the Gth instant 

Our Department has received no further request from Persian Telegraph Depart 
ment, 
ate Russian Minister will oppose if T raise question officially, especially as 
‘isiin Director of Telegraphs is practically under the protection of Russia. 

Am I to act independently, or is Russian Government informed ? 








(22385) 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 
(No. 119.) ; 
Sir, Gulahek, May 27, 1907. 

{HAVE the hononr to inform you that the Shah to-day received the foreign 
Representatives with their staffs at the Palace on the occasion of his birthday. 

‘There had heen a considerable amount of excitement in the town owing to the 
Minours emanating from Tabreez to the effect that His Majesty had. authe 
tober chief to take violent measures against the population of Azerbai 
result that there had heen considerable loss of Ife, and 
coucetod with the Court had: been empovw 
imombers of the local Assembly, Asa result, the tc not to 
Muuinate as usial in hi A deputation called on 
M. Rabino, the or of the Lnperial Bank, and politely requested him to forego 
Hhe usual ihnninations. Me said he could not consent exeopt at the request of the 
Goverment, and finally a letter was obtained from the Attabeg-i-Azam which 
rocommonded compliance with the popular request, 

‘otive had also beon served on the Turkish Amb; n, advising him 
nat making the customary visit of congratulation, At the’same time it was given 
out that foreigners should be treated with respect and consideration, 

As, however, the Shahi had yielded to the popular demands for the arrest and trial « 
of the in dl persons, the exeitement had ealmed down by the morning, and the 
streots presented tl ance, thongh there was decoration as 
Tad heen customary ins. ‘There was no attempt at interfering with the 
Forcigu Representatives: as they proceeded on their way to the Palace, Iam told by 
Some of the gholims who pro t the by: showed a friendly interest in 
His Majesty's Legation, who, in accordance with’ precedent, went on horseback followed 
Dy thie tn 
tic Corps shalled in extremely close 

foreign nobleman of doubtful antecedents who does 


Mie Turkish Ambassador delivered an address of eongratulae 
course of whiel His Majesty turned. his faco away and. showed an evid 
forest. Tis Majesty then passed along the line, asking in the. brio 

possibly Hanscunye after tho health of the forcim Representatives: ‘he Re 
Minister and 1, who wer nsios to present to His Majesty: some nev 
un stalls, iid some dificulty in performing this duty, and His Ma 
isiont tothe personal telegrams sent him that morning by the King 


uid and tho Russian and \t the close of the proceedin, 
Which worg of the briefest duration, His Majesty retired into an inner toon 
panied by M. Chapsail, the Russia ho at present enjoys his confidence. 
observed thst no ene vlso wa oinpany His Majesty. 

Ti the evening the 9 er-inclaw, the Naib-es-Sultaneh, the unpopular 
Minister of War, « banquet in honour of thy Shah's Several Princes 
and liguit Who Jind been invited declined at th , and, with the 
exception of the Moreign Minister, no member of the Foreign Oflice attended, Tu hit 
been sunomiced that a demonstration (it was: said in, the form of a bomb) would 
brobabil: be sade against the Minister during the evening, but no incident occurred, 
althongl the unexpected abscnee of some of the expected gue 
confusion, After dinner thero was the risuial disp roworks, which lasted till late 


A night. 
Thave, & 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





/22387) 


nee to my despatch No. 7 of th 
py OL a despatch, His Maj 
pectin the relations between the Sheikh of Mohammerah and 
the Moinsit-Tujjar. ‘The subject is of special interest as: Dearing upon the Kane 


W 


inrigation scheme, as to the situation and prospects of which I reported fully in my 
abovementioned despatch. You will observe that Sheikh Khazzal does siot appear to 
have recently taken any furdlier steps in the matter, but his tender, including the right 
to obiain foreign capital, if necessary up to one-third or one-half of the total capital, 
would appear to offer the most satisfactory solution, as he would in any case have 16 
provide the Inbour and guarantee the security of the work 
‘The Moiu’s desire to represent himself as the Sheiklis agent hore, with full poyors, 
able, and, coupled with his attitude towards Messrs, Lynch, seems to hicato 
that he intends to obtain a predominant position, if not an exclusive control, in the 
K istrict. Th a recent conversation with Abbas Kuli Khan he spoko us if 
eventually he counted on being able to construct a railway by the Dizful-Khoremabad 
route, which, as he truly said, would be of the greniest advantage to [uropean 
maritime trade, in which he himself is personally interested. 
hould add that the Dutch Minister has not again approached me on this subject, 
Herr Gutmann, Director-General of the Deutsche Orient Bank, has stated that, he hag 
not applied for a Concession for irrigating the Karun Valley, which he seems to rogard 
as too Jarge an undertaking for a single firm, Ho expressed an opinion favourable to 
the establishment of an international Company, i 
Thaye, &e, 


(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RIOE, 
——————— 
Tnclosure 1 in No, 30, 


Major Cox to Sir ©. Spring-Rice, 
57. Confidential.) 

r, Bushire, May 17, 1907. 
THTAVE the honour to forward herewith, for your Excelleney's information, a copy 
of the letter which T have addressed to the Government of Tudia on the sitbject of tho 

relations between the Sheikh of Mohammerah and the Moineut-Tu 

Thavo, &, 
(Signed) ’ P. Z. COX, 
British Resident in the Persian Gulf, and His Britannic 
Majesty's Consul-General for Furs, Khusistan, §o, 


_——————— ee 
Jnclosure 2 in No, 80, 


Major Cox to Government of India, 


Bushire, May 15, 1907. 

WITH reference to the observations made in my letter dated the 17th March last 
Tegarding the precise relations between the Sheikh of Mohammerah and the Moineae 
Puias, 1 have the honour to report that Mr. MeDouall writes that Haji Rais-ut-Tuijae 

given him the following information :-— 

‘The Moin three months ago asked the Sheikh to appoint him his agent, with full 
Powers. The Sheikh replied that at present, as affairs in Tehran wore unvettled, lo 

i not see his way to doing so. Mo finds the Moin a useful agent to convey messages 
to Ministers, ot to ask questions of or through, but does not trust him suliciontly ty 
give him full powers, which he might use in his own interests. 

Shortly before the fall of the Ain-ed-Dowleh. the Sheikh asked the Moin to tell 
Ain-ed-Powleh that if a Concession was to be given for the irrigation on the Karun. he 
fs prepared to take it, and gave an outline of the terins ho would take it on, which 
included a right to obtain foreign capital, if necessary, up to one-third or one-half of 
total capital required. Since the Ain-ed-Dowleh fell he has taken no steps in the 
matter. 

s the Moin seems to‘talk as if he was fully empowered to speak with authority 
for Sheikh Khazzal, this information is of some intercet, 

2, Tam sending a copy of t nto the Minister, but, as, the post is 
Precarious at present, it seems best to telegraph brief purport at the samo time, 

have, &c, 
P. Z. CO: 
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[22888] No. 31. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey —{Received July 8.) 


(No. 122.) 
Sir, Gulahek, June 12, 1907. 

I WAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of despatch, with 
{nolosures, which I liave received from Major Sykes, Iis Majesty's Consul-General at 
Meshed, on the subject of zones of influence in Persia 

With reward fo his suggestions as to a change in the present Consular repre- 
sentation of Russia and England in this country, I venture, with all due deference, 
to point out Mat this question is one which desezves very careful consideratio, 

T do not suppose that any objection, on political grounds, could be urged by 

Russia against our present arrangements for Consular representation at Reslit, 
Viec-Consul without: a Consular guard, charged with the duties of making Commercial 
Reports and looking after the interests of the numerous British travellers on their 
way to aud from Europe, cannot be regarded as a menace to Russian interests, At 
‘Tabrece it might be fairly urged that the dignity of a Consul-Genoral is rather 
xcossive for n British Constlar Representative in a district where British interests 
ime not of much importavee and. those of Russia considerable. As to ‘Tusbat it 
Might also he urged that a British Consul is not needed. But at Kermanshah we 
sliould cei juiro trustworthy informant, and a Representative empowered to 
support the very considerable and possibly growing interests of British trade, If 
the Bagdad Railway is completed the importance of Kermanshah will be greatly 
inorensed. 

With regard to Meshed T venture to urge, though it is not in my province, that 

a contre of military intelligence it is most important, [agree also with Major 
"observations on its importance as the seat of the governments of Kain and 
He number of British Indian traulers and the importance of British Indian 

sin would be, it would scom, a sufficient justifieation for the maine 


il to Russian Consilar Representation, there would he no sufficient 
justilication in asking for the abolition of the Consulite-Gener 
Which We acknowledge as outside the zone of our exclusive mi 
rou nim ty of the Russian Consul at Buti 
nil good protoxt for the abolition of the post—at least on its pre 
seale—and a sin m might he found in our recent experience in asking 
Tor the suppression of the Russian Consulate in Seistan, 
With regard, however, to Bunber Abbas, the Russians might urge that they 
Naye commiorcial interests there in view of the periodical visits of Russian commercial 
On the whole it would seem that w fer to reduce 
our Consulate-Genoral in Tabroez in exchange for a reduc f the Russian 
Consulate at Seistan, and we might a 
tho reduction of the Russian Consulate at Bunde rank of a trating 
Consul. 
» lhowever, proves (in the matter of the Bombay Consulate-Cencral) 
am Government attaches great importanos to the retention of its 
“Bolitical” Consuls, and negotiations, if entered into, would probably. he of long 
duration, It is obvious, however, that the operations of Russian Consulates, like 
those at Bunder Abbas and Si fant souree of difficulty, and whether 
or no they promote Russian interests, constitute centres of intrigue against British 
intorests, and are likely to remain so whatever may be the official policy of the Russian 
Foreign Oflice, 
T have, &e, 
CECLL SPRING-RICE, 
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Tnclosure in No. 31, 


Major Sykes to Government of India, 
(Secret.) 
Sir, Meshed, May 81, 1907. 
WITH reference to the information contained in the Memorandum for March 
1007 re zones of influence in Persia, T have the honour to make the following 
observations in the hope that, owing’ to my local knowledge, they may be of some 
use:-— 


2. ‘hie spheres referrel to in the Memorandum have evidently been drawn up by 
the two Powers from entirely different points of view. Russia frankly takes to 
whole of Central and Northern Persia as her. zone, and assigns hersell less on the 
eastern houidary of Tran only because of British susceptibilities, "As itis, practically 
the whole of Persia which is worth having falls into the zone of the northern Powen 
mate progress to the Persian Gulf is also not arrested! definitely in any way, 
0 fax as is apparent. Moreover, Germany will, presumably, learn the result of these 
negotiations, and may consider that South-West Persia has been left tree tor. the 
exercise of her “Weltpol However, this lias no doubt been foreseen and 
guarded against, 
With the exception of the inclusion of the Province of Ispahan and ite 
dependencies (ey,, the Bakhtiari tribes), whi ion has heen raised by the 


H 
Government of India, there is only the question of Yexd, on which | prope to 


s undoubtedly, from one point of view, situated in the centre of Persia, 
quently it may be argued that we have no business there, On the othe 
hand, itis south of the Lat, the great desert of Persia, and but 220 miles to the west 
north-west of the city of Kerman, the only imporiant town in the British gone of 
influence. Consequently, if the line could’ be drawn f malian to Kakh, ov some: 
other point, so as to leave Yezd in the neutral zono, 1 ne that there Would be 
Jess trouble in the future, in ease of c s, Tndecd, unless this 

1 be little or no neutral zone i Persia, the Ye 

T do not refer to tmde 

portance, although the fact that they have had to g innportant 
is not likely to be appreciated by Messis, Lynch Brothers anid other 
de of the question, Kakli, one of thie places mentioned, will ho 

red to in connection with the sphere of influence elaimed by Mis, M 

ment. vo 

3, ‘To tum to the British sphere, it is evidently based on the ineduetble minfinun 
OF pur strategical requirements, and, with an nipire as cnotuious as ours is to-lay, 

nd the only one in Europe not supported by a nation trained to arms, a inese 

{uubitious share is ‘clearly, undesirable trom ‘the widest aspect of thy problian, 
However regeettable when viewed from tho standpoint of local advantage. nnd 
commerce, 

In this connection, T have the honour to attach a copy of my letter dated the 
ith, Tune, 1900.8 Tn if, seven years ago, 1 ventured (0 point out that Easton, 
Pers Western. Versi was of less importer 

ly being done at the present tin 
se an extract from my letter of the 20th Septomber, 18 
whieh I deseribed the immense strength of the Kain positio 
‘ut, as it is printed in Captain Napier’s “Military Report 
dublished in 1900. My maps, too, have been printed, and 
of the north of the Kain Province, on the 

Finall in whieh 
the strat Tn this 

still impressed by: 

which is bounded to. the north by 

Af possible, 1 would urge that, if 

: @ declared to be in our zona, 

li pments may bring about a boundary, meeting at the eity of 

Kain, which would bo most undesirable, In ease Kain is declan to fo in one sphere, 
azik should be cut out, and Sangun, to the south of Khaf, substituted, 


* Not printed. 





20 


4. Minor points to be noted are that the Bandar Abbas-Kerman routes run aerose 
the Fars Provines of Rudan, ‘The present boundaries of the Kerman Provines would 
not ten suffice, if it wore desired to include the trade routes, as is probable, Again, 
there also appears to he no mention of mines, which would form, perhaps, the most 
i tant Co ions, 
ae Reena one result of an Anglo-Russinn Agreement will be an ultimate 
Teurrangement of Consulates. As to these, Russia would probably be glad if we 

Ith: Consilate-Genoral of ‘Tubnocz and the Consulates of Resht, Turbat, avd 
As a sct-off to these withd the Consulate-General at Bushire and 
the Consulates of Bundar Abbas, Kerman, and Seistan. appear to be the most obvious 

posts for Russi to reduce or abolish. ay 
ae Thacquaton of Meshed would then remain to be considered, It is difficult to 
write freely on a subject in whieh personal Interests are somewhat involved; but at 

we same time I think that it is the best course to do so. 
Ce SACRE fully realized that, as Meshed eat of the 
eneral and of the Directors of Customs, 
and Soistan. Consequently, if we desire to 
) Meshed must not be weakened, 


aspect of the question, : 
point is that the te-General at Meshod rales Western 
Mishanistan and Herat, y, it would appear to be inadvisable, if only on 
this account, to weaken Be vat the capital of Khorassan, ‘Thess facto are 


well known in Thu possibly e less well Known at home, 
+ I have ventured to criticise the preliminary proposals on 

nes withont having heen requested to. do so; but 1 hope that the 

fact that, practically, the whole of my service has been devoted to studying the 


blom of 1 and that I founded both the Consulates of Kerman and Seistan, 


serve as my excuse, 
A copy of this letter is being sent to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran. 
Thaye, &, 
(Signed) P, MOLESWORTH SYKES, 





(22389) No. 82. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received July 8,) 

a) Gulahek, June 13, 1907. 
SONVING! (0 tho ebulhess of SteN. 0! Conor T hava’ Heen supplied with extract of a 
Fepon from is Majesty's Consul-Ceneral at Baudad relating to the language hell im 
his presonco by M. Deseos, late Frouch Minister at Tehran, on the subject of allairs 
ae tated his opinion that the origin of the popular 
to, the direct intervention of this Legation, that 
vas the vielin of British diplomacy, and that the anti-Government party in 

inde the active control and ditvotion of the Br ster. : 
aly expressevl my ss rendered on various occasions 
by M. Doseos to this Legation, “T cannot, however, refrain from expressing my regret 
litt le should fhive propounded such views, and my earnest Hope that they are not 

: his Goverinient, ve 

\With reas 0 the first statement, T hog to observe that it is on record that the 
illgious Header, Seve Mbdullah, made a direct appeal for the iitervention of Tis 
eshment which auet with a dirvet refusal that it was only after this 
that the Popukir party st mst" in order to 
force His : ned it or not, to act the part of 
\ pacity at the direet request of both. 
parties aS soon as a settlement was arrived at his intervention came to am 
Sh hh regard to tho see M. Nous was the victim of British 
diploumaey, 1 bee to obse sis twice been forved to leave the country by an 
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alnest nnaninous burst of popular indignation. It is inconceivable that so deep and 
Tidespread a sentiment could be due to the intrigues of a single forign Leewans 
The causes are kuown snd evident, and the Belgian Legation, which las vers sevn 
to desire to arrive at the truth, has fully reported on them. It is ou seceed tees 
joined my efforts to those of my Russian colleague on behalf of M, Naus, bat we wed 
qeiuuviuced that to attempt more than we cid would ho useless and even dangers 
to hip, ourselves, and eventually to the whole Buropean community. 

With regard to the more serious statement that this Legation since my arvival here 
Ing, Coutrary to your express orders, taken an active part in Boman nice 

ohitics, T venture to appeal to the whole series of tho reports which T have Indien 
Fonour to submit to yon, 

It BS perfectly true that T personally syinpathize with the efforts of the Persian 
eee cai Retependence, and reform, Such sympathice are shared! by meee oe 
Pe aeyeaswes here, and 1 presume, among others, hy the Representation it hee 

epublic. But T think no one who is familiar with the facts woulll ventiee vo allege 
Uhat this T¢ation has over attempted to obtain control of the popular movements tks 
aititude of every member of this Legation has, I believe, heem that lard dons by your 
insfruavious, namely, a attitude of complete non-intervention. [believe that tt woos 
Generally known, at any rate in Teiran, that the Popular party inal not coun caeae, 
pestanco of His Majesty's Government, who aro rovolutely determined nol toe e 
in the domestic afar of Persia, Tivo dono my best in order to the dee eae 
regard to this there should be no room for donb, Thave atthe same tise gates every 
Shport nity, in conformity with your instructions, to explain that. an auauide of eee, 
{nlervention is vory different from an attitude of hostility, and that, thors ear acon es 
Gr, duestion of European allianco directed against Persian liberties, And tho cance 
oF sor Instructions has been, beliove, that the Populi lenders lave dono diet ieee 
persuade their followers to turn their attention. from foreign to. dowonne politics, and 
tonal gt Governments and subjects without undue friendliness or hovtlite 
conclusion, that it would, in my opiuion, be @ grave error 
Hares (the popular movemont in Porsin to such a slight or accidental ertee ae toe 
intrigues of a foreign Legation, [think that Buropean nations shoud be prepared to 
Persia, what they aro beginning to experience elsewhere, a etiooal ig 
[ligiousanovement, formless perhaps, and inisdirected, butof great vigove ant ene 
oc ings perhaps, to the superior mental atiinuents of the Persian meget thea AG 
i: ust inuprobable that the Teaders of the movement here, espe jnlly as they aro in close 
the, Dem, {he Russian Mussutmans alzvady represented in cousilerable mmabae ae 
the Duna, may prominent, perhaps a dominant, position in tho future 
Girelopment of the ustional ant constitions movement atone Mesut ae peoples, 
Should the movement bo reilly of this, natuté, we eannot, halko thee tos aide 
cannot wish to make it our enciiy, 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) CKOM, SPRING-RICR, 








(22390) No. 93. 

; Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Bilwarid Grey.—(Recvived July 8) 
». 125.) e 
Sir, Gulahek, June 18, 1907 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 114 of tho Oth instant I Hark ah honour to 
TEI that Chavo received farthor roporis of ‘Turkish agurossion at cic points on 
the Persian frontier, 

His Highness the Ala-es-Saltanch informed mo, in a note datod the 8th Tuno, that 
{elesraphic news was, on tho 7th instant, received frou Soujboulak that a ‘Purkish 
Xuzhishi (Captain), named Dervish Agha, hil appeared wih fifty men in the Persian 
{istrict of Oklan, a depouteney of Serdasht, and was busy digging in a gold mine, and 
Pashier 4,3 Persian tribal affairs of that district ; furthen, thats commer ona ghia 
Fashilesi had obtained. by force from tho inhabitant of Softee Paper owning 
pagslanes to the Turkisli Government, Another inegion yee edge reported from 
Boneh, whose Persian Governor hiad licen expelled hy one, Abbas Agha Pashderi, at 
fhe head of 250 mounted mon. Hig Highnoas also. sigecd eee oflicer in command 
Gog uautkin had, by order of tho Vali of Bagda invaded tie gone country with 

pquoumted men, and burnt the crops in the Persian distrete Seifi, Malkhatayi, 


an % mm Persian subjects who resided at Khanikin were, he said, mie forced 
2 ( 
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by the Kaimakam of that place to inscribe themselves as Turkish subjects, to take out 
Turkish passports, and to enlist ‘a the Turkish army. 

Mis Majesty's Vice-Consul at Tabreez also reports that on or about the 23rd May 
somo 300 Turkish soldiers, commanded by a major, came into Margavar ; thirty more 
arrived at Behik in Bradest, pulled down the custom-bouse flag, and turned out the 
Director, who was ordered to return to Urmni, 

It will this be seen that the ‘Turks are thrusting themselves forward hy a number 
of encroachments at various points. ‘This activity at the present moment is significant, 
and is attributed to the fear of the Ottoman Government that Russia may shortly 
intervene in Persia, Tn. view of this contingoney Turkey hopes, it is said, to secure 
Deforchand satisfactory frontier, including under ‘Turkish protection the Kurdish 
tribes of the Sunni persuasion, as well as desirable strategieal points. 

The disturbances in Luristan will also provide a very convenient excuse for 
‘Turkish intervention, if an excuse he needed, 

Thave, &, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





(22391) No, 34, 


Sir G. Spring-Rice to Sir Edwaril Grey.—(Received July 8,) 
(No, 126.) 
Sir, Gulakek, June 14, 1907. 

WII reference to my despatch No, 107 of the 20th May, I have the honour to 
infor you that M, Naus left ‘Tehran on the 80th ultimo, 

eeording to information imparted to me by the Belgian Chargé a’Affaines, 

first demanded a larg sum to compensate him for breach of contnuet 

torn of his ensaygenent not expiring till 1913), and also for a complimentary letter 
from tho Shalt witlt 1 lhigh decoration. 

‘These terms the Silt was woable to comply with, in view of the determined 
opposition of the Assembly; and, with the host ssill-in ‘the world, lis old) associates, 
the Ainin-es-Sultan, declared hiniself unable to assist him, 

Modo Wa i factory settlement, contented himself with the 
doin that ) 5 y, amd that M. Prien, 
) uation 
¢, are’ three years | 
arrear, Phe Charge iny confidential information, that le would 
hive preferred ty arainge for M. Priem's departure, but that M. Nuus insisted on his 
romuaining, 

As Thiveattoady osplainod, the Belgian Lewati ina very onburrassing 
situation with regard to dese two agonthonne here Dy the Belgian 
Covomment for purely: adininistrative. pu have, however, for some time 
past phiyed a political part whieh did ot at ull correspond with: the wishes of the 
Government, aud in the last fow months both gentlemen. h ‘ ified with 
the extreme Reactionary: party, aint have phen themselves in open hostility. to the 
popu M. Nauis has for some time past treated his own Legation with marked 

nud This been in the closest come 
Togations, from whose Governments lie has fee 


Tt was by no 
Mois in coutornity will the the Bel wernment that the gentlemen 
who they liad depnted to the Custonis administration of this country should 
usurp a position whie Ixian Minister plainly foresay, could. only Wad to a 
populr outbreak. M, Nau became a Persian Minister, with exceptional powers of 
politica vontrol, closely: bantu: up i e1l-Dowsleh 


tnd the inner Cont clique, and in intimate rola : ign Govermuients, 
Mis poliey appeared inn the eyes of the Popular party to be identified with that pole 
oxtravaganee sind forcizn indebtedness against which the nation lus risen, Mt 
his personal arrogance, aswell facts in connection with his 
ostentatious mode of living, save rise to the general impression that he 

and corrupt. 

When tho Ain-cd-Dovsleh fell, it was discovered that the Customs accounts were 
three years in anwar, and an inquiry by European experts was agreed to. ly the 
Minister of inance, Mf Naus was, however, able to defeat this proposal, wud to 
arrange that the investigation should he conducted by Persians under his own supervision 


reaver, 


and control. is, naturally, that nothing compromising has been discovered, 
and itis highly improbable that any report will ever be issued, 

For same tine after his fall from offce, to which the Shah had reluctantly agreed, 
hie remained in Tehran, uowivally oecupied with the investigation, but, as is, generally 
Telieved, concentrating all his energies on reorganizing the shattered forces of autocracy 
aud preparing his revenge. His continued presence was felt to be a danger, and tie 
niore moderate elements among tho Popular party promised their assistance in ordor te 

the extremists, who were clamouring for an inquiry and for punishneut, to 
nt to his departure. 

‘The matter became of pressing importance when a sort of riot took place, in the 
course of which he was ford short time besciged in his house, and subequentiy forced 

arriage. 
e arrangement was then come to which I have had the honour to indicato, and 
4 promise was obtained from the \ssembly that his departure would be permitted 

In spite, however, of this promise: he was stopped at. Enzcli, his. luggage was 
searched, and he was only allowed to proceed ou his journey after thy most pressing 
messiges from the Mabek and the Asseibly, 

Tsaw hin the evening before his departure, as he went to take his leave of the 

tabok. He gave me to understand that his destination was Brussels, I subsequiontly 
ascertained that he was really on his way to St, Petersburgh, where ho intends to 
confer with M. Grube and M. Ostragradsky, the late and present. Financial Agents. at 
hran, A certain person, whom I happened to see in the Atabok’s garden onthe 
sion of M. Naus’ farewell visit, stated subsequently: that M. Naus was. goig to 
alt on a political anission, and the fact that hie spent is Iast evening at the 
i given colour to the report, a are aware, M, Nas was 
burgh last-autunin in orilor to neg was only: 
the determined opposition of the Shah's Ministors which pre His 
at fow days by that of M. Ostragradsky, who Toft suddenly 
ait and frequent consultations with high personages, in 
self is reported to have said that he would returu, in Noveabu 
an corps aarnde, and his journey to St. Potorsburgh ually: the 
of some anxiety. ‘This is inereaséd hy. the fac in alavning shortage was 
discovered in the sums payable into the Russian Bank for the payment of tho July 
coupon. Every effort is now being 1 up the required sum, and it is 
hoped that payment will be made ‘Tho Minister of Finineo informed: me that 
convinced th shad dono all in his power to retard the: payments, 1 
do not believe the Russian Minister was privy: to such a plan, if it ever. o 
has re in conjunction with the Lewin teneis of M. Ost 
Serious attention of the Persian Government. to the eonsequene 
‘on non-payment, 
ith ii] to ML. Naas relations with the Rs 
M. de i 
silspicions entert sian Ambassador nitinople, iid finparted to 
Sir N.R. O'Conor, to the effect that lie was in corrupt collusion. with. the ¢ 
Government on the matter of the ‘Tmvo-Porsian froution  M 
throughout accorded M, Naus his whole-hearted 
esociate ainyself with cert 
avteution to the 
trust Li 


sted, for he 
laky, called: the 
Which would: cnsue 


pyernment’s 
M, Naus! departure, bit 1 
the danger of talking 
8 sb tunanimously condemned 
ion that M, Naus, through the 
i Tange. stun, of 
nly, of siiving 

Sir A. Nicol 
idl hat the Russian 

Jn, howe 


ter, 
is notorious 

nister hore; and with Baron von Marscliall, 

Constantinople, when he was first compelled to leave 

Popular movement which was directed ajguinst him list yeun. It is 

hie then felt piqued at the insufficient protection ie had received from Russie 

it is true M. Speyer did interfere on his behalf), but he appears to have 
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Aecntly returned to his first friendship. I am informed by M, Stenrich, the German 
Minister, who was at first inclined to take a most friendly view of his character and 
osition, that there has been a marked coldness hetween them from the day on which 
the Gorman Minister advised him either to leave at once or invite a full sal impartial 


hae gard fo my oy attitude towards M. Naus, Thave followed a8 closely a8 

Possible that observed by Sir A. Hardingo, who regarded him as an energete oiie; , 

without any polit ept that dictated by personal considerations, and quite 

tiling to be serviceable if it was in his interest to be so. It happened thet tie 

interest generally, though not always, coincided with that of Russia, fea ths tat ee 

nt hin from being frequently of service to this Legation, But since recent or entg 

n hardly be expected to. follow any policy. ictated by what he has 

Suffered a the hands of the Popular party, on whose destruction he is tent Ae tae 

it be compassed by foreign assistance, fi itary, his continued 

eee Gi lly be a source of anxiety and if he roturns, a8 he assured sno he 
Would, at the end oF the year the event will not be without significance. 

Thave, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


PST understand M. Naus is now in Hungary, 
@. SR, 





[22892] 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edirard Grey—(Reeeived July 8.) 


Gulohek, June 14, 1907. 
T HAVE the honmue to inelose herowith an interesting nud valuable, Stoo. 
Tandon, dean up by Me. Loraine, who travelled to Tehran from Constantinople 
Tout, Allopo, the Euphrates: Valley, Bagdad, Moliammerah, Ahwas, sna 


T venture fo oxpress the opinion that Mx Loraine’s Report of his journey will be 

found {6 contain some now and interestine facts as to and the Euphrates 

ait eauel to the Persian part of his joumey, T have already profited te 

<onsiderablo extent by the information which he haw brought fromthe seek oat 

to this Legation that a Secretary should arrive 

to important sections of the work, 

Haast eof opinion that Mx. Loraine, who was encouraged hy 

Uys, Najests’s Ainbassador at Constantinople to take thie router choad wet sulter 

Ainnncinily for what is a decided wain to His Me T venture therefore to 

recommen t Hould be allowed his travelling expenses, whieh, ns they include 

no claim for maintenance allowanec, aro not greatly in excess of. the expenses on the 
ordinary route from Constantinople to eliran, 

Thaye, &e 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


ee 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 35, 


Menoraudum ty Mr: Loraine on a Journey from Constantinople ta Tehran, through 
Northern Suria, Mesopotamia, Persian <rabistan, ant the Bukhtiare Country. 


1 LRPL Constantinople on the 14th March in a driving snow -storm, and after 

some delay on account of foul weather, reached Smiyrna on the 16th 
[t was 100 soon after the publication of the new. Roglentent: Douwnior” for me 
foascortain how tar it met the requirements of the B rehants in that place, 
Consil-Gencral Cumberbateh. seemed cont it it would be most 
beneticial, while the continuanes ist between the 
new itstructions 

beral spirit 

‘The stceossful termination of the neg 
ction with the extension of the Smyinn-Aidi prolongation of 
ion, aud the attitude of the British authori the Kiamil Pasha 
ilont, had undoubtedly: produced an excellent impression loc ly. 


the Embassy in 
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Some information T was able to. obtain about a publication, 1,000 copies of which 
had been distributed among the Mussulman population of Smyrna duting the six 
previous weeks, forms another instanee of the activity with which Pan-Islamie iden 
are being fostered and disseminated in the Ottoman Einpire, 

J was unable to see a translation of this work, but hind the advantage of diseussing 
it with Mr. Walter Turrell, a resident in Smyrna, who had translated all the sence 
interesting passages from a copy which had fallen into his hands, 

lhe work is called the “Bin ve Bir Havadis,” or the 
Traditions.” Tt was written by Mohammed Arif, 
Moukh Pasha, Ottoman Commis Cairo in 1819, it 
id at Moukhtar Pashia's mclios open revolt 
ollahs to lend tho 
ing on the Prineo of Wales whon 
tion they suifered in not even 
fo enter their names in 


iro and Constantinople 
copies distributed at Smyna 
e, could not: have been’ dono 


quired to 
ng Up such a force of, 
rain for long, leaving the 
act, anything may be done at Smyma 
bombardment be disregarded, 
ie publication is a striking illustration of Pan-Islamism in its most 
spect. 

rested to hear a strongly expressed opinion that: the downfall of Kiamil 
a was due to the personal animos IV Basho, tha jresent Grand van % 

There was a long-standing quarrel bet ing baek to the 
Pash was Vali of Ki it itis said, when the 
1 Vizier found th head on questions of 
1 the aba incident, 


Tarrivell at Mersinn late on the 18th March, and went asliore for a few hours the 
following morning 
Every one there wanto! to know wheu the eonstruetion of the Bulgurli-Adana 
1 of the Bagi but 1 was unfortunately unable to 
ten them on the sth confidently expeeted by the inhabitants that a 
olden era of prospe {awaits Mersinn as soon as the Morsi 
na Railway ed up with the Anatolian system, Alwady there hing 
in’ the of land, particularly in the neighbourhood of the 
ihe Tecent appointment: by the German Syndicate of M. Bellart, a Swiss, 
and from al 1s an energetic and capable maii, to supervise the alfa 
Mersina-Ad 


suid to have purehinsed recently, in. his own 

vale of €11.6,000.. ‘This figure 

subsequent inyestis ihe did buy some 
Jand 1 on ciccount of hig 


apa ledge to see that Morsina is eminently 
larg 


miversion into a largo trading port. At present it is nothing more 

v exposed to the south west; the deep 
lle to a mil alt expeuse vequired 
(0 construct a harbour would undoubtedly by very 


circumstances it may he conjectured that when the railway reaches 

na will be use by the Germans ax an outlet faute de mieur s hut, when 

Rujuitches Bagdad it may be that the German interest will eoinelde with that ot 

‘he Sultan, namely, to ent off the outlet ou the Mediterranean ‘and. sy Ware aon 
sel] Hl 
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{runk Tino with no point vulnerable to attack from the sea or accessible to maritime 
trade, 

f Mersina has a considerable 

are British. Tn view of 

fagdad Railway reach 

regular Consular officer there, i n 

at present in the hands of Mr. Loiso, 

unfitted, if only on the seore of age, for 


Het Gant Mitte T resched Boyrout, and, amone other places, 
Ainerean College there, | It issomewlat remarkable that 150 Moslorge geet boi 
(alnented thors and that they attend ehapel regularly, though, of emees ns attempt is 
mide to proselytize or impose doctrinal teaching 

Filter pagammond Hay took me to eall-on the Vali, Khalil Pasha, and on 
MonzalTer Pasha, the Governor of the Lebanon, Anaceniny of a sation with 
the former, andl also of one with the Valiol Aleppo, recanted. tn cai patch to Sir N, 
O'Gouion, is annexed herewith for convenience of reference 

Talso made the quinn} of the American Co 'stl-Ceneral, who takes a keen 
iMtectatbat aahdl & well acquainted with, “desert polities," pnrticultely gs regards the 
intortribal stvife in the N 


On the evening of tHe 28rl March T aeached Aleppo, having stayed one day in 
tagmseus on tho way. |The joumey from Beprout to Daranseus an tite ean gauge 
{fakes nine hours; that wiscus to “Aleppo, changing at Rayak from. the 
Harrow to the broad in zo, from se feen hours. 

cra, neetssry preparations for the journey to Bagdad wore ara ly facilitated by 
the extreme ss andl courtesy of tho Vali of Aleppo, Nazim Pasha, who went 
of ‘is Woy to) insure lus comfort, in many’ cases yrmonatly sup 

gements, No one, oven sit a seemed to have nny i 

vigating the Euphrates in a native hont, and it wae 
Hood management thit 1 came across 
Habit of dispatching them down steen aveortlins 

lo with this min for our ony to Folloudja in one of 

alle 

J reached Moskéné on thio 27th March, and_on the followin day embarked 
immediately on the amival of the “shakhtown® as these oats are catia. 

ith peiittsbnved ‘constuction curved at the ends, about 18 to 20. q 
long, with H width of 8 to 9 fogt and some 3 fect, dv iy 
strongly built, rowel snwn planks bet vd to & framework of vertical pasts 
held together on the inside: hy: eross-pieces, and the seams eaulked with tow 
piteh, 

Aly orf Tornied no) exeoption to the usual prnetice, whieh is to 
polakltour” toxethoe Ironside on fin-xvfety of tay 
Hecossary fo ork this cumbrows inachine, one in. the how 
All threo do little but testing work, and hard work ; not current 
running, 

rr tae Nay down tl river 1 mnie inquities th regard to the tendo ears Lon by 

eakditour,” but as such information as. 1 wob was from nation ener. 
Hy of the most indefinite deseription. ‘The following atate 
believe fo he accurate :— 


Mhe Voats ary built at Biredjik at x cost of £1 T. 9 apiece; thy 
to sold ns tirewood at Pelloudja for 8 or 9 4 i (about 1h 6s. Sz, or 
while the re towed up stream by man-povver. 
pass dow er from Bicedjik to Felloudja at irregular intervals all 
the year round, except oveasionally towards the ond. of the her weather, when the 
river is very Tow and the passage ednsequently too stow, 
ir Zan eles of souls, whieh seem to be taken on board mainly 
Af Meskéué and DettolsZor, which in this way inay be regarded cenit river ports of 
Aleppo and Damascus respectively. 
if site Moighe fs 50 piastros (about 8. 4c.) a bale from Meskéné to Pelloudja, 1 
should judgo-ench “shakhtour™ capable of carrying thirty bales. 
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From this it would seem that a not inconsiderable 
down the Euphrates, and the subject might bear investi 
systematization and development, 
“In the report of my conversations with tie Valis of B yrout and Aleppo the 
guesticn of openiug up the Kuphrates Valley by steam navigntinn ne a lave route, with 
Teaitlet on the Mediterranean by means of a railway from Moskangae Aleppo and. 
Alexandretta, was touched upon, 
In this comnection T venture with all di fidence to make the following 
observations : — 
h are successfully overcome by the stormer 
Veould not help thinking that the stroteh of the 
Sed, ies, Hetwoon Meske Howdja, could bo 
rae at uot all the year round, probably at least for 
This T believe an aecopied fact that, if the navigation of 
for any reason to. cease, the river would in a shot space of 
s—eonse to be navi as the constant passage up and 
Keeps the channo rgning from this, T should imasine 
that, if once a channel on the I ircil, steamboat navigation would 
be possible, ‘The only. reach %, which would need preparation, 
though Lam unfortunately not in a position to speak with expert knowledic, is 
that between Anahi and Hit, there a ecrtain amouet ot blasting would presumably 
he necessary to remove some rocks which obstruct, tne channel and muke it rather 
dang not actually impossible, 
be urgel thit the conditions on the two vivers differ n one essential, 
hanicly, that the “igris has a soft bed and. tlie ELuplinates a rocky one; but this 
ght be overcome, by emptoyiiig on the litter hoite at, design siinilar 
to these whieh ply on the Trrawaddy, ‘These arb, T believe, Iumped in the middle 
and low in the bows and. stem, so tliat they y  tesist, cnd-on shocks without 
danse, while itis supposed tobe impossible for themlo hevk their bucks 
Heal thing would, of course, ho for the Kupheates ie he navi 
Junction with the Tigeis. at Kutna, If, hawelon the ve 
Me about that part of the river is comet; his weald Di) 
luiless the strean is reliverted trom the Mingié. Coral into. its original I 
CApemsive operation, which I understand the Ottomne Government hig 
contemplation not’ 
Remembering ssrs, Lynich possess np tits on the Buph 
80, Tsu r agent at Duis lity of got 
information as xv Houdia, and he scomed to 
Tak it might be possible to send a competent Person to inake investigations 
However, whether Messrs. Lynch think it worth they. Hot to conduet inquiries 
(i the subject, L venture to'sugiest that, it it won possibleto sparean officer from this 
al Tdiau miailsteamer “Comet to make sure hie Report would he valuable 
iMeresting, as well in’ the way of  supplyi Wl dita, Which cuw now 
oly deficiont, as from the point of view ef ti © Euphrates, whether for 
ion or irrigation, 
for facilitating the placing of steamboats on ho Huphrates the 
{uvisabllity of its southern course waulll not scam ae Ye essential, even though 
Gesirable, “agdad is, and will dubtless remain. the istributing contre fox 
‘nak, and could lie connected by a liglit 1 ih Belloudja 
they are ouly some 85 miles apart, outlay’ fe 


sliirt a distance could not be ¥ rotection of the 
some such way 


azainst flooils. ‘Thy 
Would in any case ion of the Upper 


Euphrates, 


‘The following conclusion seems to flow from the foregoing observations, ie— 


‘That itis desirable to make a careful and acewate Study of the possibilities of 
rent means of communication in the Bupheates Veh and that the present 
Movient is opportune for so doing, for the following reason 


1, Having in view the advent into Mesopotamia of the Bagdad Railway, whieh 
MAY OF may not constitute an influence hostile to Into interests, it would bs 








‘The coming into force in F 1903 of the new specific 
ial Conyention of November 1901, does not seem to hi 
ial effect on British 


sort the right of the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company 






had the prejudi 












‘riff, negotiated 


Karun trade which was anticipaged at the tim 


tion proved the possibility of avignling the Buplirates, 
ritimate step towards the consolidat 
the predominance they 

ities, be threatened, and will w 
2. What the execution of 


when that Convention was published, 
Although in the main speculative, it may be worth while to suggest three 
planation which, separately or conjointly, possibly contributed to this result, 


British enterprise lias, at the present time, the first 


jon, and that its uudortak 









irrigation scheme in Mesopotamia, such as that ‘hat the articles most heavil 








ly penalized under the new Tariff are now almost: 


proved methods of 


eate a need for imp 
i » the greatest benefit 





contemplated by Sir William Willcocks, would 
communientions 








‘Tea is exclusively smuggled, and c 


coffee to a large extent; both are almost 
niggled from India, but it probably comes 





from the development of the country that would ensue 
inhabitants of their shar 


ly of Indian origin. Soap 
Europe and is transhipped at Bombs 
Tariil came into fore 
ipal places of entr 








immediate 
jpments of tea to Shushter fell 50 por cent, 








ied Bagdil on the and left on the 16th by the T 


after the new 








y for smuggled goods are Bander Mashir, Bander 





tl. Miere Messrs. Lynch. w 


“Whalifah,” arriving et Bussore s i 1 
SEARS in which [ continued my journey, passing 





and Bander Rig, 
Not very much sugar is smuggled, but the pri 





of sugar is occasionally and 





wered by a contraband load ¢ 
A quantity of wheat is smuggled 
weated into the belief that the whes 





‘oming up from the const. 
out through Mohamm 





ron the Tistis 
(1 Bussorah, and 





un their third stea 
ritish residents i 














ah, the Customs 





at is destined for delivery at 





is Maj vernment wore kh Khazzal’s house at Fehilia, on the Shatt-el 
vis most welcome as a proof that His Majesty’s Government were 2 
UMC GT TL GinG ntention of allowing the preponderant 





that the new trade route opened up by the Lynch road was hound to attract 


Importance of British j : 
position Bvitish enterprise tins for so tong 





eld in those regions to he 





‘on account of its obvious advantages over tho Bushire: 
years it has been undergoing an 





Shiraz route, and that 


‘il expansion which a hostile 


in local questions, ‘Tarif! may ba 





aire ENO led, but has heen pow 





lopment has heen at the expense of the Bushire-Shiraz route, 





1 have already offered some suggestions in a Report to 


As regards the f 2 ‘ 
ioe i nclosed in his despatch No. 109 of the 21st Ma 








gent: at Ahwaz was of opinion that navigation on the Upper 
bly could be, ‘The loss, with 





oar (o the latter, it appears that the yolume of trate along th 


Hoon inewasing uniformly and well, the 


ory a. condition as it 
At 20,0001, and he sees 








10 prospect of improvement. “Moreov: 











connected with the supply of trans; the decay in the ir 





culty at present is t 





of the 





foyernor and. 


h are falling more than ever into disuse, 
they furnish a strong argument: in favour of 





moint of transport available, it 


ments are comect 
attracted a large, but 


sitting Shushter from the 
ternative would be to construct the 





ee of tho first section of the 











not suficient, number of 


proposed Lnristan road, 


road so as to ran almost due north 









Ahwaz to Kut Kh 





n get better pay and cheap manieh, Kut Kh 


for if, sis sometimes. the n this trace is levdl, and at every 


fodilor on the Bushiro-Shivaz road they naturally 


and Diful, ‘The 


is to he found; moreover, 





if not so important. as Khoromabad, 
Luristan, Phe plan offers one furth 

loption, to dodie th 
road be tiken to Shushter, 


established an ageney, Tui 


‘Nhe Lynch Company have qu Seer 





mely, that: 
sof the Moin. 
will almost certainly get n Cone 
Y means of whieh he would 








ome 7 or 8 ini 











furoukh, in the hope of tapping a 
2,000 to 5,000 mules ther 

that distvict, tiading on their owt 
Wermanshiah and sell-on tl 
but until their new 
to forecast to what extent the 





At present the 





ce loails to. Shushi 
y's aim is to bre 
som little time it is impo 








ind, the abandonment of navigation on the Upper Ki 


be involved, which at the best is some 





eney has heen working 
ir ciTorts will be sue 





Liat of a white elep 
country T heard of the ¢ 
own as the ang. 
I was unable to visit t 








ors on the road to sell fodder, 
tes at the carayanserai . 


sulplitur deposits, 
the latter in the nei 
but fis Majesty’s Minister has si 





mer in the gorg 
ibourliood of Naghun. 











nnually farmed out by the Chie 








istributing cont 
might be pos 











ssion fort tramway f 
y exorbitant toll on all 





nn would, 





nt 
stenico of rich eon 
Darkest Warkesh, 

places my: 








e instructed Captain Lorimer, if possible, to 









mid report npon them, 





fo own its thaunsp 


remainder of my journey 





spalian to ‘Tehran, which I reached on the 











Y, Was uneventful and call: 





for no comment. 
cireumistanees Mess 

white agent dl ts 
anh the result could hardly: 
OF the Alwaz-tspalin rout is neces 





PERCY L, LORAINE, 















—— ———————— 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 25. 


‘Whe tolls levied by the Bakhtiari Klans on tralfie on the road (5 krans per mule 








Mr. Loraine to Sir N. O'Cowor, 
Lf that sum a fe 















P may perhaps be of interest to report that, on amy 
stant, Sir R. Drummoud-Hay 















Aleppo, March 25, 1907, 





ival at Beyrout on the 


took me to call on ‘the Vali, that on arriving 


ut that the road is.at pr 
{o be so is somewhia 















ongworth presented me yesterday to the Vall of 
1 






Aleppo, and that their 
I 
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Pxcellencies Khalil Pasha and Nazim Pasha respectively touched on the question of 
the Bagdad Railway in the course of conversation, thongh no reference whatever had 
previously heenSnade to that subject. 
Khalil Pasha asked me whether it was known how soon the Germans intended to 
“continue the construction of the line to Adana, T replied that no announcement had 
deen made on the subject, and that, as far as T knew, every one at Constantinople 
wits in the dark about it. His Exeelleney went on to say whit a great expense the 
railway with its large kilometric guarantees was to the Ottoman Government. In his 
Deliof the Germans would continue the construction as far as Adana, but they would 
not vet any further without the co-operation of England, France, and Russi 
Why. lie said, dovs not Ida railway to Bagdad without a 
Kilomotrie guunantee? The country it would traverse was rich, and the development it 
would undergo when opened up by the railway would render a guarantee unnecessary, 
Tasked his Excelleney how this eonld be, as the Concession for the construction of a 
ilway to Bagdad hid already been granted by the Sultan. He replied that was a 
question whieh depended on what interpretation was placed on the wording of the 
Concession, A Concession, it w had heen given, but secording to its terms the 
niilivay was to pass through cortain plaec 
witli the letter of the ¢ sion, were proposed by a party wi 
Without guarantees, it would be possible to 
oF the German Concession to fall through. 
avin Pasha, the Vali of Meppo, appronclied the subject in precisely the same 
Wiy as Khalil Pasha tnd done, and Lanswored in thesame sense, After rinarking on 
ti lange sums that the Bagdad Railway. wi ing the Ottoman Government, his 
Fxeclleney went on to point out the supertority in point of view of both cheapness’ and. 
distanee OF a line from Ale: to Meskéné through leppo, connected with 
Bawlad, Bussorah, and the Persian Gulf by a steamer service on the Euphrates. Tf an 
Hpglish Company’ would come forward and propose to construct such a line without 
kilometrie guarantee he felt sure it would su 
Thal the opportunity of Excelleney this evening, and in 
the meanti nombe ving heard of a British Company which had 
proposed tout years azo to construct such a railway, and to make the 
Lcupliates navigable for Stenmers, and further that at about that date the monopoly of 
navieation on the Tigris and Euphrates had heen granted to the Ci 
Navin Pasha i this were the plivd in the alirmative, adding that { 
that a steamer had plied up to Meskéné in the time of Midlat Pasha proved that 
stwuiner navigation on thy Buphiates was possible, He admitted that the nayiyati 
was diiffenll owing: toa habit whieh that river possessed of changin: 
ti tino, but estimated the cost of putting the to 
xvelloney that ar 
service on t tes yvould be impossible of acceptane 
Viel by the Civil ‘ist, anil lie replied that that, was not thie ease 
uphrates had lapsed, the Civil List having done nothing as yet in that 
expect, and state thal it woulil accordingly be possible to uecept suck propast 
coupled with the construction of a Alexnndrettn-Aleppo-Meskéné Railway without 
guinrantees, his railway, Ue wonton. to sey, would pros iificulties whatever; 
there was not a single bridge to build, and use could he made of the new roud from 
Aloxandretti to Meppo, while the country between Meppo and Meskéné was pertectly 
flat. Parthor, that the tine would have its douche’ ar the only good natural port on the 
const, and would constitute, together with the steamer service on the Euphrates, 
the natural overland route to ulia, He finally referred to the new line from Hama 
to Aleppo, ridiculing the strategic importance which is supposed to attach to it, 
entirely depreeating its commercial value, an opinion which, I understand, 
Mr, Longworth indorses, and condemning it as unnatural in contradistinetion to the 
Alexandretta—) 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) PERCY L, LORALN 
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x Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 
, 128, 
a Gulahek, June 15, 1907. 
AS I have already had the lononr to point out, the Province of Azerbaijan has 
tlroughout played a very important part in tlie reform or revolutionary movement, 
‘This is due partly to the energetic qualities of the people, who have a large adiixtire 
of Turkish blood, partly Jong and, bitt rience of the p 
iahd, and partly and principally to the influence of the Mussulman inh: 
the Caucasus, who, as shown by their representatives in the Duma, are deoply 
with liberal id 
ian at Tehran have played a prominent part in the 
proceedings of the Medjliss. They were grceted on their arrival with royal, or rather 
saintly honours, an ice asswmhied th leadership of the Liberals in the Assembly, 
Their leader, Taki Zadeh, is, as Tam assured by. a member of the Governmont, 
cialist_ at heart, but he is deoply i ith the necessity of caution and 
moderation, and ie and his colle lost no opportunity of restraining the 
ion of iis native p ly ihoderately sueceastil, 
people of Azerbaijan a considerable foreo s they 
70th “En ized! arins destined for the 
Shah; the est, the leador of 
¢, liowever, persuaded, though with great ulty, {0 restore tho 
the return of fh 
ave informed i addition to the Constitution is unter 
y unulor the law to all Persian subjects, 
tlement, which was of course attributed to the Shahi has 
veut tise to intense discontent. An ultimatum was sent to ‘Tehran, demanding the 
tof the additional clauses hy. certain date, and the 
strongly suspected that the peop 2 
auth aniswereit by the Shalt) ly to tho British 
‘ilate-Genersd, who t Miter informing the Persinn Government 
il the Assembly, 1 seu offect that the Constitution. was still 
discussion, aud) that a dec ly bo come to with the knowledge of 
wit represeutitives, ut that for the present tlie people must not expect aan tinmed iat 
sohition, 
airs were reopened, ant there was for a time a short lull, But ilie 
us the peop e local Assembly had serions doudits sis 
tho: safety of the foi sidents. They: appealed to Mr Weatislaw, who, 
properly, refermd then t0 his Russian colleague, as doyen. ‘That ontleman ri 
the deputation, but nothing has transpired as to, what passed 


mi Which raised to. high degree the indignation vf 


cortain Ti 4 notorious robher, 

sits seized: and couvieted of the order 

of the Valiahd. He was taken to ‘Ted anil, onee arrived at 

1 with peculiar dist ili title of “Pho 

Victorions Commander.” His son, Buyuk i is native provines, and 

resumed. the pat eof robber wy Royal command the 

desiguation of 
The Tal his prow 

Tavis 

usclf) thit his 


ad 
telegram from Mr. Wra iit 


whether the rumours we ‘Tho commission was atl but 1 sent a 
letter to the Mabek explaining the situation, disclaiining all desire to interfere, 
suggesting that it might be as well, in the interest of peace and order, to reassure 
the population, ‘The Shalt wrote on the margin of my letter an autograph roseript 
denying most positively the accusation, and is shown by the Atabek to 
Mr. Churchill. I telegraphed in this se: y z 
Simultaneously another incident occurred, which had a still 
affect The local Enjumen was in the abit of amocting at tho tel 
suspicious characters were observed loafing about the premises. ‘They wore arrested, 





fight took plice, in which one of them was killed. The others were seized and 
ee neat foe Lancet ove UerumeeSillans TRGner of the 
pal Pore » had recently arrived at Ta e bribe to 
jens of the Assembly. ‘The conspirators were s. ‘They are 
all ali Klin's re id Trane Sultan was brothersi-law of Rabin's son. They 
iid forme part of Rubin's suite at eliran 
Her esialeslutate Gury: Mig Rain tothe rere intercepted, 
~ support ih the nntwe of the Shah, and offering to march on ‘Tabreez. ‘The 
sasting allusion to the “exeention” which he bad already done on 
Mi fhe same time, and simultaneously with the arrival of the 
"ys mossage throng me, sins Were Mhiercepted from Rahim Khan to his som, 
Whieli, d= the Bnjiiuen consiteres, established beyond doubt the Shah's comp! 
‘ows of (hse events reaclied Tehran fn anexagaerated form. Tt was stated that 
hacks il Killed 3 iahabitntss that he add 
shiowat thy nunuis at His Majesty Tiad sent the brother of 
eto confidant with secret orders 10 Compass tho assissination of the loca 


ie matier was bronglit up in the Palin Awe 
iat the instanceof Taki Zadeh, but the ¢ 
tae ne H neh ee ehrae aH RAeH A enor TEAM 


Jy desorbed what followed fn the town on the day before: the Sha 
birthday, Humminations were conntermanded; violent and revolutionary I 
Was ts suuvoundiug the Palace of the Assembly ; imprecations were 
showered on the name of the Stak sod all the Kajar sce. The forsig 
were warned not to wail on the Shah with dhe usual congratulations, Orde 
Was maintained, aul notices wero posted up warning the people to treat all fo 
Te oacetunle Ta aiedtee men win ihenaeriitenre aa 
Hho was a faitlfil servant of bis Kings and it was against the Shall’s ionour to: allow 
Wis piiuishnient: Mo most, His Majesty couseuted to Gnporary confinement in a 
roo of the Palen, ~ 
is Malick wins forced 40 interfere, ad exercised the strongest personal’ pressure 
ow his Sovereign whieh, as he fold ane, was for some time ineeetnal, He had to 
invoke thi vid of the lief Priests, one af whom was, or appeared to, he, serio 
‘Vheit Holiiesses used strong and deter Mi 
ot personally seo the Shull, Ht, us he tok me, ‘ 
Majesty tw remove all just gaouuds of eonplaine’ by timely compliance, 

M Shah yielded. A deputation of the Assembly 
Kirnaie Bina, the Minislor of dTustion, who with x body of sold 
Rolin Khaw toa plice of coufuement, His Highness informed ime 
anjutele th ly impression that the crowd was quite capable of 
eneioutiiiye sium Khan and on himself 

Ii the wiogntinie, Buyak Khin's proccotings, whieh had oveastoned such alarm, 
wore stuldenly airestedl hy an tinexpeeted atiack on his villages hy the Haji Hojalt 
trilie bP Shalisevents, who had ol scores to settle, and who hud seized the opportunity 
of taking the popular side, : 

Ai Tohru nud ay Tabrree |. Butin the provinces 
to news Was: spread from, town tot gerated form, Reshit, Meshied, 
‘unl bapa 1 ir sympathies aul begyed for news, Reassuring telegrams 

sent Ji ovdor of the Government, hut it ean hardly be said that confidence 
1 is restore 

as Leen to inerease the already intensely bitter feeling 
‘Whe deterrent is the fear, not_ of the Persian Government, but of 
folt thot an outbreak will lead to immediate invasion, It is true that 
promises of support have bicen received from the Mussulmans of the Caucasus and from 
the hirge and determined body of Persians who work inthe oil wells of Baku. But 
the popi rs are resolved, if possible, to prevent a cri sing 
CAVE! AN es lecaTehnea Mmaetiole MCE agomusienu seaboretinie amass rs 

to siippress the popular indignati 

On du oveasion oft the Assembly passed a loyal address as 
S00) i» ews Wy 1 that His Majesty liad consented to Rahim Khan's 

fri ynent The Averbaijan Deputies mised no objection. ‘The Atabek prepared 
vor, whieh he showed me, conveying the Shah’s thanks for this expression of 
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the love of his faithful people, and renewing his assurance of sympathy in the 
constitutional idea, ‘The message was received openly with the warmest acknowledg- 
ments. The private comments were of a different. character. 
Thave, &, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





[22394] No. 37. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edword Grey.—(Received July 8.) 
(Xo. 129.) 
Sir, Gulahek, June 15, 1907. 
ALTHOUGH it is agreed on all hands that the financial situation of tho country 
is desper that some iimediate steps must. be taken to met at least some of the 
pressing liabilities of the Government, nothing. posi yet been accomplished 
either by the Government or by the As 
Certain financial reforms have been ree lie latter (particulars of 
‘h will be found in Mr, Churehill’s Report), but, they will not have an immediate 
effect. In the meanwhile the financial stringency is increasi day. Payments 
are a year and a-half in arrear, taxes are not coming in, there is seriou: ontent 
amon ils and soldiers, and as regards the provinces the Government is 


‘You are aware of the Attabek’s character, Me has acquired the habit of living 
from day to day; he is incapable of prosecuting for long any serious measure of 
reform; his idea of statecraft is to get rid of the most pressing di ies and disarm. 


the most importinate crities—for the day, What comes tommorrow he loaves to 


tomorrow to decide, ‘The most convenient form of putting this policy into execution 
is to float a foreign loan, the proceeds of which he can hold in his own hand in order 
fo drop judicious douches of oil on the troubled waters which surround him, ‘Tliis 


is the poliey he would prefer to adopt, and in dealing with possible lenders he: is 
extremely adroit in stimulating one of ‘hem by eloquent descriptions of the other's 
ity. At the present moment, however, bis i mpaired by the 
nisness that he is Held personally respons lunge section of public 
opinion for the ruinous sale of the country, which’ is regaled as the origin Of her 
present tnisfortinies. He knows that if he continues the work which he lias bein, hi 
Teputation and his life will ho in serious danger, He is, therefore, anxious lot a 
f a, but he is equal nis that the loan should be negotiated aud sig 
Vie M 4 very convenient instrument for tis purpose, but the M 
wwhiicli sh e ausiotivs of the Attubek sind is well informed of the elle 
zt loan on public opinion, though « aixious to obtain the money, is equally 
afraid of the responsibility of obtaining it, ‘The Majlis, however, lus also tt instrument 
to hand in the National Bank. ‘This body is v characteristically Persian institue 
6 a bank éxcopt th 
body have dec refused to take any’ part i 
al, thou 


ajlis, 
of a 


stipposed, not without rea 
hrilliant exterior, and that, the 
Tay Tiauds on it without lis 
T recently. rece 
with praise my fri 
of the: countr 
lant, the Moule 
of the Assembly. ‘The Mouhber 
not borrow money from a foreign Gi nt; but not 
nsaction. In ‘six months the adi tion would fi 
would pour in, confidence would be created, th 
, under the direction of the Assembly, to rest 
But as gently required, Tt amounted to 
Witho 10 relorms were possible and genoral 
= was the only js Could not the Imperial Bank take shares to this amount. in 
National Bank? Tt would be an open sign of the friendship of England to the 
Persian peoples it would avert (and here his Excelleuey spoke with significant gravity) 
K 


could 

eit fair commercial 
ly be on its logs again, 
al Bank would be in a 
ordered finances of the 
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Consul. Mie Sidecd-es-Siltanch himself collected news and patrolled the streets day 
and night, Sadend-e-Sultaneh was formerly in the employ of the Persian Foreign 
Office as Passport. Agent at Bushire, Before joining the Russian service he was in 
reo 1 of about 1001. a-year from the Persian Government, which has 
now heen stispended, 

3, M. Ovscenko endeavoured to bribe a personal servant employed by Messrs. 
Wilson and Cruickshank to report to him on their journey from Bunder Abbas to Lar 
and Shiraz, his has already heen reported (No. 108, 20th May). Bat 

4. \ Caucasian named’ Ali Bey arrived at Lingeh on the 11th April with the 

( vit Lar and Jahrutn, following in the footsteps of 


ko is reported to employ people to wateh the proceedings of His 
Majesty's Consul at Bunder Abas, and to follow him about when on tour. 

POU eS HI ed that M, Oyseenko supplied the Calcutta “Hablut 
Matin” newspaper with 4 hostile statement respecting the supposed political activity 
of tlie Macmalion Mission in Seistan, : 

7 Te will also be remembered that M. Ovseenko was extremely hostile to the 
quamnting service, whieh is in the hands of British: doctors, (Sir €, Spring-Ri 
espatehi No, 39 of 24th Vebrunry last), 
SENS SU ai ea) (Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL, 
Guluhek, May 29, 1907. 
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Sir GC. Spring: e to Sir Kdwarit Grey.—(Received July 8.) 
(No, 182.) 7 
Sir, Gulakek, June 18, 1907 
1 HAVE the honour to report an chi has led to a voluminous 
correspondence with the Persian Government, with which 1 do not propose to trouble 
you, : 
Pee ior kone tie pus ero Waves en alainled ta erg shah, arising out of a 
Contest between two parties the popular and the aristocratie—whieh, since the establish- 
nent of popular institutions in Persia, have been strugeling tor 
Who is a brother of the Nin-eid-Dosloh, the late reactionary Grand Vizier, sympathi 
with the ayistocratic: party had till litely the upper Hand, and is no doubt 
supported by the Court, ‘The leaders of this party, whose expulsion had been reluctantly 
permitted by the Governor in deference to the popu y x 
Disorders broke out in an ageravated: fh lly. culminated in a 
general fusillade, There was some loss of life, Care was, however, taken not to fire on 
the jHenises veeupied hy the tnperial Bank, though they were adjacent to the house o 
One off the jinpular lend toil into a sort of fortress. Ib is 
potable that the popular leaders liad relations with the Salared-Dowleh, whose 
Opposition ty the Government made him populit. Howeer that may he, when the 
it forces, consisting mainly of members of the nomad tribes in the neighbour 
Irought into the town, an assault committed by the mob on an aristocrat 
leader alforded a convenient pretext for retalintion, and the Governor, or the 
Commanding Oliver, ordered, or allo ved, a general attack hy the Royal forces on the 
Divaaars, which wore complete ‘The popular party, fling itself outmateked and 
as they believed at the Governor's instigat c tention of 
taking * base" inthe British Consulate, Phe C imself was abscut. ‘The doctor, 
who was tending the Consul’s wife, then suileri wz from the effects of a severe accident, 
urged] the applicayts ty Teave the Consulate alone. His warnings were disregarded. The 
mol entercit the Consular premises hy the garden, whieli was not defended by a wall, 
and a erowd ot 2,000 persons were soon in occupation of the Constilate, Th 
protested, and, seut_me a telegram full of denunciations of the refugees. 
Header, @ popular priest, Molla Mohummed Mehdi. ‘The refugees, on their part, urged 
thal the telegraph office was in the hands of their enemies, aml that th 
‘Vohra Government ond Assembly were suppressed, T enmmunicated 
nent, pointing out the intulerable position in whi 
owing to its forcible « 
1 shiould hay 
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By way of roply T received a visit from the member of the Foreign Office charged 
with British affairs, who, speaking by oriler of the Shai, demanded the sutrender of the 
leaders of the popillar party, and especially the Mlollah Mehdi, I told him that he could 
not wish their expulsion iniore ardently than J did, but that he must be aware, that 
Persian usage would not justify the surrender of persons who had taken “ basty” and 
that even if T instructed the Consul to surrender the leaders, he could not corapel a 
crond of 2,000 persons to consent to their removal. If the Persian Government could 
induce them to depart, L was willing to do all T could to facilitate an arrangements 
beyond that [ was, as he well knew, powerless, ‘The next day received @ sccend visit 
aud an even more pressing demand. {wrote a note in his presence to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, putting in as clear and as forcible language as I could the facts of the 
cise, and urging: the Persian Government, as responsible for the seeurity of Consular 
Representatives resident in this country, to take such steps as would insure. the speedy 
evacuation of the Consulate, 

T may here observe that the Shah's demand, if it had been complied with, would 
have resulted, in ail probability, is @ bloody encounter in the Consulate: it would have 

riously compromised the honour and reputation of this Legation; and it is quite 
neewvable that His Majesty the Shah should not have been aware of the fact. In 
the meantime Captain Haworth had opened a letter addressed to the Consulate Munshi, 
inv found it to contain a communication from the Salar to Mollah Mehdi, ealling om 
him to assist the Prince in freeing the people from their oppressors, and. denounein 
iv as @ traitor and an infidel if he refused compliance, ‘This letter, which certainly 
di not prove Mehdi's guilt, as similar letters had been sent all over the country, was at 
once communicated by Captain Haworth to the Governor, 

At this juneture the Assembly interfered, and as a result of « private understanding 
betwven its President aud the Atabel, telegrams. were sent to the refugees, prom 
that a fair and impartial inquiry would be held at Hamadan, where a Commission, wout 
examine the conduet of the leaders on both sides. At the same time a sato-conduct was 
allered on behalf of the Government to.all persons concemed, ‘These telegrams. were 
Aistatelied to the Governor, and copies were given’ me to. transinit to the Tefageon, 
‘They were signed by the Atabek and the Presiden 

I accepted this, arrangemei 
reommiend the re 
Haworth the 


ted Captain Haworth to 
the terms. offered, Captain 


pened on the refugees in 

‘The Governor had refused fiction or 

addressed ast to the Minister for 

Exeelleney as well as. the 

Mr. Churchill saw both 

«l to lay the blame on 

the ringleaders, But lie_was soon 

ty of such a step. ‘The Atabek at once realized the nature 

trongly worded telegram to the Govern 

jiwlanation, anil making him personally responsible for the safety of the Conciane 

{ received the same day a telegraphic messaxe from the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of a satisfactory character, copy of which I liave the hononr to,inclose herewith, 

{ile anti-popular party have sent telegrams to Tehran (one of which, addressed. to 

(ie Rusin Legation, M. de Harivig has kindly communicated to me) stating thet tho 

{jeusulate bas been made by Mollah Mehdi and his friends a base of operations against 

their enemi his presence there is x cause of danger and inconvenience to the 

oun, and that T must be induced to surtenter lhim, On the other band, the relyercs 

jlate that their property has been looted with the consent of the 

lives are in danger, and that they cannot leave 

ity tor their lives and property, 

11 is quite impossible Zor me to form a judgment as to the relative guile of the two 

Hof whiom have probably done as much mischief as lay in theit- poner to 

evident, however, that we have no right 1 surrendor the. refi 


_ Mise y fugees: unless 
ti guilt i proved; and oxen if we had the right, we have no power to enfres 
complian 


demanding an 


Governor, that their 
the Consulate unless they ‘have some 


therefore infiyrmed Captain Haworth that he is not to ran any 
and that Tleave it to his diserction to take up his residence at the 
it he necessary to do 80; that he must 


silles, and Ae anxious to be rid of the refugees, but that he cannot stirrender ther, 
1 


L 


Personal risk, 
Imperial Banke should 
mpress on the Governor that he is not taking 
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unless their guilt is proved ; and that he must do all in his power to facilitate a peacefal 
settlement, 

‘The Persian Government has informed me unofficially that the Governor of 
Hamadan, a man of high character, and much respected in the neighbourhood, is 
under orders to proceed to Kermanshah ; and I trust that on his arrival a. settlement 
will be arrived at, ‘The refugees have already expressed their satisfaction at the 
prospect of his arrival. With regard to the Governor of Kermanshah, his immediate 
Temoyal, under present circumstances, might only increase the disorders. But { learn 
from Captain Haworth that he his not made any formal apology. for the outraze on 
the Consulate, and it will no doubt hecome necessary to demand his removal. | have 
reeeived the usual evasive answers from the Persian Government, and the Russian 
Minister informs me that before his removal the Russian Legation will have to press 
for 1 cettlement of their outstanding claims, Before taking decisive action I propose to 
avait furthor information. I may observe that the Atabck, who is a personal enemy 
of the Governor, and of all his family, will do all in his power to secure his removal. In 
ony ease he will be practically superseded on the arrival of the Zabir-ed-Dowle, from 
Hamudin, whieh is expected on the 21st, 

I have, &e 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


————— 
Tnelosure in No. 39, 


Minister for Foreign Affairs to’ Sir 0. Spring-Rice. 


(Telegraphic June 16, 1907. 

TITAVE this minute reecived your telegram informing me of the extraordinary 
condiict of the mob at Kermanshal, 

T have reported the matter to his Highness the Atabek Azam. He joins me in 
expressing the regrets of the Imperial Government av this unfortunate incident, 
hasten to inform your Excelleney that. pere vptory orders are being sent by telegraph 
to the Governor of Kermanshali to seize and punish the individuals who have dared to 
tire on the British Consulate, 





[22398] No, 40. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 
(No, 1831) 
Sir, Gulakek, June 18, 

MITE, Shab's younger brother, the Salar-ed-Dowleh, who las for some ti 
# cause of anvioty to the Government, has now broken out into open r 

Ho was appointed in 1901 to the Governorship of Arabistan 
cordial interview with Sir A. Hardinge before his departure, His action in that 
provinee, where ho formed a niatrimonial alliance with the Vali of Pushti Kuh and 
another powerful Chief of the urs, gave rise to suspicions at Court, and in 1901 le 
Was reealled. Uaving failed to raise the Laurs fn his favour he proposed to take bast™ 
in the British Legation, an intention from which 1 dissuaded, After a short 
stay at the exp a the pretext of ig a relation ina garden outside 
the town, He hod pre ays of horses and rode straight fo his former province, 
where he has sine 1 Sir A. Hardinge was not inclined to attach mucli 
importance to the overtures of friendship Which he made at that time to this 
Legation us he hud formed sun wnifavourable opinion of his cliareter (see his despatch, 
No, 100 of the 1th June, 1904), 

Ilis proceedings as Governor were as lawless and tyrannical as those of his 
brothers. Ho appears to have put himself at the head of one or other of the rival 
tribes and committed i siderable seale. During the late Shah's 

ness lie wn w language and collected a considerable foree with the 
it wa i, of marching on Tehran or of intercepting the 
his way to the capital. Finally he dispatched an insulting message to the present 
Shah, which was distributed ii ‘Tehran, announcing his intention of 
Government and driving his brother trom the throne. The Assembly dispatched a 
tolegram stating that he was an enemy of the country and that he must submit 
at once, 
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Shortly before this last incident Cantain Haworth, His Majesty’s Consul at 
Kermanshah, received a message from his Highness to the effect. that he had collected 
a lange foree, but was anxious for a reconciliation with the Shah; and was willing to 
accept the mediation of the King of England. T communicated this message to the 
Afabek, who informed me in reply, through Mr. Churchill, that the Shah was quite 
willing to be reconciled with his brother and guarantee his safety and would avail 
himself of the mediation of this Legation for that, purpose, on the understanding, 
however, that it should be made quite clear that the Salar and not the Shah had 
taken the initiative. i 

Tinstructed Captain Haworth to send a messenger with a written message to the 
effect that the Shah was willing to give an ass of pardon and safety to his 
brother, but that the Salar must. submit himself to the Shah's authority, “At the 
same time I instructed Captain Haworth not to go himself and to sive no verbal 

After some time the messenger returned, bringing a reply from the Salar 
emphatically stating that he put no faith in the Shalt or the Atabek; that lie, desired 
to retain his Governorships; that he hada large force at his command as well as 
assurmess of support from ‘Tabreez and other provinces, He told the messongor 
verbally that held rather die sword in hand in his own province than by a cup of 
coffee in Tehran. ‘The messenger stated that while he was with the Salar a mes 
had arrived from the Russian Consul offering Russian mediation; m_ offer to which 
the Salar returned a polite but evasive answer. i 

Tinformed the Atabek, as well as M. de Hartwig, of what the Salar had writton 
to Captain Haworth. My Russian colleague and Tagroed that it would bo hett 
the two Consulates were fo work together that they should sond the Salar’ messayo 
to the effect that the two Governments would gladly afford their good offices, I 
ouly on the understanding that the Salar submitted himself absolutely to the lew 

nd that they should send, but not tlenselves deliver, this 
visit of the Consuls to the rebellious Prince might lead to 


ersia, and that he had bettor 
two Consuls, 
lay in the delivery of this messay 
augue, hid in the meant 
ian telegraph office appea 


ister at once of my audience and of His Majesty's 

T subsequently ai wd that the Shah had’ summoned hin on the 

‘ting day and had also charged him with a message to tho Salur-—T presume, of 
imilar characte 


viat to my surprise T received a telegiam trom Captain. Haworth: stating 
that he had returned to Kermanshal with his Russi ne, and tl 
Umbosed to proceed at once to the Sal's camp, and tlere deliver the message 
Peson, whieh was of course contrary to the arrang rived at with my. Russian 
Meague. T called on M, de Hartwig, aud we 1 to send ain illent 

10 our Consuls, which he drafted himself, Tt instracted (liem to send a. tole 
Pursian to the Salar stating that the Consuls had boon ondernd to vontain ot 


tolegram 


Kermanshal, and could not. therefore repr erson to the Prine, ‘Phey wore 
to add in their telegram that they were sending him a letter telling hin tlie ithe 
wished for She pra Avo Legations lie must subinit. himself to the Shak 
Nnconitionally, Whe letter was to be sent at once by messenger, 

subsequently received a telegram fom Captain Hayvorth informing me that the 
messaxe had heen sent, but that the telegram in Pe iid not heen sent, owing to 
the fact that, the Russian Consul had not edl the instruction to that which 
ind heen © ne by M. de Hartwig, te also stated that he had 

uiced his intention of goin: Salar himself because the Russian Consul, 

whom I lind instructed hi ep in touch, had beon authorized, oonteary, 
to what T had been given to understand, to repai person to the Salar, el 
inctogt dg Meantime the Government had taken military meisturs, as to. whioh 
Ui Se an instructive Memorandum by Colonel Douglas, and lint also'sent the Poa 
©l-Dowleh, the much respected Governor of Hainndan, on n tnission ot conciliation. 
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T inclose copy of the Zahir's Report according to which the Salar returned an 
indignant and offensive reply. He was not begging for mercy: he was at the 
head of a strong and united army. ‘The post office and not the Govemor should 
have been the medium of the Government's communication, His reply would be an 
attack on the Government forces whom he proposed to “send to hell’ in the shortest 
possible time, 
‘the thivatened attack, whieh was made at ones on the town of Nehavend, appears 
At irs fo have been more or less successful, but the Salar onraged some of his 
nls by lis eruelty, and was deserted by a considerable part of his forees, in 
Consequence Of which be hnul to make a sudden retreat to the mountains, 
Tinelose copies of the official Reports. 
Shortly afterwards Captain Haworth received another message from the Salar, 
asking the Consuls to come and sec ig them that he had only. retired 
Yeasons, and that he was as strong as ever, 
Onithe 17th the Atabek stated to Mx, Churchill that the rebellion was by no 
Means aban end, althoush it was hoped that it would soon collapse, and. that the 
i 0 the surrounding country. 
that tho Salar would ‘shortly 


appeared at the British Consulate accompanied by a 


Thave, &¢, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RIGE, 


—— 
Inclosure 1 in No, 40, 


Memorandum by Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, 


WIIBN the Persian Government determi ilertake military operations 
ugainst the Salared-Dowleh, onlors. wer he dispatch of a force from 
Hehran asa reinforcement for the Governor of Hamadan, Ditleulties at once aroce 
fh connection sith the pay of the troops, who refused to move until they had recefeed 
a Teasta portion of the armars duc to them. After considerable delay a certain 
amount of anor raised, chiefly, Lam told, by subseription among the Kajar 

‘ind was disbursed to the mei detailed to go to Hamadan j in order to provent 
lousy. oF possibly a demonstration, on the part vf the remainder of the garrison, 

Ioney Was paid out secretly and at night 

By this means ibout 1,000 men were éolleetedt outside the eity, tho composition of 
the Foren bein approximately: as follows : 

Ovehatulionorfutmey ‘ 500 

Iriveule cavalry ye £ a GAS ry 
erniay Comucke | eos 5 
Gumets ve | : 150 
Zunbninchis 2» 


+ 10ts 


With six mountains 

‘The inves ‘Tabreez with the 
Sint and round Tehran, ‘The twenty 

unnbunrakedi ived some training in the use of the machines 

tins, under tii erof the German army in whose charge these re. I 
unilerstand that this ian, Herr Hase, asked to bes go with th 
Chat without hin the men were quite ible of using the guns with any effect, 
Dut he was told that I Mis services were required he eoutd come on Tater. The feces 
also took with them a considerable number of rilles, with ammunition, from the'Telras 
queen for the armament of the troops being raised locally at Hamadan, ‘They tally 
started on the Sth June, and reached Kunvabout eight days later 

Ht was at one time snzgested that the whole of the Cossack Brigade should 
De Sent, but this id p, probably on account of the expense 
involved and other diffieulti mmuandait. ‘Tlie detachment sent from 
the Brigade were accompanied by tive Persian officers, no Russian offleer or none 
connnissioned oflieer went with them, 


Al 


‘Tho whole affair is instructive as showing the sta 
4 nominal garrison of between 7,000 and 8,000 men, i 
difficulty and after much delay that 1,000 could be ¢ 
absolutely refused to move until they wa 
under any circumstances. ‘The infant 


were moving towards their homes, 
It is, perhaps, needless to add that the whole foree would have been quite 
useless had they been called upon to fight, in fact they would probably have seltoea 


to do so, 
(Signed) J. A. DOUGLAS, Liewtenant-Colonel, 
Military Attaché, 
Tehran, June 20, 1907. 


——$_____ 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 40), 
Zahir-ed-Dowleh to the Atabek-i-Azan, 


(Communicated to His Majesty's Minister by the Atabeksi-Azam, June 6.) 


(Translation,) 
(Telegraphic.) sine 6, 1907, 

1 TMAMEDIATELY communicated to his Highness, Salar-odDowloh, yestorday's 
telegram containing advice, ‘This is his answer :— : 
“ Zahir-ed-Dowleh, 

T received your letter at 1 farsakh from Nehavend. 

in a coffee-house tinder the influence of , 
how are you? Othe i 
T must congratulat 
When you came I 


to give loss 

When did I ask the 

uuxity God bo praised m; 

What is this game of Shah 

iG 5 Tnshallah, send yow all to hell, 
telegram, go away. T give you this friendly advico,” 


life i 
Seli 


‘This is his Highness’ letter, T await orders. 


——— 


Inclosure 8 in No. 40, 
Air Afkham to the Alabek-i-Azan, 
(Communicated to His Majesty's Minister by tho Atabok+i-Azam, June 6) 


(TTranslation.) 
(Telegraphic) Tune 5, 1907. 

en peteatay afternoon (4th June) a letter arrived from his Highness Silnrede 
float for Zaliived-Dowleh in an envelope with your Highnoss telogran the 
{clegram from the high priests and from the Assembly. It was very angrily worded, 
and said — 


and, 

messenger, and send 
ister to obtain safety 
id in another two 


Necessarily I myself, Mirza Abul Kassem Kban, and ZafaresSultan, seeing 
these things (the messenger said they had even started, and. tron yesterday their 
Fiunle are surrounding us), have divided between us the heights round, the tong 
The sowars and soldiers of Hamadan who tave rifles, the Cherik soware ot ‘Dwiserkam, 

fen) M 
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Malayer, and Nehayend, the men of Zafar-es-Sultan, Nazar Ali Khan, Abbas Khan, 

and those wnder me are all in entrenchments, We observed that other men came to 

attack our camp, in which there was nothing, as all our men were in the entrench- 

ments. ‘here were ouly a few tents left in the camp, so we placed a few soldiers 
nnd aywait developments. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 40. 


‘Translations of Telegraphic Reports received by Persian Government from Telegraph Office 
ut Nehavend regarding Hostilities with Salar-ed-Dowleh on June 8, 1907. 


(No. 1.) 
Nehavend, Jhine 8, 1907. 
ON one side of the town the rebel Horsemen have attacked, and about 100 of 
Ehtesham-cd-Dowleh’s Khodahendch horsemen are pursuing them. ‘ihre of the 
Latter and one or fwo horses have hoon killed, Zafares-Sultan’s 
in another entrenchment, Killed about ten of the re Nazar Ali Khan 
Killei Seyod M well-known rebel commander, 4 Khan C) also shot 
tivo men, ono of I lias begun i is occurred about 
metleMulk and 500 soldiers arrived, which 
sixty cannon shots were directed from His 


(No. 2) 
Nehavend, June 8, 1907. 
fore midday news in the night n force of Lurs went to a number of 

villages and robbed the cattle, which they took to Salnel-Dowleh’s camp. Amir 

jum sent 200 men 1 and recaptured the eattle, when swldenly the 

ame up in th 0 reinfores the enemy. Ehteshiam-ed-Dowleh's 

men came to the nee of those of Amir Afkham, ‘Suddenly about 2,000 Lur 
Horsenien confronted them, News is sont to Amir Afkham's camp, and reinforcements. 
are sent up. A hot engaw 2 miles from Nehavend, Numbers on 
Voth sides are Killed, About ten or fifteen of the enemy were certainly killed. On 
ur side tivo men and some horses are so far reported Killed, hen the Lurs got the 
advantage, and aztin obtained possession of the cattle, and then attacked the entreneh- 
monts of the fown, Many shots were fired on then trom the entrenchments. ‘They 
were repelled and hard pressed, 0) ht a li jer gun to a hill 
overlooking the town and repeateal the ent sand the town, 
‘Mhoy hive also attacked on another side, but have not yet reset but their 
Horsemen on the flutk are pressing hard. ‘Their guns x the people, If it 
goes on like this things will he yory hard. Number of killed not exaetly known. 

Hostilities still going on, ‘the horsemen and soliliers have not yet returned, 
Fighting is going on on three sides of the town, and from one side they are firing a 
gun at the town, and the shells reach the gardens outside the town. "So far thirty 
cannon shots haye been fired at the town. At this moment (5 v.a.) operations are 
still in progress. 


(No. 8) 
Nehavend, June 9, 1907. 
1g all the horsemen were prepared to make a combined attack on the 
Lars and to completely rout the enemy, They went a little way, but it appeared that 
last night his Highness fled with . Great rejoicings. 
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(22399) No. 41, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to ir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 


Gulakek, June 18, 1907. 
® had the honour to transinit to you, in a separate despatch, Mr. Churchill's 
monthly summaries of Persian affairs in ‘Tehran and the provinces, and of the 
proceedings in the Assemh 
The process of disintegration continues in a somewhat less peaceful form than 
urreetion has taken place in the west; the nomads are 
pillaging, ‘of Azerbaijan was thrown into an intense state of excitement 
« the discovery. of Royal plot against the members of the local Assembly ; a conflict 
has taken placo in Kermanshiah between the popular and the aristocratic fictions, the 
luster liaving gained the upper hand owing to the appearance in the town of the Royal 
troops. 
Tie financial condition of the Government is, if possible, worse than ever, ‘Tho 
f the capital are on strike; it has heen found almost. impossible to scrape 
money enough io induce the Tehran troops to leave for the scene of the 
rebellion, 
‘The Tehran Assembly has little influence in the provinces. It vainly thundered 
for some weeks against the Kayameul-Mulk in Shiraz, and a brigand priest. in 
Sultanalad, In both these eases the covert protection of the Government his heen 
at the efforts of the Asser It has dispatched a Circular telegram to 
provinces, urging them to refer all matters for settlement to ‘Teliran, but. so fir 
without much effect, Tt is, however, regarded with respect by the Shalt andl tho 
Government, who lave been’ forced on several occasions to yield to. its pr 
Tas passed a fing shich it is hoped will bring about dual relon 
provincial finances, W! or not it satisfies the popular aspirations, itis at any 
rite rex i le, and vithor the Shah nor his Government: has tho 
von i Jats resorted to the expediont of bribing a 
ar party, with the vestlt, however, that the 
reat Mujtelieds of Kerhela, Shiah himself 
repudiated his iustrn add dena 
\ more it fod agninst the 
Assembly in the form of ent to the Constitntion, giving all Persians equal 
rights, irrespective of their erood, ‘The Molluhs intervened, fn the name of the Shara 
Lanr, and the eonseqience lias been a Dreach between the Popular priests, 
minal leaders. 
if it dared, borrow abroad to meet its present liabilities 
Tit, in view of the popilar sentiment, it does not resort to a foreign low. [Lappe 
the Assembly for help, in the form of subscriptions to the proposed: National Hak, 
ver it receives is that the poople will subscribe a as tho rich nobles, who 
own to ive large sums of money, show the way. ‘This the vich refuse: to, do: 
Taising money by taxation, the Assembly: appe portvinged that as soon is 
ument has aay woney iv hand itvvill use it for the destruction of the Med 
\uy effective control of experiditnre is regarded as quite. out of ie question. ‘Tho 
siisperation agains rapidly increasing. It is universally. believed that 
Wnts detern ithdraw the Constitution, even at the eost of the 
ilependene ‘The recent eve ‘and Kermanshali have left 
the impressi i te programme is to hire banditti to murder his political 
‘opponents, and the people appear to be de id that ho shall not have their money, 
for such a purpos L 
‘The Atabek is at his wits! end, and is in a stato of profound depression, It is 
that the Shah is deeply disappointed at his refi ction against. the 
Minister is: powerless, 


Medjliss, or to obtain a for 1. Without money the 
‘oud it is hard to see from what noney can he draw 


Ti cannot be said, howe people at large share his depression, ‘The 

on the whole is not much more disturbe There 

fas not been much loss of life in the va 
gained their 


ate coffers, no control over the province 
roughout the country. 
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‘Phere is a considerable difference between the north and south. Tn the south 
the popular movement lias an almost fareical character; it turns on persona 
pecuniary questions. Tn the north there appears to be a more or Tess definite pol 
aim, and a keen sense of patriotism. So far, there is no sign of an antifo 
outbreak ; but there has also been no definite sign of foreign interference. The Shah 
i ‘dl to lean on Russia. ‘Turkey's action on the frontier is decidedly aggressive. 

n Tegaton is sid to have eome fo a financial agreement which relate 
ratlier to the future than to the present; but there las been no active or open 
antares by foreign nations in Persian affairs. If there is, the Popular leaders are 
said to be prepared with their programme. 
said to be prepai r Tees 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


(22401) No. 42, 
Sir C. Springs Rive to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 





eee Gulakek, June 20, 1907. 

” THTAVE the honour to transwit herewith an, interesting Memorandum drawn. up 
by Me. Loraine on recent affairs in the Bakhtiari country, aud their effect on the 
intoresis of the Oil Syndicate and Messrs. Lynch. " 

Thave, &e. 
Signed)’ CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


Tnelosure in No, 42, 
Sunny of Brents in the Bakhliari Country. 


ABOU the middle of April the Hkhani, SamsnmesSaltaneh, was deposed; his 
Cousin, the Shahab-esSultanch, then Thee’, was appointed Ukhani, the latter's 
Ivothor, the Sarumeul-Mulk, sue as Ibeggi. ; 
used to acquiosce in the changed order of things, and long 
hogotiations wont on hetween the two Chiefs at Malamir; no agreement, however, was 
hod, 
Meanwhile, in Pohran a attempt was made to 
u's party by: thet Hat ny. respon 
and property of British subjects in the Bakhtin 
bringing this smoflicially to the knowledge of th 
that the Baklitiuri tribes would he held eollectiv 
lives or property r 
‘Phat the Samsam’s thrvats were not altogether empty may be inferred from 
Consular reports sinee received, yi 


1. Brom 
rebel hy th ; 
cavellers oi the 
a oat Git the instigation of the Samsam, had 
robbed tho oil wo . carrying off seven mules in all, 
with their loads. 

3. From Captain Lorimer, that eertai 


belonging to Messrs. Lynch had 
been robbed by the Samsam's pickets: 


ious points on the Ahwwaz-Ispahan road. 


Resides these, a number of minor robberies and acts of violence were perpetrated 
daily in the San i 

Complaints w ved from Messrs. Lyncl’s agent in Turan that, owing 
to the disturbances fn the Bi district and the consequent inseenrity road, 
such ¢ Thad ted wore in danger, while a general dislocation of 
their transport trade was ened 

y ina note dated the 6th Juno, drawn the 8 
attention of the Pe nment to this umsatishictory state of affairs, aud, upon 
tvceiving the litter complaints, addressed to them on the 12th June, a furthe 
fon on the subject, urging that the lands of the 
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strengthened in such a way as to permit of their immediately restoring. peace and order 
in the disturbed province. 

It appears that the Atabeg telegraphed, ordering the Samsam to proceed at once 
to Tebiran, and sanctioning the use of foreo if he refused, ‘Whe Samsam pai uo 
attention, though his reason for so doing is not clear. Other similar messages wore 
transmitted to him by the Sardar Mukarrem, Governor of Arabistan, who, being unable 
to return to Shushtor, has been staying now for some time at Chehar Mahal. The 
Sardar Mukarrem is a nephew of the Nizam-es-Saltaneh, to whose Governorship of 
spahan that of the Bakhtiari distriet was added about a month ago, and the fuel that 

am does not recognize the uncle's authority presumably served as an excuse 
oring the nephew's representations, : 

‘The Shahab himself unfortunately showed no resolution in dealing with the 

Partiy, it would appear, owing to a natural aversion to strony. measures, 

partly from fear of the motives of such measures being misinterpreted at ‘Tehran, and 

scribed to personal animosity, he refrained from attacking the Samsam, It soma 

arly doubtful that, had he done so, his success was assured, as not only hind hoa 

superior foree, but his opponent's proceedings had alienated ‘the sympalliies of even 

some of his own famil 

he Shahab seems to have acted with moderation and good sense, 

He succeeded) in recovering the stolen mules, aud took steps. to insure: the propor 

Oil Syndicate's borings. Me has also accepted the Governorship of 

Velihahan, which should he a distinct step towards the resumption of the cordial 

relations wh ted between tlie Bakhtiari Khang and the Sheikh of Mohammerah 
before the Samsam became Tkhani 

The latest news from various sourees ix that the Samsam and the Shahab have 
coniposed their differences, and that order has been restored in the disturbed district, 

Ivis said that the reconciliation is based on tho reversion of the two Chiefs to thelr 
former positions; no official confirmation of this has been received as ye 


(Signed) PERCY L, LORAINE, 
Gulahei, June 20, 1907, 





(22402) No, 43, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rive (o Sir Edward Grey—(Recetved July 8,) 


(No. 187.) 

Sir, Gulahek, June 21, 1907, 
TITAVE the honour to inelose herewith the nsual Monthly Summary of Events 
in Vorsin for June, as well as a statemontof the proceedings of the National Assembly 

i me period. 
T have, &o, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICK, 
—— eS eS 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 13, 


No. 7.—Monthly Summary of vents in Persia for June 1907, 


Nowrieey Persia, 
Tehran, 


‘The discussions which were in progress during the last 
equality before the law, in 
clause was to he adiled to the Con: 
a end on the 25th May, when the 
different issue. News from ‘Fabreez, where the buzaars 
closed for some time, reached the Assembly to the effect that the Shah had 
ts to coerce the Tabrecs, local Assembly, that an irregular force was 
the town, and that i persons had been paid by the Shah's agents 
{0 tnurder some members of th i ‘Nhe Shah's principal agent was 
{lottel t be Buywk Khan, theson of Rahim Khan, a robber Chief of the district af 
erbaijan, then residing in ‘Tehran, who was accused of having 
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telegraphed to his son that the Shah approved his action. ‘This, and other evidence 
of the Shal’s complicity, greatly exasperated the people both at Tabreez and in 
‘Telran, who demanded Rahim ‘Khan's instant arrest, which, after some show of 
opposition, lasting over the 25th and 26th May, was finally agreed to on the 27th. 
The bazaars of Tehran were closed on the 25th and 26th, when several thousand 
excited people collected at the Assembly, which sat on the 25th, until 11°30 p. 
Whe iuminations in celebration of the Shah’s birthday, which were to have taken 
plice on the night of the 26th, were prohibited by the populace, and even the Imperial 
Bank was not allowed to illuminate, ‘The Corps Diplomatique was received in 
audience by the Shah on th Mi, His Majesty did not appear to be in 
very good spirits, Tn the ev perial Highness Naib-cs-Sultanch, Minister 
of War, give a dinner to over 150 guests, including the Corps Diplomatique, 
and there was afterwards the usual display of fireworks. A remarkable feature of the 
demonstration at Tehran was the revolutionary and anti-dynastic tone of the speeches 
delivered in the grounds of the National Assembly. One of the speakers was Mirza 
Thyahim Khan, the Chief Tnterproter of the French Legation, who deprecated the 
growth of Russian influence at Court, and referred to the presence there of 
M.Chapehal, the Russian Jew who is now one of the Shah's trasted chamberlains. 
‘he Russinn Minister is said to have drawn the French Minister's attention to the 
activity of his interpreter, who liad the reputation of being an adherent of thie " Babi” 
scet, “Tho Shali is reported to have asked the principal Mujtehed, Seyed Abdullah, to 
denounce the Prench interpreter as a heretic, which, however, the Mujtehed refused 
to do, Mirza Ibrahim Khan has since left the service of the French Legation. 
Another feature of the movement is the sympathy shown by the employés of the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Justice, ‘The former are said to have declared that, 
if the people's just demands were not conceded, they would all go on strike in a body. 
{t should be remembered that the Foreign Office officials have uot received any pay 
for over eighteen months. 

































































A faction, headed by some prominent Mollas, including the Mujtehed Sheikh 
Kazlullah and the head of the Soyeds, Nakib-us-Sadat, has shown considerable act 
during the month, hostile to the National Assembly. ‘Phe latter sent his son to the 








and British Legations to say that 





deputation of 2,000 persons wished to 
inyade their grounds, as a protest against the recent action taken by the Assembly in 
ing fh reported elsewhere, ‘They received the utmost discouragement, 
ave apparently abandoned this form of intrigue, for the present at any rat 
, M, Naus left ‘Veliran on the 80th May, but was stopped at Enzelli by the 
people, who teleginphed to the National Assembly to ask whether he was leaving the 
country with their suiction. Te was eventually allowed to embark, and proceeded, it 
is said, to St. Petersburgh, M. Naus views with regard to the situation in Persia are 
tolorably well known, fe considers that the National movement is merely an 
atiempt by certain nnserupulons persons to gain power and 1 
movement is allowed to wither fovee it will lead to widespread disord 
must be checked by the help of English and Russian gold, M. Naus 
expressed these views toa member of lis Majesty’s Legation, Whether ) 
will be able to help him remiins to be seen. 

3. ‘The want of money is hein v iy: at any rate 
made by the Government of pen 
opportinity, A feeble attempt \ 
anil it was suggested by the At 
National Bank a commer 
Dank was pressing the 
the same amount, and that the Nationsl 








































ys stress on at every 
icly made to revive the National Bank scheme, 
wk-i-Avam that the Imperial Bank should make the 
ice of 200,000 Mx, Rabino pointed out that the 
Jovernment for the repayment of an advance of 
k did not even exist. In the meantime, 
the soldiors are pressing for pay, and the eliran police haye made demonstrations for 
the purpose of receiving year's arrears of pay. ‘There are various rumours 
pecting the conclusion of an arrangement by which the German bank will co-operate 
i the National Bank, but nothing definite has as yet transpired, 
4, ‘The whran “Habl-wl-Matin” newspaper has published a number of articles 
on. the ailjoct of the proposed German bank, deprecating the growth of German 
influence in Persia, The translation of an article, which appeared in the “Standard,” 
was published in full, and remarks passed upon it. An article from the pen of th 
interpreterof the Austrian Legation appeared endeavouring to show that the establish 
ment of a German bank would be beneficial rather than the reverse. Another paper 
Araws attention to British influence in Bahren, which is described as belonging to 
Persia, A newspaper, edited by an Afghan, lately purported to describe a dinner 
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given by His Majesty's Minister to the Zi 
present, and that the Rus: 
1 





-es-Sultan, at which the Rus 

Minister's daughter drank to the health and 

Vhe whole thing was misrepresented, ‘Phe 
not present. ‘The Russian 


Minister 




















stopped on the ground that forei 
Several ni 
nda ever. 
‘The Tehran edition of the “Habl-ul-Matin,” which has } i 
‘ z -ul-Matin,” which has lately appeared, and is 
daily paper, publishes semarkably sound articles on current irlitoal topien he 
* Majliss” continues to publish reports of the proceedings of the Assembly, whiel 
air al MRS proceedings of the Assembly, which now 
5, Ina conversation with a member of Ilis Majesty's Legation, the Zil-es-Su 
- In a gon i 2 the Zil-es-Sultay 
on the 17th instant said that he called on the Russian Minfster on. the 13th, andl wa 
very satisfied with the friendly way in which M. de Hartw ed him. THe had 
ed to the Zil that hie should accept the post of Governor-General of Azerbaijan, 
4 iglness was of opinion, however, that it would be folly for him to undorluke 
ae fask at the present juncture; men of straw, lie said, should be appointed 
overnors and should receive comparatively low’ salavies, He remarked that 
seatuently he received overtures to the same elluct at the Palace which showed that 
the Russian’ Minister had been consulted in the matter, Refersing to tho fiving into 
he British Consulate at Kermanshah, he said that the present Governor of that 
was aco person, and as he was a brother of the Ainscd-Dowleh 
Gran Viner), tout dire.” Some people said that the English had got: 
ent themselves to carry out some object of their own, Othors said that 
g oeeurral at Kerbeld ani nothing! happened. 
eported that the Semisam-es-Sultanch has been reappointed Hkhani of the 
Bakhtiar and Shahabyes-Sultanch Mbeggi, reverting to. the former reine During 
the Hine SamsamesSultanch was out of fico ho is reported to have instigated highs 
way robberies and the pillage of several caravans, including property belonging to 
subjects, and complaints were made ou tlie subject: by osty’s Minis 
Dri gl eots and compl made ou the subject hy His Majesty's Minister 
med Raghib Effendi was shot at ‘Tehran on the 15th instant fi 
‘ehran. o stant in. brond 
is stated to have heen a ‘Turkish subject originally a native of 












































































daylight. He 
Ispalian. 
8. A report was spread at the beginning of June that Brith 
Pos r of J ‘it British transports were 
realy in Indian waters to proceed to the Gulf when the onier should he even, “Ie 
Majesty's Minister wrote to the Persian Government denying the rumour which was 
evitently spre willy o strain the good relations existing hetween the two friendly 
fovernments. ‘The Foreign Minister replied that the Persian Government, attacl 
wrk plied that the Persian Government attached 
t having heen reported that the Ameer of Afghanistan was 
ff ig that \meer of ‘as about to proceed 
ttlerat with 40,000 men, the Foreign, Minister was instructed. to make rane on 
the subject of His Majesty’s Minister and further to stato that tho Persia Govern 
jrent would be prepared to senda friendly Mission to the Ameor on tho occasion of 
Mis visit if His Majesty's Government “appro The Government of India 
iclegraphed that the Anicer was reported to be taking his usual body guard of 
nteets and agreed with Sir. Spring. Nice thal a Persian Mission to Afghanistan yas 
10. The Persian Government has drawn the attenti is Maj 

. s ( attention of is Majesty’s Govern 
tment to iis eneroachment of the Turkish troops both on the northevesters and aa 
stern borders, Similar representations have been made to the Russian Legation 


with a view to the joint eo. i o two Gove i 
commas Joint co-operation of the two Governments in renewed representations 
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‘The following subjects have been dealt with, in separate despatches — 





No.of | Date of 


Subjects dealt with, Despatch, | Despateh. 
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Tabreez. 


1, The bazaar vs the last half of May, and the town was practically 
ina stato of siege, Mt night the Vodies of armod men in the 
V_Assombly. Similar patrols held all the entrances of the town, and 
allot, anid even searched all persons gor entering the place. On the 
2st May three men entered the telegraph olfiee with the intention of assassinating 
¢ortain members of the local Assembly, which held its sittings there, ‘Their 
Proceedings aattiacted suspicion, and thoy were arrested. Cine of them resisted, 
and was shot and mortally ‘The tivo uninjured men were well beaten, 
andl confosseul that they wore nt hy who liad heen promised 100 tomans 
cach anid a ville to murder the leading members of the Assembly, by Tkram-es-Sultan, 
‘one of the Shah’s attendants, ‘The wounded man volun ly confirmed the statement: 
of his accomplices hetors expi ame known that Buyuk Khan, 
son of ulin Klan, was advancing towards ‘Tabreer with a considerible force, 
illAwinigg all tho villi is ‘wo days later, the appreliensions caused by 
vor somewh A telogram to the effect that a local tri 
pillaging Rabin Kh sence of his sony who was obliged to 
return in order to a es, On the 25th a letter from Buyuk Kh 
fo the Governor of Mabrors, was intercepted stuting that he had pillaged a sttisfactory 
inher of villages, anil wis rendy:to eon to Pabeeez, if the Governor ave the word, 
and carry off the loeal Assembly to Velisin, Mix Wratislaw, inv reporting: the 
mniented that these events inerensed the general hatred 
i) that were possible, Jovernor was at ono placed under arrest when the 
inevinsinatin el, The aatter was taken up by the Tehran Assembly: 
on the 25th iy with the result that Rahim Khan was placed under a 
as reported in another | vation became somewhat ealmer until the 
Sth Jame, whon the disturl renewed on agcount. of iy of bread, 
‘Hhe local Assembly, which continued to sit at the telegraph office, was mobbed by. a 
crowd domanding wheat, smd divine the course of the day one of the richest merchants 
Of the town, who was supposed to have comered wheat, was beaten to death. 
mob, and hin outside the telegraph office, Miers way considerable exe 0 
4 time, and the owners of wheat contemplated taking refuge at His Majesty's 
utlate-Gonoral. Mx, Stevens, who had taken charge from Mr. Weatislaw, w 
had gone on leave of absence to England, dissuaded the people from again taking 
at the Consulate, - 
were reported at the end of May from Maku, a town and district at 
ie nortliswest corner of Azerbaijan, where the popula 


ready reported the ron from \stara to, Amtebil has been leased toa Rw 
» by nn owner of the Concession, ‘The Assembly: at 
present inlvestigating the legality of the trmsfer: fy the meantime travellers and 
caravan drivers have refused to pay: the tolls, and it is reposted that some Russian 
Cossacks have crossed the frontier to assist tho tall-eollectors, aid to maintain order, 
A Scorctary of the Iw consulate at Tubreez, loft with ten Cossseks for Ardebil at 
the heginning of June in this connection, ru 
An attompt is hein made to arest Buyuk Khan, but le is still at large. 
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Resht, 


‘The Foreign Offs Agent left on the 25th May, and the new Governor not having 
arrived, the administration of the province seems to have been left to look after itself 
ine result was that comparative calm was restored, though there seemed to. he 
of activity on the part of the extreme 
Talreez events reached the local Assomb) 


a demonstration was 
‘Telegrams were sent to Tabreeg 
sent through His Majesty’s Legation to the 
s discovered at Resht that the matter hind. been 
n of the popullace, the bazaars were reopened, 
‘aus was stopped on his way to Europe by the populace at Bnzelli, as, well as 
Monyyeu-es-Sultaneh who was proceeding on a Mission to Germany and other Coutte 
to aimonnee the aevession of the Shah, “They were, however, eventually allowed to 
roceed, 
We Distariances aro reported at Talish, (a district on the Caspian shore between 
Fnvelli and Astara, ‘The Governor is said to have committed atrocities andthe 
peasants to have tise 
‘The silk industry is reported upon favourably, ‘The cocoons should he ready: now 
to ln delivered to the owners of sheds to be driot A Brenchinan as beon engaged 
Y tie Persian Government to teach the natives the best way of reaving tho sillewora, 
‘The local Assembly at Enzelli was torn by internal dissension, and a distushanee 
took place on the 7th May. 


Meshed, 


As reported in the last summary the local Assombly insisted. upon being present 
at the opening of some eases containing “ observatory instruments” which had arrived 
At Ilis Majesty's Consulate-General, regarding which they had suspicions. Major 

owed two leading members of the Assembly to be present when the cases were 

ovencd and observed to them that as the whole idea of their“ Madjliss” was but a soed 
town by the “Mother of Parliaments,” he felt astonished that thoy had not realized 
Y lie was to assist them in every way. ‘They were extremely: friendly and 

after apologi hope ‘that he would give them the 

benefit of his advice Subsoquently, Major Sykes invited the local 
nd stated that his Attaché saw the President 


|-Dowleh, arrived nt: Meshed on 
ported to hay thie local Assembly with much respect 
ppointed a representative to attend its meetings, 

‘The following was the decision arrived at as fo the persons implicated in. the 
munter of a Russian subject at Sabzevar for illegal relations with a Mussulian won 
Who was also killed as reported at the time, ‘Iwo men to be strangled, four inen to be 
imprisoned for four months, seven nien to be flogged and expelled trom Sabrovar 
Only oe man was caught for the stransli after he was black in tlio fae, the 
Russian Representative asked that he should be pardoned. ‘The other man isin hidi 
This torminates what might have been w very serious matter moxt satisfactorily, 

On the 2ith Maya fechle attempt at « demonstration was made in syinpithy. with 
Tera and Tabreog, ‘There was a good deal of talk of appealing to the ftish 
Consulate, Major Sykes writes; “So far our influence lias eonvineed the. Ieulers of 
the movement that order must be maintained, but the outlook is undated loony, 
although, at present, we have nothing to feur, as we ure known to xympaihize with 
Jrogress in Persia, 

sent to Atrabad to inquire into the accusations made 


‘The local Assembly meots twice a woek andl appears to he inspired with a genuine 
Acsire to promote the welfare of the district, 


0 
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Birjund, 


Captain Ilis Majesty’s Vice-Consul, rports that a well known frontier 
thief has been captured by a party of 200 Afghans specially sent for the purpose 
from Herat, 

Major Kennion, who is staying with his family at Birjand during the hot weather, 
will probably have to return to Seistan on account of the illness of Dr. Kelly, who is 
acting in Scistan for him, 


OuNTRAL AND Easterns Pensta, 
Ispahan, 


‘The Zil-es-Sultan’s agents at Ispahin have intrigued with the object of bring 
about his retuen and drew up a formal deed of reconciliation between the Zil and 
theclergy who brought about his dismissal, When the news got out considerable 
resentment was shown by the populace against the priests, ‘The reports received from 
Tspahan show that though Agha Nejofi and his brother were able to lead a movement 
Gireetod against the Zil-es-Sultan, they are unable to now do the reverse however 
tompting the Zil’s inducements may b 

Mis Highness Prince Nayer-ed-Dowloh is designated as the Nizam-es-Sultaneh’s 
stiecessor ais Governor, 

‘The Tabrecz popular leaders have telegraphed to the Mujtcheds of I 
demanding their support in bringing pressure to bear on the Shah. Agha Ne) 
aulvised the people not to pay taxes until the Shah signed the supplementary clauses 
fo the Constitution which gave rise toa stormy interview between him and the Nizam- 
¢s-Sultanch. ‘Tho supplementary clauses are as a matter of fact still under discussion 
in the elinan Ass Nejefi subsequently delivered an address in the 
mosque against the b i clothing, and decked that he and his colleagues 
would weir no elothin European. manufacture, ‘Nhe local Assembly wrote to the 
Governor asking for his help in proventing Persians from sending theie children to the 
mission school. 


The Bakhtiaris, 


‘he reports which have been reeeived on thesubject of the deposition of Semsam= 

‘<Sultaneh from the post of Ukhani, all tend to show that the eliange was brought 

about mainly at the instigation of the NizamecsSultaneh, who is ostile to that 

branch of the Bi With the appro Nizam- 
iltanich from Ispalin for his new post at Shiraz, where he ve no connection 
with the tribe, comes thonews of th intment of Semsame Tisha 
In the: meantime the s i Somsam- 

timo when ont of oF ee the country in order to bring di 

Shialab-es-Sultanch, who liad heen appointed to succeed. hin, 

efore the arvival: a of Amines-Sultan, who probably: used his 

favour of Semém-es-Sultanoh, At the end of May fizhting occurred between tho 
supporters of the two fictions, and the men of 

dirvetion attacking caravans, 

wobbed north of Ispaliin, 


Sullanabad. 


Hai Agla Mohsin, who has committed so many atrocities in the district, 


is still at Tenge, and the Tehran Assembly lias been unable to bring about his 
arrest, 


Seistan, 

Quarantine hias been abolished, 

A, Seistan Mujtelied has sent a telegram to the Minister of the Interior through 
the Russian telegraph master recommending that Mir Masum Khan, the Heshmet-al. 
Mulk’s younger son, should be reappointed Deputy Goveruor of Seistan, as he had 
tuted well and the people were satisticd with hin, ‘Phe cost of this to 
by the Russian Munshi, so it is probable that the Russians are not findi 
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Reza Khan as pliable as they imagined he would be, and are therefore taking steps to 
get him replaced by Mir Masum. 

© The Russians are continuing to acquire land in the vicinity of their Consulate, 
and lately purchased a house and garden to the south-east of their Consilate, 

Three caravans of smuggled arms landed at or near Jask were reported to be on 

ir way north, and to be likely to cross into Afghanistan near the Seistan border, 
‘The first passed, but the seeond was captured, as reported in the last summary. ‘The 
third was reported to be approaching at the beginning of June, and steps were taken 
to intercept it, but so far witliout success, 

‘Things remain quiet in Seistan and Kain, ‘The Heshmet’s 
anil Kain are carrying on an agitation in his favour, but so far without 
Shaukat-ul-Mulk has applied for a loan of 20,000 tomans {0 repay his debt to the 
Tussian Bank, 

Though the Tehran Assembly is recognized as a Power, no local Representatives 
have been found to go to the capital, No local Assemblies lave so fur been formed in 
cither Seistan or Kai 

‘Two Hindoos arrived in Seistan at the end of April travelling from Boklnra 
to India vin Nushki, They are said to be Russian agents, and are being watched, 


Kerman, 
Nothing of interest to report. 


Sovrmeny Persta. 
Shiraz. 


During the whole month under review the town of Shira nin a dishurbed 
condition owing to the hostility of differen’ factions, ‘Tho Kayameul-Mulk, who 
appeared to be the centre of disturbance, tial, refused to leave the town in 
obeilienee to te urgent: demand of the people, backed by the Vohran Assembly. and 
the Shah's orders, ‘The result was deinonst counter demonstration, the 
taking of sanctuary at different mosques, and much talk, Fortunately the British 
Consulate was not dragged into the quarrel as ona former oceasion, Phe Kavameule 
Mulk is now reported to have lett, 

The roads are in the usual condition of i anil constant robberies of 
eaiavans and posts are reported. 


Bushire, 


‘The local Assembly received a telegram in May from the Resht Assembly which 
was interpreted to mean that the return to power of tho Atabek-ieAvamn, With 
Russophile sympathies is, in view of Russia's wellknown hostility. to. the cause, 
caleulated to kill the Liberal movement in. Persia, Subsequently: the tel 
by the Tehran Assembly to all the provincial Assemblies. w 
concern at the news of continual and widespread disor ning tho local 
Joties that no attention will be paid to the ventila by local 
‘Agitation, 

M. Deseos, lately Frouch Minister at ‘Teliran, returned to Bushire on tho 
nd May after visiting Shiraz, and left on the 24th hy the Russian steamer “Pigto” 
for home, 
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‘The new Governor of Bushiro, Suced-es-Sultanch, is doseribed by His Majesty's 
Resident as very inept and inexperienced. 


ML Miller, the Russian Cousul-General, who sometimes worships at the Armenian 
liureli in Bushire town, interviewed the Governor in connection with the hostility 
evinced by the Bushiris to the ringing of a church bell which the Armenians had seb 
Up, Peeling was so strong on tho subject that the Governor had to onler the ringing 
to be stopped. 

‘the Persian Postmaster received instructions in May not to accopt parcels or 
lrticles of value for up country, the roads being unsat 

he proposal mate by His Majesty's Resident to employ the eight sowars formexly 
toned at Bushire as couriers on the Bushire-Shiraz toad has not received. the 
Sinction of the Government of India, 








Bakrein, 


Bubonie plague broke out at the end of April, as already reported. ‘The number 
of authenticated deaths trom the disease up to the 3x May appears to be nineteen, 
All the cases seen by the Mission and ageney doctors appeared to be of a very virulent 
character. By the 10th May the deaths hind inereased to over 160. Dead rats, have 
been found both in th nts’ quarters of the Political Agency and in the up-stairs 
dwell 1 missionaries. Some passengers who arrived at B 
from Babrein by the steam-ship “Nuddea” were found to be suffering from plague, 
and one lias since died, ‘hiree more eases subsequently appeared among the passe 
in quarantine, Cons! public interest was displayed at Bushire in the measures 
of quarantine dl tinst Babireine During the week ending the 18th May 200 
deaths from plague occurred at Balirein, and of fifteen cases treated at the Bushire 
quarantine station, seven died, 


Bunder Abbas. 
ty of the Russian Consul has been fully reported up in a separate 


\ alight earthquake shock occurred at $10 on the morning of the 13th May, 

oloven seconds, and in the evening a meteor fell ig a brilliant light for 
about two aninutes, the mo accompanied by a rumbling noise like 
thunder, 


Mohammerah, © 


Nothing of importance to report. 


Wrstens Persra. 
Kermanshal 


he following is Deiof ebieon al account of the events connected with the 
Salar-ed-Dowleh and the events which occurred at Kermanshal 


May 7.—the Governor of Kermanshiah made peace between the two rival 
factions on the understanding that the members of the 
expelled, 
Muy 15.—Mtussian Consul’s servants were be 
Mehdi, a Mujtehed who was eredited with { 
disturbed, 
May Ao—Britiah Consul reecivedl a letter from  Sakused-Dowleh asking 
intervention, 
Shah gives assumnce of 
M Messenger returns to Kerr letter to Salar, who. 
to Be main ( : r he prefers to die 
Hghting than to he poi 
(in February the Shah telesraplied to his brother adjuring him bluntly not to 
Dlay the fool, as he did not want to hnye to soil his skirts with the blond of 
ive.) 
May 81 Consul leaves Kermanshah with his Russian colleague for 
nd Assadahadl (35 andl 7S miles), *to see what is being done there 
Assembly and. Mujteliods send stronzly worded telegrams to 
Shial’s orders, His Majesty's Minister sends a. similar 
Ww with the Shah, 
inister reports facts to Foreign Ollie. 
dune < slitl looted. 309 persons take refuge at British 
Consulat . Captain Crossle, LAES., in charge of 
Consulate, 
Sune A, insulting reply to Shah's messages, 
Mnjted Agha Mohammed Mehdi. Captain Haworth 
Persim Government demand 
supposed to liave caused riot. 
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June G— Ineriminating Ietter from Salar-ed-Dowlch to Mehdi intoreepted by 
British Consul. 

June 7.—Durkish) Ambassador w asked Turkish hel 

uve ‘S—Skirmish oceurs outside Neliavend between Salar’s follow 
Tnoperial troops, 

Juve 9.—Salar retires. 

June 12-—Negotiations for departure of Mehidi and refugees pregressing. 

June 13-—Salar writes to British Consul tat he is still awaiting him and his 
Russian colleagues that he had defeated the Imperial troops and had retired to 
avi fortler complications, ‘The messige sent by His Majesty's Minister the Ist Juno, 
at the Shiah’s request, had not reached the Saiar, 

June 15. Refugees in British Consulate fired at from elevated ground outside, 

zjine 16-—Strong protest made to Persian Government, Foreiin Minister and 
Minister of Interior offer apology. Latter decides to. sond Zahir-cil-Dowlel to 
inguire. 

June 18-—Salar-ei-Dowleh, accompanied by one attendant, takes refuge at the 


British Consulate, Kermanshah, 
(Signed) @. P, CHURCHILL, 
Galaliek, June 18, 1907. 


Commercial Supplement to Monthly Summary. 


fine, commercial outlook in Porsin is by no means encouraging, ‘the political 
fain that trate must be carried on with a margin of risk 
isproportionate to the possible profits. he princi ish firms actually 
trading in Persia are ; 
Messrs. Lyneh Brothers. 
Mossrs, Ziegler and Co, 
IL, Stevens (‘Tabreea), 
Messrs. Grey: Paull and Co. (Bushive), 


operations are principally conducted in the south; Messrs. Ziogler 
Maan lly ecupied in the carpot trate at: Sultanabad, whore they linve. heen great 
fimporel of Tate, Mr Stevens trades in the north and has lately directed he 
k business in Mazanderan, whore the assistance of thi Legation was 
levee rn ageaunteraet the hampexing influence of the authorities, Messrs, Grey Baul 
Giwate theie business to the forwarding. agency in the south, ‘the import of Mane 
thei Lom is hicly carried on by native esiablishments, of which the prineipal fe 
the Haji Ali Akber and Sons, which has been established in Landon 
for many vears, and dovs a considerable business, 
At tlie present juncture, owing to political disturbances, the tightness of the 
« market, and the want of safoty on the high roads, trade i enrried! on under the 
Attacked Be ae, azeumstances, ‘The Customs Department, which was. 40. soverely 
itseked by the National Assembly, and seemeil at one, timo likely. to revert entirely 
Moning wands, with the inevitable. chaotio reslt, is, however still under. Belgian 
administration, and complaints have niot increased of ‘late. 


Silver Tnports, 


;, Lie Imperial Bank of Persia, so ably managed by Mtr. 4, Rabino since its instie 
sition in 1590, still continues 0, prosper, and to earn substmatial profits for tts 
shareholders, 

currency of Persia is silver, ‘The 1 kran_ pices weighs 71:04 grains of 
(900 fine. Minting are about por cent. and import duty 5 per cent, 
he import in tran permitted, the cost being about 22. pe 
5 percent. per annum, 1/1890, with silver 
vas 30 to 82 krans per £. ‘The subsequont fall to: 45 
to import silver for coinage, The demand for eoin had 
slopn kets where the coin 
‘The Russian Government: thereupon. prohibited 
jer, Subsequently the repeal of the Sherman Act by 
Pp 
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the United States under the foree of eurrency difficulties caused the closing of the 
Indian Mints. Silyer fell in price, and importations for currency purposes to Persia 
increased. 
Tn 1806, ‘lien silver averaged about 27 pen mince, exchange rose to about 
Kruns per €, and though the importation into 'Trans-Caspia was 
contraband trade was carried on over the frontier, ‘This state of t 
ti) the present Silver krans are exported from Persia 
Doth north and south, with the result of great searcity of eoin, the only 
supply bi ary of the Imperial Bank which holds it in resorve avainst 
the note is ‘ange fell during May to ver y the point at which impor 
tations would haye been profitable, and the Imperial Bank made arrangements to 
eonelude a contract with the mint for the purpose, but a sudden rise rendered 
iniportations impossible for the time, 


Cotton and Silk, 


‘The new specific Customs ‘Tariff as greatly increased the production of 
cotton. | ’aports vil the north of maw material have increased tenfold, and imports 
af fuunufictuvel goods Imwve increased propontionately. In the South’ Surmely and 
other places stmrounding Abadeh, have well established packing stations. — Kk. 
Babramabad, anil Deh Shotoran are also actively employed. The eotton finds a 
inarhot at Tol, and other Russian manufuctivring centres. Russian goods eannot 
compete with those of Knylaud as rewards quality; but, in a country like Persia. the 
cheaper Hough inferior a finds the greater demand, At present the remainder 
of list year's cotton crop is heing bought up at wood priees owing to favourable rates 
tuling in the Riissinn inarkets, "Nhe new crop will shortly be gathered. A. strong 
demand for ready cash hs already set in, 

It lias been the 
thie system tins hoot a 
market, and also to the a ‘The silk erop this ye 
to ben record one, will be required, Several hundred 
{houssind pounds will he necessary in the Province of Ghilan within the next two 
months. Ff 

Halli, Ce ian, and other firms who formerly dealt solely in 

purchasing hides and skins. The busi tends to 
Hah, and Mamadan, In the latter two provinces gum tras: 
is also an important item, and is said to he of the best quality procurable 
world: 
On the whole, exports are brisk and imports dormant, 


rop, but thie year 
of firms in’ the 


Customs Returns, 


‘The following Tubto is appended for convenionce of reference. ‘The figures are 
taken from M, Naus' report to the Shah of the Srl February, 1907. 


Unite the nati i \etived iy the Inaperial £ 
lustoms was for the year 1898-1899... 200,000 


an1.200 

Rison 

foro 

USh00 

+ tele 

Heat sat 
toos-tion : eer) 


CHURCHILL, 
Tehran, Tire 21, 1907. 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 43, 
Simmary of Proceedings of Persian National Assembly, May 21 to June 18, 1907. 


of the 
mber drew the attention of 
‘The sitting lasted. 
1 7 pias 

day, May 23.—Two Delegates attended the House to represent tho Minis 
They were severely eross-questioned on ihe subject of army administration 
wwiouls accusitions were made © Department, AS the Delegates 
ed ignorant of the. subjec were told that the House: did not 
ze them as officially representing the Ministy of War and they eventually 


While the members debated the questions which lind arisen in connection with 
the proposed additional clauses to the Con ident: took his seat, ‘Tho 
A and the repr of the Minister of the Interior sso 
eutered the House at the same time. Musteshiar-ed-Dowleh, a prominontPabieen 
Deputy, then made on the subject of the doi baijan of 
Na s ‘ahim Khan, Chelebianloo (Serdar-i-No Another 
stated that the people suspect the Gor 
to kill the people ant pillage the country in Avorbaijan.. Ue was 
o ecortuin revelations regarding the action of Tkramscs:Sultan, but was 
ined by his colleagues. Another Tabicer, Deputy declared that the House hat 
obtained a copy of a telegram from i-Nosret to his son thanking him for his 
action, iki Zs t attack on the Government and demanded 
the inme S Nosret and iis son. ‘ho Government Delezato 
wsited the House that: the Minister of the Interior was full of the gravity 
{i ile eave and was talsing, measures. As to the Saluved-Dowlely in, replete ty 
intecpellation on the subject, he said that the Shah had recalled. hi 
iecoU his refusal to: obey the Shah's orders a foree was being sent to bring. 
ADangttatt the faree woutd be composed of Rakltinrs, a rewiment from Hannan 
id another from Khamseh and Nehavend, He thon. said he was able, to aamavien 
House that the Kavam-ul-Mulk and Imam Fumoh hind already loft, Shiv 
een been insisted upon by the Assombly, He delivered to the hans of 
filent the ill regulating: the procedure. t0 be observed by the provincial 
Asseniblies whieh, having passed’ the House, liad ‘igh manual of th 
Shah and now became Inve. ‘The Minister of Justice then proceeded. to, wivo ae 
(icount of the administration of his Department and. assured the House that he wae 
fo introduce the reforms which the House and the country required, 
‘Whe House rose a little after 7 p.at, 
Teiuedeu: Moy 25-Sundiy, May 26—Nows of a very alanning eluractor having 
Teen tele from Tubsece regarding the activity of Rahim: Klian’s son, Buyuke 
ul-Mamalek), who was reported to be marching on the town at the Ireud 
(i body of inegulars, great excitement prevailed atthe Assembly. Te alee 
farpired that a certain Tkram-cs-Sultan, one of the Shah's Chamberlains, hed 
jieted some evil chaaciers at Tubrocz to murder a number of the members of the 
{peal Assembly there, This was, attribute by the “abrect Deputies at ich to 
the direet onders of the Shah. ‘The National Assombly was informed by telograph 
Hat 200 persons had een killed by Buyuk Khan's men, but that Ismameesaeteee 
ssid been captured and one of them hind been shot. His Majesty's Consuls 
yal at Tabreex telegraphed confirming the gravity of the situation, though tho 
ridints Which Yeacked the National Assembly were somowlat exaggerated as 60, the 
Kuubers of killed. ‘The excitement at ‘Tehran during Saturday was intense, The 
{eqably was the scene. of remarkable demonstrations against the Sloh at 
the Government, who were openly denounced, Deputations were, sent to the Atalne 
Fuga demanding the instant arrest of Rahim Khan. ‘he Shah, however, wea 
Claurate, and the excitemont greatly increased ditring the day. ‘The Nations) Acemit 
wrglutit 1°80 vat. Seyed Mohammed was present the whole time and Seyedl Absullel2, 
Who was absent on account of 1 was forced to attend. As soon'as he arrived 
Ne burst into tears and eursed Rahiin Klan and the on of the Assembly, 
On Sunday the demonstrations continued, Over 6,000 excited. persons thronged 
rounds of the Assembly. Speeches were delivered denouncing the Shah, ‘The 
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| Kavameul-Mulk’s delay in leaving Shiraz. 2 
2 Divonianer al Maku vliere several people have been Killed. 
3. Activity of Haji Agha Mohsin, of Sultanabad. se 
Feel ponte ‘conspiracy with Agha Mohammed Mehdi at Kermanshab, 


i d from the Governor of 
n connection with the latter question a telegram was read 
Eee |nnibah COUR area OF Sala si-Dowle’s letter to Agha, Mohammed 
vl ten in sanctuary at the British Consulate. he | 1 
nae te mnistake to the British Consul, who iad communicated it to. the 
orities. A copy of a telegram from the British Consul at Kermanshah tot 
Tata Leadon ae copy of a letter from the British Legation to the Persian 
Foreign Oifice on the same subject was read. : we 
ie int Ms reet“Dujjar strongly urged tho House to adjourn for the sumn oes, 
bit yas unanimously, opposed. Haji Sheikii-ur-Reis (not a. member) furiously 
atacked Hajt Muin-altujjar aud accused Mim of having ulterior motives dire 
wzainst tlie interests of the Assembly in making such a proposal, 
OR A ea ASO RENLERG Otee Mheeibara wus elect 1) be present at the 
trial of Kahin Khan, Another Committee was elected to attend the inquiry into the 
} lures brought against Assetl-Dowel, late Governor-General of Khorasan, on a 
lunge of complicity in the sale of women to the ‘Turkomans. An hour a then 
spent deliberating a8 to whether the regulations for the local Assemblies should be 
CTA provinces by their res or by the Ministry of the Interior, 
uit no decision was arrived at 
Sonday, Jute L0.—An 3 
Azan and nearly all the Ministers, as 



























































i i ro bok 
ordinary meeting was held, at whieh the Ata 
ors, ah well ts tho Mujtleds, were. present to tiseus 

i ‘s onder in the provinees, After the 
tthe Deputies the hest means of m ng onder in the. p After 
TRUNENeL sie Leal tle ehjeat ofthe meeting, and the meee Bip Interior 

” sen val, speeches were made by 
(taekiLaa?), had express his sppovah, pmecles were made by. valous 





















Zale (I ‘own eonsidorable 
Deputies, aki Zado (‘Tabrevz), who has shown eonsid courage and ability 
is recognized as tho best speaker in the House, delivered a lengthy ad 
ith Aenean for the disorders whieh lad occurred in the provinces on tho 





id to avoid intrigues. He said three things were 





fo whom he app 
absolutely necessary: ; mote Re 
1, The maintenance of order, for which the Executive was responsible. 
2, Reforin of the Ministry of War. 
Reform of Binanee. ana 
Var Department, which he described as a disgrace to 
heaped abuses upon the War Department, whieh he deseribed as disgrace 
RL COVteTMOts cAtPaTapetten ereGninat ingots sles prorenblPamian ati (oe 
which the Government. paid 5,000,000 tomans a-year, 
inv one of the provinces it. could not he sent. 










































was require ( 
fi M ih of War was reformed, the fin: 
4 Azam, Whose retum to Persia was energ 
f atten! to his speech, and in reply said he 





inslers ere ing, thin 
Departiients. MubhberosSultaneh made a statement to the elf 
Heulty was the want of money, which was felt in every Department. ‘Tak 
Te da Hau 3UQ00D|on OOH tones: bad eon Tail th6) 5 ister of War 
if the present year, and asked where the money had gone to, Su psequenty 
the question of a loan was reforred to, and several members declared hata foreign 
Joan was impossible, and that they would oppose it to their umosty The Atak 
Aaim expressed his opinion that’ money wis really very much needed, bu, that he 
vould not upprove of a foreign loan any more thian the Ass mb. Hovis that he 
cent any oath when on nage at Mees never again to De a party t0 a 

FEA ASENIGRite Tetra Ut gepatoa to uber ve tosthey Nattocal/ Bech sat 
nioney internally, 

‘Phe mooting, which was not 

‘Tuesilay, June 11.—The ald 
Articles regarding equality befor 
as follow 

“Poreign subjects residing 
property. 

Soyyed Abdulla proposed the following addition :— 
“Unless there should be a legal exception.” 





of War and other M 








































tiended by the public, caine to an end at 720 pat, 
jons to the Constitution were read and one of the 
the law wus discussed, A clause of this Article ran 








in Persia will be in safety both in person and 
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Sonsiderable opposition was shown by. some of the members to tiie proposal of 
the clergy that five of their number should be elected to permanently cuperatend 
the business of the Assembly. ‘Laki Zade, who strongly opposed the motion, mado e 
speech which lasted over half an-hour. ‘The matter was left in suspense. 
ihe Asembly have written a letter to the Minister of the Interior asking him to 
with the Russian and English Banks, through the Ministers of Finenee ana 
cuts that the sinking fund on their loans should not be paid for two year 
ing which time financial reform would be carried on, y 
he House lias asked for the Minister of War's Budget to be sont without delay, 
‘the Finance Committee continued to deliberate. 3 
Thursday, Jane 13—A good deal of time was spent di 
ng the regulations for the Provineial Assomblics to tho provinces, Soo ot the 
uities proposed that deputations of members of ihe Assembly should be sent to the 
provinees with the regulations to superintend the establishment of Provinetal Covacila 
in aceordanes therewith, but it was eventually decided that the Minister of tis 
Interior should deal with the matter. ‘The two prineipal Mujteheds were present, 
af tle sitting as usual. “Soyyed Abdullah handed the President a telegram fee the, 
Chigt ealuiteheds, of Nejel, in support of the WTabreen Mujtehed sho lad bee 
expelled, 
Bie Constitution, 

























the best means of 






























¢ concerning the 
Another Article was then 
y sembly. ‘The proposal was 
© Mujteheds, from whom five should 
is disposal their knowledge of 
cheds left the House after the 
cuss tat leisure, An hour was 
rrived at, 
again under discussion, ‘The Mujtched, 
“al representation, angrily asserted 
st unless the proposed five clerical 
He stated thot. they must-have full power to reject 
any Acts passed! by the House which they. might deem to he contrary to Islamic 
hay. ‘The clause was eventually voted for with the result. that fifty-vight voted for, 
vee against, and twenty-seven abstained from voting, Nhe clase aus therefor, 
carried. 

Tet sere 16.—The Government Delegate attended the sitting, and informed 
ihe House tat the: police of Tehimn tnd taken sanctuany at ihe heeen at ine 
Sepahdar in order to press their elaim of a of Ho that 36,000 tomans 
Man iceessary to settle their claims, that the Ataiek-isAznm hind mado thom ark, 
Fromiser and he proposed that a member of the House should be deputed to ramen 
them. ‘This ever, refused. A petition from the Zoroastrint, commit 
read, and it was decided to write to them, in n at they: had equal pol 
rights with Moslems, ‘The Committee of Im stigation, regarding the Paes of 
the Astora-Ardebil road by the Malck-ct-Tujiar to a Mussian sulgest sent ioe tacts 
roport w declared that the transaction’ was gulir, and therefore null and 
Pa lhe decision of the Committee thas not yet been conlifmed bythe House ce the 
President of the Committee declared that he was not in agreement With it, 

[Rieslay, June 18.—After considerable debate on the subject, the Tuba ai 
the dispateh of a telegram to all the provinces relating to the alte es 
Provincial Governors are directed to, supply return 
Receipts are to be given for all taxes levic 
to the Ministry of Finances 

epatit Govemment Delegate submitted telegrams announcing the eseape of Sular~ 
Hi powleh and the desire of Nazar Ali Khan, who commanded the Low act the 
{he Salar, to surrender, He informed the House that the Government hen Aeeited to 
penal Zahir-ed-Dowleh, the present Governor of Hamulan, to Kermuishah 
Titan tito the recent events there. Ile concluded by sunouneing that the 
Which had arisen between the Bakhtiari Kha 1 
tribe would he under the chieftainey of Sam: 
as before, 


Various domestic questions were then discussed, and the House rose at 8 par 





ecurity of 





Tslamie law when 00 
ause Was rend i 
spent debatis 

































































h full particular 
‘pt is to be sent 









on 
s liad now been composed, and that the 
m-es-Sultanch and Shabiab-os-Sultanch 
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General Remarks, 


‘the news of the dissolution of the Duma is being commented upon mischievously 
and seems to have caused considerable sensation, 
A feeling of depressior 
members are not wanting. 
in irregularly between 9 and 6 v.91, and the 
is done by the different Committees at wor 
of the debates in the House, 


Inelosure 3 in No, 43, 


Mohammed Ali Shale Reseript, presented to the Assently by Mohlashences-Sultanch, 
Representative of the Ministry of the Interior, Sunday, June 2 1907. 


(Uranstation.) 


is Highnoss the Atabek-i-Azam, ‘ 

eee itt, IM answer fo the siueero congratulations of tle National 

Assembly ow hehall Of our trusted: natio should express our Imperial gracious 

good-will towards tho respected Assembly and the people in general, 

tothe public of ou coniplete satistuction at the progress of the good 

sacred projects of the Sovereign and nation, Got he prai 

Which always accompany every great work lave been satis 

day the Goy | nation, with one mind and one purpose, are occupied in 

introducing hy day the app sof this union between 

‘nd mation come into being, By the will of protection of the tw 

Troan, at no distant date satisfuctory awsilts i : : ment 

iy of the t parts of the kingdom, and the improvement 

of the condition of the people, will be brought. about w the Government 

wis atone in thie attempt to. cary on allairs—in reality the kingdom liad only one 

hand—tiow that the nation and Goyeroment are at work in unison, the State hias tivo 
nd it is evident that one hand cmnot do the work of two, whereas How 
cumvied on in i different mainer, OF couse the Ministers 

Deputies will be occupied in servings the Government and nation with the uti 

‘nd enthusiasm, cad will carry out theie duties, We, on out side, in jul 

union's visghts, the me veal ellen, will not foram in 

dupart from our duty as 1 is incumbent upon aie 

iM ie this, oun Liipe Pt. he Known to the public through the priests: 

ani{ the National Assembly, iv over that the nation aud Assenably should he hopeful 

Of th: Linperial yracious good-will an vm their duty by olfering prayers, 

(in the Shah's humdwriting) s Wt i ele 


Tuclosure 4 in No. 43. 
Hirst Law passed by the Notional Assembly aud Ratified by the Shak, 


‘DHE National Assembly, in order to balanee revenue and expenditure and to 
rogulite the Budget tor the yewr 1907-2908, makes the following proposils to. the 
nipusrial Ministe iit, having decided upon the same by a majority of 
he Minist r Lute will submit the followi PRT This Tinperis 
Majesty th iesty’s approval, they will communicate 
t the Ministey of Finanen to De put e during the present Year 1007-1908, 
Vhe Ministry of Finnnice must obt correct statement of all the * differences: 
we in the provinces by the 
wes, aud part of which, in 
the form of © dil na pishikesh”” (gift) was pail into the Govern 
mont ‘Lreasu must be taken into account in the present year's 
Budget, and a statement of the oxpenses of each Government must be drawn up and 


sent to the Assembly, aud whiel lie approval of the Assembly, will he included 
iu the expenditure 


of a 
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1. The Ministry of Finance must obtain a firm undertaking from those persons 
wlio officially supply the above statements, and in case these statements aro proved to 
be incorrect by: the Ministey’s Inspectors or otlters, they will be liablo to severg 
punishment, of which the frst legal degree will le thve'loss of all rank and office, wnt 
loss of Government pay. In future years, when hy degrees the result of a celien- 
fi inspection is apparent, the “dilfernee of account” systom will be completely 
abolished. 
All Government grain, which in previous transactions was converted and 
Humed into eash, including grain already converted in the total, or after assessment 
ty included in the expenditure or against sums due in cash to persons, whether {rom 
Crown Tinds ox freehold property, must this year he delivered in actual kind, and the 
rion of Government revenue must be entirely abolishod, and those who have to 
iid must hind over the tax in kind to the Governmont recvivers. The 
ply a correct statement of all the faxes received in kind 
as possible, and also a statement showing how much is due to 
a account of conversions. 
3, All fiefs, whether Crown or frechold, must from this year, 1907-1908, revert 
qitnout exeeption, “Owners of land and those owning Crown lands must actually pay 
es in cash and in kind to the Government receivers. ‘Their claims on ave 
ill be eneashed in instalments from the State, 
iMfercnee of assessment. of Khorassan, which in the provious years, 
906-1907, had been decided upon, But has not yet Deon ontornd in 
Khorassin instructions, must be entered in its entirety: in ‘the instructions. for 
Khorassan for the present year 1907-1908, and from this source not a" dinar” mise 
be paid to any one in the form of salary. 


Note Tafavutsi-Amel,” or difference of account, 
otween the taxes as appearing in the Government rv 
assessment now long out of date, and a higher rate of 
Government, An oven higher rate is now levied, which is supposed to be allowel for 
by the ‘pishkesh, t from the provincial Governor to the Shab, In practicn, 
Gr the actual return of taxation in. most provinces amply covers (1) registered 


{afavut-ieamel,”” (8) ‘“pishkesh,” and (4) « substantial profit for the 
BC) 


8 to the difference 
ecordance with an 
ion now authorized by the 





No. 44, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Keceived sly 8.) 


St. Petersburgh, June 29, 1907. 
THAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of au aidi-niimonre whieh T rece 
Yesterday from M. Isvolsky in reply to the Memoranduan which I eonmuunieated te hte 
{ Svelleuey on the 24th instant, a copy: of which T forwarded in my despateh No, a2 
Confidential, of that dato. 

Ju my telegram No. 109 of yesterday's date T communicated to you the text of 
on of the aide-mémoire which refors 10 the insertion of  pussige tn tho 
of the Convention concerning Persia relative to the special interests of Creat 

1 in the maintenance of the status quo in the Persian Gulf, 
Thay 
(Signed) "A. NICOLSON, 


ee 
Inclosure in No. 44, 


Memorandum communicated by M. Iscolsky (0 Sir A, Nicolson, 


git Ministre Impérial des Affaires Etrangéres, ayant pris connai 
Tmoire de VAmbassade Britannique du 10 (23)' Juin, sur les all 
Nonuenr Wexposer co qui suit. 


Le Ministére Impérial est tout prét 4 adhérer a Ja proposition do maintenir dans 
I 


ance de l'aide- 
ies de Perse, a 


























pile de la Convention le passage se rapportant au commerce des autres 
avec la modification projetée. 
la proposition du Cabinet de Londres de mentionner dans le préambule 
ntion Vintérét spécial de VAngleterre au maintien du stat quo dans le 
fe Porsique, cette proposition, prodnite 4 un moment ot les négociatioas semblaient 
aboutir, donne matidre & de séricuses objections. Elle est de nature & 
couplotement le caractore et Vétendue de PAccord projeté, lequel, dan: 
résullative, ne touche pas du tout aw Golfe Persique dont jusqu'ici iw 
question dans les pourparlers entre la Russie et "Angleterre, Une ¢ 
rolative & jon politique dont Vimportance ne saurait étre my 
touche 4 des is si complexes, rouvrinait la di 
signature uon seulement de Ii Convention sur les @ 
dos actes se rapportant & toutes les 
do vive qu’en dehors de In Perse il He appartiont plus de Ta 
oitié Un Tittoral due Ciolfe et qui doit st nine directement inte 
(uostion; iy a égaleinent Wantres Paissances qui & coup sir se: cry 
ond $6 faisiit leur insite Mest tris Important U'éviter tout ce qui pon 
quer contre VAceord entre La Russie ob Angleterre les objections du tiurces 
Tl est incontestable que, dans sa forme actuelle, cet Accord ne touche a 
inci tuiérat-collmeral et no Tors, douner Hien A/anentis protestation tant 
soit pur fond de Londres ne manquern pas de 
siisciior (les fr in incident dans le vou 






















use nonvelle, 
pune et qui 
it retardor la 
nes, mis anssi celle 
Tl ne fant pas perdre 


















































1 des Affaires Etrangirea a prier 
Dieu rononicer 4 sa proposition de 














aux dans le Golfe Persique, U est 
Hic ontendy, daillenrs, qien fornulant cette pridro, te Cabinet Tinpérial nv entond pas 
div toni nior ers iutdrits nt oxehive la possibilité Wesaminer phis tard eta uno autre 





© Persiqne, 
1 de la sphitne Russe, indiqué 
jal ne propose de revenit sur 





Oveasion avec le Cubiuot de Londves In question da Golf 
Vinee qui regatde le travé de hu ligmy de débimnitati 

dius Vaidesmémoite da PAmbassade, le Mintstive Lope 

colle (question dans une eommunication substqucute, 


Sainte Pétershoury, le V4 (27) Juin, 1907, 



















(22417) RD: 





Sir ak. Nicolson.to sir Bitoard Grn, (Recemned July 8.) 
(No. 8h2,) 
Sin, St. Petersburgh, dune 0, 1007 

1 GALEID on ME Tsyolekey by: appoinitinent fremoow atid tld hin that 
1 Lia) domuniiteatedd to yon tis objections which il raised ont tho eeisiony of 
iny intorginw with inv on the 24Uy instant in pogurl to! the insertion ity the prea 
of tho drift Convention regarding Porsia of « passage relative to the special int n 
we of the statis yun hie tlhe Vorsiaw Gull, Taxpl 


























that the passnge i question iit rio ysis born Risin to tale sege otlon 
or laid any obligations upon her rior did it do adore atthe wtuost alan insure hor 
neutrality supposing that Tritain and: any othor Pow 5 OF 









If” Morcoyer, the passage was fint the 
declaration of an incontrovertible fet, and sanonnted s t 
Britain had especial interest inno disturbaneo of her present position ovenrring in 
the Gulf, Teould not see why there should. he a dificulty on the part of the Itissian 
Government to accept onr proposal. Moreover, [wished to tell him quite frankly 
that there was a considerable section of public oy ngland who would regard: 
a draft Convention with Persia which made no mention of British interests in the 
Persian Gulf as a defective Convention, and a generil acceptance of the Aureement 
would! be dimninished ~and this would he unfortunat 

MTsvolsky said that ho was well aware that [ii 
any action by subscribing to the preamble if amplitied a f 
that was not the point which rendered him averse to introducing the passage in 
question, Chad intimated that the fact that Creat Britain had a special interost i 
maintaining the strtus quo was an undoubted fact, but was it generally recognized ? 
And what was precisely meant by the status quo? I repeated to him the substance 





differences in respect to thy Persian ¢ 






























ia would not bind herself to take 
fied according to our wish; but 
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of Lon! Lansdowne's declaration in 1903 and 
your telegram No, 93 of the 27th i 
His Ex 1 this mieht he called in question by other Powor= 
re dee yi biection, However, was, as he ad 

and as lie lind repeated in his alieménoie of t 
the Convention from the perfectly: uassailable zromid on which tad Mtoe eed 
on 0 tlebatable territory. ‘Tho Convention as drawn up gave to juaiheation tor see 
exense for any oflier nation to have a voice in the mice ais T had) said, a 
selfelonying instrament, he ind it touched on no interest 
ention, in’ short, was om a * tora 
wher otlier Bo 
ed to alirm in 
that wos hal a spec 


also your views as communicated in 




























ait 
; Hi wished to refer tor 
ee ‘ular, others: pe DS prospective, an 
Itnssi, and towwhich sho shod seheertin tay 
tho oxistingy stato of things. Did Parker, 
thee i State of things? Would Ge 
Bri interests in the Gulf 
palt oily with matters a 













nin w Convoution with 
special Interest in mintainingg 
in toxard to Kowveit, for instiniee, recbunize 
v hs pleased) to, Soo a forall ap 
a odin SG! uit, which sh md 
0 tilts Nissin iterents on tude nueped 

frontiers? We should hs expos Azqecinent to objections aud complalnty 
Hs fieuok kno wit on mses, alo sol Henna ete a 
iad hitherto followed t el is not t6 insist on the clause or to ke any 
tuention of the Persian Gulf in the Amrooment, If we insisted ho wondd eae 
idvothers the whole of ho arramigenent, and great delay ot hast ht 














emtion Of 
‘on 





























ensue, 
T told his Excolloney that we liad no wis 








nd Twenty iver 
WG and a Ningtly 





deni sone of our argunionts, while. he anita tt 














Tatil th it these cireutustane ny Gov 
hese Girouustuniees iny: Covert would ly qrijuirall 16 waive 
i He nsortion.of 6 vans, buts Init ite Agereninent, wey. alyackul ta 
Hh it was pretty sureite be, ow thy: point cuit ws laud been iseragting 
i Jiao’ to. make a statement on tho subjost, mul Adal werwinald ry i 


Hirn the 
Wil 
anil 





uusilowne in 190%; 
od with the regions of Py 











and: explain that, as. thy Convent 
a auljoiiiing the Fospavctive froitie 





chivily 













in thi ing Act, it was tot cousi i f 
i i od Considered. appropriates to att 
ina it declaration respecting spycial interests in the Porsian Uiull, witch, seahc ne 





Tegarded as conc 





ruing other Powers, but. that there was no ty 





the nance of the status quo in ths Persian (i iso tins utc 
F Matas quo Ww Per Caf would give » dilties 
bouve ZI the two Governments. eS ey 
His Excellency sai 











a 1 tliat. he sav no objection to thatyand asked if Peould ive d 
in in wrt i hat Eas ary praetor eh ae ld wis i 
Ho gener sense of a staleniet to Ts inne horeatier;, but thi weedy ala 
able to Tet hint have liter the substance of it in a private Bh eS 
“feel quite confident that 1 shoild not have hee able to move, Ae Iqvolbky frou 
eitpenuts god am equally eontident that a pursistenep on ou pach ie 
are OL tie clanso,wrould have inthe first plage! snsponidid. a ounldidaiion at tly 
od) and in tie secoud hive wold have ossibly 

1 va no hi i ie a Isvolsky tu anvility 

: nt Ls thowelit that it woul 
have teen preferable if at my intervie sestontiyt L Mal nee ache ie are 
jar hut kad spontaneously waive thy point aud thereby usted. and. feelin 
ms on otlier questions. Litt on tusther: const aud in view of your 
pefutions and of the great importance whicl His Majesty's Governueal et finale 


puitter, T folt that Twas bor ake U1 . i 
putes mund to snake ou inonweffort which L regret to suy was 


us 1 
































special) 





















«._ Lhtive, &e: 
(Signed) "A, NICOLSON. 








(22419) No. 46. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July &) 





St. Petersburgh, July 1, 1907. 
your telegram No, 94 of the 29th ultimo 
With M. Isvolsky on that day, and although 





TITAVE the honour to stat 
) fe that 
‘rived here subsequent to my intervie 









































































T hind told his Exeetl fajesty’s Government would not, in view of his 
strong objections, insist on mention being made in the preamble as to the status quo in 
the Persian Gulf, it seemed to me that nevertheless T should communicate to him the 
entioned telegram and endeavour to secure his 
y's Government in their modified form. I there- 
fore addressed x private letter to his | ch T beg leave to transmit a 
copy. T endeavoured m to explain the character of the clause as 
amended, and to indicate tliat its n ion no difficulties. Tf T find 
that his lenoy still maintains his objections, T consider that it would be letter 
to drop the question, asa continued persistent. presse would, Tam eonyinead, serve 
no useful purpose, and might Indeed ereate serious difficnlties. 
You wore nder acknowledment 
nstructed to intervene 
I would respectfully beg 
to conipliea- 


eave fo submit that the interposition of 2 
us should be 


tions, At the outset of my deliberations it was agrees that thi 
conducted in confidence (sre my despately 
uo veason for believing that M. Isvolshy hi 
On the British side he very natural ications to the Japanese 
and Brench Representatives as to the progress of the negotiations, the details have not 
Won divulged, and the discussions have remained: th ve_ property of the two 
Governments, If at this moment M, Isvolsky learn that Branice had been 
roujuesteal to support a propos ‘le, Tam afraid that he might consider that 
he was eonsequontly a liberty to take counsel with and impart his eontidences to other 
Powers, aud there is no doubt that in that ease Ne would communicate with 
Whose interests in regard to the point at iss 
tome most undesirable that inter 
ention should take place hetwe 
would respecefully: urge that no wee 
His said nothing to me-on the subject, and 1 feel eon! 
nye lelore tubing netion, © to inform an prepared to move, T 
would hex him to defer doing so until Thad had an opportunity of communicati 
with you, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A, NICOLSON. 


losure in No. 46. 
olson to M, Isvolsky, 


aint-Pétershoury, te 17 (80) Juin, 1907. 
de Sir I le nilac- 


rer la phrase 
ais flespore que les mnots que je vous communique par la 
prisonte ne s is @objections dle votre part. Ts eonstatent seulement un 
fit incontestable que personne ne pent nice, THs ne peuvent esposer notre Convention 
que vous aver indiqués an sujet du maintion du. statu quo ot ils 
it Ia Russie ieabsolumont rien, La phrase telle que je la propose laisse notre 
Convention sir un terrain inattaquable, et Ia Paissance la plus susceptible n'y pourrait 
Men trouver 4 redire ou qui pourmait Ia justifier i formuler des plaintes apré's en avoir 
ice. Dit reste, comme je me suis d6ja permis de vous es ilya 
‘oup de monde cn Angleterre qui seront avis qu'une Convent i 
Perso qui ne fait aucime mention des intéréts Britann Golfe Persiqe 
serit ime Cony weuse; ot Tt rablede Accord en Angleterre, qui 
est tant A désiner, serait sensiblement alfaibli parmé certains corcles politiques. 
Jo vous pric, done, mon cler Ministre, de vouloir hien accorter un accueil 
favorable i sition que je yous communique et que je vous recommande 
chalenrensement; et flespire que sous trés peu nous minerons a bonne et heureuse fin 


Veuillez, &e, 
n6) A. NICOLSON. 





65 
(22424) No, 47. 


ae olson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 8.) 
Sir) a St, Petersburgh, July 3, 1907. 
a errcterence to my despatch No. 854 of the let instant, I have, the Foner to 
innit herent copy of ajetter which T received this morning from M, Isvolsky, and 
the substance of which T telegraphed to you in my tologram x i 5d 
regan ig the question of British interests fn. the Penge. eee ne 
{soe no prospects of being able to overcome the objections of M; Involsky 
uention being mado in the Convention of those special intorestay and Tate faa, 
ite nie camviction that & persistence in our request will have the effect of block 
nie the progress of our negotiations, and, unless we withideavy eae 
dae ea Botiations, and, unless we withdnayy om proposal 
 Isvolsky referred to the question this afternoon, and 
_ ab, Iavolshy rel ion this afternoon, and reiterated the argument 
which he had previously put forward, ‘The only remark which T mle Try 
Wiis Geatement that the Rersian Gulf was not solely iu Burvian tereieoral enters os 
Dithied the coasts of 
nvention, Te said 
objections y and I 
iit Thad referred tho 


Tsaid that we might perhaps define the portion of the gull which 
Persia, and which consequently came within the purview of the Cy 
hit this would be impossible to. effect, and would. not reming 
Ulorefore abstained from continuing the conversation, and said th 
matter tomy Government, and must await their reply, 


_ T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 
ea 


Tnclosure in No, 47, 
M. Isvolsky to Sir A, Nicolson, 


Suint-Peterstourg, le 19) Juin (2 Juillet), 1907, 
ih, 


j Htrang 
nent mention des intéréts spcer 


tun xecord sur ¢ 
ie dois « 


jue. 


an oa laide-mémoire Russe du 


_ Bien que ta nouvel 
itor « lle néearto ject 
i ‘arte pas notre principale objer vwlle 

a : 2 objection, celle quia 
4 i ant us notre Accord relatif i la Perse d'un ‘nt comple cna 
atte i We ger i i but primitif, En wflet, le Golfo. Persique, dans son entier, 
pus étre considére ranite, ni encore moins comme und 
tachant sont dun ordre complexe et 
ait done diflicile de les faire ontrer duns te 

ta Rant Hibsite ‘péter quien formulant co 
ol ito, ee eettendons nullement méconnaitre la position es par ABER 
atic eran ot ae uous tons auewn inconyénient & entrer phis tanh, 
Scedsion s'en présente, dans un cel nge de vues i tabi é 

# Texeasion, tn Gehang es fk ce Sujet aves le Cabinet li 
Tegate, Asis sinetrement désiroux dlarriver nussl vite quo possitie @ te teats 
Tae Ste eS points qui four Vobjet di nos pourparlens alti ie ne puis que 
Ton seh eueore. une fois au Gouvernement: Britamni pritre do. bien 
uloir renoncer 4 sa proposition’ de mentionner dinette, ja i 
a ver i nop iouner dans le préambule di ‘ 
vention ses intéréts spéciaux dans le Golfe Persique. eis 
Votre sincerement dévoud 

(Signe 


compte dans une plus large mesure de 


Apendanice de ta Perse; 
touchent & des inte 
Sul dela Convention projetéo, 





(1521) 
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(22425) No. 48, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 8.) 

(No. 360.), 
Sin St. Petersburgh, Juli 

ML ISVOLSICY gave me this afternoon an aldiemémoire ii: rogard to the drafting of 
Antiele V of the Parsian Convention of which [have the lionour to transmit a copy, 
and told mo that he found some difficulty in translating into French the words * the 

Hs of giving effect to,” and he thought that the wording which he suggested would. 
mevt onr viows and be quite clear, 

U shoul be oblig on would kindly inform me whether yon conenr in the 
toring of the Anticle as drafted by M. Isvolsky, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 


——————— 
Tnelosure in No, 48, 


Memorandum communicated by M. Isvolsky to Sir A, Nicolson, 


UE Convernomont Tipsiriil de Russie considére les quelques changements que Te 
Cabinot de Londies propose dintroduire dans le toxte de TArtiele V 
sin Les alfaires de Perse comme 
yduient fy donner son adlision, 

thet 
ri semble 

xompte de tout oy 1c. 

D1 le Go nt de ta une voul 
tions, Io texte ddtinitif de P’Article en question serait « 


cailarités dans Vamortissement ou le paiement d 
einprints Porsans conelus ila Banque d’Bscompte et des Prots de Perso « ane 
Tnpéridle de Perse: jusqu'i tu date de ta signature du présent Arrangement, ot sila 
i présente pour ht Russie d'instituae pile sur les. sour 

ait le servic. aig nprunts eonolus ila premicre desc 
icin iwentionnée daus {Article TL de In préseuite C Dt Olt pour 
aie Hiuistituer im controle sur les sources de rovenus garautigsant. Lo 

ation des emprints eonelins al seconde: desdites Banques et stu 

PAsticle T de Tn priseute Convention, les. Gi 
gun) entror prdilablement dans an des amical en. 
Commun decord loss mesures de contedle: on question ot dMéviter: 

ull pas conforiae tix prineipes servant dé ba 

Convontic 


Saiitt: Pétershour/, le 20 Juin (3 Juillet), 1907. 





(22645 | No. 40. 


Sir st, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 5.) 

No, 128) 
Pelosraphie,) Pi 

PERSIAN Convention. 

Hussian Government propose that their line should be traced from Kakl through 
Khaf and ‘Curbati-sheikh Jam to a point where the three frontivts intersect one 
anothers Kiarez an] Kuh Beuitak will be outside of the line. Russian Government 
hope this conciliatory spiit will be appreciated by His Majesty's Government 

1 await expression of your views on this propostl before communicating to 
AL, Tsvolsky the substance of your telegeams Nos. 14) and 100 of the Sth. insta 
regan to the other points of the Persian Convention, 


Ste Petersburgh, July 3, 107. 
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(22527) No. 50, 
Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Ritward Grey.—(Received July 8) 


) P, 
TRECTOR of Customs has informed 
fll Ins been made of the Russian coup 
‘This result, says Direet 
venue of southern customs, 
Russian occupation of ports 


(No. 171.) 


hot now take place, ‘This is the immedinto 
(Addressed to Foreign Office; sent to Thain.) 


ee 


(22587) No. 51, 


Sis Spring-Ric Sur Edw rey. —| ive 
Ronit Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Suly 8,) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, July 8, 1907. 
ANTEPOPULAR movement dangerous to orden, andy hended by. uate 
Eenorally supposed to be subsilized. by Shah, . d 
When T presented King’s letters forwarded in your despatch No, 5, ‘Treaty, of the 
“ul May: on Saturday, T represented. seriously to. Majesty the personal danger to 
(hich he wold: he exposed by sich a papular belien avd that amderstanding wilh 
Assembly. necessary. Similar lingnaze held yest lay by Russian Min ? 





(22344) No. 52, 
Sir Bdicard Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


‘reign Office, July 8, 1907, 
\ SSIAN negotiations, ai 
Your telegram No, 122. 
Conclusion of Convention beforo rising of Parliament is not exsont and 
F woul! probably: in any, cise Dest Ue contained. iyiva 
from you to ane, which ssould ly published wilh the 
eno. pressure put side which is: inconyeniont to 
H8 YoHL are satistied there is no procrastination on his part. But | 
his wish to conclude the negotiations soon, 





(22752) No. 53, 


Sir @: Spring-Rice to Sir Kdivard Grey.—(Received July 9.) 
ne 173.) “i 
logtaphic.) DP, Tehran, July 9, 1907, 
omit BAREH murder. Punitive expedition against Kunde Hein peopared by 
Hosint Government. Steps at Constautinople. quested by American missionaries, 


ar ‘Turkish intervention, Chargé d' Affaires of United States’ Legation is 
hont exphor. 





No. 5k. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor, 


legraphie.) 
PUNITIVE expodition against the Kurds, 
You should communi fe substance of Sir C, § spring-Rice's telegram No. 173 to 

Sear American and Russian colleagues, If the American Minister fokes © represen 


Foreign Office, July 10, 1907, 
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tation to the Porte, you might, if you think such @ course advisable, suggest that ho 
should point out to the Porte that the Persian Government are justified im punishing 
‘Kurds for the murder of the missi nary, and that we supported American Minister's 
representation on the subject to the Persian Government. 





(22495) No. 55. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
No, 260.) 
in, Foreign Office, July 10, 1907. 

I HAVE seceived your Excelleney's despatch No. 360 of the Ath instant, inclosing 
an aideméuoire by M. Isvolsky relative to the wording of Article V of the Persian 
Conventio 

1 Thve to inform you that His Majesty's Government have no objection to the 

ission of the words *the imeans of ¢ ct to,” and that they concur in the 
ms of the Article as drafted by M. I 
Tam, &, 


(Signed) 





(22162) Nae, 


Nir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 116) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 10, 1907. 
WITH reference to. your telegram No. 86 of the 17th April last, relative to the 
of te Indo-European ‘Telegraph Department in Persia, I 
copy of letter from the Tndia Oflice,® advocating the surrender 

nnyponsition for wilful dainage to the tolograph line 

ly concur in the: irk in his Memorandum, and 
when the tine come ut the renewal of the 
in the sense suggested 


ic. 
B. GREY. 





(22425) 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Contidenial,) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 10, 1907. 
WITH roforen 3rd) ultimo on the subject of the proposed 
Anglo-Russian Cy [aun directed by Secret cy 
mit hierowith, for the ion of Mr. Soc orley, copy of a despatch 
froin His 5 Ambn at St. Pr nig an. Wwide-meimoire by 
M, Isvolsky ro 
Tam to state that Sir ,¢ wormed Sir A. Nicolson that 
Government have no objection to # sion of the words “the means of 
to,” and that they concur in the torms of the Article as drafted by 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





(22162) No, 58, 


Foreign Office to India Office, 
(Contidentia},) 
Sir, Forrign Office, July 10, 1907. 
T TMD before Secretary Sir E. Grey your letter of the ith in: ive to the 
roilowal of the contracts of the Iudo-Luropean ment i Persia. 


* No. 10. ier 


69 


_ Lam, &e, 
(Signed) F. A. CAMPBELL, 





(22365) No. 59, 


Foreign Office to Indi - 
(Confidential.) Beane Ole 


Si Foreign Office, Jul 

MITH reference to India Oftico letter of the Sth instant, Tan Ter Rees 
Sit B Grey to transit herewith, to be daid before Mr. Sceretary Morley, copy of 

urther ‘egram from His Majesty's } Tel G3 i 8 

constractiou ot a telegraph line om kava 10 Sei aan Fspeeting the proposed 

Sir E. Grey is of opinion that it would bo advisable not to 
ghtaining the withdrawal of Russian opposition to the proposal mast ee the conclu 
fon of the Anglo-Russian Agreement. Io proposes, therefore subjret teal Morloy's 
prrsent and ts rales Beye Ge Spring Rice to. suspond action ti tho mation fer ae 


resent.and to refer home for instructions should hex i i 
Brant alo refer homo he beapproached again on the aubject 


take any stops towards 


Tam, &, 
(Signed) FA. CAMPBELL, 





(22983) No. 60. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Koreign Offic —( Received July 11,) 


p F 25, Abohurch Lane, London, July 10, 1907, 
THAVE the honour to incloso, at the request of tho Bound nt Directors, for your 


ination, copy of a letter, dated the 26th ultimo, from ont Chic Manager in 


‘ehran, as well as copies of two telegrams « ith bim, regarding 
Io Gen al rans ¢ I with bim, regarding tho 


also inelose the eutting from tho © referred to, 


©. W. MACLUAN, Manager, 
———————— 


Thelosure 1 in 60. 


Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, to Imperial Bank of Persia, London, 


(Extraet.) 


Persian Government Aecount.—We had an in tannic Majesty's 

Hiuiter sesterday, and learnt that tho Pe il asked privately 

lather they, could lelay of six months, at the 
“ er, 


June 26, 1907, 


cessarily be 
Id Sir Cecil 


overnment except under 
 ondenvours to impress 

ous action, at least as ¢ ‘ncerns 

terest id to Ri tthe Rug 

rest y ng paid to of the Russian loans, 

which is provided for by the contract weekly ny 5 Pi i) 

of the northern customs | cotiaiy Beeoae 


‘The Russian Bank is 











_ 





























(21147) 





Foreign Office to Treasury. 


Bir, Foreign Office, July 13, 1907. 

TLAID before Secretary Sh ur letter of the 25th ultimo, conveying the 
sunction of the uury to his suggestion that 
the expenditure incurred in making good the damage done to His Majesty's Consulate 
Goneral at Ispahan by refuyees should form a charge on public funds. 

With regard to the inquiry contained in the last ps 
‘ite that His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran has been authorized to inform the Persian 
syormment that he has made it quite plain to every one coucerned that Ilis Majesty's 
Government would not consent to take part in the tute nd that 
while admitting the sacredness of the traditional + $ existed 
from ancient times in Persia, they: could not admit t that party to 

3¢ the premises of His Mujes lates in order 
s Government to support their demands jan people 
representatives to whom they ean appe the interference 
auors is no loner cdl in order to procure the people a hearing. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 















































of forei 








(23834) No, 66. 





Count de Sulis to Sir Bdward Grey.—-(Rec 





l July 15.) 
315.) Lier 









July 9, 1907, 
lerday’s issue of 
nicial group 
successfully: 
ir O, Spring-Rice’s 








TMHAVE the honour to report that @ paragraph apps 
the “Berliner ‘Pagoblatt” stating that the emissary: of the 
injoresterl in Persia, Nore Herbert Ghittmann, had left Tohe: 
cvomplished his 1 the advantage of pe 
ospitehies in rovard to the of the Germans in Persia, 

lis Majesty's: Consul Schisabach, who, as a member of Messrs 
Bloichrditer's firm, must ho cognizant of all the important financial developments in 
Berlin, has recontly expressed his strong opinion to Lord Cranley that there is no field 
for Gorman financial enterprise in Persia, Ho considered thit the not 

Hivioutly endowed wilh natural resources to. warrant the investm ny con- 
siderable capital therein, and. in addition to this the political situation at present 
Persia was not of a nature to tempt the investor, 




























Thaye, & 
(Signed) J, pp SALIS. 








(28337) No. 67, 
Count de Salis to Sir Edward Grew. 


) 





(Received July 15.) 


(No, 
Sin, 


$18, Confid 





P a Berlin, July W, 1907. 
COUNT OSTEN SACKEN, the Russian Ainlassador, asked me this afternoon if 
Veould tell bin anything about the proceedings of Herr Guituann in Persia, At an 
interview with Herr yon Miihlberg ye il alluded to the subject, and had 
ry Russi ihts and interests of very long 
IY New eoners could not fail to be a 
just therefore ask quite frankly to be 
ms had in. view 
1 that Herr Guttman had wot yet retumed to 
was tot yet known to the Foreign Office how far he had been 
ont the mission which had been iutrusted to lim by some 
ikors. ny case his business had heen purely conmercial; Germany had no 
political interests there. cs 
I replied that Dr. von Schwabach had (as Thave already reported to you) rather 






















eavest cou 
told quite frankly what obje 

Horr vou Milberg. had 
Germany 


m to them, and he 
the Ge 


















73 


scouted the idea that Herr Guttmann’s mission could result in any extensive invest 
ment of German capital in Persia, while the last reports I had seen from ‘Vehran 
were rather to the effect that neither Sir C. Spring-Rice nor M. de Hartwig were 
inclined to think that Herr Guttman had met with any great success. 

Count Osten Sacken rejoined’ that he gathered that M. de Hartwig was “ far less 
optimist” than his British colleague as to the failure of the Germans. The distinction 
made by Herr von Milberg between commercial and political interests was of course 

verbal. The former always ended in the latter. THe must admit that ho 

thouglt that the German Foreign Office was not much in favour of these proceedings. 

‘The driving force came from circles having independent access to the Emperor whom. 

J entirely won over, Meanwhilo the Germans had had so far no interests in 

Persia, and their presence there was quite superfluous. He would be much obliged to 

ine if | would lethim know anything I mightlearn about Herr Guttmann's proceedings, 

aid he would not on his part fail to let me know if he heard anything. He considered 
the interests of Russia and Great Britain in this matter to be identical, 
Thave, &¢. 

(Signed) J, DB SALIS, 





(23529) No. 65. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 


Pe Tehran, July 16, 1907. 

SEISTAN-ROBA'T Telegraph extension, 

Sceret but reliable information received! to following effect: — 

‘A loan for the purpose of constructing a telograph line from Seistan to Robat, 
and for @ second wire from ‘Telran to Shahrud, is to be received by Minister of 
‘YVYelegraphs, who is deeply in debt to Russian Bank, His subordinate has been 
instructed to inquire as to- cost of Robat telegraph poles from Indo-Buropean 
Telegraph Department. Tussian Legation sends messages to St. Petersburgh vid 
Shialirud, and Department officials have also been asked to put up second wire from 
‘Vohman to Shalirud for their use, Posts, if provided from Robat, will bo employed in 
extension of Meshed-Seistan line. Same conditions would prevail as hitherto, namely, 
control by Russin. Increase of Russian interlerence in telegraph administration of 
that line reported by Persian Telegraph Department and Consul at Seistan. 

Arrangement lins following result :— 

Minister of Velozraphs gots privare Russian toan to construct lines to frontier of 
Seistan and to Slahrad, As Russians will have connection vit Shalrad and Astrabad, 
and at the sume time complete control as far as Baluchistan frontier, they: will not 
require cession of ‘Teliran-Meshed line, 

Subject has not been mentioned to me by Russian Minister, 





(23479) No. 69. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 15.) 
(No. 177.) 
(Qelegraphie) BP. Tehran, July Wb, 1907. 
T AM informed by the Administrator of Customs that forty-six Russian Cossacks, 
with arms, destined for Meshed, Seistan, and Kerman, crossed the Khorassan frontier 
senday. 





(23547) No. 70, 


Sir @. Spring-Rice to Sir lidward Grey.—(Received July 16.) 
(No. 178), 
(Telegraphic) P. 
KUH MALIK SIAM telegraph exten 
Your telegram No. 82 of the 13th instant, 
I have asked Dir ndo-Kuropean ‘Telegraph Department to reply that 
request will be refen further sounded on subject, 
3 maturing (see my penultimate telegram of to-day), 


Tehran, July 16, 1907. 




















1 75 























strong rep) 
Russian 14 





tations might 
ion would, hows 





de to the Attabek; an open breach with the You will observe that they express their willingness to send an inspector to report 
he outcome of such action, Better course on the repairs required on the road if the Khans will agree to pay the cost of this 










would be to ask Russian Government for pledge that status quo will not be disturbed. aspection, and’ you are authorized to take such action on this point as you may 
Responsibility of Russian Goversment is plain, in view of notorious fact that Persian consider desirable, 

Government is penniless and Sipahdar is under Russian protection. useless to Tam, &e. 

make representations to Russian Minister, who would profess his complete ignorance, (Signed) E. GREY. 





probably with truth, Tle hint 
Minister, 

Tf we haye pledge that line, when completed, is not under Ru 
Russian signallers, there is no obj ion; but loan lias almost certainly (22039) No. 75. 
a condition of this nature, As cost of carriage of wooden poles would he prohib 
we could cause delay in const on by refusing to supply poles, 
hy negotiating with’ the Bersi 





at independent line being 





ken by Russian Finanee 








in control, wi 











id utilize that delay Foreign Office to P 





an Transport Company, 








Foreign Office, July 16, 1907, 
rected by Secretary Sir E, Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 








[23680] a, ut on the subject of the Baklitia and to inform you that’ a‘copy 
nt to His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, w ions to take sich 
. Sir. C. Spring-Rice to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received July 16.) action as he considers desirable with regard to your prope ch an inspector 
toro. to advise and report on the repairs required on the road, 
(Delographie.) P. Tehran, July omnes 








FOLLOWING reecived from His Majesty's 
ny telegram No. 478 of the th instant) 


Ne 
sHigtit easiin 





Acting Consul-Goneral, Tabreez (see. (Signed) LOUIS MALLE? 











Four ¢ 





sun missiontry at Urania reports defeat of Kurds 
'samons Persian troops; Ottoman troops h 


is killed ; 





(23789) Noes: 


(23681| No. 72. Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Eland Grey.—(Recei 
(No. 181.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Tehran, July 17, 1907. 
KUH-L-MALIK SIAH telegraph extension, 
ant. 
from Nusratabad to the telegraph station at Kul-i- 
Siah Zinrat, a point 12 miles distant from Robat Russians would post an 
Malik Siah Zigrat if line were built with Russian money, Agent would 
to stop direct communications botavoon Seistan and India and tap through Ti 
| while right to patrol Seistan would he acquired by Russian agents, Por the 
nioment nothing is being done owing to Hliess of Ministor of Velegraphs, 








il July 17.) 


Sir CG. Spring-Rice to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received July 16. 

(No, 180.) 3 : ae 
(Velographiog P 
IMPROVEM n Gulf quarantine ser 
Dr. Coppin, President of Sa 
who, tor want of funds, will t 





arian, July 16, 1907. 






1, promises to send to P Govern- 
action) & moderate list of omm 
fivus. 1 concur in, his opinion that, in view of strong opposition from Russians, 
ination bial hotter Viealowed to drop, especially as quarantine has heen suppressed 
Gonsequient on cessation of plague. Matter had lictter rest for the moment, thous 
We might eventually provide two stoves, 



















(23547| No. 








[23815] Ne 


Sir G Spring-Tice to Sir Edward Grey.-—(Received July V7.) 





Sir Kdwaril Grey to Sir C. Spring-Kice. 








(No. 182) "3 ‘ 
e) De eign Office, July 16, 1007. (Telegeaphic,) P. Tehran, July V7, 1907. 
RAPHS. SEISTA s ae 

Your telegrams Your telegram No. 83 Toth instanc 

We propose to, icolson, who is shortly expected in "rhe 








ane Firstly, it ix notorious tha or of Velegraphs is under Russian protection 
Any further proof you ean collect ws to action of Russian Bank you should send in anit me eT te ToleseayLsySUMoe eas 

etna ie ily, new lines are obyiously in Russian interest, and Persian Government is, 

itself quite ineapable of raising funds for them, : j 
‘Thindly, the Department itself has furnished private information of a convin 

















(22039) Th character, 
x Fourtlily, see my reports on the case of Hashtnat-ul-Mulk. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. = - f ; é Sh. Pétoralurai: 
(No, 119.) Until your discussion with His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh is 








Sin, Foreign Office, July 16, 1907. completed I unierstand Tam to take no s\ 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 79 of the 22nd April, relative to the 
Bakhtiari road, 1 transmit’a copy of a furtlier letter which has been received from tho 
Porsian Transport Company on the subject. 











No.4, 








== 





122397) No. 78. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
(No, 121.) 
Sir, 











[22394] No. 79. 


“ea Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
No. 122.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 17, 1907. 
T HAVE reco! ei] your despatch No, 129 of tho 15th ultimo, reporting on the 
Por: 
T approve the language held by you to the Moukbe 
your despatch, 








esSultanch, as reported in 





Tam, &. 
(Signed) "1, GREY. 





(22398) No. 80, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir ©. Spriny-Rice, 
(No, 128) 
Sir, Foreign Off 


July 17, 1907. 
THAVE received your despatch No. 193 of the 18th 1 


account of 

















the recut rebellion of the Silar-ed-Dowle 
Tapprove your action in the mattor, as reported in your despatch. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) BE, GREY. 
(23603) No. SI. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 





(No. 84.) 
(Reloxeaphie,) Pp, 
PERSIAN finance, 
Your tolegram No. 171 
Please inform mo whether the customs revenues of Fars and the Gulf ports aro 
paid into Russian Bank ? 
Is statemont trie that Russian coupon has beet 
revenues? Please inquire of Persiau Government. 
If truo, and unle ink that, notwithstanding use of southern customs, we 
are tom to elas sis ionths, you should press for payment of amount due in April 
last on British loa 


Foreiyn Office, July 18, 1907. 

















mn paid partly from above-mentioned 

















(88970) No. 82. 
India Office (o Foreign Office.—(Received July 19.) 


Sir, India Office, July 18, 1907. 
WITH reference to the final paragraph of my letter of the Wil 

certain informa M 

sol 








tion required b 


jor Morton in connection with the K; 
ie, Lam directed to inclos 


copy of a telegram from the 











7 


the subject, and to suggest that Messrs, Lynch should be asked whether they have any 
objection t instructing, their local agents by telegraph to furnish Major Morton with 
the information he requires. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "A. GODLEY, 


Tnelosure in No. 82. 


Government of Iniio to Mr. Morley, 
July 13, 1907. 
Our Secret letter No, 2 of the 3rd Jannary lust, pamigraph 6, 
uch Brothers be induced to send by telegraph necessary instruce 
sto their local agents at Ahwaz and Bussorah to supply Major Morton with the 
information he requires, which he complains has not been supplied ? 





[24049] No. 83. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Ruward Grey. —(Received July 19.) 
133.) 
lexraphic.) P, Gulatek, July 19, 1907. 
REPORT received from Consul at Scistan that Afghans are digging a canal by 
tan water supply would be affected, Good pretest for taking Persian side, 
inst Afghans and us, would thus be furnished to Russians, Consul 
ntations heing made to Ameer, and T concur, Meanwhile, T can tell 
ian Government that steps are being taken, pointing ont that: this would nob 
have happened hd Water Award been accepted, 





(24050) No, 84. 


Sir C Spring-Rice to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Iteceived July 19.) 


P. Gulatek, July 19, 1907. 
MY telegram of yesterday 1. 
Tam informed by'¢ ink that a week ago the Sipahdar 
received 300,000 tomans from the Hussian Bank, 





(2409: No. 
Initia Office to Foreign Office. (Received July 20.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under: 
Seorotiry of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Stato, copy of « telogram 
fron the Viceroy, dated the 18th instant, anda note by the Director-in-eliof of the 
Tndo-k a ‘Telegraph Department, dated the 18th instant, rolative to Seistan 
telegraphs, 


India Office, July 19, 1907. 
Tnelos 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Telegraphic.)_ P. 
PERSIAN telegraph lines. 
‘Two telegrams as to rumoured project of loan by Russia to Minister of 'Telegraphs 

for purpose of construction of a line from Robat to Seistan and the duplication of 

line between Sharud aud Meshed have been repeated to us hy His Majesty's Minister 


. It is snilicient, as regards the latter scheme, to point out that Russia's 
£1521) 


July 18, 1907, 














nntage which we at present enjoy in respect of 
if use of second wire is 
Pehran line, and in the event of 


apparent object is to nout 

the control of the Tehran—Meshed line, and that Rus 
secured, would not dien need control of the Meshed: 

the proposed exchange falling through would lose noth 

‘The Government of Tndia is affected directly by the 

measures will bo taken b 

‘ed ont, involv 
















we do not doubt that immedi 
to prevent so obviously absurd a proje 
hase of British telegraph 

















control of which is to he trans! 





come from the British Government, and 
ke over materials 





to the Persian 





5 Tmnpossible to. he 

now obtain, fro 
wortions of onr's 

to-indorse the 











Ivice offered by Sir C. 
) viz. that the Ri 
Of existing: Agawoinent mot to, intar 
ppcaliyl to this. Ng 

















sty’ Government will no doubt 








ily: once Teo viokat 
wy he dictated 
il to, namely, a desir 














“ conchision of the Conven 
Which oxisting, Concessions will he maintained, as large an interest as possible in 


» secure, before the 








‘The control of the Rol an Tine would obviously 


co 1 Russia, in Che 











that the Persians were unwilling to make over the Meshed-Seistan line to us, and thar, 


trangh no: fault on their part, exchange was impossible 






















Wo are of opinion tlat, should this, uniformnat 
steps should he taken to. pri 
of tho extension of the 


ander Russian 





more reason w 
tan line to Robat. 














Indin Office to Foreign Office. —(Reveived July 20.) 













nibs to Pesta, 





Mr, Morley to Government of India, 


India Office, July 17, 33907. 
ment with Russian Government, 
ved from Russ 


(Teloxraphie.) 





went that Line of their zone should 






















See Secretary's letter 






No. 25 of the 2ist June, inclosin, 
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No. 87. 





(24151) 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 20.) 


‘THE UnderSceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secretary of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State copy of telegrams froin 
ihe Vieeroy dated the 14th and 19th July, relative to the Anglo-ussian negotiations as 
to the maintenance of the status quo in the Persian Gulf, 


Indin Office, July 20, 1907. 








Inclosure 1 in No. 87. 


Government of India to Mr, Morley. 
(Telegraphic. P. sTuly Vb, 1907. 

PERSIA, Please see your telegram of the $ih instant and despatch dated the 
Gth from Sit B. Grey to His Majesty's Ambassador, St, Petersburgh, ineloged in 
Palitical Secretary's letter of the 2st June. We regret greatly that retention in 
preanible of Convention of any mention of British interest in the maintenance. of 
Saws quo in the Persian Gulf should not haye been found possible, as most of the 
doubts which we have felt as to the advantages of the Convention would thereby have 
een remo 

In considering re 
















ed proposal to take note of the statement in M, Tsvolsky's 
Memorandum, His Majesty's Government have bome in mind, no doubt, the remarks 
contained in the despateh the Chargé a Afa arsburish of tho 
ith October, to the effect that the Russian G rd an assurance 
{hy word or in writing as of temp validity anid fiable to vary with, 
changing conditions; and that it is ther belief that th ances are sone! 
accepted wnerely. for parliamentary purposes, ‘The Ambasiador’s dlespatel of the 
7th (04, reporting his conversation with Count Lamsdoxft contams similar 
fomarks, indicating that ag regards the permanence of such assurances tie [us 
Government make definite mental reservations, he reasons why M, tsyolsky declined 
tu insert the proposed clause in the preamble are not known’ to us, but Some such 
uses as we ilieated above way perhaps explain his hesitation in the matter, I 
insertion in preamble ble, we trust that Britisly interest in maintenance of 
tutus: quo will be nite terms, and that, overt measures (0 show 
that tlre is every intention to act up to the declaration will be taken in the Gulf, as 
occasion may ofl 











































Inclosure 2 in No. 87. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
P. July 19, 1907. 





phic 
VY teleg 
jan, doctor's proposal as to control of quarantine arrangetents in Persian Gulf 
reported in telegram of the 120) July from His Majesty's Minister at ehran, 
Foreign Office telegram to Ambassador, St. Petersburgh, of the 2st June, of which 
copy vas inclosed with Seerctary’s letter of the 28th June, apprised for us for the first 
Lume tlat the Russian Goveriment were 10 be informed that, provided Russia agreed 
ot to interfere with cur control over quarantine arrangements in the Gulf, we Would 
withdraw our objection to tie maintenaiice of a sanitary station at Karez, AS we have 
already stated, se are quite prepared, pending @ consideration of the scheme of the 
which has not yet been furnished to us, to provide the improvements 

essential in those arrangements, A strong. protest 

ust -the Russian doctor's proposal, affecting as it does our 
control at the pre e moment when Russia ostensibly has under consideration the 
question whether it is possible for her to give a pleige not to interfere with that 
control. With the greatest respect we venture, in view of the present inviden, to 
suggest again tliat the question of making the maintenance of the status quo, includinse 
quarantine arrangements, in the Gulf an integral part of the Convention with Russia 
isof the utmost importance, We are unable to recognize the special force of M. Iavolsky’s 





































we hope will be made 
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objections to this course, which we have now seen, as reported in he telegram from 
sin A. Nicolson of the 24h June, ‘These objections would apply with equal strength 
to the mention of the zone assigned to Russia, the interests of other nations in which 
are as large as, if not larger than, in the Gulf. ‘The interests both of India and 
Great Britain Hold at present @ paramount position in the Gulf, and itis now more 
important than ever that our existing rights and interests there should be maintained if 
the construction of the lower seetion of the Bagdad Railway is to form an object of 
British poliey. ie 

We soil venture to point out, even at the last moment, that full recognition of 
our vital interests in the Gulf, especially as these are now confined to the coast through 
our line being drawn from Bunder Abbas, would appear to be due to us from Russia in 
































that we have azreed to reco: 
the Russian spliere of interest, while on our part only a very suall area, of whic 
xicater portion is incapable of being developed, eitter industrially or ‘eommer 
Tus been retained in our sphere, and while we voluntarily renouiice the pos 
political strength which we had secured at ‘Tehran and other places owing to the 
‘ction of the popular party in Persia, The refusal of Russin to recognize our interests 
in this watter, taken in conjunetion with the rumours that reach us. fron a German 
somce here, that the Concession of the Khanikan Railway is being 
considered by the Persian Assembly, and with the report that work is heing commenced 
on a fine rom Bagdad to Khanikin, leads us to fear that some seerct understanding 
nay Have hoon entered into with Germany, the aim of which would be to undermine 
‘our position both at Bagdad and in the Gulf, Tt would be to our advantage (2) that the 
situation should be eleared up, 



































(24150) No. 88. 


Sir C. Spring-Rtive to Sir Bdieard Grey.—(Received July 20.) 
» 18 
i me) py Tehran, July 20, 1907. 
‘AY MUN! of Russian coupon, Your t No, Sh of to-day. 
Ic is not believed by Manager of Impei that Russian Bank has had 
customs revenues of Bus and Gulf ports paid into it; indeed, though some of the 
revenues may have heen diverted throw Persian agents (as is also the ease in the 
orth), tliat Bank has no organ 
ailable revenues: wei 
intovest, 
abing do 
important smn took pla 
Twill press for payment in fill by 
inquivies of mont, 
























pation of northern ports by Russi 
or, believe thit the diversion from south to nofth of any 








before the Ist October, after ma 






(24172) 89. 





Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received July 21.) 











augroo to not sion 

Opposition of Assembly is 
inn Minister: 

No. TMof the 3rd July. 


00,006, sninimum 
atoning language 





used ly ( 
Your telex 











(24173) 





Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Receteed July 21.) 
(No, 187.) 


Gulehek, July 21, 1907. 





ph extension. 
Loan to Minister of etegraphs being confirmed, and in 
view of urgency of mutter Pave obtained from Atabek a verbal assurance that line 































will not, in the same way as the Meshed-Scistan line, be allowed to pass into Russian 
hands. I have sent a written acknowledgment of this assurance, 

We now have firm ground from which to oppose construction of line with Russian 
money, as I have informed my Russian colleague of offer made to Indo-Ruropean 
‘Telegraph Department by Persian Minister, and that it would not be entertained 
pending our negotiations with Russia, 

As in case of Hashmat opposition in Assembly is probable if project is entertained. 











[24174] No. 91. 





Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 21.) 
(No. 188.) 
(Delegraphic.) P. Guluhek, July 21, 1907. 
SINCE the beginning of the negotiations with Russia the situation has undergone 
considerable change, nglish influence was then considerable here. In order to 
secure reform and independence the Shah seemed likely to eo-oporato with the people: 
Now that the Shab and his Government prefer subjection to Russia to compliance 
with popular demands, no reforms are possible, aud the conflict between the Shah and 
the people is now acute, 
5 Russia has the game in her hand 
may therefore think that agreement w 
vlers which the Persian Gov 


















having complete control over the Shab, she 
i Bugland is no longer desirable, "The 
ninent is doing its best to excite—bankruptey or 












the invitation of the Shah—may at any moment justify intervention, Moreover, since 
the conviction is gaining ground here that there is nothing to hope from ws, as we are 








leaving Persia to Russia, the Ionger negotiations aro protracted the more she gaine 
aud England loses. 









(24203) No. 92. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edieard Grey—(Received July 22.) 


(No. 369,) 
Si 


, St. Petersburgh, July 9, 1907, 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of an aideménoire which 
M. Tsvolsky communicated to me yesterday, and which proposes a new tracing of 

the Russian line in Persia in order to meet the views of His Majesty's Goverument. 
il the substauce of the aidemémuire in iny telegram No, 193. of 

















T have, &e, 


(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 









Inclosure in No. 92, 


Memorandum coumunicated by M. fsvolsky to Sir A, Nicolson, 





i rement Britannique ayant exprimé le désir que la section Orientale 
ile In Tigne que délimiternit In sphire d'interdts Russo ot Perse, mentiounée. dans 

T du projet de la Convention sur les affaires Persanes, ne passilt pas a 
proximité dela frontiére Perso-Afghiane et vint aboutir non & Zulfiear, comme cela a 
ete Wabord proposé par l'Augleterro, mais au point d'intersection des frontidres Russe, 
Persane, et Afhane, le Gouvernement Impérial est tout prét a prendre ec you on 
consideration, et pense qu'une ligne se dirigeant A partir de Khak sur Khaf, Curbat= 
Sclickh-Djami, et laissant en dehors de la sphire Russe Kuh-Benitak, pour aboutir au 

d'interscetion des trois fron satisferait pleineiment aux conditions voulues. 

Le Ministire des Afia ‘res de Russie espére done que le Cabinet de 
Londres vondra bien apprécier 
fait prew i ig 
renongant 4 In voir terminer & Zulficar 1 
ci-dessus exposée. 
































ch 
cepter Ja proposition 








Saint-Pétersbourg, le 25 Juin (8 Juillet), 1907. 
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In continuation of previous correspondence, the Chief Manager of the Imperial 

































































i 24231) No. 95. Bank of Persia in Tehran has informed the Board of Directors that there is no hope of 
| ee 4 peareiageS succeeding in obtaining a settlement of the long past due indebtedness of the 
i Sir-A. Hurdinge to sir Edward Grey.—(Iieceived July 22.) Persian Government to the Bank without the active and firm support of His Majesty's 
Bie Oe! ; Government. 
} Ae 108. Confidential.) penereier al IOp ‘The Directors of the Imperial Bank of Persia, while appreciating the 
Se ar net 7 Ppuaruesees eel fe difficulties of the position, ris-d-ris to their individual responsibility to their share- 
RT era ea holders, have no desite to mper the Persian Government in formulating, their 
esterday to announce to dle King « e proposal for the liquidation of the debt long past due. 
4 PRS obs GSES i orcs ce noceira mn OCICS enero ent Mobile claim of the Bank taken’ in round figures stonda to-day at 400,082. When 
SS a USI Tan ais ata considering the question of sctilement, it will probably be deemed necessary to deal 
I ; err en Tati AGA simultaneously with the advance made hy His Majesty's Government, which amounts to 
i of ming a we wore colleagues in Pxypty and Tsay a good ds 290,0001., and which, added to the Bank's claim, makes a total of 759,308, 
| Teta oa nee ares el Non UHCI aoe A Assuming that the revenues of the Southern Customs amount annually to, say, 
| Tiaueee De ol vA Saas vi Ww iu ie te Raine ‘ at a brat oun wuts 180,000. per cent. of this amount, the Directors nk, might reasonably he 
i Tittle at his post, having spent the last eight months in his own country. He spoke Hoe ig wmtioier ot we tar Gauge above the remnettine TO) 
} vey ae eed tho, pa pint sin Per i omni to sta ‘he explanation of the manner in which the above figures are arrived at is sot out 
| hay Even cou ge Sune Bt oe ful aes in detail in the annexed Memorandum from whiel i wil he observed. dat the suns 
4 wxpericnee and other defects, as the only means of regenc aranlat due by third parties guaranteod by the Persian Government ui 8001) are detucted 
frien leur! Hesulswny tao tots Coaticoe sis Ho il me peel aye Sl i ee 
i ‘Auiribnted to some extent to the influence on His Majesty of the Russian Legatio Gen 





exercised through M.Chapshal, the “ Kashan elique,” and especially th 
Sultanoh, whom Thad known at Tabreez under his former title of Bins 
and who was always in M, Hartwig's house, On my asking whether the present Shab 
was not much more economical than his father he replied that this was so, but that he 
joney, and would like fo give mor 
scribed the Ataboy Avitu (to whose intorests he hit 
‘as deoply diseoura 
who now sitid that he. iad supposed his Hiluess to b 
fonnd that ho was as helpless and incapable as any of the oth 
had to deal, 

; lis Ma 


























proinissory note, but alyo to the dela 
SHU OMG (EMICR ARTS MITE i GeueeaNE TeHLIATTEI pay monthly, 
chi now aggregate the large total of 143,279 Had the Persian Government 
h with the Bank in this matter, the Directors would not find thensc! 
whieh they are now placed with regard to the excess adv; 
authorized by their Concession, 

T have, & 






in the 
1¢0 over 





swith whom he had: 






esty, whom L understood from him, and my own experience confirms this 
















| iow, to bo oxeaptionally untruthful and eapricious (for few Persians e Pea: 
totally exempt from these failings), spoke openly (Signe) LEPEL GRIBFIN, Chairman, 
{ ‘and. his Highness liad thriee offered to. re 







also heen bad, as he had assorted that the assembly could be fore 
sick brigailo, Phe on 
days of despotisin, when 
Nis over his own Canneil of Mi 





y supprossed by the 
-ourse for the Shah to follow was to recognize that the old 
s srovelled before the Soveroiga, were over, t0 





Tnelosure in No, 4. 















































p ies ar, to enter fate personal re 
loading members 1» Medjliss by iy mi to vi Pp. + y 
! AU PITME AIA atic Hat amen Panticunans of tho Persian (overtmnent Dobl 
k by allowing it to exoreisoa direct and real control over the expenditure of the: money, 
Otherwise things would xo frou bad to worse, the already profound unpopularity of 
i the dyn 1 Government would deepe archy would increase, and the movethent pecs ot pian e uorbeaent A te as : 
it fa jitonomy, which lad already: begun , would spread Pea elie aes) the lsoperis| BaD AS ptr, soaralystatoisont 
with to thy Monarchy and nation a . «| Bakar 















Goxerament debt. 
Debt of Mis Imperial F the Shall ns Valid : 

Further amounts for which the Government has acknowledged its 
Indebtedness 3, uy ease 





‘Thoro is donbtloss nothing new to you in all thi e naturally Kept fully 
wssudor spoke in warm 


llenicy's observations might 


12190 





informed by Sir Cecil Spring-Itice, of whom the sp. 
torms, of events in Pe 





it, but Phave thought that his f 
orost to you. 





Uhave, &e. 
(Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGE. 



















[24366] No. 94 


Imperial Bunk of Persia to Foreign Office (Received July 2: 








Sir, 





;, Abchurch Lane, London, July 20, 107. 
Hie honour to invite your consideration and that of the Secretary of State 





THA 











to tho following statemont of the indebtedness of the Persian Government to the 
Imperial Bank of Persia and His Majesty’s Government, with suggestions for its 


liquidati 

















4 
| 
i 














$4 


Svacestep Manner of Settlement. 




























£ | B 
Indebtedness to the Imperial Bank as above: ee, | 469,368 
Deduct Gincesion finite ce S| bel 
02 
Dect amounts to bo paid at once in cash 
Debit of His toperial Majenty the Slah ay Valibad 
Half the prowisry not ofthe late Shah se SS 
85,034 
Alo advances arknovwlelgad by de Goverment as above 2] aise 
Rae \ 157,886 
| g566 
.. | 180000 
80,000 
Deiat aunnity in His Mayet 2 






Law 





ing: availublo yearly balancw Pe et 













































Krans Buh 
‘Total dob of (i i fh Juno, 1907 .,] 20;206,000-00 |= aaisze 0 0 
Against whieh wo Holt in part security and acknowledgment 
Unpaid eustons deatts ov Bushicu customs (M4270). | 489,168+00 
Prumiory note of tho late Shah which, with interust to 80th Jur 
07, would anount to 701861015 ktans, vir 13,6880) 7,070,000-00 
14,592,165-00 
Wot His Iivperial Majesty the Shah contracted whilst Valibad in 
nbevor— 
Krai 
Cumwntmecount 4. oo 8 So2490'89, 
Cuigrantes, puxiacerued interost (2S) BFR 156 +B 
———| esvos7-65 f= 12,190 0 0 
‘Mio fustalient of the loan uf 200.0002, due 40) Apel, 1907, 23,270 7 0 
Tntorst by s0th dug, 107g, 3 D m7 6 7 











i the Government has acknowledged its indebtedness for the following 
mounts due to us — 









Mis Hinperial Highnoss $ ‘ltanol) 








a 00,0000" 
Hig Excollouey Atnin Malai Jang. ; i035 b= 72,302 
Tehran, June 18, 1907, fi 
[24418] No. 95. 


Initia Office to Foreign Office (Received July 22, 


NTE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seeretary of Stato for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary. Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Vieoroy, date the 21st instant, relative to the proceedings of Afghans as 10 4 
‘canal in Soista 


India Office, July 22, 1907. 













































(22160) ORS, 


Foreign Office to India Office, 









Sin Foreign Off 

T LAUD before Seorotary Sir B, Grey your letter of the ith instant respecting the 
suggestion put forwand by the Governient of India that the Mohammerah= Alvva= 
Borasjun telegraph line should he brought ander the control of the. Indo-Buropean 
‘Telegraph Departinent 

Tamm to state that wh 
ment would offer. to. British 
‘opportune for raising the questi 

A copy of your letter and of this reply 
‘Tehran for his information, 


July 22, 1907, 


















ig the advantages whieh such an arrange 
ests, Sir H.C does not consider the moment 








as pen sent to Tis Majesty's Minister at 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE 








(1521) us 
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Tnelosure in No. 95. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(elegraphic.) P. July 21, 1907. 

A IREPORT has been received from His Majesty's Consul, Seistan, by telegraph, 
that a canal towards Tarakhun from Chakar-Burjah vid Chah Gazaki Karan Khan, is 
being excavated by Afghans. A canal for most of the distance is marked on Sir 
H. McMahon's map, but Consul states that a new alignment is being adopted. 
Harvest operations have caused a suspension of operations for present, and Vic 
Consul in a letter to Governor, Chakansur, has warned him of danger of irrigation 

in this district, as indicated in the reports of Six H. McMahon's Mission (seo his 
letter of the 15th April, 1905, paragraph 24, forwarded with our letter of tho 18th 
May, 1905). Having regard fo the fact that Sir H. McMahon's Water Award has not 
been accepted by the Persian Government, and of its never having been accepted in 
its entirety by the Amir, questions arising’ as to construction of canals must be dealt 
with apparently in accordance with terms of Goldsmid’s Award. As without expert 
examination it is not possible to determine whether this fresh canal will interfere 
with the requisite supply of irrigation,” it may become necessary to telegraph to the 
Amir at Merat, through His Majesty’s Consul-General in Khorassan, advising him, 
pending the opinion of an expert irrigation engineer, whose services would be placed 
at his disposal, to desist from further work on the canal. 

Twill communicate with you further on the subject after ascertaining the views 
of Sir H. McMahon and of Mr, Ward, who will shortly be in Simla, whom 1 am 
consulting. 

(Repeated to Tehran.) 





(24406) No. 96. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 
(No, 189.) 
(Velegraphic.) PB. Tehran, July 22, 19 
FORMY Cossacks who crossed Khorassan frontier are stated by Russian Mit 
to be relieving detachment. 


$$$ 
[24407] 


Sir C. spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 22.) 


(Welegraphic.) P. Tehran, July 22, 1907. 
CONCESSION of German Bank hias been passed by Assembly for thirty years ; 
capital is to be 200,000, ; articles of first installation granted free entry. Assembly 
jected Mini Free site will be offered by S 
orrow after seeing Shah to-day. Little more than what 
eaty is acquired by Concession. 





[24408] No. 98. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Hdward Grey—(Received July 22.) 
(No, 191.) 
(Velegraphie,) P. Tehran, July 22, 1907. 
RUSSIAN Legation have addressed note to Persian Foreign’ Office, of wh 
following is translation :— 


uch inconvenience is caused by want of proper telegraphic communication 
1 Welan and Shahrud, — [re f Telegraph structed to put 
new additional wire, Assistance of every kind will be offered by Russia,” 
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(24598) No. 99. 








Sir ©. 





spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 


(No. 192.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
KUIH MULEK STAT telegraph extension, 


Gulahek, July 23, 1907. 





T saw lute Government Agent in Seistan to-day. He said the Russians are now 
anxious for construction of line, of which they will necessarily have control, as the 
Haye obtained possession of land at Nasratabad through whieh line to Kuh Mulik Sia 
must pass 








(24599) 


No. 100. 


Sir , Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 23.) 

.) 

(Welegraphic.) 
MY tel 
Seistan s 





Tehran, July 28, 1907. 







183 of the 18th instant. 


ates there is no foundation for report that Afghans were building canal. 








(22161) No, 101. 


Fureign Office to Treasury. 





Sin, Foreign Office, July 28, 1907. 
WINE rel to your letter of the 9th March, 1906, relative to questions 
arising out of the injuries sustained by Lieutenant-Colonel’ Douglas and Captain 
Lorimer while travelling in Laristan, Tam directed by Secretary Sir BE, Gr 
transmit herewith, to ho laid before the Lords Commissioners of th 
of Turther correspondence which have passed on the 

Mehran and the India Office 

roy iy of opinion that, having regard to the v 
Dull in his despateh No. 7 of the V7th April, 190 
in hiv telegram No, 146 of the 12th June, it would | 
nment to sottle this el 
i er from the 1 
mount from th 
reumstances he proposes to 

















op 
uubject with His Majes 












soxpn 
and by 
8s to press the Pe 
Mr, Morley’s opinion, 
of the dth instant, as to the undesirability. 
ly 
ke no further action 
Tam, 8 
(Signed) 














the matter. 











LOUIS MALLU. 





(24696) No. 102, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Biieard Grey.—(Received July 24.) 
(No. 194.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, July 2 
PMBLY ned subject of German Bank yesterday.” Cone: 

ive yours, with thre S option, was 
ninent said German’ Minister would bre 
rejected. 

Hor Guin 
sand tliat oppos 
Persia has de 























nn privately stated that Russian Ley 
ion originated in British Legation, 
loped,” he says, bank will open. 











1 2344, 23 w, ani 248°; and ante, No. 7 




















[24697] 


(No, 195) 
(Telegraphic.) P. 
M. PASSE 


position i 
protrac 
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No, 103, 










Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 

) 

Gulahek, July 24, 1907. 

, Secretary of Russian Legation, yesterday said that until’ Russin’s 
certain respects was assured” the negotiations with Great Britain would be 



















[24698] 


(No. 196. 


(Telegraphie.) P. 


TH 


and Russian 
your telegram 
carried out during the pe 












No. 104. 






Sir C. Spring Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 24.) 








Gulahele, July 24, 1907. 
ten request of the Persian Government for the conseiit of the Buglish 
rnntents to the payment of interest alone without sinking fund (seo 
0, 78 of the 20th June), has just been made, Reform sehuine will he 
iod of suspension, which thoy ask may be three y 





wi 



























(23681) 


THE au 


ment 





His 


vontided by the 


for some 


as are indis 


Council thet 
collaboration with the Customs Adn i 
doctor of the Russiau Consulate at Bushire should be appotnteal Inspector 


quarantin 





they consider tlie present. q 
the Porsi 





ment the 
doctor to 


icated to Sir A, Nicolson, stated that th 
speedal inte i 





No, 105, 






Memorandum communicated to Count Benckendorff, July 24, 1907, 





ion Of introduc 
Porsia hi 
Goverum 
request of f 

nie past, sand props 





ng certain improvements into the quarantine arrange= 
been raised by the Sanitary Council at Tohran, 
nt, to whoni tho control of these. a 





‘Sonth 
Majosty 








cangemonts was 
considering, this question 
i improvements ty the servi 










ot 

















y's Minister at ‘Tehran reports’ 
issn. doctor proposed tHiat tho ssn 


any survi 
itistrition, Hy also’ py 


put meeting of the Sinitary 
iw on ih 
French, 
oneral of 

















*s Government desire to point out to the Itnssian Governmunt that 
antine arrangemnelts ag one of their spc 

of the slatuy yuo, M. Isvolsky, in au, aide-ninoire recuutly 
Government do tot deny the 

rexion His Majesty's Governe 
sian Government will send instructions to the Russian 
ing tho continuance of the present aranyeinents, should 
the Council, 


aj 








Gulf aud 










is of 




















(24173) 


ill 


‘Telezraphs has 
second line from 


obtain 


A\ report has reached Sir C. 
is receiving a loan from t 
tnontioned 


not to disturb the status quo in Persia. peu the conch 
tinder discussion, would 


Foreign Office, July 24, 1907. 











No. 106, 





Memorandum conmunicated to Count Benckenorif, July 24, 1907 






M 





ijesty’s Minister at as reported that the Persi 
wsted the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Depart 

shran to Shahrud for the use of the Russi 

Mitional means of communication with Russia. 

ing Rice that the Persian Minister of ‘Toleraphs 

ian Bank for the purpose of constructing th 


n Minister of 
ut t0 C01 i 
Legation, so as to, / 











e Rus 














y's Government, while nivilling to give 
a breach of the unde i 





it to this report, which 
tanding come to between the two Governments : 

























be glad to receive au as 




































(24715) No, 107. 
Memorandum communicate by Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 25) 


‘THE accompanying papers are the aide-mémoires which I prepared, but did not 
present to MM. Tsvolsky. 





1. As to the transfer of the Meshed~Tehran and Meshed-Seistan telegraph lines ;° 
‘and 

2, Annonncing that His Majesty’s Government are willing to abstain from 
requesting that the clause as to the status quo in the Persian Gulf should be inserted 
in the preamble, 













Tawould submit that it might be 
their terms are approved. Tt might be 
frou M. Tavolsky as to whether he 
note of the ion by the Russian Gov 1 interests. 

Th the cfreumstances, the final paragraph of the aide-mémoire concerning the 
status quo might be anplified by adding at the end words to the effect “as the 
Inporial Russian Government have recognized that Great Britain. has interests 
in those waters,” 

Th we com ed the aide-mémoire now we would be in a pe 
what viows the i Government took 
have already stated in their aide-mémoiro, 

Heft tho drafts of these aide-mémoire 





‘sable to send in the aide-mémoires now if 
to obtain a definite expression of opinion 
objection to our stating that we have taken 



































i ion to judge 
ry being given to what they 









in the Chancery, so a telegram to O’Beimne 
to hand ther in would sul i any jon that may be considered necessary 
We do not sign aide-mémoires, so O'Reirne could perform what is required. And at 
mnigght bo as well, if approved, to tell him to hand them to M. Tsvolsky so that he might 


report any remarks, 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 
July 21, 1907. 
in No, 107, 


















Tnelosure 





Drift of Aide-ménoi 





to be communicated to M. Iscolsky. 





v's Finbassy had the, honour to receive the aidemémoire which the 
for Roreizn wis good enough to address to it on the Mth 
(27H) Juno hist in regard to tho request which His Majesty's Embassy hall put forward 
inh its tde-mémoire of the 10th 3rd) June, that mention should be made in the 
proamble of tlie Convention regarding, Porsin of the erosts of Great Britain 
Hi Ue maintenance of the status yuo in the Persian ‘The Imperial Min 
Foi abuve-mentioned aide-mé evoral difficulties whi 
it experienced in meotinss the wishes of 1 assy on the above question, 
anil expressed the sincere hope that His Majesty ould niot iusist on the 
insertion iy the preamblo of a clause referring to the special interests above mentioned, 
aliliouglt the Tus ent for their part did not deny that Great Britain did in 
fact, possess stich special interests 
Mi authorized to inform the Impe 
‘ernment, being desirous of expediting the conclusion of 
the Convention, and in deference to the views expressed by the Imperial Ministry for 
Foreign Afirs, are willing to abandon the insertion in the preamble of a clause 
ng to tho special interests of Great Britai ntaining the status quo in the 
Porsian Gulf, while they take note of the declaration that the Russian Government do 
not deny such special interests, His Maj a trusts that the Imperial 
Ministry for Foreign Adairs will see in this step on the part of His Majesty's Gevern= 
ment a sincere and cordial desire to terminate speedily the Convention, and also to 
aay they: pox wishes of the Imper runient. 
sno tine, Hi 's Embassy n the Inperial Ministry for 
demand from His Majesty's 























5 Majes 




















1 Ministry for Foreign 





His Majesty 


















































Ma 
public opini 
Of Stato for Foreign Affairs a public declaration of the views of 








eat Britain 





» Not printed. 
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His Majesty's Government on the situation in th 
maintenance of the status quo in those waters, and the Imperial Government will no 
doubt take no exception if it be also stated that His Majesty's Government have reason 
to believe that the question of the Persian Gulf is not likely to give rise to difficulties 
between the Governments of Russia and Great Britain, as the Imperial Russian 
Government have recognized that Great Britain has special interests in those waters, 


St. Petersburgh, July, 1907. 






1¢ Persian Gulf and in regard to the 


































(24784) No. 108. 






India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July 25.) 





" India Office, July 24, 1907, 
IN reply to your letter of the 10th July, as to the proposal of the Russian 
nment that the line delimiting the Russian zone should run from Kakhik through 
Khinf and Turbat-i-Shetkh Jam to a point near the intersection of the three frontiers, L 
am direeted by Mr. Sceretary Morley to inclose, to he laid before the Secretary ‘of 
State for Forcign Affairs, copy of telegraphic correspondence with the Viceroy on’ the 
subject. 
Mr. Morley would prefer to adhere to the straight line from Kakhk to the Afghan 
frontier near Zulficar, both for the reasons given by the Government of India, and_ also 
because, if the line is drawn through Khaf, and if the Russians retain their sanitary 
station at Karez, the position will not materially differ from that which was negatived 
by Sir E. Grey in his telegram to Sir A. Nicolson of the 21st June, If, however, on 
reconsideration it is held to be desirable to concede the Russian elaim, Mr, Motley 
thinks an cffort should be made to secure some equivalent for the ‘considerable 
concession that will be granted. ‘The equivalent might be either the extension of the 
British Tine up to the Russian line from Zulficar to Kakhk, and the elimination here of 
the neutral zone as suggested by the Government of India, or the prolongation of the 
Britis Tine from Kerman to Lingah instead of from Kerman to Bunder Abbas... ‘Tho 
sof the first alternative are stated hy the Government of India ‘The 
advantage of the second is that it will make it clear that the Islands of Kishin, Henja 
and Hormuz are included in the British sphere, In either ease 4 
that Khaf should be the place where the British and Russians 
Seistan telegraph line should mect 
As Fegards Karez it is not clear from Sir A, Nieolson’s telegram of the Sth July 
what the views of the Russian Government are on the proposal that their maintenanes ot 
# sanitary post there should be conditional on Uieir undertaking not to interfore with the 
existing quarantine arrangements in the Gulf, 
























































‘ould be stipulated 
ins of the Meshed- 



























Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 












——<—————— 




















Tnelosure 1 in No. 108. 





Mr. Morley to Government of India, 





(Telegraphic.) P. India Office, July V7, 1907. 
PERSIA. Draft Agreement with Russian Government, 
Proposal has been received from Russian Government that line of their zone should 





















Fun from Kakhk, passing to point where the three frontiers mect, through Khaf. ani 
Turbati-Sheikh Jam ; Karez and Kuhibenitak being left outside the Russianline, Please 
let me have as promptly as possible your views on this deviation from the straight whieh 
us been agreed to by His Mayesty’s Government. (See Sceretary’s letter of the 
2st June, inclosing letter to Foreign Oilice of the 19th June.) 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 108, 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 

(Telegraphic) Pe . 
PERSTA. Proposed Convention with Russia, “ 
Tt is understoud that we have definitely refused to entertain the Russian proposal 
that line should ran from Kakhk to Khaf, and from Khaf to Sarez and Kuhibenitak, 
‘The meaning of your telegram of the 17th July is, therefore, we presume, that Russia 
abandons her claim to quarantine post at Karez if her line is brought south to Khaf, 
We woilld point out, if this assumption is correct, that the Bakhiarz Mountains are left 
almost entirely to the south of the Russian sphere by a straight line from Kakhk to 
Zulficar, and that this might be useful for the purpose of protecting our communication 
along the order of Afghanistan. Qn the other hand, most of the Bakharz Mountains 
wil be in Russian sphere if the Russian line is brought south to Khaf, ‘This would 
Involve the loss of  strategical position, and bring Russian limits very close to the 
disputed rea on the Hashitadan frontier, Also the Russian Tine would he in such 
propinguity to the Afghan border that the objects which His Majesty's Government iad 
Jn viow in demanding a straight line to Zulficar vould practically be nullified, » Further, 
With theline proposed, Russi would have command of the main trade road between Persia 
and Horat, hy whieh Afshar appreliensions would certainly be excited. The telegraph 
line to Khaf would also be held by Russia, hy whom a further stretch of this line might 
n the neutral zone, “Ay such Concession as tiat proposed is strongly 
eveasons. Should, however, further Concession be considered 
y's Government, we would renew the recomiendation that our 
Tine should be extended so that Kain and the hills north of it should be included in the 
ish sphere, A report from the Consul-\ieneral at Meshied has since been received 
ig this strongly on stratexienl grounds, ‘The utility, indeed, in this pact of Persia, 
cast of the Lut lesert, of a neutral zone open to the commerce of other nations is not 
clear to us such & zone, in our opinion, would almost certainly be penetrated by Russia, 
ani! a constant source of friction would be established, ‘he northern limit of our zone 
should, we would therefore sugzest, be the limit tat may be adopted as the southern 

Timit of the Russian zone in tis quarter, 


July 19, 1907. 




























































































(24785) No. 109 
Inia Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July 25,) 


India Office, July 24, 1907. 
WITH reference to iy letter of the Ait instant as to the nce by His 
y's Governmont of the arrangements proposed hy the Russian Government for 
Hhange of the conttol over the ‘Tohran-Meshed and Meshed-Scistan telegraph 
ion that the Russian Govermuent should 
sions of the Tndo- 













M 
the 
lines subject to. the cond 
attitude as to the prolougation of the Con 



















Dopartment, Iam dirvetod to. inclose, to 
Voroign Mila 
Mr. Mor 


soumndnoss oF the 














yverninent of India that the 
the Russian draft for settlemer 
far north as po 
done, presumably cannot bo asked for uuder the 









Agreement arrived at. 
: Tam, &e. 


(Signed) "A. GODLEY. 








sure in No, 109, 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(Welegraphic.) P. July V7, 1907. 
MESHED-SEISTAN telegraph line. Your telegram of the Oth instant. 
The abandonment to Russia of the northern end of the line is almost more 
objectionable from our point of view than tho relinquishment of the line between 






























o1 





Ispahan and Tehran, since, as regards the latter, 
Tndo-Buropean Telegraph Department expires in 1925, anything may happen in Persia, 
or as regards the use of telegraph lines generally, while as regards the former, all 
messages to Meshed, some of which inay be of greatest importance, will be at ones 
tapped. There does not appear to be any more reason why Rusia should. saico 
objection to a British line of telegraph in Russian sphere to Meshed than to a shailar 
ling to Tehran. We trust that equivalent of much greator value may bo obtained, 
such as recognition of British interests in the Persian Gulf, if portion of ine mist now. be 
abandoned, and that our limit will be fixed at Turbat-{-Haidari, as M. Poklewsk hag 
suggested, or at the extremo northern line of the neutral zone, in which, under the 
terms of the Convention, there can be no possible objection to British Cone 


before the existing Concession of 

































[24799] No. 110. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Kidward Grey.—(Received July 25.) 

(No, 197.) 

(Telegraphic) P. 
KUH-MALIK-STAIL telegraph exten: 
Oriental Secretary has been told hy Vi 


Tehran, July 25, 1907, 








inister of Telegraphs that Atabek has 
n control. Vicu-Minister said that, 
on, and that Russia would object to any 
rocment establishing British control. Ie wants England by seeret arrangement 
‘oney and poles. Churchill replied that we must await instructions 
nglo-Russian agreement from home, 
We now constructed would, in 
of the 15th instant, he w 
to warn Atabek according 


warned Minister that England objects. to fo 
Russians constantly press for constr 



















low of arrangement described in my telegiam 
F Tussian control at: Nasratabed, and’ £ propose 
neanwhile, of urgent importance to arrive ab an 
ment with [bu vernment. Construction by us would, without agreement 
With Russia, bo an infraction of status quo, and 1 do not therefore propose to ure it, 
but the matter cannot he long delayed in view. of Russian persistonce. _-No advantage 
can, in my opinion, be anticipated from negotiating with Russian Legation hor 





















(23681) No. 111, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Sprin -Rice, 

(No. 85.) ‘ eee 

(Telegraphic,) P. 
QUARANTINE in Persian Gut, 

Your telegrams Nos. 174 and 175, 

Mention of Persian Gulf in Convention is o! 

the grounds that it introduces new and complex elem 

Vowers are affected, ‘They admit too, however, that we have special interests, inthe 

Caen uuey, were informed that wo would not insist, but that a statement defining our 
1 as to Gulf would have to be made in Parliament, 

With regard to our quarantine arrangements, 

assurance as to non-interfere While informing 

proposal made by the Russian Minister, as reported 

stating that the present quarantine arra 


Foreign Office, duly 26, 1907, 





fed to by Russian Government. on 
nt, by which interests of other 

















ly pressing them to an 

Ambassador of the 
nur telezram No. 174, we are 
ements are, in the opinion of His Majesty's 
Femment, one of the special interests of Great Britain in the GulPand a past of the 
flatus quo, and that they trust that, as her special interests in the Gulf region have not 
tween denied by the Russian Government, the latter will instruet docton, should question 
sain come before Council, to refrain from opposing present arrangements, “AL tho 
Sune time, we stated that such improvements in the service as are indispensable. Wo 
Propose to make ourselves, 


You are at liberty to communicate above information to your Russian coll 























a 


league, 







































(24837) No, 112. 





India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received July 26.) 





‘MHE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
rotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 25th instant, relative to the proceedings of Afghans as to 
‘1 canal in Seistan, 


India Office, July 25, 1907. 










Tnelosure in No. 112. 






Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
lographic.) P. July 25, 1907. 
BISTAN. My telegram of the 21st instant. Vice-Consul now informs us that 


(nr 

































nothing more is in progress than the annual repair and cleaning of old canal, and that (24715) Sah 
Yoport previously furnished is without foundation. No communication is necessary in 
est Amin, . Sir Edward Grey to Mr, O\Beirne. 
(Repeated to Tehran.) (No. 1 





(Telog 





Foreign Office, July 20, VN, 








n Persian Gulf. 
a shonld communicate draft aiile 
at, with following modifi 


1» 














(24598) No. 18, moire prepared by Sir A. d 


ions — 





sIson ti 







Sir Kdward Grey to Mr. 0' Beirne, 










(No. 116) ‘ls “that owing to... « declaration” the words “that public 
(alone De Foreign Office, July 26, 1907. in. ill: demand fron His Majesty's Princlpal Seerotare of Sng 
SPRING-RICE'S telograms Nos. 176, 178, 181, 182, 184, 187, 191, and : Moe 











public declaration: 





t= Robat telegraph. 

Yow nood (ako no further action in matter of application made to Tndo-Buropean 

graph Department by Persian Minister of ‘Telographs for construction of line to 

\ Sliarud snd of rumoured Toan, as L formed Count Bonckendorif of it, and addod 
thot, while unwilling to credit it, His, Majesty's Government would be glad to receive 





inal paragraph: 
Words ‘as to Imper 
has special int 





1 Russian Government lave recogni 
ests in those waters” shoul bo ndded at tho end, 





fei that Great Britiin 













































' asstinnce ay to falsehood of a report whiel: would inyolye breach of understanding 
i hot to disturb status quo pending negotiations. 
i Hividence seoming insuflicient as to Ro an line, I did not mention rumour, 





view of Si 





| Mut you should now mention it to Russian Government, 
Rico's hier tole 1 that we do not believe 
You should explain that in April His Majesty’s Government. were requested by 
Porsiin Government to assist them in providing material for construction of this line, 
but that, in view of understanding as to status quo, we do not propose at. present 
to consent, though we assume that, principle having been already admitted in 
M, Isvolsky's aide-memoire of the Vith Novembor, 1906, inclosed in Sir A. Nicolson's 
despatch No, 702 of the 80th November, Russian Government will raise no objection 
to our doing so eventually. 





©. Spring: 





















{25020} No. 114, 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received July 27.) 











(No, 199.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, July 22, 1907. 
M. DE HARTWIG tnd [have arranged with Dr. Coppin that the matter of the 
‘urrigements should be dropped, 
. de Hartwig assures me that the Russian doctor’s proposal was made without 
his knowledge, and that he will prevent the recurrence of a similar incident, 

















[25034] No. 113%, 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Keceived July 27.) 


Sir, India Office, July 26, 1907. 
IN continuation of the papers inclosed in the letter from this Office of the 
16th June last regarding the Abu Musa Red Oxide Concession, I am directed by 
Mr. Secretary Morley to forward herewith, for submission to the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, copy of a letter from the Government of India reporting their 
proceedings in the matter, and stating their views as to the course which should be 


ession under which certain Arabs had 

g to a monopoly to Herr Wonckhaus has been cancelled by the 

Sheikh of Shargah, and that to ayoid misconceptions which might arise if the rights 

enjoyed by Herr Wonckhaus should be at once transferred to Messrs. Strick, that firm 

have been asked through their local agents to defer any action with regard to the Abu 
Musa mines for the present, 

As regards future arrangements, it will be seen that the Government of India think 
that the Sheikh should not be allowed to grant any monopoly, and that he should he 
advised to submit to the Political Resident the draft of any new contract into which he 
may propose to enter, 

Subject to Sir E, Grey's concurrence, Mr. Morley proposes. to Approve the action 
proposed by the Government of India, and to request them not to sanction any 
Coneession which the Sheil may propose to grant without reporting the matter home, 
with reference to any change that may have occurred in the local circumstances, and 
any representations that may have been received from Herr Wonckhaus, Mess 
Strick may at the same time be requested, us suggested by the Govemmoct of 
India, to postpone, at any rate until the end of the current year, action under any 
contract they may contemplate negotiating with the Sheikh for oxide from the Abu 
Musa mines, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 


ee 
Tnclosure 1 in No. 113*. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Seeret.) 
Sir, Sinlu, June 27, 1907. 
WE have the honour to forward a copy of correspondence on the subject of the rei 
oxide deposits at Abu Musa Island belonging to the Sheikh of Shargah, 

Tn 1898 the Sheikh granted a lease of the red oxide mines to one Haji Hassan 
bin-Ali Samaiyeh, @ resident of Lingah, his son Abdulla, anda third person Esa-bin- 
Abdul Latif. “In December 1904, on the strength of a report from the British Agent 
at Lingah to the effect that Herr Robert Wonckhaus, the representative of a Getnan 
firm in Bahrein, had contemplated visiting Abu Musa with a view. to taking up the 
export of red oxide, the Sheikh of Shargah and the concessionnaires were specifically 
warned by the Political Resident against entering into any agreement with the trader in 
{iuestion for the purpose, The Sheikh had, indeed, already received a general warning 
in 1898 from the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf not to grant trade monopolies 
Without consulting him, Nevertheless, on the Ist June, 1906, Hassan Samaiyeh, 
claiming to act for his two partners, entered into a contract with Herr Wonckiaug 
granting to the latter a monopoly of purchase of the output of the red oxide mined 
fn the island for four years, with’ preferential option to renew the contract at the end of 
that period, 

8, When reporting the circumstances connected with the execution of the ¢ ot 
Major Cox urged that, in view of the political importance of preventing the acquisition 
[1521] 2a* 

* This paper will be found at the beginning of this voluiuo after the Table of Contents, 



































928 


hy Germany of vested rights in the Gulf, an attempt should be made to extinguish the 
Concession which had been secured by Herr Wonckhaus. ‘The Government of India 
agreed vith Major Cox as to the desirability of getting the monopoly cancelled, and 
they accordingly requested him to ascertain from the Sheikh of Shargah whether Hassan 
Samaiyeh had any authority from him to enter into the contract with Herr Wonckhaus, 
and, if 80, why he had acted in this matter in contravention of the known wishes of the 
Goyernment of India, Major Cox was also instructed to remind the Sheikh thet, but 
for the action of the British Government in insisting upon the removal of the Persian 

from Abu Musa, the Sheikh would have had no authority on the island, and the 
Concession could never have been worked, Major Cox was requested, in replying, also 
to report the result of the advice which it was understood that he had already offered to 
Eso-bin-Abdul Latif, the third partner in the Concession, 

4, ‘The Political Resident, in his letter dated the 28th February, 1907, stated that, 
on ascertaining the terms of the contract which had been entered into with Hert 
Wonekhaus, both the Sheikh aud the concessionnaire Esa-bin-Abdul Latif were unwilling 
that it should stand. Ultimately the Sheikh decided, in view of Hassan Ali Samaiych's 
imauthorized action, to withtraw the Concession from the three concessionnaires, and 
intimated that he desired to make fresh provisions for the working of the red oxide 
nines under the advice of the Government of India, 

5, On the 2ist May the Political Resident telegraphed that the Sheikh had 
taken nective steps to prevent further mining operations by the concessionnaires’ me 
and that Messrs, Strick, the British lessees of the Hormuz red oxide mines, seome 
inclined to commence negotiations with a view to the purchase of Abu Musa oxi 
We considered it undesirable, however, that the rights of which Herr Wonckhaus 
had been dispossessed should simultaneously be transferred to Messrs, Strick, as such an 
‘urrangement might create a false impression, that the Sheikh's action had been inspired 
by us with a view to benefit the liritish merchant, We therefore replied to Major Cox 
that Messrs, Strick’s Bushire ayent should be asked to inform his principals that it 
‘vould be convenient if they deferred any action with regard to the Abu Musa mines for 
the present, 

6, We trust that you approve the action taken by us in the matter, and, 
venture to suggest that Messrs, Strick should be advised to postpone bringing into force 
till the end of the current year any contract that they may contemplate making with the 
Sheikh of Shargab 

We may add that the Political Resident has been instructed to be careful to 
assume no responsibility for action already taken by the Sheikh, and he has advised the 
Jatter to show hin the draft of any new contract which it may be proposed to grant in 
place of the old Concession, 






















































We have, &e, 
(Signed) MIN'LO, 
KITCHENER, 


il. BRLE RICHARDS, 
EB. N. BAKER. 
©, H. SCOTT, 
HL. ADAMSO. 
J.B PINLAY, 
J. O, MILLER. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 113°, 





Extract From the Diary of the Persian Gulf Political Residency for the week ending 
February 19, 1905, 


Busine. 





16 February 10.—The Resident recently asked the Residency Agent on the Arab 
Const to warn the Chief of Shargah and his uncle Sheikh Salem against entering into 
any agreement with M, R, Wonekhaus of the German trading firm for leasing the red 
oxide mines on Abu Musa, ‘The Agent now reports that the Sheikhs have assured him 
that they will do nothing without the Resident's knowledge, 
























926 
{nclosure 3 in No, 113% 


Extract from the Diary uf the Persian Gulf Political Residency for the week ening 
August 5, 1906. 


Lixcan, 


897. Captain Wehr, the German who yas said to be an officer in the German Navy 
(vide paragraph 789), arrived in Lingah on the 28rd July from Bushire, He hired a bos. 
on the 24th and left for Bin Musa Island accompanied by Mr. Brown, of the firm of 
Messrs. Wonckhaus and Co. It is reported that on his return he awvill visit. Bunder 
Abbas, Hormuz, Larak, Kishm, Henjam, Bushire, Bussorah, and Bagdad, 


(Bushire note—Captain Webr arrived at Bushire on the 80th July and intends going 
‘on to Bussorah 








——————— 





Inclosure 4 in No, 118%, 


Extract from the Diary of the Persian Gulf Political Residency for the week ending 
August 12, 1906, 


Busure, 


(30. According to a report furnished to the Residency Agent, Lingah, by the 
tee ehtoke, thew earried them, Captain Wehr and Mr. Brown’ (paragraph 897) 
Hated Debai: Shargah and Ajman on the ‘rucial Const, and, on their return journey, 
Abu Musa Island. At all these places they are said to have taken rough soundings, and 
at Abu Musa they landed and inspected the island and red oxide deposits. they 
retured to Lingah from Abu Musa on the 28th and Captain Wehr caught the mail fer 
Bushire the same day. | While at Bushire he stayed with the German Consul 
De. Listemann, and left for Bussorah by: mail on the 8th instant, He proves to be a 
Commander in the employ of the Hamburg-Ameriean Line, and according to information 
from German sourees, has been sent on in advance to examine the various ancliornge 
pider to be able to advise the commaniier of the “Canadia ” on matters of navigation on 
her entering the Gulf. ‘Phe vessel in question is said to bo a craft of the pattern of the 
Strick liners, She is belieyed to have left Hamburs on the Lh July and is expected in 
the Gulf during the last week of August, 

40. The Resident has received information since his return from India. that 
Herr Wonekhaus has subleased from the inhabitant of Lingah, who farms. it from 
the Stieikh of Shargab, the concession for the quarrying and export of red oxide from 
Abu Musa, 


N 

















oo 





Tnelosure 5 in No. 118°, 
Government of India to Major Cor. 


(eles hic.) Simla, September 2, 1906, 


R diary of the 12th August. Please report early whether information in 
Paragraph 940 is well founded. If s0, who was the Lingah lessee and how has lease been 
(ansferred despite the warning conveyed by you last year and reported in diary of the 
19th February, 1905, paragraph 16? 





a 


Inclosure 6 in No, 113%, 


Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Confidential.) , Bushire, Octaber 28, 1906, 

;AST am on the point of leaving bead-quariers, I have the honour to send a further 
ad interim reply to the inquiry made in Foreign Department telegram, dated the 
25th September, on the subject of the agreement effected between Herr Wonckbaus and 
the concessionnaires of the red oxide deposits at Abu Musa Island, belonging to the 
Sheikh of Shargah. 


























2. Thave ascertained from the Reside 
of Shargab nor his son Wsa-bin-Abdul Lat 
nal Concession from the Iate Sheikh Salim-bin- 
ith Herr Wonekhaus by 


ney Agent at Shargah that neither the Sheikh 
if, who was onetof the three parties participating 
Sultan, had any knowledge of 
the Lingah partner, Hassan 
hand the Lingah Agents to 
ave not yet received one from 
learn from another source that Hassan Samaiyeh refuses 
grounds that he was strictly enjoined by the German to show it to no 
bin-Abdul Latif, has not been a party 

and as Sheikh Sagar and the said 

were warned not to enter into relations with 
that any document has been passed for the 
@ other hand, the apparently persistent refusal 
wument necessarily arouses suspicion, and from 
here it would appearthat he has at any rate bound 
term of four years in such a way that 


the agreement entered into wi 
Samaiyeh. Ihave accordingly instructed both the Shargal 
endeavour to obtain a copy of the document drawn, but Uh: 
cither quarter, and meanwhile 
to produce it on the 
one, As one of the original concessionnaires, sal 
to any sub-lease of the Concession as a whole, 

naires, at my direction last year, 
any foreign subject, it 
transfer of the Concession bodily ; on thi 
of Hassan Samiyeh to produce the doet 
What he has written to. his friends 
himself to Herr Wonekhaus for a 
any of the output to other parties. 

%, Such action, 





, if my information proves to be true, could, I should think, 
violation of the conditions on which the Cone 
Warrant its withdraval, but the Govei 
on on this point when the 
Thad hoped to be i 

lust minute no reply lias been re 
ing. difliculty in prevailing 
T should mention in ¢ 
His father was horn 
papers in Bombay, where he 
the Residency that on the 
nig their claims against 








iven and would 

rnmient of India will be better able to arrive at a 
complete facts are before them. 

anit a full Report before leaving, 

ah Agent, who is no doubt 

upon Hassan Samaiyeh to show him the document, 

yeh can be treated as a Br 

Bahrein and afterwards obtained British naturalisat 

resided for some years; and it appears from th 

above grounds Hassan and his son have been in the habit 

ies or subjects through the British 











a position to s ; but up to the 








sion that Hassan Sami 





Persian author 





———— 
Inclosure 7 in No, 1138, 


Major Cow to Goverument of Indin. 








Bushire, Novenber 29, 1006. 
28th October, 1906, I now have the honour 
ject of Herr Wonekhaus’ acqui 





ntinuation of my letter dated th 
fo submit the report called for on the su 
in regard fo the red o: 

2 Tn order to pla 
Urietly: the early histor 








ernment, it is necessary to give 








argah, Saxar-bin-Khalid, supplanted his unele 
izing that he had no 





Sultan, as ruling: Sh 
ing, aecepted the i 

loss Iriendly relations 
In the summer of 1898 Shei 
Uncle above-mentioned in 








, and has sinee become a pen 








ikh Sagar vent on a pile 
harge of his administration at 8! 
14 in this. capacity, granted a lease of the red oxide m 
tliree persons, as tolloyis:— 

(1) Haji Hassin-binea 

hay and Persian Steam N 
origin a Balveini, and hing 
hy of natural 











nes on Abu Musa Island to 


ssident in Lingab, and agent for the 

‘This individual is hy: 
ritish protection on the 
jovernment of 





‘avigition Company at that port. 
n the past claimed snd received Bi 
zation certificate yranted toh 
A separate Memorandum 
la-bin-Haji Hassan, s0 
iieAbdul Latif, son of the Resideney Agent, S| 


A translation of 








father by the 
egarding his nationality 











he document 3 
sion to whieh Coli 
Administration Report for 1898 
time is stipulated for on one side 
Sagar’s attention bad been drawn to. th 
the agreement must be lield to have bee 


niting the original Concession accompanies. 
ed on p. 10 of the Persian 





el Meade rete 











It would have bee 
on his return from the Haj, but, such as it i 
Shicikh Sagar’s subsequent a 








92) 











5, In December 1904, on the strength of a report from our Agent at Lingab, to 
the effect that Herr Wonekhaus contemplated visiting Abu Musa with a view to taking 
up the export of red oxide, instructions were immediately iseued to the Residency Agent 
at Shargah ; and it will be seen from his two letters, of which translations are inclosed, 
that both the Sheikh of Shargah and the coneessionnaires received specific warning against 
entering into any ill-considered compact with the German firm, The next information 
which I received on the subject reached me by accident on my return from India in 
August last, and it was the entry in the diary of this Residency for the 12th Angust 

inated the present correspondence. ‘The foregoing details bring the ease up 
to the present time, 

4. Referring now to my ad interim report of the 28th October, 1906, I have the 
honour to report that after much fencing on the part of Hassan Samaiyeh, I have at 
length received a certified copy of the agreement between him and Herr Wonekhaus, 
and append a duplicate of it, Tt will be seen that it has been executed by Haji Hassan 
Samaiyeh, claiming to act for his two partners, and gives to Her Wonek haus a specific 
monopoly of the output for four years, with preferential option to renew at the end of 
that period. ‘The Lingah Agent, in forwarding it, states that Haji Hassan asserts that 
“he lias purchased the Chief of Shargah’s share and holds a writing to that effvet 
from the Chief.” I am at a loss to know what that meaus, but am taking steps to 
ascertain, 

Tn any case the concessionnaires have behaved in a hole-and-corner and obstructive 
way and deserve no consideration from us, and it remains for Government to consider 
whether steps should not be taken to upset the arrangement, It is probable. that 
Messrs, Strick and Co would be quite ready to take up the trade on terms equally. advan. 
tageous, for the Government of India will note from the papers forwarded to me unde 
Foreign Department indorsement dated the 22nd November, 1905, that they ato paying 
to the Moin-ut-Tajjar for the Wormuz, product more than double the rate obtained by 
Haji Hassan from Herr Wonckhaus, In fact, 1 understand that Messrs, Striek were on 
the point of making the Shargah concessionnaires an offer when they were forestalled hy 
the German firm, 

5, ‘The following arguments suggest themsel 
possible withdrawal of the Concession :-— 


















































es to me in connection with the 


(«.) Hassan Samaiyeh, if taxed with disrogard of Sheikh Sagar's interests or instruc. 
tions, or of the wishes of the Residency, would no doubt argue that nothing hat been 
Vermanently alienated, his Agreement with Herr Wonckhaus merely providing for a sile 
of prospective produce, 

(b,) The Agreement (ride opening lines) purports to he exeeuted between Herr 
Wonekhaus and Mr, Hassan-bin-Semey,” as owner and holder of the Bu Musa Conees. 
sion,” and him only. At the end it is signed solely by the said Hassan, but he adds the 
Nords “wa shiirqahi” (and his partners”) after his signature, 1 is understood that 
Hassan has always been the working partner, but it is doubtful whether he eartios 
‘any slocument authorizing him to enter into written and unlimited contracts without 
consulting the other parties, His son Abdulla would, of course, express cognizance and 
Approval of his father's action, but the third sharer, Hsa-bin- bdul Latif, was apparently 
not consulted, and would, no doubt, record his dissent if advised to do so. 

(c.) In view of advice given to the Truciil Sheikhs in time past by the Residency, 
warning them against the grant of monopolies without reference to Bushire, the fast 
that an unlimited monopoly. his been granted would afford the Sheikh of Sharyah 
reasonable grounds for cancelling the Concession. 

(@) But it would seem to be unnecessary for the Sheikh, should he agece to cancel 
14 to introduce any reference to instructions or advice received from the Resident, for, 
seeing that Ue original Concession provided no time limit on either side, there seems to 
be nothing to prevent Sheikh Sagar from withdrawing it at will, on any reasonable 
Grounds, and these certainly exist in the fact that the commercial value of the. red 
oxide has lately increased to wn extent whieh makes the rent paid by tie concession: 
Raites (260 dollars per annum) ridiculously small, Sheikh: Sagar’s object in. resuming 
fontrol of the red oxide export would be with a view to working. it directly for his own 
b in association with Messrs, F.C, Strick and Co, or some other British firm as his 
managin; 

































































6. In short, there would seem to be no practical difficulty in bringing about the 
Sxtinetion of the Concession ; it would appear to be merely a question of political 
Aeasibility which Government are in the best position to appraise, 
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Tt may be that the potential value of the red oxide deposit, which is difficult to 
gauge, is not of very great magnitude, but the political importance at the present 
juncture of preventing the acquisition by Germany of yested interests in the Gulf can. 


hardly be questioned, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 118°, 


Memorandum regarding Antecedents and Nationality of Hassan-bin- 
Lingah. 


ACCORDING to a Report from the Residency Agent at Lingab, who is well 
acquainted with the history of the family, Ali-bin-Hamad-bin-Samaiyeh’ was a native 
of Bahrein and emigrated to Lingah s urs ago, during the Arab occupation, 
accompanied by his two sons Hassan and Hamad, together with many other Bahrein 

‘The futher and sons worked for many years as Nakhodas on board sailing-vessels to 
Indian and other ports, and for thirty years were treated like other emigrants by the 
Governors of Lingah, that is, as subjects of the local Sheikli, 

‘The father Ali'died in Lingah, and Hassan afterwards obtained a certifi 
British naturalization from the Government of Bombay. In virtue of that cor 
has been considered as under Hritish protection hy the Persian authorities, a 
given the protection of the Agency, 

His brother Hamad, however, is considered a Persian subject, and is only protected 
by the British Agency in matters in whieh Hassan and hie are jointly 

At the boginning of March 1899, when the Derya Begi retook Lingah after some 
fighting with the Arab Sheikh, Mahome halifth, a uumber of claims resulted 


from British subjects, among which was one from Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh, who, in his 
petition, wrote, * hank God, 1 am ander the protection of the British Government, and 
she will not allow her subjects to be oppressed.” His title to protection was. in both 
cases tacitly accepted by the local authority and action taken in pursuance of that title, 

A claim in his name is included among a number of others, preferred by. British 


subjects after the recapture of Lingah, in the list of eases submitted to Mis Majesty's 
Logation in August 1905, as outstanding yzaint the Persian Government, 
(Signed) P. 4, COX, Major, 
Political Resident in the Persian Gulf. 
Bushive, November 


Inclosure 9 in No, 1134, 


Agreement respecting Red Oxide Deposits at Abu Musa, signed April W, 1898, 


(rank 

BE it known (0 all who may sce this that 1, Salem-bin-Sultan-bin-Sugger-el-Kasemi, 
Not on leasevall the red oxide mines situated on the Bu Musa Island to Haji Hassancbine 
Ali Samaiyeh, \bdulla-hin-Hasan, and Vsasbin-\bdul Latif, from the present date for 
such a period ns they may wish to hold the mines provided’ that they should pay me 
260 Hrench doll have likewise aringed with them that if they wished 
to lawl r oysters in the island for commercial purposes, they 
should pay me landing feo at the rate of 100 dollars per annini. [have also given 
them permission to dig wells to supply water to their mien who are workiny on the 
rod oxide mines, and I will pay consilerations and respects to their men who are working 
on the mines, 

U have perhaps made out certain agreements previous to this. ‘They do uot hold 
good, and this ngreement is to be acted upon. 

Written in duplieate on the 18th Zilkedah 1315 (LOth April, 1808). 

(Signed) SALEM-BLY-SUL 


Sheikh Satem-bin-Sultan confirmed the contents of this document, 
Witnesses : 
(Signed) Atixp-tiy-Aupui, Rairas. 
Yusur-nin-Anpuua. 
About. Larte-us-Aunvt, Ranway. 
Ainned-BIN-SuLay. 
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Tnelosure 10 in No. 113%. 


Residency Agent, Shargah, to Major Cox, 
Fanuary WG, 1905, 

IN reply to your letter dated the 3rd December, 1904, I beg to inform you that, ns 
directed by you, [ informed the Chief of Shargah and his uncle Sheikh Salem-bin-Sultan 
that they should not enter into any agreement or arrangement with Robert Woneklaus, 
the German merchant, before consulting the Resident, and that they have assured ‘me 
that they would not engage in the matter without the knowledge of the Resident, 

News reached me that the said Robert Wonckhaus visited Bu Musa Island, inspected 
the red oxide mines, &c., and loft the island, ‘The arrivals from Bu Musa report that Robert 
Wonckhaus had promised! to return to the island in a few days, 


Tnelosure 11 in No, 1138, 


Residency Agent, Shargah, to Major Com. 
January 18, 1905, 

IN answer to your letter dated the 31st December, 1904, inclosing copy of a letter 
from the Residency Agent, Lingah, on the subject of the red oxide mines, &e,, in Bu 
Musa Island, I beg to state that Sheikh Salem-bin-Sultan, Haji Hassan Samaiyeh, and 
their partners still continue their agreement which I had reported to you in my letter 
dated the 27th March, 1902, and Thave not yet lieard if any communications have been 
made between M, Wonekhausand Sheikh Sagar and his uncle Sheikh Salem-bin-Sultan, 
whether direct or indirect, 

1 interviewed Haji Massan-bin-Samaiyeh and informed him of M. Robert 

ckhaus’ intentions as regards the red oxide mines. at Bu Musa, and my son, Isa, 
being one of his partners in those mines, T impressed on Haji Hassan not to enter into 
partnership with the said Robert Wonckhans or any foreign merchants, Haji Hassan 
agreed to what I told him, 


Ielosure 12 in No. 113°, 


Contract between Mr. H.C. Semey, Lingah, Owner and Holder of Bu Musa Concession, 
and M. Re Wonckhaus, Lingah, 


HASSAN ©, SEMEY agrees to deliver to M, Robert Wonckhaus, Lingah, during 
four years beginning with the Ist June, 1906, every year 2,000 to 5,000 ‘tons of 
20 ewts. oxide of iron of the Island Bu Must, same quality as the 700 tons shipped by 
M. Robert Wonekhaus in March 1906. M. Robert Wonekhaus agrees tw take at least 
every year 2,000 tons, and if he wants so, and there is sullicient good stuff on the island 
of which he approves, up to 5,000 tons year) 

‘The price is fixed at 15s. 6d. per ton of 20 ents., usual weight conditions, freight 
and charge tree on board steamer iu Musa” to be weighed on board, ;: 

Hassan C. Semey gives the entire monopoly of Bu Musa oxide to lobert 
Wonckhaus during the terms of the contract ; he is 1iot allowed to soll or disy ose of. 
otherwise any quantity of Bu Musa during the term of this eontract, but it isagreed upon 
thot Hassan is permitted to export to India for his account during this year what he 
thos sold already to India, and which he gives as 700 tons, and besides that every year 
from 1907 about 5,000 to 6,000 bags of 1 ent. (4,000 to 5,000 [sic]. 

Hassan Semey has to deliver daily alongside it’ in’ bags, 200 tous, or in bulk, 
150 tons, weather permitting. Payment of every lot which is to be shipped, half the 
mount when the lot is ordered, and the other half when the lot is being shipped, 

Advance to be paid by M. Robert Wouckhaus to Hassan, 2,000 rupees whenever 
Hassan calls for it, and receipt to be taken for it. ‘This advance to remain with Hassan 
vntil the end of this contract. 
sor « \ henever this contract comes to an end, M. Robert Wonckhaus has the preference 
for a new contract of Bu Musa contract if he desires so, at same price and conditions, or 








on 


‘at any rate at the price of other serious buyer. Alone, the English text of this contract 
nill hold good. 
(Signed) ROBERT WONCKHAUS. 
W. E, KIRKPATRICK, 


(Seal.) 
(Signed) HASSAN-BIN-ALI SAMAIYEH 
(and his partners). 


Copied by Sheikh Moosiin, Sub-Postmaster, Lingah, 
(Signed) Sheikh’ Hoosaty, 
‘Sub-Postmaster, 
Linyah, June 1, 1906. 


Note—The Residency Agent, Lingah, states that the document was in the hand- 
writing of M. Carsten, the Representative of Herr Wonckhaus, at Lingah, whose 
Knowledge of English is crude, 


ee 
Inclosure 13 in No. 113%, 
Government of India to Major Cov, 


(Motegi ) Cateutta, December 14, 1906, 
PLEASH refer to your letter dated the 29th November regarding Abu Musa 
Concession, Please furnish Arabic text of Agreement of 1898, if available. 


—$—<—_—_—_____ 
Tuelosure 14 in No. 113%. 
Mujor Cor to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Bushire, December 16, 1906, 
THAVE the honour to refer to paragraph 3 of my letter, dated the 20th November, 
1006, on the subject of the Abn Musa Concession, in which I mentioned that T was 
taking hen he said that he hud 
Thave since received further news 


was granted by Salin-bi 
ice. On the latter's retu 
, atid was admitted 
interest in it to one 
ually bought out by Hassan Samaiy 
of the three documents setting forth the (ransfers are ap} 
3. Lalso forvard a copy of nal Concession of 1898, as desired in Foreign 
Department telegram dated th ant, In submitting it T have to request that 
in,the translation whieh 1 furnis h my letter of the 20th ultimo, the word 
{.imensem ” may: be altered! to “annum.” ‘The latter word is correctly given in the 
translation of 1808 on ny record, aud that faet rust account for my not having noticed 
the clerical error when dispatching my letter just quoted, 

4, ‘The conduct of the Residency Agent at Shargah in conneetion with this Cone 
cession does not appear to me blameless from the first; and although he heard of the 
deal with Herr Wonekhaus from Hassan Samaiyeh himsclf in June last, he made no 
Feport of it to me; I shall, however, address Goveroment later in this ‘conneetion, it 
circumstances call for it, 


921 
Tnclosure 15 in No, 118°, 


Translations of three Documents relating to the Concession respecting Red Oxide Mines 
at Abu Musa, . 


1 


‘THY, object of writing this documentary Agreement is that we, the persons 
mentioned in this Agreement, have admitted Sheikh Suggar-bin-Khaled as a pariner in 
the Coneession of the lease of red oxide mines at Abu Musa Island, which we have 
Teased from Sheikh Salem-bin-Sultan at 250 dollars per annum, plus’ 100 dollars on 
account of ground-rent for landing Muhar and Zenni oysters, should ve land any at 
Abu Musa Island for trade purposes, And similarly Sheikh Suggar has agreed to assist 
us and to endeavour with us, as far as possible, to avoid any delay in the work connected 
with the red oxide mines in the said island, "And whatever the expenses in regard to 
the red oxide mine may come to it shall be borne by all the partners, and the net income 
shall be distributed amongst all, 

‘This Agreement has been concluded on the above conditions, with the consent of 
all, so that: it may not be hidden, and Sheikh Suggar has the option to withdraw from 
the said Red Oxide Company if he so desire, 

(Signed and sealed) — 
ISA-BIN-ABDUL LATIP. 
ABDULLAH-BIN-HASSAN SAMAIYEH, 
HASSAN-BIN-ALL-BIN. 
Witness: 
(Signed and seated) — 
Anput Lari-uis-Avpon Raustas 


1 Rabi 1, 1316 (August 20, 1898). 


Let him, who reads this document know that with reference to this Red Oxide 
Company which T joined, Chave, by virtne of this document, transferred my sharo to 
Yusuf-bin-Abdullah, and it is vested in him, and he hag the disposal of it. 

Thave no further concer in the result, wheter it be profit or loss; whichever it he, 
itis for him, 

Tundertake to assist him to the best of my power should he experience difficulty, 

Let it be known accordingly. 

AR-BIN-KHALED, 


7 Ramzan, 1316 (January 20, 1899). 


1. 


Yes, 1, Yusuf-bi have sold to Haji HasstusbineAli Samajyeh, outright 
and completely the red oxide mine mentioned in this paper, whieh I have 
acquired from Sheikh Suggar-bin-Khaled, ‘The aforesaid share is now transferred to 
Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh, and there is left for me no claim or right therein, And 
Thave reeeived the sum of 400 dollars from Haji Hassan on account Of ths value of the 
shari 

it not be hidden, 
(Signed and seate 
YUSUB-BIN-ABDULLAIL, 
Witness : 
ned and sealed) — 
Aspur Latie-biy-AppuL Kansan. 


‘rue copy according to the original 
(Signed) Hassay-niN-Abt Samaiyen. 
Bave-ny-Maniowen Asis 


15 Shaban, 1818 (December 7, 1900). 
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Tnelosure 16 in No. 113". 


Government of India to Major Cox. 
(Confidential,) Fort William, February V1, 1907. 
TAM Girected to address you with reference to the correspondence ending with 
Your letter dated the 16th December, 1906, regarding the acquisition by Hert 
Wonekhaus of rights in regard to the red oxide deposits at Abu Musa, f 
2, You consider that, as it is politically important to prevent the acquisition by 
Germany of vested interests in the Gulf, an attempt. shoul! be made to extinguish the 
Goncession which has heen granted to Herr Wonckhaus by Haji Hassan Samaiyels 
Hotpoint out that, in view of the adviee given to the racial Shoikhs in time past by 
the Residency, warning them against the grant of monopolies without. reference cy 
Tashiro, the fact that an unlimited monopoly has been granted would afford the Sheikh, 
Feagonable grotnds for cancelling the Concession. You also suggest that, if the Sheikh 
grees to cancel the Concession, it would he unnecessary for him to ‘introduce ane 
reference to the instructions or advice received from tle Residency, since, as. 
friginal Concession, provided no time limit on cither side, there is nothing to prevent 
the Sheikh from withdraw ‘f 
that, as Abu Musi 
ian Gulf, and as the 
island, it would he advisable, if possibile, to 


© monopoly obtained by Herr \\ ts, 

hey consider that the Concession should not have been granted, nate eet 
advice which wax given to the Trucial Chiefs in 1898 om the subject of the ant ot 
monopolies and to the special warning: which was conveyed to the Sheikh and ite nucle 
in Rebruary 1905, 0 the elfect that no agreement should be made with Herr Wonekhars 
with regaril to the rel oxide mines on Abu Musa, 

Tam accordingly to request: that you will sseertain from the Sheikh of Sha 
whether Hassan Samiaiyeh tad any authority from him to enter into thee 
Herr Wonekhnus, ai, if so, why h this matter in contravention of the 
Wishes of the Government of India, ‘Whe Sheikh should he reminded in this enone 
of the fact that, but for the netion of the British Government at Abu Musa in requiving 
the Persians to Haul down. theit flay, the Concession. could never have been worker 
the Sheikh would have tid no authority on the island, ‘The Govemment of Tnlty 
would be gla! o know the result of this reference to the Sheikh aiul also of the ad 
which itis understood you have offered to. sacbin-Alnlal Latif in rexarl to his chee 
in the original ¢ Should the Sheikh show no disposition to annul the 
Concession, and should tle attempt to obtain the cancellation of the agresimane nici 
Hore Wonckhaus through Bst-bin-Abiul Latif pruve abortive, the positicn will neodd te 
te be furthcr eoiwidered aul the Government of India will be gla to receive yore 
aca ato ation te taken in that event. ‘Hut itis lupe that means may be 
found through one or other of the channels suggested to render. the agrecment oj 
Herr Wonekhaus inoporat eT SEC 

# tn the meantine it is particularly desirable that no buildings o : 
should he constructed at Abi Mash without the vonsent of the Goma oF ie 


Tnelosure 17 in No. 118%, 
Major Cox to Government of Iudin, 


(Confidential, Bushive, February 28, 1907. 
sad HAVE. the honour to reply to Roreign Department, letter Wied the i 
February, 1907, on the subject of the Abu Musa Red Oeile Cot The eo 
uunicition renehed Bushire after my depneture an tour, but the prompines ate 
sesintants in telegeaphing the purport of it to me vid Hexjam enabled weete tect yey 
it when visiting the Trucial coast on other busiaces eae 
. 1 submit copies of the correspondence, from whicl 


h it will be seen 

SRE the terms of the contract neither the partner Esthin-Abdid Lait noe 
PoE StgecbineKUolid OF Shargah are willing that the agrement, wih ee 
Pronehhians should stau, and that the Sheikh has furthermore, su view of Hear oi 
Stminiyel’s unauthorized: aetion, decided, for reasons of prudence, to willie the 
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Coneession from the three concessionnaires, and desires to make fresh provision fur 
the working of the red oxide mines under the advice of the Government of India, I 
beg to he favoured with the views or wishes of Government on this subject at an 
early date. 

75, Tt is probable that. Mears. FG. Steek and Co, would be glad to obtain 
facilities for exporting the red oxide of Abu Musa and their acquisition of a footing 
there would no doubi strengthen their hands in dealing with the Moin-etTujjar in 
connection with the Hormuz mines. ‘They would presumably wish, under ordinary 
circumstances, to negotiate through their agents at Bushire, Messrs, Malcolm and Co, 
but the form and conditions to be adopted in any agreement entered into hy tlem of 
any other British firm and the lines on which we are to proceed are questions of 
manifest importanee in the present case, having regard to the possible contingency of 
the German Foreizn Office interesting themselves in Hert Wonekhaus’ venture ; and 
for this reason, and in view of the committal of his interests to us on the part of Sheikh 
Sagar, it is clearly advisable that we should take steps to make sure that any arrange. 
ment now brought about will effectively safeguard for the future the interests both of 
the Sheikh of Shargah and of British trade, How this end can best be achieved is w 
question for the consideration of Government. 

he letter (Inclosure 2) from the Sheikh of Shargah to Hassan-bin-Ali 

Samaiyeh was given by the former to Esa-bin-Abdul Latif for delivery to him, and has 

been sent by Esa with a private note to his friend, the Residency Agent at’ Lingah, 
ing him to deliver it to Hassan Ali and take his receipt for it, 

T shall receive in duc course a separate Report of the fuct of its reaching its 
destination, and have the honour to request the advice of the Government of India ax to 
whether, in view of Sheikh Sagar's intimation to me in his letter of 9th Moharram 
2lst Febroary) shoul then take any official steps, through the Residency Agent at 

ingab, to let Haji Hassan know that the Sheikh has apprised me of his decision, or to 
assure myself that he takes action on it, 

For the present, until {receive further instructions, I stall let matters rest where 
they are, 

5. Te will bo noted that the Sheikh of Shargal in his letter to Hassan Samaiyeh 
informs him of the annulment of the contract from date of reecipt of his communien- 
tion, but it may of course be taken for granted that, practically speaking, there will be 
nothing to prevent Haji Hassan from disposing of what red oxide he may have on hand 
or from letting M, Wonekhaus ship it, until Government have had an’ opportunity of 
intimating their views on this point or until a new eoncessionnaire appeats on the scene, 
‘There need be no question, therefore, of immediate hardship or of the parties being unablo 
to avail themselves of red oxide already mined or paid for. 


Tnelosure 18 in No, 118*, 
Esa-hin-Abdul Latif to Sheikh Sagar-bin-Khalid, 


(After compliments.) 8 Moharrun, 1825 (February 20, 1907), 

I HAVE to communicate with your honour with reference to the lease which [ antl 
two pariners acquired from the Goverument of Shargah relating to the extraction of 
red oxide from your Island of Abn Musa, As your Honour is aware, the document of 
Tease was drawn up in the names of three persons, namely, your humble servant Bsa-bine 
Abdul Latif, Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh, and Abdulla-bin-Hassan Samaiyeh, 

T have come to know that on the 1st June, 1906 (Sth Rabi-tlPhani, 1324), the 
said Haji Hassan entered into a contract with a European merchant named Wonekliaus, 
without consulting me, and that according (o the terins of the document he bound 
himself and his partners in giving an absolute monopoly for the extraction of the red 
oxide for a period of four years. And the said Haji Hassan executed this agreement 
and bound himself without consulting me previous to the drawing of the decd of 
contract. The details of the said deed have only now reached me, and I do not agree 
to the terms of this contract. Accordingly I forward to your Honour a copy of the 
deed of contract for you to examine; kindly look into it, 1 beg from your Honour 
assistance in taking the necessary steps for the cancellation and annulment of this 
contract, for [am altogether unwilling to agree to this lease. Previous to this { have 
written to Haji Hassan Samaiyeh expressing my disagreement to this contract, but he 
has sent me no answer. 


{asa eS 
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‘lly, T am obliged to call your attention to the deed of eontract, the beginning 
of which is as follow 


aieouttaet_ between Haji Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh of Lingah, ower and holder of 
the Abu Musa Concession, and M, Robert Wonekhans of Lingah,” 


Now Haji Hassan Samaiyeh has no deed of authority from me giving him any 
General power in regard to action which he might take respecting the Tease, &e.y hey 
at has Haji Uassan the tight thus to mention himself only without. consulting or 
referring to his partners, of hom 1am one? Tam in consequence obliged to mrkeng 
complaint on the subject to your Honour, and it is for your Honour to issue orders 


_—<—<—<——— ee 
Tnclosure 19 in No. 1 


Sheikh Sagar-bineKhalid to Haji Hasean-bin- Ali Samuiyeh. 

(‘Uranslation,) 
(After compliments.) 9 Mokarrum, 1325 (February 21, 1907), 

THAVE to inform you that Bsu-bin-Abilul Latit la preferred a complaint te ime 
in connection with the redoxide mines on Abu Musi, which for some year Inve, bone 
leased. in the names of yourself ant Rsa-bin-Abdul Latif and. your son Abdulla, 
Hegording to the deed exceuted on the 18th Zilkaideh, 1315 (21st April, 1899) He 
bas gent mo a copy of the deed of contract in operation between you and Mi Worechages 
nd complains that you exceuted this contruct without consulting him, and that he ecg 
Teste to the conditions written in the contract iow that he has eome to know thers 
F tvo, do not agree to this continet at all, and, as for you, you Ind no right to sive a 
conttael in this fashion and bind yoursell to give away possession of the wlule at the 
output of red oxide mines to otliers for a long p d witlout consulting us or 
making the slightest reference to ws, And necording to our view, harm will exergy oy 
fom the eoutinuance of this Concession in your hands iv eonineetion with Abu Mose, 


and your gonduet in the present ease is a violation of yer duty towards we, 
Accordingly it nppears to us aulvisable to withdraw the document of Conecssion 
fran! you, and we now inform you accordingly by this letter, 0 that you mney velgn 
Ghat the gontract between us has terminated, You have’ no longer any 
enjoyment® in regard to the mines of Abu Musa, 
(Seal of Sheikh Sagar-bin-Khalid.) 


————— 
Thelosure 20 in No. 118%, 


Sheikh Sagur-bin- Khalid to Major Cox. 
(Translation) 
(After compliments.) 9 Moharrum, 1325 (February 21, 1907). 
TAM obligel! to address your Honour in the following connection ta. 


On the 18th of the month of Zitkaideh, 1315 (the Wth April, 1805), a contract 
We Reltded between us and three persons, namely, Hassan-bin-Ali Samaiyeh, seal 
Abilullah-bin-Hassan, and Esa-bin-Abdul Latif, for the lease of the red oxide rwines te 
vr Island of Abu Musa, and the basis of the contract was a yearly one, ‘They were to 
Pay tis. sum of 250 dollars annually. 

Np. to now we have not experienced anything prejudicial from them, and have been 
aking from them every year the amount of the rent, and the parties mentioned have 
themselves heen dealing: With the work, 

Bit as it a} 
be harmful to us, 
which has. te 


decided upon the 
and it annulment, 


‘wsnrruf” = uss, possession, enjoyment, vecuipaney, or vontrol—P Z, Cox, 
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And whereas Haji Hassan Samaiyeh is a subject of the British Government, we 
forvard to your Honour a eopy uf the letter which we have written to the said Haji 
Hassan for your information, 

In conclusion we beg you to consult the Imperial Government, and request their 
Views as to the best means of assuring to us in future the full benefits from the-red oxide 
mines within our territory. (We will act) aceording to your view, 


_—<———————— 


Tnclosure 21 in No, 118%. 


Major Cox to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Bushire, March 21, 1907. 
PLEASE refer to my despatch dated 28th ultimo, i 
Lingsh concessionnaire, writing as British subject, has sent me copy of the Sheikh 

of Shargah's letter, and asks my intervention in his belialf. Nae 
fresidency Agent reposts that in doing this Hassan has acted on the advige of 

Mr. Brown, agent of German firm at Lingah. I propose to reply, subject to the views 

of Government, that I have also received representations from the Sheikh of Shargah, 

and am referring the matter to Government. 
It is stated on good authority that a German steamer which is expected from 

Bussoral in a few days intends visiting Abu Musa and taking in eargo. 


——— ee 
Tnelosure 22 in No, 118%. 


Government of India to Major Cor, 

(Volegraphic.) Simla, April 8, 1907, 

Anb Musa 

Please sce your telegram dated 21st March, 

Your proceedings are approved by Government of India, Hassan Saminiyeh may 
‘ve informed as proposed, and you may add that the ease does not appear to be ono iy 
hich you are called on to° intervene, Quist, of arranging new contract with 
Messrs. Strick or others docs not press, and it will be desirable in tny case that the new 
sontract should not come into force until the end of this year, ‘This will allow of 
Wonckhaus fulfilling any subsidiary contracts thnt he may have made for supply of red 
oxide. It might perhaps be better for the Sheikh not to rant a monopoly of purehase 
to any one, the owners merely extracting the ore and selling to shippers, You should 
be careful to assume no responsibility for action already taken by the Sheikli, but he 
should be advised to show you draft of any new contract which lhe inny propose 


to grant, 
_ 


Inclosure 23 in No, 1189, 


Mr. Bill to Government of India, 
(Telegraphic.) Bushire, May 21, 1907. 
TP HAVE to repore— 


1. Sheikh of Shargah has sent men to Abu Musa Island to stop further minine 
‘operations by concessionnaires’ men, 

Though this wetion is a natural corollary of resumption of Concession, it may 
precipitate developments, 

2, Messrs. Strick have, resuming. their former intentions, instructed their Bushire 
axent to forward sample of this oxide, and in Inter telegram have inquired whether he 

narra purchase of trial shipment of 400 tons, if necessary, 
pending further hint from Itis Majesty's Government, it might be well 

if Messrs. Strick, London, were asked to postpone negotiations, 
Craauest that if possible telographie instructions may be sent to me by night of 
¥ith, if Goxerument of India desire me to take any special line in regard to 2 or not, 
hove reported, 


———— 
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Tnclosure 24 in No, 113°. 


Goverment of India to Major Coz, 
(Tolographic. Simla, May 24, 1907. 

“ECRASE aee your telogram dated 21st instant regarding Abu Musa, 

‘Messrs, Strick’s Bushire agent may be asked to inform his prineipals that it would be 
convenient if they deferred any action with regard to the Abu Musa oxide mines for the 
present, India Office will doubiless communicate with Mess, Strick, as ne are 
‘addressing them on the subject, 
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(25017) No. 115. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey —(Received July 27.) 
(No. 200.) 
(Telegraphic:) P. Gulatek, July 27, 1907. 

GERMAN banker, Herr Gutmann, asserts, as Tam informed by French and 
Russian Ministers, that at every step I opposed German Bank Concession, 

‘This statement is absolutely false, 

All T did was to reserve our rights, keeping German Minister informed of each 
step I took. Most friendly assuranees as to objects of German Bank Concession have 
been given to Russian Government by German Ambassador in St. Petersburgh, 

Tam sending full report by messonger. 





(26019) No. 116. 


1) Sit C: Spring-Rice to Sir Kitward Grey.— (Received July 27.) 
1.) 
legraphie.) P, Gulahek, July 27, 1907. 
PERSIAN telegraphs, 
e seen M, de Hartwig, 


ral arrangement 
Seistan extension 
believe it possible for the Russian Bank 





No. 117. 
Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 


2) P, 
COMMUNTOAT: 





(25380) No. 118.° 


Mr. O'Beimne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received July 29.) 
(No 131, 
St. Petersburgh, July 20, 1907. 
accordance with the instructions contained in your telegram No, 116 of the 
bth instant, T spoke to-day to M, Isvolsky on the qitestion of the Scistan-ltobat 
telegraph line, He had no Knowledge of reported loan, but will examine the question, 
s telegraphing for information to Russian Minister at ‘Yehran, 





(24784) No. 119, 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Offce, July 29, 1907. 

I AM directed by the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to inform you that he 
has given the most careful consideration to the views of Mr. Secrotary Morley upon the 
Question of the line of delimitation of the Russian zone in Persia’ from Kakh to tho 
intersection of the three frontiers in the neighbourhood of Zulficar, as reported in your 
letter of the 24th instant, 

(152) 2B 











of 


Tam to remind yon that the line defining the proposed British zone in Persia was 
communicated to the Russian Government after full discussion between the two 
Secretaries of State, and was accepted by them. 

Sir I. Grey is unable therefore, at this stage of the negotiations, to consent to 
Feopen this question with a view to an extension of the British zone in Persia, inas- 
miuch as it would present an opportunity to the Russian Government to renew discussion 
on any other point already settled which might be regarded by them as prejudicial to 
Russian interests. He will, however, instruct His Majesty's Ambassador at St. Peters. 
burgh to press for a straight lino from Kakh to the intersection of the frontiers as the 

imit of the Russian zone, but in the event of Sir A. Nicolson failing to obtain this 
Jing, he would not be disposed to allow an insistence upon this point to wreck an 
Agreoment which presents many solid advantages to Great Britain in other 
directions, 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(25419) No. 120. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 30.) 


Sir, India Offce, July 29, 1907. 

1} will he in the recollection of the Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs that in 
Octohor Insta sum of 100,000, of which 50,000), were provided from India and 
50,0001, from British revenues, was paid to the Imperial Bank of Persia for the 

* of tho joint advance of an amount not exceeding 200,0001., which it had been 

between Ilis Majesty's Government and the Russian Government should be 

mae by them to the Persian Government in certain contingencies and subjuct to 

Tn December last, it the request of the Foreign Office, a further 

sum of 50,0000, was paid to the Imperial Bank from Tndian revenues for the purposes 

ofa similar joint advance of an amount not exceeding 100,001. to be mate to the 

Valiahdl to mect tho pre nancial demands of the situation created by the then 
impending death of the Shali 

‘Tho Oveasion for making t ices contemplated in the arrangement arrived 
ab with the Russian Government lias not arisen, and, so far as Mr, Secretary Morley 
is aware, there is no immediate likelihood of the advances being required. Means 
while, the sum of 100,001 adva d from Indian revenues is not available for the 
temporary loans in the London m: shich tl of State in Council makes 
from the bilances he holds in this country, ‘the consequent: loss is estimated at the 
rate of about #,000/, per annum 

Th these citvumstances, the arrangements for the advances having been made by 
the Foreign Office with the Imperial Bank, Mr. Morley would suggest that the I 
night he requested to re-transfor the amounts provided from Indian reven 
Secretary of State in Counc! 

‘There will be no difficulty, Tam to aid, should the occasion arise, in providing at 
very few days? notice any: sims it may he decided to advance to the Persian Govern. 
ment in pursiiance of the agreement with the Russian Government, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





(25468) No. 121. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office —(Received July 30,) 


‘TILE Under-Seorctary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Soorotary of State for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated the 27th July, relative to the Khanikin-Tehran tolegraph fine. 


India Office, July 80, 1907, 
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Tnclosure in No. 121, 


‘ Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
raphic.)  P July 27, 1907. 
PERSIAN telegraphs. Please see your letter to Foreign Office, dated. tho 
tu s to surrender of British rights over telegraph line between ‘Veliran and 
in return for the assistance of the Russian Government in renewal of Inde: 
Huropean ‘Telegraph Department. concessions which apse in 1935. If there ig no 
objection, we should be glad to be informed what decision has been arrived at on tne 
proposal. Suspicion that Russia had arrived at-an understanding with Germany as to 
south-western Persia would be strengthened if sho has refused a concession which, 
prind facie, is $0 much to her advantage, Iumours in “Standavl” and other 
newspapers that commencoment of construction of the line from Bagdad to Khanikin 
is to be taken in hand, together with fact that German Bank concession in, Persia hag 
been approve by Assembly, seem to support. the information adverted to in uy 
telegram of 19th instant, as having been reocived from local German source, he 
fuller information which His Majesty's Government possess may perhaps he such as 
to relieve us from the apprehension we entertain of German intrusion, Wevontucs 
therefore to make the present inquiry. 





(25381) No. 122, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received July 80.) 


(No. 97.) 

(Lelegraphic.) Constanlinople, July 29, 1907, 
ILAVING received a telegraphic report from His Majesty's, Gonsid 

Bagdad to the effect that, on the ground of alleged insecurity in Por 

pibicets and transport animals had been prohibited from crossing the Persian’ frontier 


on tho Grand Vizier, who has ordered tho removal of the objectionable 
prohibition by telegraph. 





(25462) No, 


Gilahek, July 80, 1907, 
My telogram of the 23rd instant, No. 199, 
Consul at Seistan. states nothing known locally of Russiany 
he does not think Russians can obtain control of the sovoral roads by 
which line from south can be taken to telegraph offic 
No indication of work being begun, 





[25533] No. 124, 
Treasury to Koreign Office (Received July 31,) 


Sir, ‘Treasury Chambers, July 80, 1907. 
IN reply to Mr. Langley’s letter of the 23rd instant, 1 am to request you to 
inform Seoreiary Sir Edward Grvy that, in viow of the cireumstances therein represonted, 
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury acquiesce in the proposal thut no 
further action should be taken in pressing upon the Persian Govmaucte nn claim 
{ising out of the injuries sustained by ‘Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas and Captain 
Lorimer whilst travelling in Luristan, 
Lam, &. 
(Signed) G. H, MURRAY, 
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[26513] No, 125. 
Messrs. Lynch Brothers to Foreign Office —(Received July 91.) 


8, Salters’ Hall Court, Cannon Street, 
B London, July 80, 1907. 

sth Fait ey £9 Your letter of yesterday's date, wo should be pleased to supply you 
with full information as regards dimensions and requirements of our steamers on the 
Karun, and also as to the conditions as rogards navigation which ought to be fuldlieg 
by any schomo of irrigation, But this ean be done much better hem than at Miwaz, 
ae air Alnwvag agent is at present in London on leave of absence, and his locum toneng 
or AlNaa is neis to the post. We shall be obliged if you will kindly endenvous ¢y 
mako an appointment with Mr. Il R, B, Lynch next week, as, the 


consideration: fon with the scheme which we should 
Dofore you. 


Sir, 


Thave, &, 
(Signed) LYNCH BROTHERS. 





(24366) No. 126. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring Rice, 


(So. 198) 


en Foreign Office, July 31, 1907. 
WITH reference to your telegram No, 163 of the Ist frtiats ut ota to you 
Herewith copy of further eorrespontenco which has passed with the Lnpertal Beak ot 
Porsia respecting their clainis st the Persian Government, 

tna it’? to request you to continuo to press for a settlement, pointing out the serious 
ala ahead tthe, Bank will bo. placed, a8 explsined nthe letter of the Bot 
Instant, should thore be further delay in the repayment of the su vanced it e 
of tho ammount allowed vader the Charter, wu” Sums advanced in excess 

_ Tam, &. 
Gigned) ’ E. GREY. 


ee 


(24336) No, 127. 


Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persin. 
Sin, Forei $31, 1907. 
. ; é reign Office, July $1, 1907. 
snot LAID belove Secretary Sir E, Grey: your letter of the 30th hustant eelautte oy dhe 
indelitedness of the Porsian Government to the hnperial Bank of Ponte 
Majcee zgte! to Miigid you that, as you were informed on the Ath instant, His 
Sjesty's Minister. at Tehran has recently urged upon the Persian Govern 
Payment of the claims of the Bank, Ha eee 
inetrnotd (of Your letter now under reply will, however, be forwarded to him. with 
Banke eal i Heim out to the Persian Goverment the serious situation in which wie 
Bank ill be Ulserd sliould they further delay repayment of the suns advanced co 
Hem In excess of the amount allowed under the Charter and to « ess 
hens i xe arter and to continue to press for 
Tere Stale that to endeavour at the present moment to force wpon 
r ta ittangemient of the kind suggested in your letter would eles 
Preis the bankruptey’of the country, with the possible eonsequene of foreign 
Hi hethgn ot Would compel Persia to accept financial aid elsewhire at the ences 
still further pledging such securities as tnay still be available, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) "LOUIS MALLET. 





Hand 133, 
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5977) No. 128, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received August 3.) 


Sir, India Office, August 3, 1907. 

1 AM directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to inclose, for the consideration of the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, suggesting 
that, in view of the appearance of plague in Afghanistan, a proposal to transfor to the 
Government of Tndia the control of all quarantine measures on the eastern frontier of 
Porsia to the south of Zulficar should be ineluded in the scope of the pending negotin- 
tions with the Russian Government for an Agreement concerning Persin, 

Copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, asking for more precise information as to the 
extent to whieh plague actually prevails in Afghanistan, is. also inclosed, 

Mr. Morley will be glad to be informed whether, in Sir E, Grey's opinion, it is 

able at the present moment to approach the Russian Government on the subject, 
Under the terms of the draft Convention it would apparently be as. inconsistent. with 
the spirit of Article TI for us to claim control of quarantine in the Russian zone as it 
would be for Russia to claim similar control in our zone, ‘The question remains, 
however, of the quarantine arrangements in the neutial zone, thearea of which will 
depend on the decision arrived at as to the limits of the British and Rnssian zones 
discussed in my letter of the 24th July, 1907. As regards Karoz, the matter 
apparently stands as it was left by the communication to the Russian’ Government 
reported in Sir A. Nicolson’s despatch No. 842 of the 24th June last, which stated 
that His Majesty's Government would raise no objection to the continuance of the 
Russian sanitary post there if the Russian Government agreed to our view as to the 
quarantine system in the Gulf, In Mr, Morley's opinion it would he of reat 
advantage in the interest of communications between Persia and Afghanistan on this 
part of the frontier that the quarantine arrangements in the neutral zone should be as 
far as possible in the hands of British medical officers, 

A further communieation will be made to you on. the receipt of the despatch of 
the 18th July referred to in the Viceroy’s telegiam, which may be expected to arrive 
next week, 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed!) GODLEY, 


Tnelosure 1 in No, 128, 


Gouernnent of India to Mr, Morley, 


. July 29, 1907. 
RANTINE on the ¢ i ersin, 

patch on this subject, under date of the 18th July, has becn addressed to you, 
Init weurge that, having resard to appearance of plague iii Afghanistan, it is desirable, 
if possible, to arrange with Russians for all quarantine measures south of Zulticar 
heing transferred at the earliest convenient date to our charge, ‘Russians will certainly 
hot consent to entertain the idea of such a transfer if negotiations are not commenced 
till plague becomes a serious danger to their territory, and we shall find that. their 
auarantine posts along the Perso-<\fghan border will inereasey not only in number, but 
int permanence, 

Danger would then arise that, so far as the Perso-Afghan border is concerned, the 
proposed -\n} Agreement would practically be nullified, We would sugzest 
that the seop pending negotiations about Persia should be extended to include 

of this quarantine, the Russian Government being given assurances that we 

ared to enterta liment equal in efficiency to that 

Nhich they now maintain, namely, tliree medical officers of superior staniling, who 
would 1 ned respectively at Karez, ‘Curbat, and Birjand, together with an 
tive officer for supervision of Persian offers and sowars of the quarantine 
Gitdon, his funetions being similar to those exercised at, Karez by the present Cossack 
oflicer, 


_—— 
(521) 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 128, 
Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


A) oe India Office, August 2, 1907, 
ARANTINE on eastern frontier of Persia, 
Your telegram dated the 29th ultimo does not make it lear whether, if proposal 
recoinimended by you is made to Russian Government, it should be treated as he 
against possible contingeney which has not yet occurred, or whetlier it 
10 be based ou immediate necessity for more effective quarantine, owing to spread 
Of disease in Afghanistan, I should be glad to know what is latest information us to 
existence of plague in Afghan territory, 





(25966) No. 129, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 3,) 


‘NTE Under-Seerotary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
nervtary of State for Roreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
forwards henwith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram %0 
the Vieory, dated the Ist August, relative to the KhanikinTehran telegraph 


Judi Office, August 8, 190 


Mr. Morley to Government of India. 


(Polographic.) P. India Office, August 1 

TVEMRAN-KITANTKIN telegraph: Your tolegram dated the 27th ultim 

Hlewso rofer to tologam of the Bist June to His Majesty's Ambussador at 
St, Petorsbirgh, forwnrdod with letter datol tho 23th June from Political Socretary, 
Indian Ofc, Whon the farther instructions reported in my telegram of the 
Oth ultima were given him, Sir A Nicolson had taken no definite action on tel ‘gram 
of the 2tst Juno beyond mentioning. mutter to Russian Government, Pending con- 
silo on oof questions raised in your telegrams of the 17th and 10th ultimo, 
communication 19 Russian Government in. senso stated in my telegram of the 
Uh “ultino. bis been postpone. His Majesty's Government “have ho. 4 tie 
formation pointing to an understanding’ regarding South-West Persia hotweon 


Germany and Russia, f 





(25990) No. 130, 


Sir C, Sprin-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 3.) 
(No. 208.) 
(elosraphic.s P. Gulahek, August 3, 1907. 
WVHTH reference to a telegram received from Constantinople dated the 30th 
ultino, Tam informed by the Atabeg of the occupation of Morgawer by ‘Turkish 
troops. 





{26593} No. 131, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor, 


No, 80.) 

{ie eraphic.) P. 
A TELEGRAM from Persian Government to the following effect was communi= 

cated by instruction to-day by the Persian Chargé @’A ffaires :— 


Foreign Office, August 3, 1907. 


Information from Urumia and ‘Tabreez tas reached Persian Government by 
telegraph that the Persian fronticr was crossed by Turkish troops with guns within 
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the boundaries of Oroumieh, close to. Persian camp,:to the west of the village of 
Touli, and established there for punitive purposes, 

‘ree hours were given to the Persians ie which to evacuate camp, with a threat 
Pecktermination in case they did not comply. ‘Turks fired on camp, although 
Persians obeyed at once. Abandoning their tents, the Persians then left, 

A request for intervention has been made to His Majesty's Goverament by Persian 
Government. 

Having conferred with your Russian colleague, representations should bo made 
to the Sublime Porte, 

(Repeated to Tehran and St. Petersburgh.) 





(26003) No, 132. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recvived August 5,) 

(No, 204) 

(Telegraphic) P. Gulahek, August 5, 1907, 
QUARANTINE in Gulf and Soistan telograph extension, E 
Jan informed by M. Hartwig that a complaint has bees) mado at St, Petorsburgh 

to his action in regard to these questions, May Task what wi i$ of your 
tructions, and the reply? Io assitred me that tho Russian Bank has made wo 
avarice for the purposo of telegraph construction, repeating that hi hid noknewleds 

OF the action imputed to him (aie my telegrams Nos. 109 and 20Lof the 20th imctants 





(26026) 


Gulati, 
Honour to transmit the accompanying eopy of a 
eusul General at Bushire, drawing attention’ to a passage in my 

\ to you, No, 19, Confid the 20th January last, in which 1 reported 
his having suggested that “a Bri inver should be appointed to take charge of 
the road” from Ahwaz to Tspaha 

> Cox points out that this passage does not corteetly represent the suggestion 
nl by him in rexard to the engagement of an engineer by the 
s to supervise the rou. 

Fig avenseoningly expressed to him my regret atthe unintentional misintorprotation 
2h LES proposal, and veuture to express the hope that you will do what is possible 
wractacet ANY wrong impressions that may have been thereby ereated ik othor 
quarters, 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICH, 


——— 
Tnclosure in No. 133. 


Major Coz to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(Confidentiat. i! te 
Sir, 


Bushire, June 9, 1907. 
{HAVE the honour to inform you that I have just received from. the’ Govamns 
20th Peis & Printed copy of your despatch No. 19, Confidential, datod tho 
i liuaty last to the address of His Majesty's Scorctary of Stato. for Foreign 
Altairs, in the fourth paragraph of which Tam referred. tovay suggesting that “a 
Pritsh engineer officer should be appointed to take charge of the road” from Alwas 
o Ispahan. 
he only suggestion which I ean remember having made in this connection was 
when ip paragraph 3 of my letter of 4th January to the Goverment of Inia of 
whieh a copy was forwarded to you under my despatch of the same date md 4 foe 
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that it must have been misunderstood, as it differed widely from that attributed to 
me, Tt ran as follows:— 


“. ... 8. Short of the entertainment of that scheme I can only suggest, as a 
middle course, that the Bakhtiaris should be advised to engage, on a carefully drawn 
contract through the Government of India or His Majesty's Legation, a competent 
engineer, to superintend, as their employé and on their behalf, the upkeep of the road 
and the concentration of supplies along it.” 


Uf, as I think, there has been a mistake, I shall esteem it 8 favous if you will be 
kind to apprise His Majesty's Seerotary of State of it, as Iam natura 
lee Homma tinne son ath eee a ae hy my supposed 
suggestion and your own comment on it may be removed. oy 
“Lrogret that owing to the interruption of land communication Detween us, which 
has of late deprived me of the privilege of seeinse some of your despatches in transit, L 
have to trouble you with this reference aftor such a Inpse of tim 
T have, &e. ae 
(Signed) B. Z, COX, Major, British Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, and His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul-General for Kars, Khusistan. 





(26027) No, 134. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auyust 6.) 


(Xo. 140. Confidential. eens 
“HR Moin-utsPujjar, a leading member of the Medjliss, during’ recent call at 
this Lexation, informed me that the Russian Minister had stated to the President of 
ssimbly tint the British were engaged in fomenting an alliance between the 
< of Koweit and of Molammerah, 19 the Jatter’s independence. 
nich, Minister for I Affairs, informed mo subsequently that the 
Russian Minister hiad call s attention to the reports whieh he had received 
from Molianimerah, warning him that the Bnglish were showing activity in the Gulf, 
and thot if was not only from the north that Persia was threatened. "The Atabeg, from 
whom 1 inquired whether he had received ony alneming news from South-Eastern 
Porsia, told ine that the Russian Minister had spoken to him of the proceedings 
Of the Sheikh, but he added that M. de Hartwig did not mention the English as 
instigators, 2 
On Hearing of this, Tat once telegraphed to Bushire to inform the Consul-General 
Of the nature of the Russian Minister's assertion, and. to ask him whether there was 
‘ny foundation forit, ‘The reply was to the effect (hat the accusation was entirely 
sroinudless; that Sheikh Mubarak frequently visited Mohammersh without warning 
the Political Agent, and that there was nothing unusual in Sheikh Khazzal’s punitive 
expedition against the Beni ‘Curaf, who were frequently in revolt. 
On receipt of this information Laddressed to the Ales-Saltaneh a pi 
copy of whieh T have the honour fo transmit to you herewith. 
e matter may now, [ trust, be 
T am inclined to attribute t 
Understand fs bei fontinuonsly 
vith tine in the Gulf, to ‘th au 
cae su Nie Councillor to the Russian Legation, 
hitter hostility to everything English, of 


saumember of the Russian Diplomati who was lately Chargé 
@Alfaires there, and whose conduct was in conformity with general diplomatic usage, 
as taken his dopartur as 
M. Passek i supposed to be aw n Minister iS 
Abyssinia, or, if M, de Hartwig rece! He is sai 
to enjoy powertul protection, a to Rus to ears on n core. 
spondence on his own 5 in St. Petersburgh. He is 
particularly interested in all questions connected with the Gulf, where he hopes to see 
Uritish influence combated and neutralized by German opposition. M. Ozveensko, 
Russian Consul at Bunder Abbas, whose proceedings I have already brought to your 
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notice, isan object of his particular interest. THis language to foreign collengues, and 
fren fo myself, is characterized by great frankness, and his continued presence hire ts 
havily compatible with really cordial relations between the two Legutions,  Lyeutare 
However, to add that it would, in my opinion, be undesirable to make any communica, 
tion to the Russian Government on the subject for tho present as M. Paseele ory 
pobably regarded as a useful cheek on M. de Hartwig aud as providing « valeity 
souree of information and adviee with regard to affairs in Southern Persie 
Thave, &o, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


ee 


Tnelosure in No, 134, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Ala-es-Saltanch, 
(Private,) 
Your Highness, Gulakek, July 5, 1907, 


sal teference to the rumours which you lately mentioned to me on the subject 
i autPosed alliance betwoen the Shefkh of Koveit and the Sheikh ofMohammneal, 
auil also as to thesupposed intention of the latter to rovolt aguinst th Persinn Gomer 
whieh Eine ke honour to inform your Highness that, according to a, tolegeatm 

ch T have reeeived from Bushire, tere is no ground for supposing such ringewe 


khs of Mohammerah and Koweit have been for some ti 

of making each other friendly visits, and the operations now being enreiod on by the 
Steikh of Mohammerah against the Beni Turuf, who are frequently in revolt, see ot 
constant occurrence, and thero is nothing unusual in his undertaking stich mencuron, 

Twill not fail to inform your Highness of any nows which reuchon me freon 
Mohommerah. At the same tine I veuture to remind your Highness that the Sheree 
{ian intimate terms with the Serdar Mukarrem, Governor of Arabistan, who. will be 
in a position to give the Persian Government the latest intelligeneu as te the Sheik 
Proceedings, Tam at a loss to understand why the Persian Government ov any one 
alse should entertain doubts as to tho loyalty of the Sheikh of Moliamunoatey ery 
Persian Government, 

Ui need not say that if, in your opinion, I ean do anything to nssist in the 
Te Meee Ot onter, I shill be delighted to put my servieos at the dispostl of 
His Majesty the Shah! 


CEOIL SPRING-RICH, 





{26028} 


Sir @, Spring-Rice lo Sir Edward Grey.— (Received cluyust 6.) 


(No. 141, Confidential) 
Sir, Guluhek, July 12, 1907. 
Bank of A, the honour to submit some observations on the subject of the’ Imperial 
nk of Per 
jie fumition here is, somewhat remarkable, as it is practically the only. purely 
mercial enterprise which as been able to continue its existence in Persie withou, 
Support | You are aware of the disastrous. conclusion of the many Belgian 
rjmercial enterprises, as well as of the Tobacco Régie and the Reuter Coneearton, “the 
{han branch of the Russian Bank of Moscow, which was a private concern falted and 
gis withdrawn, and tho existing Russian  Lanque des Préts "is dependent on the Russian 
State Bank; it publishes no accounts, but is known, as far as its local inane 
concemed, to be practically insolvent 
Secording to the opinions which have reached me from various quarters, the 
se yraueld existence of the bank depends in a great measure on the personal qualities of 
ager, Mr, Rabino, 
{ geatet to sate that the difficulties of his position, whieh are sufficiently great in 
thenelves, are agaravated by the attitude of the London management, 
Commencement of the popular movement the Chief Director, Sir Lepel 
le a public statement in which he ly on the attitude of the 
Constitutional party, and, as this statement. was published and -citeulated here it gave 
(1521) 2D 
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rise to the impression that the bank was hostile to the new order of things, Subse- 
Guently ou were able by your personal intercession to persuade the Directors not to 
insist on an order which they had telegraphed to Mr. Rabino to force all the bank's 
debtors who were promoters of the National Bank to discharge their liabilities at once, 
Tnced hardly point out that in the present state of publie opinion the open hostility of 
the Imperial Bank to the national movement would result in serious consequences for 
theit note circulation and for their general position in the country. 

You. Sir, will also recollect that you again intervened in order to point out to the 
Londen Directors that their orders to Mr. Rabino to offer their services to the Attabek, 
in onder to nexotiate a loan, on the basis of a surrender of the Southern Customs to 
immediate British control, was inopportune and would not receive the support of His 

’s Government, Such an offer if made would have seriously alarmed the Persia 
overnment, and would have been construed as an act of bad faith by the Russian 
Minister, 

Another serious consideration which 1 yenture to submit is the attitude of the 
Directors to their staff, ‘The suecess of the bank in Persia depenis largely on the 
Personnel employed here. Unfortunately the relatious of the Directors with their 
Persian staff are notorious, ‘The staff is deeply dissatistied, and several important 
resignations have taken place, among which the most unfortunate for the reputation of 
the bank was that of Mr. MeLean, who enjoyed the highest consideration here, 
Recently, as yon are aware, contrary to the nilvice of Mr. Rubino, the Directors 
Appointed to the responsible post. of Kermanshah a man who had been for some tine in 
¢lose personal relations with M, Pas ussian official of notorious anti-British 
sympathies; this Mr, Sonne appears, indeed, to have served as a sort of intelligence 
officer to M, Passek, 

A recont incident which Mr, Rabino was instructed to bring to my knowledge is, I 
Togret to siy, of'an even graver character T hiaye hind the honour to report the mterse 
Popular excitement in Teliran on the eve of the Shah's birthday by the proceedings of 
His Majesty's Agents in Tabreez, I deveribed! tho universal prohibition imposed by the 
people on all citizens of the capital with regard to illuminations, and the pressure which 
was put on Mr, Rabin to countermand the illumination of the Imperial Bi In 
accordance with an urgent message sent by tho Attabek himself, Mr. Rabino complied 
with the popular request, and, like all other buildings in Tehran, the Imperial, Bank 
remained that night in darkness. It is obvious that had Mr, Rabino taken any other 
course te results might have been seriou 

Mr, Rubino reported the incident to his Directors, who, in a reply which they 

ally addressed to him, described his proccedinas as “disereditable,” and domanded 

fons as to why he had not telegraphed for their onte 

‘The jucident took place on a Sundays immediate action wasnecesary, and tobave 
awaited w vite from Lowulon might have led to a disastrous delay, 

Lfear that if the Directors of th ontinite to pursue their present 

y with regal to {he ard to’ Persian alfiirs, the conse 
genes may he a di the bank as they will certainly be detrimental to 

ritish interests here, 

F am of course unable to judge whetiier or how fur a warning could be usefully 
auldressed to the Dircetors. But, with regard to Mr, Rabivo, 1 desire to indorse siost 
warmly the opinions alresdy officially expressed by ny predecessors in this Lewat 
His assistance aud advice has been of continued use to ine, nd 1 covsider that the policy 
which he lias followed in Persia has hecn of great service to British interests, L-yenture 
to add that a public recognition of his services is fully merited, and would have. an 
eneourasing eflect on the stall of the bank. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING RIC 





{26030} No. 136. 


Sir ©. Spring-liee to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received August 6.) 


(No. 143) 
8 


Gulalek, July 10, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to st cht No. 5, Treaty, of 
the 22nd May last, T requested the 3 r Foreign Affairs to inform ine whether 
it was in conformity with Per the King’s letters to tle Shah should he 
Presented through the Foreisn Office, or personally by myself. 
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His Highness replied, fixinga time whien the Shah would be pleased to grant mo 
an audience in order to present the Royal letters, 
Twas accordingly received by His Majesty on the 6th instant, 
For certain reasons, whicli I'veuture to subr 
to take 
representat 
As is 


ime, He receives a 
is universally believed to como from the 
tis that public opinion is greatly exasperated, 
more unpopular. Tn addition to. theso facts, it 
ah ts surrounded by courtiers of tho old stamp, who 
with the proceeds of the national revenue, oF of 
= continued existence of the Assembly. as an 
‘These persons enjoy the Shali’s entire 

o advisers. 

affection for pop) 
tion in which | nally 


k to 


f rs to the Shah, T requested 
4 private anidionee, "The Shah consented 
present withdrew, leaving “Lis Majesty alone with 


jesty’s accession various unpleasant incidents had occurred, 
report to you: the Legation courier hid heen twico stopped 
deen forcibly occupied and fired into, our merchants 
Yonsulate ho ‘form had been publicly beaten, 1 did 
“iz: propose to trouble His Majesty with those incidents, which were Delia 
dealt with by his Ministers, What I desired to bring to I 8 notice was the 
general state of his Empire, of which these in outward sign. My 
Sovereign, as he knew, had the keenest interest in the Shi Mare and prosperity, 
and the interests of Great Brit y bound up with those of Persia, : 
From this point of view it was my duty to represent to. Ilis Majesty. tho nows 
which had reached me from vari st rtly working 
st those popular piperial will, 
rnment h form, constitutional or other, of the 
at monarchy was Strong and revered. But T thought 
although Twas sure they were false, was a serious 
danger to the yof the throne and to the maintenaiee of its authority, | had 
boon for some years in Russia. I had watehed the growth of the revolutionary fooling, 
and T recognized in Persia the familiar symptoms, ‘There was abuntant evidence they 
pie movement liad spread from tho Caucasis to northern Porsia, It would be guided 
here by the same object as that of the ies oF Russia, that is, to compass 
the destruction of the s, having first, however, secured the 
onary Societies had the strongest 
i, who advised him to take such action as 
Tis Majesty was aware how his father's 
nd had impoverished and ruined. the 
es were still around the throne, ‘Their action was 
to which the Shah had sworn allegiance, The whole 
of their proceedings fell upon theit Sovereign, and the whole advantago would 

ber peil by those whose main object was the Sovereign's destruction. 
the Einperor of Russia was in a position to tke what action he liked; lie had a 
fall treasury’ aud a numerous and devoted army, ‘Tho Sultan of Turkey ul ag 
Winssailable position as Khalif. ‘The Shah had! none of those advantages, and yot he 
Ais encouraged to provoke a danger which he could not meet on equal tering, "With 
‘hat sseapon could he fight? and if he began the unequal contest, whe, woul 

profit? 

Tt was said by soine, that foreign Governments were so deoply interested in the 
preservation of the Shah's authority that, if it were seriously imperilled, they would 
‘ntervene to save it, Twarned him most seriously against counting on foreign aid. i 
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voked a conflict. ‘The British and Russian Governments were both resolved 
Tae Gi eet Uk datens be tna rat atareta and subjects, Should the 
Ennpine break up, the central authority be destroyed, and foreign interests be imperiled, 
hen no doubt intervention vould take place, But iarould then be too ate, aud even 
intorvention eaten tine, it vould be fatal to is authorte; Consequently, as he 
eld not fight the popular movement himself, and as he eould not count on foreign 
a Mo ny alternative sto come to an amicable agreement, to acoept the inesitable 
to assist at the work of reform, it until the gratitude of his people an their 
inhovent love of the throne restored iin to a poses as great as, or greater, than 
that of Kis ancestors, In eonelsion, Legged Mis Majesty to pardon my frankness, 
wich was the expression of the serious interest which my Government felt in the 
Shiali’s welfare, aud was dictated by my sense of the dangers which appeared to 
a we yy listened with attention to my observations, and showed no signs of 
ispleasure, Iideed, ho expressed his thamks for my frankness, which he was sure was 

inspired hy sineore friendline d : 
PPD via eagur tlm Uorlee wijeld exiee inte eountry Mol eni@\ ak twas 

merely the result of the sudden and violent change of the 
even: France, the mont civilized and advanced of all, ware Table 
1 internal disturbances, He had always maintained that a Constitution was the bes 
HIS RAT eeRRTE THOCSS MET MTGE rah crs, PE present. The 
Ob w disorder each pursuing his own 
ng in troubled 


He ee Ages et Uieyoatilnyhfe osha! syworn to observe the Con- 
stitution, and. not to dissolve the Climber for two years, ‘Those who advised him to 
break is cath expose hin they must Know, to the inealeulable risks of «formal 
‘oxeommunication as a “hetrayer of his word and a despiser of God.” What would 
Korbola say fo such an action? ‘The mere rumour of such an intention would do him 
wonise hier, ; 
rifle vepliod that tio air was fall of false rumours spread by the enemies of the 
ation, As to She Hullah, tie Shah was accused of having encouraged him. 
‘Mhis was wholly fils Shiuikl had taken bast’ in consequence of his own g 
With his fellow priests. ‘The Shah had nothing to do with it, He knew well 
that the Shah aud his people could not be divided; they could not stand separate 
OCR He HiRtaa vare of the sway in which his father’s 
courtiers hii disposed of the pre He would seo that this should not 
In conjunetion with hi he was labouring at a 
sohvine for restoring financial equilibrium. He could assure ane th foreign 
Joan contracted in the future would be spent ow the inprovement of the country. 
‘The times, ho said, were difficult, and the work was a great one. I replied that, a 
great work was fitted fora great Sovercign, and that at all times he could count on the 
suthy of my Co He again expresse 
throughout the interviow his manner was particularly graciou 


hg, through Abbas Ghuli Khan, of what had 

4 that tio doubt some good would have been done, 

d that the Popular party was under the direct control 

of the British Le oi, unless other Ministers took the same line with 
His Majesty, wary iis inpression woul be left contd not the French 
voult shortly have 8 ar language? T communicates 

Seca aye no doubt, will s a 

ish Ambassador uly represented in 

the stro gers to which the Shah is exp h in accord 

with his people, and in a long private interview he gave bh warning ini 

double capacity as a Mussulnan diplomatist and eatly revered. religio 


Minister of what ad passed, M. de Hartwig had an 
the nest day, aul assures me that he alsa adresse to His Majesty a serions 
as to the dangers of lis position, and the necessity of arriving at a good 

crstanding with the Assembly. [have since seen the Ala-es-Saltanch, who was 
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present at the interview. According to his account, the Russian Minister enlarged on 
the excellent effects which could be produced by a seasonable display of vigour, and 
quoted as an instance the forcible rescue by the Russian Consul at Tabreez of a Persian 
ject who had been unlawfully imprisoned. ‘This incident has caused very great 
excitement in the country, and has, as elsewhere reported, led to a formal demand for 
the Cousal’s recall, ‘The Ala-es-Saltaneh did not inform me what offect M. de Hartwig's 
communication had on His Majesty. The Shah’s Secretary has also informed me that 
a close intimate of the Shab is in the habit of repairing daily to the Russian Levation, 
id that the adviee he brings back is in conformity with the policy recently followed 
Russia by the Imperial Government. You will no doubt obserye that tho Shah's 
ion as to the necessity of new elections, and the demand of Sheikh Razlullah, 


the reactionary agent, for the arrest and expulsion of twenty members, follow very. 
closely the Russian model, 
Thave, &o. 


(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





(26031) No, 187. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 6.) 
(No. 144.) 


Sin, Gulahek, July 12, 1907, 
T HAVE the honour to report as follows on the financial situation 
‘The instalment of interest and sinking fund due on the Russian debt at the 
ss of this month has been duly paid. ‘Phis was achieved with great difficulty. 
Administrator of the Customs, M, Hornard, informed me that. hie was 
reeciving demands for money signed by the Shah, and presented by high 
Is. Had he continued to honour these demands payment of the Teussian 
iment would have been impossible. M. Rabino assis me that it was only by 
‘Irwwitns freely on the produce of the Southern Customs, which is the security for the 
vslish debt, that the Persian Government has been able to discharge its obligations 
to Russia and thus avert the threatened occupation of the northern ports, As 1 
ready had the honour to report, the Minister of Finance had serious wrounds 
that, owing to an arrangement to which ML Naus was privy. the 
would not be made, and foreign seupation ensue,  For'the pres 
is averted, in part, no doubt, because His Majesty's Government lias not 
‘ed on the punctual payment. of the sums due to it. ho difficulty. has heen 
ased by the very low return from the customs revenues owins to the disturhed 
state of the country—the Caspian maritime strike and other causes, not the least 
important of which is increased smuggling in the Persian Gulf, 
© progress has heen made with regard to the payment of the sums due to the 
Imperial Bank, M. Rabino has made a formal demand for repayment in a lotter 
dressoil to the Minister of Finance, copy of which I have the honour to. transmit 
herewith, and 1 have repeated this demand in an oflicial communication to the Persian 
Government. In reply, 1 received a verbal intimation to the effect that the Assembly 
hil requested the Finance Minister to consent toa delay of three years in tho payment 
ums due for sinking fund, A similar demand was also, niade verbally to, my 
Russian colleague, Tn obedience to your instructions I have replied that Ig 
Fnment are ready to give their eareful consideration to such a request, 
it So written request has, however, been yet addressud either to me 
or to the Russian Minister, 
This the attitude of the Persian Governmont has been simply to ignore its 
in and British creditors, and while barely meeting the most 
mong its liabilities to Russia (under the imminent fear of foreign 
mn) to evade the payment of its liabilities to the Russian Bank, in aecount 
mnounting, as the Russian Minister informs me, to about 420,000), Means 
troops, the diplomatic servier, und the civil officials are still unpaid, aud 
Yossack brigade is left two months in arrear, ‘The Russian Bauk advanced a 
ient to pay the brigade two months ago, but now insists that such advances 
arse be made on account current, but as a regular loan, formally 
1 2u 
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sanctioned, and secured on the customs: and this the Ministers are afraid to agree to, 

s the Assembly woul! make them personally responsible were they privy to an 
increase of the foreign debt. T understand from the Russian Minister and 
M. Hornard that it is now proposed that the Customs Administration shall reserve part 
of tlie produce of the Northern Customs for payment of the brigade, as is done in the 
case of the Russian debt charge. Recently the police of the eapital struck for their 
wages; settlement was arrived at, probably by private subscription. No money is 
fortlicoming for the National Bank, owing to tle popular mistrust of the Government, 
‘his is justified hy the fact that. the Shah, or some one closely connected with him, 
is apparently paying at the rate of about £1,100 aday in order to. organize 
demonstrations against the Assembly. Tt is also a matter of hostile comment that in 
the middle of its financial difficulties the Government should have sanctioned the 
Aispateh of costly missions to announes the accession of the Shah to foreign 
Courts, 

wh in the bazaars, and the continued pressure is making itself 
paintully felt. This curious, however, to observe that the Administration, such as it is, 
continues; the various departments continue their labours, though none of the officials 
are paid. “he threats which sounded so alarming in the ears of the \tabek, and 
which [ reported last month, have not heen fultilied, ‘There has heen no general 
insurrection-—merely a continiaition, perhapsan accentuation, of the pea eful anarchy 
whiel: has p for tlie last six months, and which appears, from the 
Archives of this Lagation, to have been of constant decurrence as far back at least as 
1892. 

With regard to the vital question of financial reform, I lave cross-questioned the 
Finance Minister, who states that some progress has heen made in the assessment of 
the land tax, and that a budget of expenditure is being prepared. ‘The great difficulty 
at prosent is that there is no system of control, and that. the Shah can draw money 
his personal order without any specification of the object for whic 
roquired, ‘The vested interests, especially as to the occupation of Government lands 
and the payment of uumerited pensions, are considernble; and no one, least of all the 
Finance Minister, has the courage to f discontent which would be caused even 

most elementary reform — ‘Phe # Minister is quite aware that the present 
sitimation is impossible, and Ne assures me that if it continues much longer he will 
resign, 

Ilis present illea is that the Government should guarintee regular payment of the 

ton the forcien debt in return for a pledge that repayment of the prin 

ng find should not be required for three years. Should, 

nments ask for a antee of a definite character, sembly would 

taittly rofuse to pledge aiy of the national revenues, and the result woul be 

a deadlock, 1 said Hat probably the two Governments would act in ac © with 

the usual practien in cuses of hankruptey, and would demand a pledge that the Persian 
Government should not in the meantine Lorrow elsewhere 

T have reported by tel osal that has been privately made to the 
French Minister, that ‘at shoul be sent to report on the general 


r to definite 

penditure and consolidated loan, 

with England and Russia, and, 

ny. ve, force is necessary, and that 

can only be applied from without, ‘The Persian Government and peoples do not yet 

realize the real state of alfirs, and still appear to nourish illusions that they can evade 
their responsibilities and postpone a settioment. 

T venture to point out that from wha e learnt from M. Hornard, and fiom 
the Minister of Kinane, no real progeess has been made with rezard to the reforms, 
and that an adyanee of money would beat once squandered without any lasting henetit 
to the country. Until ifective control is instituted with the sanetion of armed force, 
anda fixed Budget established, financial assistance would be merely thrown awa, 

Yo sum up the present sitnation, there appears no immediate hope of fi 
reform, and the ent has no available finaneial resources. ‘The for 
obligations of the Persian Government, anountine to about 5,000.000/, of which 
900,001. (100,000. to the English, and’500,00:/. to the Russian Bank) ‘are in the 
form of loans to private institutions, some of wl w long overdue, On the other 
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hand, there should be an ample margin, wlien order is restored, for paying the interest 
on these loans out of the proceeds of the Customs, although the Assembly will 
resolutely refuse to give a pledge to that effect, 

Thaye, &e. 


(igned) "CECI SPRING-RICH, 
—— 


Inclosure 1 in No, 137. 
Imperial Bank of Persia, Tehran, to Persian Minister of Finance. 


Tehran, June 18, 1907. 


to your notice the debis of the Government as per 
d Memorandum, 


Our Board of Directors have telegraphed us, insisting upon our claiming their 


yment in view of the repeated promises made’ to us that a settlement would ho 
arrived at without further d 


We particularly call the attention of your Bxecllency to the Government debt 
represented by the long overdue promissory note of the late Shah for 707,000 tomans, 
which, being in excess of the amount provided for by our Concession, must. be. pid 
within a month or so, otherwise very serious difficulties may arise prejudicial alike to 
the Persian Government and to the bank, 

We live further to request you to pay the 23,2701 7s, annuity due on the 
advance of 200,000L, which should ave been paid on tho 4th April last, as it has buen 
paid till now, 

We have, &, 
(Signed) J. RABINO, 
Chief Manager, 
——————————— 


Tnelosure 2 in No. 187, 


‘Tora Debts of the Persian Government to the Imperial Bank of Persia, 
June 30, 1907, 





‘Total dobt to June 30, 
Debt conteactell by: 8} 
30,983 
ee fest annI6 
(2906002), duc 4 
werent to Juni 30) 

Guaranter 
Shoaee=-Saltaneh 210,000 00 
Annie Beludur e 1041000 20,800 
Mushit-ed-Dowl a 65,000 18,000 


2,581,538) 516,206 
‘Actual loan 1,450,000 290,000 


‘Toul 4,031 06,200 
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Sir ©. Spring-Rive to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 6.) 
No. 145.) 
Sir, Gulakek, July 12, 1907. 

Veo HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despateh from His Majesty's 
Nice-Consul at Ahwaz reporting on the state of the Ahwaz-Isfahan road, over whieh he 
has recently passed, 

ou will observe that Captain Lorimer draws attention to the condition of the two 
{isvension bridges, and suggests that an engineer should be appointed by Messrs, Lynch 
‘o inspect them this autumn and effect such repairs as may be found necessary, 
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It will be within your recollection that on the last occasion on which an engineer 
was sent to inspect and paint the bridges some friction arose with the Khans, ‘These 
complained that they had not been adequately consulted in the matter, more 
in regard to the expense which they would thereby incur. In view of this consid 
T venture to suggest that Messrs. Lynch—to whom you will doubtless communicate 
4 copy of the inclosed report—be invited to state, with a5 little delay as possible, 

they are prepared to send an inspecting engineer this autumn, and to give in 
an approximate estimate of the cost to be incurred by the Khans, 

T should be grateful if 1 could be informed of Messrs. yuch’s reply by telegraph, 
inorder that I may instract Captain Lorimer to conduct the requisite negotiations with 
the Bakhtiari Khun before his retum to Ahwaz, 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RIC 


Tnclosure in No. 138, 


Vice-Consul Lorimer to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
No, 29, Camp, 
Sin pale) Sulfa, July 2, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to submit the following remarks on the condition of the 
Abwaz-Isfibian road ;— 


2 Oving to the exigencies of other work I was only able to join the road a little 
below Malami 

‘The lower section was, however, travelled over hy some of the sowars of my escort. 
‘The only part of this section whieh is eapable of eausinge serious trouble, if neglected, is 
where the ranze of hills lying between Gazin and Jahru, on the Alwaniya-Jahru stage, 


‘The southern face is a steep slope, consisting of loose stones and boulders ; 
is in a neglected state in November, and I gather that nothing has been done 
to improve it, 

3, When 1 mot the Shabab-us-Saltanch at Malamir on the 28rd May he informed 
te that they hid had a party working on the road, and that repairs had heen earried out 
40 as tar up as Shalil, 

IMLAY (ug waaeradoh Chetenaytngebargestaat allen ficev andor nd 
ceased, He ow intended to have work recommenced. 

Udo not think that this intention has been made jzood, ; 

‘Phe stock excuse about the damage done to the road by the migrations of the 
Hiyat wax put forward with the usual exaggeration 

4. ‘The ‘rack On travelling up the road 1 could detect scarcely any 
serious work having heen don A 

The ascent from Malamir to the Gardan-i-Sarrak had heen somewhat improved, and 
it is perhaps ns good as it is ever likely to he, : 

1 think that some elenring away of loose stones has been done at various points, but 
iv is often not easy to say for certain, Work of this type had, however, undoubtedly 
een carried out hebveen Rikat and Deh Diz, and this naturally easy section of the road 
is at present inva satisfactory condition, : 

he atitt nt from the Gardan-i-Marwai to the Pi arat, which had been 
put in very fiir order shortly before my journey down the road in autumn, has 
deteriorated axain to some extent, e 

Just level with the Shahl carayanserai, where the track passed with some diffculty 
Velween boulders, some inprovement appeared to have been mad 

Whore, immediately above the same “serai,” the road for a mile oF more erosses a 
steep, shitting surtiee of landslip soil, the track had been carried away in several places 
by wraitistormn in spring. Sullicient work bad been done hiere to make the road passable, 
Dut the track was in some places extremely narrow, and in at least one place extremely 
steep. ; : 

Oving to the nature of the ground no work done here will be lasting, and every 
year the work of restoration will become more ditlicult, ; : 

Vihink that a tack could he worked up to the right instead of the left bank of 
the stream, slanting up from the level of the stream at te “serai” across the steep 
lover slopes ani between cliffs until the higher slopes are reached, whieh appear to 
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be fairly easy. ‘This alignment would probably rejoin the present one where it reaches 
the edge o: the high Talau plateau beyond the Shalil mills, and some 4 miles from 
the Shalil “serai.” 

‘The first mile of it would certainly be difficult, and an expenditure of some 
hundreds of pounds would probably be involved. ‘The latter consideration seems to put 
it out of court as things stand at present, 

Beyond this point it was not professed that any work had been done, but no 
difficulty was experienced, 

‘The ascent of the Gardan-i-Gendumkal and the various points between there and 
Dopulun, mentioned in my final Report of last year, call for no fresh remarks, 

From Dopulun I had to go to Ardal, and from thence to Junagun; I did nov 
therefore travel over the Dopulun-Naghun and Naghun-Kharaji sections, It has 
wt, However, been even stated by the Khans that these sections have been put in 
order, 

With the exception of what has been noted above and perhaps a few minor 
improvements where little labour was involved, nothing has been done to the track sineo 
last reported on it, 

the Bridges: Paint.—Where is a marked deterioration in condition of the paint 
of both bridges since last inspected, 

he process of chipping has advanced considerably, and that the metal is becoming 
exposed is shown by small specks of rust which can be found here and there, chiefly on 
the hand 

{he most serious signs are to be found on the under side of the roadway of 
the Godar Bridge (Pul-i-Shalu) at its east end, where it is possible to get down and 
examine i 

Here water has percolated down between the rond-plates and between the section 
of the twin plate-bearers, and has left a considerable amount. of rust. staining, ‘This 
extends as far as it is possible to see, viz, for about a third of the length of the bridg 
but, as might be expected, it is must marked at the point where the plates were 
exposed in autamn, (hese places have sinee heen covered again with a layer of 
arth.) 

The paint of the Pulsi-Amarat is obi xposed parts such as the handrails, 

t iv is impossible to examine the under side of this bridge without. apparatus 

1am of opinion that the painting of these bridges should be inspected by some 
competent person, sand, if necessary, renewed before next winter rains, 

&, Maxonry.—The main piers of the Godar Bride show no visible signs of change 
since last reported on. But the outworks, eg., the guard wall, and the rubble maces 
into whieh the suspension cables pass, are hecoming further delapidate 

In particular the masonry, a mass of carclessly-built rubble, plastered 

» whicli covers the insertion of tie cables in the ground” at the northewest corner 
of the bridge has ‘ay and the cables and ties are exposeil for some 4 feet, ‘The 
paint here is defective, and rust has made its appearance, ‘The remainder of the 

sponding pieces vf masonry want overhauling ; andthe yuard-wall on the approach 
on the south-west has collapsed, 

Caravanserais.—No repairs have been done to the vxisting earavanserias, and no 
construction of new ones lias begun. 

10, When at Ardal I did not tackle the Shahab on the subject of the road, 

i from iny experience in other business that it would be useless, if not prejudicial, 
todo so. ‘The question can only be taken up with any hope of obtaining results when 
tue Khans have settled their present differences among themselves, and it is decided in 
whose hands the management of publie affairs is to rest, 

sy however, does not apply to the question of the bridges, and the Khans migt 
be infirmed that it is intended to send an engineer to, attend to them this autumn, 
alvays provided that Messrs. Lynch Brothers are ready to do so, 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) D. L. LORIMER, 
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No. 139. 
Sir , Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 6.) 


Gulahek, July 14, 1907. 
called your attention to the close relations which exist between 
in Russia and in Persia, ursiance of my observations on 
may remark that in Pabreez the Caucasian revolutionaries have played a 
rable part, and have been called in, or requested to retire, according to the 
sof the situation, by the Popular leaders. In the neighbourhood of Enzeli 
an agrarian movement has beon organized against the landlords by emissaries from 
Baku . erur 
Recent events in Russia have already made a considerable impression in Persia, It 
is Velieved that the dissolution of the Di act as ath encouragement to the Shah to 
treat the Assombly in anno rward by the reactionary 
Mujtehid (Shoikh Wozlallah) i ‘expu undesirable members, 
le tho Shah openly speaks of the necessity for nev elections, in spite of his sole 
iso that ho will not interfere with the Assombly for the space of two years, 
is another poiut of view to which I ventire to dray your particular attention. 
Th the second Divo the Mussulnans of Russia formed a well-organ i 
dont of, though friendly 10, the Constitutional Demmoerats, and th of this fact 
upon popular opinion hers was not inconsidorable, | have already itted the text 
Of the cordial telegrams exchanged between the Majlisand the Duma, Had the Mussul= 
mans been allowed to continue their active part in Russian polities by a sympathetic 
Government, an easy path would have been open for the propa 
influence in Persia, 
Ee the Binperor has distinctly stated that he desires that the new Duma 
ely Russian, and that the alion populations of the Empire should no 
i former influence on the discussions of the affairs of 
tho Bmnpire, ‘Tho St, Petersburgh meoting: of the Mussulinan representatives of the 
Duma has heen broken up by the police, the represontation of the has been 
nuchs reduced, and that of Contial Asia altogether suppressed. T need. not enlarsge on 
tho importance of those cirenmstances from the point of view of Russian influence in 
Pr Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





(26034) No. 140, 


Sir C: Spring-Rico to Sir Kdward Groy.—(Received August 
a ne Gulahek, July 16, 1907. 

| BEG to inclose herewith a very interesting Memorandum whieh hias been prepareit 
by Mr. Smart on the subject of the Teliran Assembly, 
| L-yentire to ask your particular attention to the very valuable account he has 
alvenas to the eoniliet between the party of progress and Mussulman lay. ‘The ‘Purl 
‘Ambassnitor has often spoken to me on the subject, and, though @ convinced. Sun 
expresses hi ction that unless all Mussulmans adapt the compromise described. by 
Mr, Smart—whiel allows tor the full play of the forces of progress—the Mahommedan 
nations are bound to pe z q 

1 would also venture to ask your attention to his remarks as to the gradual 
progress made by the Assembly in the conduct of its proceedings. It remai 
unfortunately. true that little real work has been done, as its whole time has be 
spent in rectifying erying abuses, or procuring the dismissal of corrupt officials, 

1 may add that Thshisadeh, whose name is so prominently mentioned inthe 
Memorandum, is oxe of those members marked out for expulsion by the Shalt and his 
Ministers, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE 


hy 


Tnclosure in No, 140. 


Memorandum respecting Debates in the Persian National Assembly, 


ANY one who has followed the proceedings of the National Assembly from the 
beginning of its existence until the present moment ean scarcely fail to be struck by the 
improvement in the tone of the debates which has become apparent during the last 
month or two. In the first few months of its precarious existence, when the Mejlis was 
struggling for a legal status, and even after the grant of the Constitution, it cannot be. 
dt that the debates revealed much personal talent or any general aptitude. for 
hating. | This was, of course, inevitable, for the difficulties it had to contend against 
at the outset were enormous. A complete ignorance of Parliamentary procedure, the 
fecling cf precariousness, the intrigues of its enemies, both within and without, the 
hostility of the Government, the personal rivalries of the Deputies, all combined to 
ener the debates confused and even disorderiy. "The Mujtcheds, too, betore. they 
sere got in and, proved somewhat embarrassing, 1¢ may be remembered that on one 
occasion Seyyid Muhammed eauseil his retainers to eject an unfortunate member from 
the Assembly whose views did not happen to coincide! with his own, ‘The prospect. of 
sucht arguments being used to convince opponents must have dismayed the, more 
culightened members of the Majlis. However, the Mujteheds soon fell’ into linc, and 
their interventions in debates are now of a more Parliamentary character, ” ‘The 
ignorance displayed by most members, not only of administrative tatters, but of the 
commonest principles of statecraft, and the iguorant fanaticism of a considerable p 
of them, were in those early days disheartening to wellwishers of the National Assembly. 
A typical instance of this fanatical ignorance was the amusing scene when a Kermin 
member, Bahr-ul-Uloom (“Sea of Sciences"), interrupted the President, who was rending 
the Local Assemblies Bill, and demanded the expurgation of the words, “theatre 
and “ musée”” from the text as being contrary to Islam, and therefore unclean, It is 
noteworthy of the stages of the Assembly's devclopmont: that these fatuous remarks hnd 
to be taken seriously, and the odious words were removed from the text, 

‘The improvement in the general tone of the debates woull sccm {0 date from the 
arrival of the ‘Tubreez members and to become more apparent after the retirement. of 
the Saad-ed-Dowleh. ‘The Azerbaijan members soon showed themselves vastly superior 
to the large majority of the Deputies, and one or two of them, ey., Seyyid Hassan, 
‘Toghizadeh, and Mirza Fozlali Agha, would seem to be men of quite’ remarkable 
character, ‘The former is eredited with very advanced views, w familiarity. with European 
thought, and Socialistie convictions. It would, however, be a mistake to look upon 
either him or his colleagues as mete visionaries or revolutionaries, — ‘Taghizadeh 
éspecially displays not only great debating ability, but gives proof of practical business: 
like qualities. It is interesting to take up at hasan a report of some debate and. note 
‘Taghizadeh’s interventions, It will sometimes happen that during a whole debate he 

tervene for uo other purpose than to bring the House back to the original 
of diseussion and provent it wandering off into irrelevancies, How often, after’ the 

fused medley of thoughtless speeches, Taghizadch will intervene, always fading. the 
ish vords at the right place, unravelling the tangled skein of the debate, or briefly 
but strikingly, summing up the thoughts which the other speakers have been unable. to 
express clearly. Or again, how often he will exhoit Depntics to leave off’ discussing: 
trivial matters and apply themselves to the consideration of broader, more general 
Guestions ; to remember that they are not members of a Parish Council, but the elect 
ft the nation’s Parliament! He is always lieard with great attention, for his colleassies 
now that he will not open his lips unless he has something tv say. If the Parliamentary 
réxime is destined to last, he may have a brilliant future before him, {t may be 
mentioned that he is quite @ young man, 

By far the most vital problem, which is continually forcing its way to tlie front, 
and which is of absorbing interest, to the scholar as well as. the politician, is the 
westion of Islam and its relation to the liberation movement, It is unnecessary to 
state that here, as much asin Europe, democracy is fully aware that cleriealism is the 
Gnemy. Is this unnatural union between religion and democracy to continue, or will it 
shortly end in a violent rupture? 

Temay be interesting to quote here a prophetic passage from “Les Apdtres, 
Kenan, eonceraing the tuture of religions and their inevitable fate, if they’ refuse to 
compromise with the spirit of medern progress: — 
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“Une seule religion,” he says, “résistera, je le erains, a cet amollissement 
dogmatique; cest I'Islamisme .... ily a en Perse surtout des germes d'esprit large 
et conciliant, Si ces bons germes sont Gtouifés parle fanatisme des Ulémas, l'Islamisme 
périma car deux choses sont Gvidentes: Ia premitre, cest que la civilisation moderne 
ne désire pas que les ancfens cultes meurent tout & fait; Ia seconde, c'est quelle ne 
soufirira pas d@tre entravée dans son cuyre par les vieilles institutions religicuses, 
Golleseei ont le choix entre fidelir ow mourir.” 


A suident of the debates in the Assembly will soon be convinced that this good 
seed lins not yet been stilted by the fanaticisin of the Ulema, and that Islam in Persia 
is making a determined esfort to hend before breaking, 3 

Tt must not be forgotten, i ng tie chances of Islam in Persia, that the Shin 
Dranciy of that: religion ptible of progress, more flexille, less dogmatic, 
than the orthodox Sinn ‘Vhe latter sect is bound hand and foot by the four 

ttle all disputed questions for all time to 
The source o is declared to be dried up, and the result is the 
mortal stagnation in which all Sunni countries are now lying. ‘This is not the case in 
Persia, ‘There is here the *ljtehad,” or the renewal of inspiration, which leaves the 
to future chiriges, to the possibility of compromise, of modification, 
itious to note the persistence with which the movers of the popular party 
the cause of Islam with the cause of liberty. ‘The expressions 
“Protection of the Rights of Islam,” “ Protection of the Bas of Islam,” “Protection of 
the Holy Taw.” &e,, are continually to be found in speeches defining the objects of the 
Nitionitl Assembly, Again, on the anniversary of the death of the two Se 
were killed in the riots of last summer, which were the practical beginning of the 
reform movement, the official paper of the Assembly appeared with black edges in sign 
of mourning, and the article doseribing the commemoration ceremony bore this title 
“Do not consider those who are killed in the way of (od as dead, but alive, 
Goil's presence.” ‘This verse which, after the declaration of unity, is considered by. 
Muslims as one of the most eloquent of the Koran, was revealed to the Prophet as a 
iessige from God to those dying in Holy War against the infidels. Wh 
Feniembere'! how many thousand of the Faithful have xone lightheartedly to their 
with these words on. their lips, their signifieance in this connection will easily be 
understood, The infidels are no longer the opponents of Islam, the Christian crusaders, 
but the supporters of despotism, the enemies of the people, The “way of God” is now 
the way of Tih a y i 

‘Whe Clovieal party fully und subtle tactics of its enemies, and is 
keenly alive ( (he danger menacing its very existence; but it has been cat i 
trap, from whieh i ous, petlips iupossible, for it to attempt to escape, 
Mujtched Seyi) Muhammed, who is a comparatively enlightened man, and pi 
Uunvonted spectacle ofan honest priest, ins often given utterance to his appretien : 
to die future in store for his clus. On the yeeasion of the discussion of the Courts of 
Justice he expressed some doubt, perlaps not without a touch of grim humour, as to 
whether there would he anything left for the Mollahs to do after the institution of these 
Courts, he Clerieals have, theretore, made repeated efforts to assert their rights, and 
with this object in view they forced the Assembly to add an additional clause to the 

Jonstitution, provided that all Hills should, betore being passed, be referred to a 
Committee of five Mujtetieds, who would decide whether any of their provisions were 
yto Islamic lay, Mi Hi Agha, a Tabreez Deputy, made remarkable 

speceh, opposing: the proposal, which is especially worthy of notice as it indieates the 
ingenious methods which the party of progress is pursing in its endeavours to get round 
the obstructive doginas of the Kora nslation, and without 
a certain knowledge of the * Sheri.’ ciate the subtle points of this learned 
speeehy but it may lie briefly condens Alter a brilliant and 
definition of the velations hetiveen the Civil and Religious Law (“ Urf” and 

1 the dys at despotism, the orator went on to sty that heneeforth there would be one 
Lay for the whole land—the “Sheri.” mis” and * Probibitions” of 
this Law will undergo io change, and the laws that the Mejlis passes will be of two 
kinds: firstly, the defining of the particulars of questions on which the “Sheri’” has 
pronounced! int a general nanner,ais tor instance . . . . (he here gives a list of examples 
embracing: practically the whole Government administration ; and, secondly i 
matters which are “permissible not obligatory by the “Sheri’”), but regarding 
which, for the preservatis engagement for the execution or abandonment 
thereof must be extered into, but not in the name of the Relizious Law. ‘These laws 


3 


will in truth be the definition of the meanings of the “Sheri,” in accordance with the 
requirements of the aze, Tf on account of Treaties or other reasons in some 
instances the execution of the “Primary ‘Sheri’’” Laws is impossible, then, on the 
principle that “ Necessity justifies Avoidances,” “Secondary Regulations” will be put 
in their place. Thus in no case will the laws of the Assembly be contrary to. the 


speaker then summed up his conclusions: that « law which had been voted by 
the Mejlis did not require to be referred to any other body for approval. ‘The speech, 
which is a masterpiece for clearness of expression and arguinent, is full of terms take 

from the * Sheri” and the speaker is careful to invoke this Law at every stage of the 
development of his thesis. It is evident that, if this view of the Islamic Law is zoing to 
te generally accepted, the way is indeed open to all progress, and “Vainollissement 
dogmatique,”” of which Renan speaks, will soon be clearly perceptible, 

On this straggle between the Liberal and Clerical parties the fate of the Mejlia 
obviously depends. ‘The Suh and his reactionary courtiers are powerless to. stay the 
embly in its course as long as the Clerical party remains bound to its chariot 

rals know that they cannot, for a few years at any rate, attack the © 
‘They haye therefore made large concessions to the Clericals and affect an 
erated respect for the body of Ulema, ‘The chiuse above referred to was, in this 
spirit of conciliation, voted by the Assembly, inspite of the determined opposition of the 
‘Tubreez Deputies, headed by Tazhizwich and Mirza Fazlali Agha. As events turned 
out, it almost looked like an act of great political sagicity, for it eut the ground. from 
Sheikh Fazlullah's feet, when, bribed by the Government, he bexan his ew ypaign 
against the Mejlis, and declared its members infidels. Once the Liberals have got hold 
of the power, it may be taken for granted that this retrograde clause will remain in 
perpetual abeyance, 
isto be feared thata considerable number of the Deputies are half-hearted in the 
cause they have espoused. Many of them ate connected with the Government by ties 
o! relationship, by interest, by long association with the official classes, Many. are 
moved almost entirely by personal ambition or petty spites, But there is a leaven of 
honest, unselfish men, who are really actuated by'a sincere desire to work wut. the 
salvation of their country, To this class the ‘Tabreez Deputies belong to a man, ‘These 
‘nen would! seem to he of the stuf of which true democrats are made, ‘They do not take 
their orders from foreign Representatives or frequent the anti-chambers of Ministers and 
courtiers. Even their language is that of free men, stripped of the empty compliments 
and fulsome flattery so dear to the race. ‘They are imbued with advanced, Liberal, 
leas, ‘which they have perhaps Icarnt from Russia, and they are, strange’ to say, 
Apparently incorruptible, It may be mentioned that they are'on bad terms with the 
Mujteheds, whiose authority they are continually disputing. ‘There van be no doubt 
that their sturdy independence and their obvious sincerity are producing aigront effect 
on the people, who are beginumg to look up to them as their natural leaders, It is 
curious to listen to Persians discussing the proccedings of the Mejlis, and to hear, for 
their admiring comments on some speech of Taghizadeh. “Bahl Baht 
Shirast 1” (“ Heisa lion 1”) and similarnative expressions of admiration are continually on 
their lips in connection with this popular hero, ‘These men are the only disinterested 
frientls of the people, whose good they are seeking with sinle-hearted devotion, 
tis not intended, hy the foregoing remarks, to make out a ease for the Mejlis, or 
to suggest any inference as to its chances of success. ‘The Assembly may, or may noty 
fail in its Herculean task, “The race is not always for the swift nor the battle for the 
Strong. Cireumstanees, over which it hits no’ control, may effect. its temporary 
downfall, Interual dissensions, treachery, or even its own blunders, muy bring abou 
dissolution. But the fact remains that, at present, the National Assembly is far 
from being the contemptible Hiody which hostile foreign judgments might lend “one to 
Suppose. “The tone of its debates has vastly improved : a certain newly-found sense of 
responsability is to be remarked among the Deputies, As regards absence of 
disorder, it is superior to the majority of European Assemblies, and even compares 
favourably in this respect with the Mother of Parliaments, Any one who is inclined to 
doubt this would do well to study the debate in whieh the disinissil of the Minister of 
War was voted. ‘The Naib-es-Saltaneh is probably the best huted man in Persia, and 
tuany bard, bitter, things were said of hits in the course of this debate, but nothing 
Which passed the limits of Parliamentary invective, After a dignified discussion, the 
Assembly voted, by an overwhelming mijority, the dismissal of the Shau’s uncle, and 
then passed ealmly to the order of the day,” What a difference from the disorderly 
Seenes on the occasion of M. Naus’ dismissal! ‘There is no doubt much ignorance and 
(as21) 26 
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inexperience, which form an easy subject of mockery. ‘There is still the same 
characteristic lack of finality in the discussions, the same irrelevant digressions, as in 
the first days of its existence, But more practical work is done in Committess and 
eltewhiere than would appear from the reports of the debates. Every day the Deputies 
He gaining in experience, and, in spite of the consistent obstruction of the Government, 
have already effected xeveral important reforms, It should he remembered, moreover, 
that all this has been done in spite of the determined opposition of the Government, the 
Hostility of foreign interests, and the most deplorable financial situation which a country 
has ‘ever had to tice, The National Assembly would seem, therefore, to mort 
sympathetic consideration in its present labours, which, whatever may be their immediate 
Tesults, can searcely fail to leave a lasting impression on the national character, 


Gulahek, July 12, 107. 





[26035] No. 141, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewed August 6.) 
(No. 148,) ae 5 : 

Sir, Gulakek, July 16, 1907. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 193. of the 18th ultimo on the subject of 
Howlch, T have the honour to state that, having received a formal and 
in the Shah's name from the Atabeg and the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs that the Salar safo, and that he should have a fair trinl, I 
ad Mis inshah to arrange for his surrender into the 
n whose good faith I have every confidence, 
ig been in open rebellion, and having caused 
and there was consequently no justification in according him 
protection heyond the stipulation for a fair trial, and for his personal safety, which T 
had already obtained, ‘Phe Salar was taken charge of by the Governor, and is now 
ny under escort to ‘Tehran, His Majesty's Consul offered, by my instructions, 

to send someono with him to guarantee his safety, but this the Salar declined, 

Tinclose a Memorandum ‘by Mr. Churchill on the subject of a case of hast” 


pbich has recently ocourrud atthe Russian Legation, and which olfers somo interesting 
features, 


T have, &, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


P.S——Tho Salareil-Dowloh arrived on the 16th instant, and proceeded direct to 
the Atabeg's house, where he At the Salar’s request I aidressed a formal 
communication to the Atabox, ve him of the assurance as to the Salar’s safety 
which T had received from his Hii 


. §-R. 


Tnelosure in No, 141, 
Memorandum by Mrs Churchill. 


ME Malek-et-'tn) romembered, was impeached before the National 
Assombly at the beg connection with a glaring case of fraudulent 
Company promoting, . y charged with having illeally sold to a 
Russian subject a concession which he had ‘acquired for a road from Ardebil to, Astara: 
fle concession contained a clause prohibiting him from ceding it toany forcign subject, 
but the transfer was nevertheless: registered sand legalized at the Russian Lesation, 
A Committeo of the House investigated the chats of the Crown, and 
found the aecused guilty. A number of emissari Ministry of Justice, now 
under I ‘arma, who is said to have a long-standing personal account 
to settle with the Malek-ot-Lujjar, were sent to arrest. the accused at dawn on the 
Sth July. te treated his captors in his usual brazen fashion, and declared that he 
had nothing to fear from a full investigation of the charges, and was confident of bel 
able to prove his entire inne 

A mounted eseort was conducting the prisoner, who rode one of his own horses, 
from his:country louse to the Courts of Justice in town, when, at one of the approaches 
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of the Russian Legation, opposite Gulalick, the prisoner dug his heels into his horse's 
sides and made a dash for the Russian Legation. He was hotly pursued by his escort, 
some of whom fired their revolvers, but missed him and hit some buildings in the 
Legation instead. His horse was a good one, and lie managed to gallop into 
the Legation grounds and to reach the house of the Oriental Secretary, where ho 
threw himself to the ground, and his captors, two of whom had followed close at. his 
horee’s heels, attacked him with their swords, ‘The Oriental Secrotary rushed out in 
his night-shirt and rescued the refugee, but received a slight sword-cut on the and 
in the mélée, With some difficulty, and with the aid of his servants, the Oriental 
Secretary succeeded in disarming the intruders and placing them under arrest in. the 
Legation, while the Malek-ct/Pujjar was given a suitable lodging, ‘Tho Russian 
Minister immediately addressed the Persian Government in strong terms concoming 
the unwarranted intrusion of the officials of the Ministry of Justice into the precinete 
of the Legation—an act quite contrary to express ‘Treaty stipulations and demanded 
the immediate punishment of the offenders in tlie presence of a member of the 
Lagation, as well aa an olliiat apology by the Minister of Justice in full uniform, 
Both these stipulations were promptly carried out, the latter on the 14th instant, nino 
days after the incident, 

‘The Russian Legation farther demands thatall further trial of the accused should 
be held in the presence of a member of the Legation staff, who will conduct tho 
accused to the Courts of Justice, and then bring him back to the Legation, ‘he two 
notes from the Russian Legation to the Foreign Minister, making theso demands, wore 
sent to the Assembly by the latter, and eopies are also in our possession, 

At the public sitting of the 14th instant some of the members of the National 
Assembly strongly criticised the Russian Logation for supporting the Malek-et-ujjar, 
and contrasted their action in this matter to that of His Majesty's Legation inthe 
case of the Salar-ed-Dowleh, who, they point. out, was immediately handed over to 
the Persian Government without demur, They say that the guilt of the Mal 
‘Tajjar is no less glaring than that of the Salar, and one momber remarker 
explanation, tat the Ttustians were obliged to protect lim because he liad sold them 
the Andebil-Astara road. ‘The President, however, promptly reprimanded the Deputy 
who made these remarks, and deprecated tho calling into question of the actions of 


foreign Representatives. 
(Signed) G. P. OHURCHILL, 
Gulahek, July 16, 1907. 





(26036) No, 142, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received August 6.) 
(No, 149.) 
Sin, Gulatek, July 15, 1907, 
ILE Persian Transport Company, in the letter which formed the inelosure in your 
despatch, demur to the suggestion that friction exists between their local agents and 
the Bakhtiari Khans, As Captain Lorimer's remarks on this subject appear to have 
been misunderstood by the Company, I take this opportunity. of forwarding a 
Memorandum with hich he lias furnished me, whieht will, L tous, somors any 
misapprehensions that may haye arisen on this head, 
‘The Company go on to state that, in their belief, the only causes of dissatisfaction 
ed by the Khans are:— 


1. The presentation of the bill for the construction of the road; and 
2. The pressure brought to bear upon them to keep it in repair. 


‘The first. grievance they suggest may be removed by the ruyment on belilf of 
the British and Indian Governments of a portion of the original cost; the second by 
nd upkeep of the road, and providing 

should, under instructions from the 

as well as the general arrangements and 


With regard to the first suggestion, I bes to draw your attention to the proposals 
put forward in my despatch No, 152 of the 16th instant relative to the presentation to {he 
Khans of Messrs, Lynch’s bill on account of cost of construction, We. here appears 
to be at present no reason to suppose that the Khaus live any intenten of 
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Tepudiating their obligations in this matter—indeed, one of them, the Salar Arfa, 
recently inquired privately of Captain Lorimer how the account stood—and until 
there is any definite repudiation of the deht, any discussion as to whether the British 
or Indian Governments are prepared to indemnify the Company seems to me 
premature and unnecessary. 

It should also be borne in mind that ent of the Khans refusing payment 

t may be hnd to the Persian Government, who, by a Declaration of the 19th 

1897, made themselves responsible for the edllection and payment of the 
monies due from the Khans in respect of interest and instalments of capital (see 
Mn ©. Hardingo’s despatch No. 34 of the 28th February, 1898, Tnclosure 8, to 
Lord Salisbury) 

With regard to the second proposal for the assumption of the repairs and upkeop 
of the road by the Persian Transport Company—whether the management of the 
road be thereby involved or not—I venture to express the opinion that for His 
Majesty's Legation, or its Representative, to urge such a proposal on the Chicts 
would, so far from securing the object i ble to strain the relations 
between the two parties, the cordiality of which is as essential to the Company’s 
interests as to those of Mis Majesty's Government. ‘This does not, of course, preclude 
tho opening of direct nexotiations between the Company's agents and the Khans, 
‘The matter is ‘one which primarily affects the Company's interests, and though His 
Majesty's Logation would always. adopt « symps attitude, 

tial that, the ini should rest with the Compa 
should in no way be involved should the negotiations 

As regards the feasibility of this suggestion, I have every reason to anticipate 
that it would not be viewed at all favourably by the Khans. In spite of the 
Company's assertion that the Chiefs are not averse from the extension of foreign 
influence in their country, Lam of opinio vantages gained 
improved condition of the road would be Ia unterbilanced by a multiplication 

possible sources of friction between the Company's agents and the islans, 

complicition of Messrs, Lynch's accounts with them, and consequent increase in. th 

diticulty of obtaining their settlement, T do not maintain that these are insuperable 

in the way of the a ient proposed by the Company, but they should, 

i my opinion, he borne in mind should the Company decide to open negotiations 
with the Kans, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Thelosure in No. 142, 
Memorandum by Captain Lorimer. 


TW is stated by the Company that it has ted in the correspondence 
received from the Forcizn Office that untriendly feeling exists between the Klans and 
its local agents at Ahwaz, and it is asked that the Vice-Consul should “report the 
grounds for his sug 

T would hes ta reply, that Fam nnaware that T have 
ever made any reference to the relations. between. the’ Company’ 

Khans. As far as T have seen, the relations existing between these parties are all that 
could he desired. 

‘Nhe Khang’ ill-will is directed against the Company, or, to be more precise, against 
the Directors of the Company which effected the construction of the road, At least, 
they always themselves describe it as being so; and they attribute it to their cone 
viction thit those directing the poliey of that Company were always trying to get the 
Detter of them in pecuniary matters Telating to the vuction and maintenance of 
the read, Whenever T have taken occasion to refer to the ill-will 
Messrs, Lyneh Brothers by the Ili 
was in any way justified; L have merely existence as an unquestionable 
which profoundly atfects the choice of methods to he adopted in seeking the solution 
of tho various questions whieh arise, 

I can certainly not be accused of havin 


1s whitewashed the characters of the 
Kiuns at the expense of Messrs. Lynch Brothers. 


nz 


T would reiterate in favour of the local agents at Ahwaz that I have no knowledge 
that the limited relations which they haye had with the Khans since my appointment 
to that post have been other than friendly and satisfactory, and that no complaints 
have been made to me by the Khans against them, 


(Signed) D. L. LORIMER, 





[26037] No. 143. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August (.) 
(No. 150.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 16, 1907. 

WITH reference to your despatch No, 102, I have the honour to report that 
Tsaw Mr. Kitabji on the 29th ultimo, and gave him general instructions in tho sense 
indicated in Mr. Preece’s letter of the 8rd Jun: 

T think Mr. Preece has placed a construction which it was not intended to earry 
upon the opinion expressed in my despatch No, 91 of the 2Gih April Inst, that tho 

tance of the Legation should only be invoked as last resort, 

Nothing was further from my thoughts than that His Majesty's Legation should 
withdraw its interest and attention from the affaits of the oil Syndicate, to the 
importance of which Tam fully alive. My point was rather that direct negotiation 
hetween myself and the parties concerned should only be resorted to when all attempts 
to arrive af a settlement through the usual channels had failed, 

‘The Bakhtiari Khans have been given plainly to understand that: any representa 
tions made to them by Captain Lorimer—the. prineipal intermediary in these 

egotintions—are made with the full support and approval of this Legation, and 
in view of this fact I fecl convinced that Mr, Preece will share my view that the 
cffieacity of the Legation’s direct intervention cannot but be diminished by its too 
frequent vse. 

I beg to add that I am carefully watching Mr. Kitabji, and that if T am of 


opinion that his services aro not of a value commensurate to the expenditure incurred, 
Twill not fail to inform you, 

Tam, of course, always happy to recive direct communications from Mr, Pree 
with whom Tam well acquaint 


T have, & 
(Signed) OIL SPRING-RICE, 





(26038) No. Lit. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey, —(Received Auyust 6. 
(No. 151.) if ibe ae 
Sir, 

I VENTURE to express the op 
ion from Sir H. D. Wolf 


however, 


The 


by 
ns on the dangers 


‘onnaire and tho 
i Government, 
Ling the concession 
Majesty's Govern- 
npt to declare the 
ion invalid on these grounds. ‘The point is a minor ono, and i 


2 ly 
Taised would probably not be very serious : it remains to be scon hiow far Mrs K 
influence with the Atabek will prove equal to compassing its removal, 


tre this view, and would be prepared to resist a 





us 


Twould further point out that the statement that the concessionaire was bound by 
the torms of the Agreement to begin remunerative work within two years of the grant of 
the concession is not in accordance with tho text of that instrument. The stipulation 
tthe Company to be formed within that period to exploit the concession 
XVID), a copy of its Statutes was to be depo h the Persian Government, 
after notifie: formation through the Imperial Commi: nd 20,0001. wa 
to be paid to that Goverment, and an additionol 20,000/ in paid-up shai 
and X), 
Tam unable 


(See Sir despatch 

The subject is, after ie that primarily 

alfets the Syndicate, and perhaps iv might he advisable to obtain @ definite statement 

from thom as to what steps have been taken to comply with the terms of the concession 

in this respect, upon receipt of which, if neces: ‘il opinion might be invited as 

40 wwhetlor the Persian Cove y technical ground for cancelling the 
concession, 

Thave, § 
(Signed) CIL SPRING-RICE. 





(26039) No. 145, 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received Auguat 6.) 
No. 152, 
settee Gulakek, July 16, 1907 
st, and after consultation 
at Ahwaz, whom I was autliorized to summon hore for 
o. 77 of the 20th June, I beg to submit the following 


| TITAVE received your despatch No, 93 of the 20th 
with His Majesty's V 
the purpose hy you 
observations: 


Ceoneur,on onoral grounds, in the advisability of endeavouring to secure an 
udjustment of such of the outstanding elaims of Messrs. Lynch against the Bakhtiari 
Khansas have received the appr Majesty's Government, and there would 
ape to be no objection to presenting these claims at the earliest opportunity, 

Tn viow of the fuet that the Khans have now opened an account at the Imperial 
Bank of Persia at Ispahan, and that they are habit of transacting all their 
Inonotary affairs at that place, T venture to suggest that the Persian ‘Transport 
Company Ve approached with & view to asce er they insist on the right 
they possess in virtue of Article TI, paragraph 3 of the Agreement of the 3rd March, 
18H, to teecive payment of interest ant instalments of capital at: Ahwaz; a pro- 
ceeding which is a source of inconvenience to the Khans. and regarding w 
Persian ‘Transport Company might conceivably be prepared to make a cone 

The Porsian Transport Company forward three separate wecounts, namely + 


(a.) For expenses incurred for inspection and repairs of two bridges on the 
Bakhtiari road between Sliwax and Ispahan, 

Th this account [observe that the’ Company. claims interest on. these un 
aveouits f 12 percent, In the absence of 1 arrangement, there 
‘would seom to be no reason why the Company should claim a higher rate of interest 
Uhan that fixed inthe Agreement (Article 2) for the original cost of construction. I 
would therefore suggest that in presenting this claim to the Khans the interest should 
be calentated te of percent 

mitiipato considerable difficulty: in obtaining the Khans’ acceptaure of the 

charges for repairing and painting the bridges in 104, which, it will he observed, 
revel a much higher figure thin the similar accounts for I 5; 

Japse of time it is somowhat difficnlt to criticize the items of expendi MM, more 

espeeially as no a to have been returned to the Persian. Transport 

+ inclosed in Lord Lansdowne's despatch. to 

cember, 1905, T coneur in in Lorimer’s 

opinion that no reasonable exeeption can be taken to the several items of the account, 

with the possible exception of the expenses of Mr. Barlow's journey to Chakhor, and 

Taecordingly feel inclined to accept this anid urge its: payment on the Khans, 

but I should not feel justified in requiring them to pay interest on this Dill, in view of 
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the fact that it has never been presented to them. I trust this proposal will meet 
with your approval. 

(1.) Account for instalments and interest due from the Bakhtiari Chiefs on 3,000, 
up to the 3rd Marchi, 1907. 

Te will be your recollection that on. three oce is Majesty's Govern- 

declared their inability to press this claim on the Khans, on the general 
ground that the expenditure of the 3,000/. referred to, over and above the estimated 
cost of construction, was incurred in direct. contravention of the undertakings of 
Messrs. Lynch, (Sco Foreign, Office to Euphrates and ‘Tigris Steam Navigution 
Company of the 10th May, 1903, and the 12th February, 1901; Lord Lansdovae vo 
N Dull, No. 156 of the 13th December, 1904, and seo also Sir A. Hardinge 
to Lord Lansdowne, No. $8 of the 30th May, 190) 

Jam not aware that. the views of His Majesty's Government have und ryone any 
modification in this respect, and Ido not therofore propose to present this elaine 

(¢) Account showing amounts due for instalments and interest from the Bakhtiari 
Chiefs up to the 3rd March, 1907. 

{twill be observed that this account is in sterling, whereas the previous account 
fout in to the Khans on the 6th April, 1904, was calculated in Persian currency, on tho 
basis of a total capital indebtedness of 30,000 tomans, it having heen agreed that, thig 
sum should be regarded as tho equivalent of 5,500!, seo no reason for altering the 
tna basis as accepted in Lord Lansdowne’s telegram to Sit A. Hardinge, No, 1b, of 
the 23rd February, 1904, and therefore propose to adhere to that basic. 

T would further point out that: Messrs. Lynch in this statemout of account again 
aim interest on arrears at the rate of 12 per cont, although it was categorically iaid 
down in a letter from your Department to the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation 
Fompany of the Léth May, 1903, that His Majesty's Government. were unable torpress 
for interest on arrears at w higher rate than that mentioned in the eontraet, 


hi viow of these considerations, I propose to present officially to the Khans claims 
(@) and (6), with the modifications which T have outlined above. “Should thiscomoe nee 
rect with your approval, I box to be furnished with your instructions on tho subject 
by telegraph in onder to avoid unnecessary delay, 

Tshuall supply Captain Lorimer with’ a copy of the claims in the form in which 

ure presented to the Chiofs, and he will bo instructed to conduct auch nogotintions 

th them as may become necessary on his return to the Bakliiat! country, 
Thave, &o, 
(Signed) IL SPRING-RICE, 





(26041) No. 146, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edieard Grey.—(Receired August 6,) 


(No. 154.) 


Sir, 


, nominally as security fora loan, 

the shortest road from the Caspian, to the capital, and. its gure 

fe wgkarded 25 an act of treason, “Ho is Minister of ‘Telexraphs, although fore time 
he was sont (it was said at the suggestion of Russia) to Reshtas Govern, fe aie 
uence of his proceedings there he was recalled. by demand of the Majlis, On his setmey 
ES tendered himself obnoxious to this Legation by bexinsing disse x operations near the 
fanat which supplies Gulahck with water, and on being femanteted with, declared 
ital, a8 a resident in Zerguendeh, he was under Iussiaty protectivn, ond noted by the 
Advice of the Russian Legation, 

incidare Russian Minister, to whom I referred the matter, denied all knowledge of the 
{gitent. | Uhave heen obliged, iowever, to negotiate on this subject. with tee Sepahdar 
through the Russian Dragoman, 





During his absence in Resht the affairs of the Telegraph Department were in the 
hands of his friend the Sardar Mansur, who was on one occasion protected by Sir A. 
Turdinge against the exactions of the Ain-ed-Dowleh, and is not unfriendly to England, 
He hus, asassistaut, a Persian gentleman with whom Mr. Churchill is on intimate terms, 
From the above authorities and from Mr. Barker, the Director of the Indo-uropean 
‘Velegraph Department, I derive the following information -— 

In the spring of the present year orders were given by the Persian ‘Telegraph 
Department for the construction of a telegraph line from Nasratabad to Robat, and 
Mr, Barker was unofficially sounded as to the probable cost of iron telegraph poles for 
that purpose. There is a {store of such poles at Robat which, however, with carriages, 
would be more cosily than wooden poles, although the latter are aot obtainable in that 
neighbourhood, 

Tn pursuance of the policy which I have been instructed to follow, I mentioned the 

was heard of the matter until the 


i 
communi p so for the conti 
Scistan line to Kub-i-Melik Siah, ‘This lntter line, as you are aware, 

pied last winter by the Russians during the negotiations with England, the Persian 
Ofticinl who opposed the occupation having been disgraced and removed, and since that 
‘occupation Fhiave frequently. received complaints from our Consular Representatives as 
{o the mamner in which the Russians haye used their control of the line. My Persian 
informants are loud in their compluiifts. ‘They say that the Russian officials behave as 
if the whole line were their private property. No one is allowed to use it without their 
consent} any sign of independence by Versian officials is rigorously punished. In 
illustration I beg to transmit an extract drawn up by Mr, Vansittart from the latest 

ular reports, 

‘Phe Persian official who is charged with the general administration of the line, 
acting by instructions of his chief, hus recently requested the British officials to give 
their assistance in setting up a second wire to Shabrud, and has also again asked for 
information ay to the cost of the telegraph posts at Robat. He added that orders had 
heen given for the new constructions by the Minister, although “he had no idea where 
the money was to come from,’ 

I have since learned that in all probability the money comes from the Russi 
Bank which has alrendy made very considerable advances to the Sepahdar and. which 
exercises, control over him by its protection of his mortgaged property. You will no 
doubt remember that the Russian Bink also offered an advance to the Hashmat-ul-Mulk 
to secure the Covernorship of Kain in addition to Seistan, ‘This Intter arrangement 
was mide (as is now publicly’ stated), through Sheikh Fazlallah, who is at present 
dishursing Ire suns in order to promote agitation against the Majlis, and who derives 
tliose funtis, according to general belief, from Russian sources. 

You will observe that the result of the Arrangement, if earried out, will be that Russia. 
will possess hier own fine vid Shalirud to Russia, and also from Shahrud, vid Astrabad, 
to Meshed, so that there will be no object in obtaining coutrol of the Meshed~ehran 
line, as off y His Majesty's Government, Another and_more serious result will he 
tia the M is now uupation, and used as a poerful 
instrument in promoting Russian interests, will be continued to Kuh-ieMalik Siah, and 
presumably will he submitted throughout its entire length to the same infiuences, on the 
same grounds, namely, that the money will have heen supplied by Russia, 

‘Whe request for information ag to the price of the Robat poles is probably due to 

‘ed by the Minister to construct as chicaply as possible, and in the 


according to its own judgment. 

of the original request as ¢o the telegraph poles at Robat, 1 informed 
your Department, and have since been instructed to make an offer to the Persian 
Government that the line should be constructed for them by the Indian ‘Telegraph 
Department on the some terms as the Henjam—Bunder Abbas line. Knowing (as I then 
did) that such an offer would be violently opposed by the Russian Legation and would 
be regarded as-a breach of the status yuo, I requested instructions as to whether 1 should 
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roceed with the ne 
een obtained. 
You have informed me to-day that you « 
< ed me ¢ you “prefer not to approach the Russi 
action for the present,” and have so informed my Russian colleague in a private nove 
shich I have the honour to transmit herewith. ‘I have at the same tine informed 
Mr. Barker that he had better make an evasive reply if again approached in the matter 
In conclusion, I venture to suggest that, by the time the Aureement is arrived a4 
the Rusion Foreign Office may be confronted with a fait accompli inthe form of « 
Russian-owned telegraph line to tl : is which i 
pias te he south-east border of Scistan, which it may. be 
The fait accompli in question would be of the following niature :-— 


‘There are three wires which reach Kuh-ieMalik Siah Ziarat, which is 12 miles fr 
| and 6 miles from the frontier. At this point the Perslun wire termination sata 
reserved for English use are eartied on across the frontier, ‘Phe project is to 
eet Nasratabad with Kuhei- Malik Sinh Ziarat by a line constructed at the expense of 
Russia, giving Russa, according to the precedent of the Meshed-Seistan ling, the right-of 
control. A Russian telegraph official would be posted at Ziarat, who could. prevent, 
ges from being delivered from Seistan and tap all through messages by the two 
nglish wires. ‘There would be no direct communication hetween India andl Sesteg 
exeipt at the will of the Russian Agent, and Russian officials would have the right to 


yatrol the whol Sci i i 
ot a He eles of Scistan as far as the Baluchistan border, Tinclose a plan 


‘gotiations before the concurrence of the Russian Government had 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECLIL SPRING-RICE, 
S.—1 have just been informed from an impartial and authoritative source 
ju un it 10 ce that the 
is alee has just made an advance (within the last week) of a stim of 60,0001, to 


©. 8-R, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 146, 


Instances of Russian Interference with the Meshed=Seistan Telegraph 
frst fortnight of June 1907. 


Line during the 


ON the Sth June telextaphie communication hetween i 

: \ pie eon ion between arhat:i-Haideri and 3 

was interrupted for seven hous the fault being apparently at. Katy the hedenaa eae 
the Russian Inspector, ‘The Persian telegraphist was quite impotent, He ix nol even 
allowed to send out a linesman without the permission of tho Russian signaller, ‘The 


latter lives 2 miles out of Bir; arrangemes jost_ inconvenien 
rjand ; gement is mi 
if venient, and the 


On the 13th June Major Kenni ypical inst i 
wich te Russians make. hein Pore fae on Ie EST SE OLIN 
telegraphist, Sathang Habibulla, recently made himself obnoxi e Russi 

by opposing the Russian intention of balling separate office for Nstualyeranesaete 
ail ‘by protesting against their habitual use of the line without payment, He was 
accordingly “relieved,” and went to Neh, where he owned some land. ‘Thence he was 
mmoned to Meshed by the Minister of ‘Velegraphs (Sepahdar, the Russian homme de 
paille), who informed him that he was to leave Neh at once as the Russian Leg AG 
had protested against his presence there on the ground of his being Anglophile.. ‘The 
iyukression produced by this is shown by the fact that it is now currently reported in the 
ct = fae xe sere Sart at Birjand will meet with the same lot as he is said to, 
These statements are confirmed by those of the Assistant Direct 


Telegraph Department. BES eee 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 146. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to M, de Hartwig. et 

aD : oe 

ADMINISTRATION Telégraphiqne Persane a presenti VAdministratio 

Anglaise en yue de Vachat de poteaux pour ln construction d’une ligne télégraphique de 

Kuth-icMalik Siah jusqu’d Nasratabad, Mon Gouvernement e quiil vaut mieux 

attendre pour faire quoi que ce soit dans cette affaire que les négociations entre nos 
deux Gouvernements soient, conclues. 


[26042] No, 147, 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 6.) 
see. Gulakek, July 16, 1907. 
"T BEG to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your despatch No, 106 neosng 
copy of a draft Agreement with Russia on the subject of Persia, : 

TY swpidiniy | ont from the purely focaliand: Persian point of viow, 1 yenare to 
think that the todifeations now. introduced into the Convention would certainly 
vontibute to allay the poplar suspicions which might be eaused by the Agreement 
1 would venture. to remark ovever, that these, suspicions, with thei, politi 
conseqiones will no doubt have to be reckonel with, however unreasonable. Tt i 
belive hore that there are but two foreign countries with whom Persia has seriously 
to deal, and that the withdrawal of one from a part of Persia necessarily implies the 
surrender of that part to the other ‘This impression might perhaps receive some 
confirniation from the use of the expression “spheres of interest” in Article V. ( 

With regard to the military anpeets of the proposed Agreement from the local 
point of views, I have the honour to inclose # Memorandum prepared by Colonel 
De ean in nests toermamerarrli accu to the manner in whieh, 
voninaly Persian undereking, lke the Senta telegraph line, ean ie controlled by 

Russia through money advances from a private bank to the ofcials concerned, hy 
Paine infuenees, or By othor clandestine tion, This cannot of course be prevent 
bya written Agreement, the practical value of which will necessarily depend on te spiri 
ink whieh it is curred out, 

Thave, &¢. 7 
(Signed) CKOIL SPRING-RIVE. 


Inclosure in No, 147, 


Memorandum by Colonel Douglas on the Situation in Persia as modified by the pr 
Anglo-Russian agreement. 


1M has for long been held by many who have made a study of the political situatio 
inthe Nene Bast that the nmin uldinte object of Russian poliey in Persia was to secure 
4 port in the south, expabte of being Nike! up with the general railway system of her 
Empire, A port inside the Persian Gulf would have the great disadvantage that, in 
case of war with England, the fleet of the latter Power could block the narrow entrance 
to those waters at the Straits of Hormuz, and so render is practically: useless, and 
this among other considerations indicated Charbar as the port which Russia was bent on 

iting, : 
SO oii ROmIAnN polaU sEeriGr the alvaataeonoe such a scheme are obvious. A 
fortified naval base on the Arabian Sea would give a coaling and refitting station for her 
fleet on its way to tho Far Bast, and its position on the flank of the main line of com. 
munication between England and India would, in ease of war, be a standing menace to 
yan woul epormotaly.ierease the duties nnd) renpoualities of ‘our navy. 
railway running from the neighbourhood of Meshed through the ill-defined borderlan 
between Persia and Mfishanistan, guarded as it doubtless woul be by Russian troops, 
ninst lead to constant collisions between the latter and the turbulent subjects of the 
Ameer, and would furnish Russia with additional pretexts for interfering in the 
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afiaits of Afghanistan and increasing her influence in that country, Tor geographical 
and financial, if for no other reasons, it would pass through Scistan, giving Russia the 
power to oceupy that important strategical point at will, and from there {0 the sea it 
would run within easy striking distance of our Baluch border. In a word, it would 
place Russia in a position of such enormous strategical value vis-a-vis India, and would 
increase to such an extent her power of bringing pressure to bear on the British 
Government by threatening that part of our Eimpire, that it must entail a very: large 
inerease to the garrison of India and the military forees of the Crown generally, 

For the above reasons alone it seemed only vatural that Russia should harbour 
soine such design. “Her action of recent years in conncetion with quarantine on the 
Afghan frontier ; the establishment of a Consulate and active political agency and of a 
branch of her bank, in Scistan; the construction for the Persian Government, and 
subsequent practical acquisition of the telegraph line from Meshed {o Seistan, all 
pointed to the conclusion that she did so; and, if further proof were needed, responsible 
Russian officials have admitted that such was the case. 

By the terms of the Agreement now proposed Russia engages “not to seck for 
herself; and not to support in favour of Russian subjects or in favour of the subjects of 
third Powers, any Concessions of ‘a political or commercial nature—such as Cimecssions 
for railways, banks, telegraphs, roads, transport, insurance, &e.—beyond a line goin 
from the Afghan frontier by way of Gazik, Birjand, Kerman, and Binder Abbas: and 
along the frontiers of Afghanistan and Baluchistan ; and not to oppose, divcetly. or 
indireetls, demands for similar Concessions in this region. which are suyported. by the 
British Goverament,” in return for a similar undertaking on the part of Great Britain 
with reference to the part of Persia beyond a line starting from Kasr-i-Shirin, erossinse 
Yeu and Kakh, and ending at a point on the Persian frontier adjoining tho intersection 
of the Russian and Afghan frontiers.” 

As the main object of our policy in Persin is to keep Russia away from the borders 
of our Indian Empire, this Convention may at first sight appear to 6 some way towards 
the attainment of that objects but a close examination of its provisions shows that ite 

¥ as an instrument for this, purpose is at least doubtful, anid that it depends upon 
loyal adherence to the spirit rather than the actual letter of the Agreement, 

‘The motives which have actuated Iussia in agreeing to this Convention are probably 
largely. . ‘The war in the Far Fast and the internal troubles which sucecoied it 
Have constituted « heavy: drain on her Treasury, and the assistiniee of Bizlant in euising 
the loans of which she is in need has become almost a necessity to her, Her ar 
Fequires thoroush reorganization ; the internal situation will entail a large expenditure 
in the near future, and will compel her to concentrate her offorts for some Lime to come 
on the restoration of order; and there ix still much to he done in, imjrovin 

nunications {0 meet the altered circumstances in the Far East, ‘These atwuments 

Well be sufficiently powerful to persuade her to postpone for a time a project 

nded by so many’ difficulties asa railway through astern Persia, aud ono 

tating the allotment of large sums to an enterprise which, at auy rate at Orst, 
Piust prove unremunerative. She may well think it wise, as money lecomes available, 
to first strengthen her position in Northern Persia, where she can devote it to more 
profitable investments, But it is difficult to believe that tle yain which this Convention 
Pings to her is suficient to induce a nation on whose councils w strong iiflnenee always 
tas een, and stil is, exerted hy a powerful military party, to permanently abandon 
Heme so alluring and possessing such manifold. advantages, so Ing. as sho sees any 
Posibility of being able to carry it into execution, 
Whi uldition to such opposition as lad to be overeome locally, or was olfored 
otlier Powers whose interests were menaced, the whole w 
‘as thrown into the scale against hier, Russ 
Gis in Persia, steady though it has been, was necessarily sion, With the opposition of 
Grete Britain withdrawn, there will, unless other factors aise Wo take its plage, be 
Tothing to prevent her from proceeding with the Russitication of Northern Perse nt 
iy pace that may suit her, In this e y, at the expiration of w period whieh, 
{iis be longer or shorter according to circuinstances, iut whieh is uot likely to be more 


Han a few decades, find ourselves confronted with a situation of which the salient points 
will be as follow 


cok, Russian railway will run from Julfa to Tabrovz, and thence v 
Kazvin to Tehran; from the capital 
to Yead, and perhaps Kerman; from 'Tejend, or some other 
Caspian Railvay between Askhabad and Mery, alive will go to Saraki at {rom thong 


injan and 
ther line will pass through Kum and Kashan 
tion on the ‘Trans. 
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down the left bank of the Hari Rud to Zulfikar, with a branch to Meshed. ‘The next 
step will be to continue this latter line to the neighbourhood of Birjand. It is true that 
we do not bind ourselves not to oppose such @ prolongation, but we give Russia the 
means of so strengthening her position at the capital that any opposition we can offer 
will in all probability prove ineffectual, 

Tf in the meantime we content ourselves with keepin Russia away from our frontier, 
without taking any steps’ to consolidate our own position in that region, we shall have 
a Russian terminus within 200 miles of the centre of Seistan, while our outposts are 
still much further distant; and, with railways already at Kerman and Birjand 
should find it diffieult to oppose the extension of one or both into Seistan, 
well be argued that such an extension was a necessity to Persia on economic grounds, 
and there is nothing in the Agreement which would preclude Russia from exerting 
pressure to obtain the Concession fora Persian, or nominally Persian, Syndicate, Her 
objections to the mention of foreign enterprise in the draft Convention would suggest 

1 as unwilling to give up the power of using it for her purposes. 

If this is to be the outcome of the Agreement, it can hardly be said to improve the 
strategical position as rewards Indias for, with Ru ‘at Birjand and Kerman, 
it may already be too late for us to take the only effectual means in our power of 
forostiallin: her in Seistan, by extending our Nushki Railway to the frontier, 

‘The other course open to us is to recognize at once—as sooner or latter it seems 
we shall be bound to do—that Scistan must eventually be included within the defences 
of Indin, and on the fist signs of the extension of a Russian railway into Khorassan, to 
commeet iv by rail with Nushki and perhaps with the sea, thereby placing ourselves in a 
much stronger position. It is true that if other lines were completed to Birjand. or 
Kerman, we might still find it difficult to prevent their eventual conneetion with Seistan, 
Int by showing Russia plainly that we were prepared to occupy that point ourselves 
rather tan allow: lor to do 80, we should render her less anaigva to spend money on a 
line from the north, which, however useful to lier strategically, would in peace time serve 
largely asa medi he advancement of British trade. 

Thut it this is to be the decision forced upon us by the events of the near future, we 
should still seem to have gained little by the Agreement in so far as it affects ‘the 

jeul situation, for no Russian opposition ean prevent our building a railway to the 
Persian frontion if and when we consider it expedient to do so, As the matter stands 
much one of present urg a 
finure continge Our railway at Nushki is 
and there is nio need f 


to the commencement of sirite; 
dénottment, 

As Tehran itself falls well within the Russian spiiere of influence, the effect of this 
tunist be to greatly: increase the power of Russia to bring pressure on the Government of 
Persia, and ve shall presumably raise no objections to the grant of loans in return for 
political advantages, ‘This must result in’ an enormous increase of Russian, to the 
detriment of British, influence at the capital, 

‘he two forces which miay still oppose the absorption of the country by her nort 
neighbour are, firstly, popular sentiment as represented by the National Assembly ; 
secondly, other Powers who may consider that their interests are menaced. The movor 
tment which resulted a year ago in the formation of the National Assembly is still in 
infaney, and amounts to little more than a protest against continued misgovernmen 

which it has as vet provided no efficient remedy ; nor is the issue of its struggle wit 
the powers of reaction at all certain, ‘The whote tendency of the movement, however, 
so tar as the foreign polities of the country are concerned, is to put a stop to the sale of 
jolitieal Concessions, to exelude foreign influence as far as possible, and to encouras 
the development of the country with Persian ea, As this policy, if suceesstul, would 
create a formidable obstacle to the execution of the Russian programme, we may be sure 
that the whole of her action will be directed in the future, as it is at present, to the 
suppression of the popular movement. 

he only other Povers who claim any interest in the northern half of Persia are 
‘Murkey and perhaps Germany. Turkey is concerned only with the part of the country 
contiguous to her frontier, and is not likely to raise objections to any Russian under- 
takings which do not place her at a strategical disadvantage ; she has, in fact, already 
Aiscounted tlie effect of Russian action by practically securing @ rearrangement of tle 
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frontier line to her own advantage. Germany, who has recently been displaying 

eousiderable political activity in Tehran, is interested mainly in the line Khanikin. 

Kermanshah—Tehran, along which she doubtless hopes to find an outlet tor the 
iandize which her railway will eventually bring to Bagdad. It would be eaay for 

Russia to come to an agreement with Germany on tle basis of withdrawing her opposi- 

tion to the Bagdad Railway, allowing a junction between the German and Russian 

systems at Kast-i-Shirin, and abandoning Southern Persia to Germany, who would thus 
at the expense of England, 

As regards the part of Persia which does not come within the seope of the Agree- 
ment, and which comprises all that portion of the southern half of the country which 
borders on the Persian Gulf, the position is changed only in so far that Russian 
ascendeney at Tehran will give her an overwhelming advantage in obtaining Concessiona 
for herself, or in blocking foreign enterprise. 


Signed) J. A. DOUGLAS, 
Tehran, July 13, 1907. iene) 





(26044) No. 148. 


Sir C. Spring-Iice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 6.) 


157) 


r Gulahek, July 16, 1907, 


PROM the point of view of the yield of the customs revenue of Southern Porsia, 

I venture to request: your serious attention to the inclosed Memorandum drawn up by 

Ax, Chick, of the Bushire Resideney, pointing out that if the export of opium from Persia 

China is stopped, the loss to the Bushire customs revenue (in export duty) will be 

12,000/,n year. ‘The total yield of the Southern customs in 1905-1906 (according 

tothe Report from the Resident heiewith inclosed) was about 125,000 ‘he charge for 

interest and sinking fund secured on the Southern customs duo on the 14th April, and 

still unpaid, was 38,547/., and the yearly charge for interest on the loans of the 

Bank amount to about 60,0001, ‘Phe cost of collection of the customs 

isa first cliarge, and amounts to an unknown, but considerable sum, Other 

such as the expenditure on quarantine and revenue launches haye also to bo 

y the Southern customs, and before agrocig to any further loan. secured upon 

these revenues it would be as well to insist on an accurate statement of the net yield 
of this revenue available for payment of interest, 

I have, & 


(Signed) COIL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 148, 


Major Cox to Sir ©, Spring-Rice, 
Sin, Bushire, June 23, 1907, 
1 HAVE the honour to forward for your information a brief comparative State- 
nent prepared by His Majesty's Vice-Consul from statistics obtained from the Customs 
\ministration indicating the revenue derived by the Persian Government from the 
customs of the Gulf ports during the years 1905-1906 and 1906-1907 respectively, 
counting from Naorooz, 

As wo are interested in the disposal of the income of the ports of the south, the 
financial progress of the system under the present tariff is necessarily a matter 
of concern to us. 

In reference to the figures now furnished it is gratifying to note that the income 
derived from Bushire has increased by 14,0001. during the past twelve months, On 
the otlier hand, that at Bunder Abbas has decreased by a somewhat similar amount— 
11,0001, ‘The probable reasons for this falling off have heen dealt with by His 
Majesty's Consul in his Trade Report, but I may mention, in passing, that the chief 
heads under which the shrinkage has occurred are tea, shirtings, and iron. It would 
Appear ae gre customs post at Henjam ns not yet began to pay its way. 

1521 
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f ae F ” “ hale 
I should not omit to mention in conclusion that the figures given do not inclu 
aicorgpe Salento pectcd ag veal taseteteex(on eta pave) scsatoetantCateNicg 
hi ;, . 
Teri toony catsthie eter’ ta being foryanted to the (Goverment of Tatia) for 
information, itcectpss 
(Signed) P. Z, COX. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 148, 


Statement showing Duties levied by the Persian Administration at the Custom-houses 
a huni Gulf for the Years March 1905-1906 and 1906-1907. 





Tinporte 





1905-1908, 1906-1907, 





Linga : Crt 
Kharak i 
Dayer 319 
harbor | 408 
Henjam a ‘i 2 
Sank 


Boner Dilan z ? 67 

ea au 
Hert? : iS 71 
Mint ; 28 





35,408 


Muvbire 5 60,488 60,207, 





Grad torat 1W9,a1s 104785 


7 
| 
i 
£ 
Bunvler Abbav : 29,500 
y 
| 








Inclosure 3 in No, 148, 
Memorandum on the Eaport of Opium from Persia to China. 


TIC cultivation of opium in Persia for export is so much more important than 
tho cultivation of tho plant for home consumption, that in, the light of proposed 
logislation, thy possible resultant effect on the commerce of Persia demanils some 
considerati tre e 

so that the opium-growing districts of middle Persia, contring 

round Ispahan, Shiraz, and Kazeran, all towns on the high road to the coast, find an 

outlet for their produce at Bushire; that three-fourths of the total export of opium 

from Bushiro is consigned to China; and that the duties, levied by the Persian 

customs on the export, consti tonths of the total yearly export 

nue realized by the Hovernment at this, one of the principal customs 
stations in Persian tervitor 


Cultivation, Production, and Preparation. 


‘The growth of the plant in the provi patian and Fars, ond Keemaushah, 
depends so largely upon the demand and abroad, especially in China, that 
any restrictive measures imposed by China on the free import of the drag are certain 
to muke themselves acutely felt in the country of production, Further, the soil 
generally from Kazerun to Ispahan is so favourable that the absence of a far more 
‘Widespread cultivation must be attributed to lack of inclination and enterprise, 
Careful though the rearing of the young plants must be, the erops do not relatively vary 
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Shiraz they are ready for picking in the first days of May, in Ispahan fifteen days later, 
and in Kaverun ten days earlier. ‘The treatment. of the raw product vaties with ite 
destination ; thus the United Kingdom, which takes rather less tlian one quarter of 
the amount exported from Bushire, demands that the drug should be pure and 
unadulterated, whilst opium destined for China, a customer to the extent of full threo: 
quarters of the total, is, before packing, treated with linseed and other oil, which is 
well rolled in. Opium exported to China is transhipped at Bombay, and cach caso 
must weigh neither more or less than 140} Ib, net, being made up of 140  kalleh ” ov 
loaves of 100 misealls. ‘The small amount that is exported for consumption in the 
neighbouting coasts is shaped into sticks, as distinct from the loaves of the product 
made up for the China trade, 

Some ten years ago the opium exported was indeed so widely adulterated that 
merchants introduced into every 8 mans (5237 1b.) 1 man (6°54 I) of a seed ealled 
“sunjunde” (similar to linseed), which is very plentiful in the interior of Persia, 
and which was medicated in such ‘a way as to defy detection. ‘Tho prieo per easo wag 
then 250 tomans (50/.), and naturally considerable profit) was mado by the fraudulent 
consigners. In England, where opium is largely required for its tincture, the fraud was 
soon discovered, though the Chinese became aware of the fact far moro slowly, but 
the result was to discredit Persian opium on both markets for several years with a 
consequent loss to Persia. 


much from year to year, save when exposed to the ravages of locust or blight; in 


Growth of the Opium Trade in Persia, 


‘The rise in prices is instructive, Several causes contributed to make the export 
of opium take, in the year 1904, extmordinary strides forward ; tho silver exchange, 
Which tas of late become a source of loss to Persian merchants, tien stood at 2 rupees 
to the dollar in Hong Kong; later news came that the price per case there tid 

nteil to 1,000 dollars, and the price per ease in thereupon rose corresponil= 

from 250 to 275, 400, and finally to 500 tomans por ease (B01. {0 551,, S02, amd 
1W0L) of 1403 pounds. In the following year fluctuations ensued which caused the 
Prices in Ispahan to fall to 320 tomans (G4¥.), and in Shiraz to 300 tomans (G01), ‘The 
crop was not very good, and the results of the Russo-Japanese war made themselves 
frit the result being that little was exported aud little, if any, profit was mate by 
Persian exporters in that year, 

In 1906 followed a’ much greater period of activity, agents and brokers in 
Hie south striving to obtain opium from up-country, sud though, consequent upon the 
fall of quotations in China, shipments made after the crop of May 1906 have. hee 
effected at a loss to exporters, there is yet a notable increase in (he value of opiuin 
exported, 


Statistics: Importance of the Chinese Market (0 Persia, 


‘The following statistes show how importunt is the Chinese trate to Persian opium 
growers and exporters :— 





Thiel Espor of Optus from— | agos-r00%. | sumieia0s, 





ey £ 
Hashire | arse m 


Rermanst -| 50,350 43,800 





Now the total export of opium from Persia in the year 10!-1901 was returned 

Hy the Persian Customs Administration as 16,520,307 krans, or ata rough comp 

on of a fluctuating exchange 205,002, and, as show by the figures quoted thove, 
the export from Bushire and Kermanshull totalled 223, S821, te, SO per cent. 
‘approximately of that sum. 

Further, though the export of opium from Kermanshah aas diminished and is 
Small besides that of Bushire, Mr. H. L. Rubino, in his valuable eport on Kermanshah 
trade for that year, estimates that 90 per cent. of opium sent out. of Persia by the 
“stern frontier at Kermanshah is destined for Hong Kong, and the following striking 
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i i istics for j sed. will prove that 
is from the Bushire Customs statisties for the year just elapsed will pro 
intl 18 per cent, of opium exported from Bushire is also consigned to China:— 


| ‘Customs Duties: 


Countey: whither exported. Levied 





i 
| 





evident that of the total export of opium from Persia China 
atively thecciige miaekoty and aE Hing rantob ot arent importance both to 
the national agricultural prosperity of Persia and to t] af of lee scanty rersnue, 
as will be apparent from the following summary of the value of thie export trade fro 
Bushire during the year 21st January, 1906-1907 -— . 





Value of Exports Daties charged on 


‘Total Value of Exports, eon te jae 


a £ 
Att krone, 195,080 19,106 














fect in Persia of @ possible refusal by China to allow the Importation of Opium. 


‘he foregoing sets of figures emphatically prove that the Persian Government 
© first to feel, in the present parlous state of its finances, a measure by which, 
the basis of the past year, 12,506/, out a total export revent at Bushire of 
196/, would be lost to its exchequer, It is difficult to see how the situation coul 
w regarded with equanimity by them, ., Y 
aT aTue would Ga ates no toes uliteton, buyers and bers 
Opium is so ly a national asset of Persia, whether the value of 
the erop sil to the value of the seed Mia and the labour ise nals 
it he considered, or the fact that it is unt by raps . it 
i FURR Rey uate fo those landowners who provide the villagers with seed 
anil receive two-thirds of the erop. ’ BS 
ae hl ae the merchant ives in Ispahan, and Shiraz, and Kermanshah soul 
{all the brunt of the loss, and similarly certain agents in Bushire would no longer be 
i of commissions rinning inté several thousands of pounds, 
© such a prohibition to import effectively put into eae it is certain that 
‘ould he losers to a large extent; on the other hand, restrictive measures on 
import from India, whieh did not press equally upon foreign trade, would undoubtedly 
take China a fay larger customer of Persia ‘than she is actually, as the country is 
increased cultivation of the drug. , 
In this connection it would not be consistent with the spirit actuating Persians 
fulay for them to yoluntarily: in from exportation to China, and in that unlikely 
i the Customs Authorities would be entirely unable to cope with smuggling 
Mf, 





(26045) No. 149, 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Bdwward Grey.—(Rereived August 6.) 
Xo, 158, 
ee Gulahek, July 16, 1907. 
TL HAVE the honour to report certain information which has reached me as to the 
tiegotiations for the establishment of a German ban 


According to the statements of the Mush who was Minister for 
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Foreign Affairs Inst year, he was approached last. spring by Baron Richithofen, the 
German Chargé d’Aflaires, with an offer to the effect that if a Concession wears granted 
toa German bank it would be ready to advance a sum of 2,000,(100/-1,000,0001, at 
ouce without definite security and the second million lnter—in return for the 
surrender of certuin State revenues, A sum of 1,000/. was paid down at once as an 
inducement to the Ain-ed-Dowleh to sign the Bauk Agreement, which was accordingly 
arranged immediately. Copies of it are in your possession, It morely amounted te 
ledge that negotiations should take place within a year for a Concession in favour of 
German bank: 

When the emissary of the Deutsche Orient Bank arrived here, Herr Stemrich, the 
Gerusan Minister, insisted that his Government had been requested by the Persian 
Government to establish a bank in Persia, that the obligations were all on the side of 

and that Germany had the right to dictate her terms, To this the Persian 
ating that the form of Government hud changed singe the 
the consent of the Mejlis was necessary, that the persons 
10 Longer in office, and that, although they were prepared to 
-gotiate, it must be on the basis of wive and take, 
The original draft submitted by Herr Gutmann contained a clause binding the 
‘dvanice of 1,000,000 tomaus to the Persian Government, This clause, however, 
was rescinded by Herr Stemrich on the ground that “it would embarrass the Porsian 
Government." ‘The real reason, ne doubt, was the pledge given by the German Govern: 
to England and Russia that there would be no question of loa to the Persian 
Government. ‘Thus Herr Stemrich had no consideration to offer, atleast nione which 
could be put on formal record (see to Sir F, Lascelles, No, 271, of tho 2nd October, 1906 ; 
fiom Sir F, Lascelles, No. 291, of the 26th September, 1006, and thom Sit A; Nicolson, 
Now 738 and 745, of the 9th November, 1906). Ou the other hand, he had a grea deat 
fo demand, ‘The other clauses included! the right to lend money. on. mortgages to 
import 100,000/. worth of silver for coinage free of import duty; the preferential treat 
due to the German Bank, which wore to be collected by the Persian 
and Irrigation Concessions; and the grit: of fre sites for the. 
and Bushive 

ill observe that the clauses 1s to the fee import of silver for coinage and for 
al treatment of debis due to the tank wontd have hada most prejidicial 
fo nd it is also to be observed that nvither the English nor 
ites for their establishments, 
ed me that the Government found itself’ unable to 
ici une, indeed, in part, contrary vo Mohammedan law, 
uxt inconsistent with pledyes xiven to foreign Govermnents, The Cabinet 
fivally accepted a draft Agreement, copy of whieh I have the honour. to inclose, which 

was privately feated tu tuo and the Towsley Miniter 

Lu conver it Minist Finis ‘oveign Aifiirs and 

any srrant of ession on thie shore of 
il to any profi tnaatment of debts due to the German Bink, but 1 
stated that I hud, and could have, no objection to. the establishment of a 

I banking-house, which thy Germans by Trvaty had a perfect 

1 insisted, however, that as the allaits of English and Russhan ent 
articuliurs of our proposed adv. san Ante 0) the Assembly, full publicity. 
Sliould be given to the German ( and that the Assembly's corisent should be 
Publicly asked for, ‘The Russian Minister, in conversution with mu, expressed very hostile 
Tess with regard to the bank, aud he caused his Secretary to send a Memorandum to the 
Persiin Foreign Office erit of the proposed pivyisions of the Concession, His 
linguage to the Foreig: nuounited to advice to reject the Concession altogether. 
At the sane time, he took wo offical action, and did not himself sign any eovumnutsoation 
With regard to the matter, ‘The iv banker twiee assured the French Minister 
that he had nothing to fear from the Russians, as he knew for ee tl 
Government had eome to an agreement with the Russian Gover But, to judge 
# imade, has not yet been communicated to M. de 
u's assertion was founded on news 
to some financial negotiations with the Russian Finance Minister, 

whose German proclivities are notorious, 

{n deference to our objections certuin amendments were made in the draft Coneese 

Sion (whieh are inserted in ved ink * in the annexed copy). ‘The German Minister wag 


© Printed in italion, 


2L 
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informed of them, and also of the opposition which would probably be offered in the 
Assembly to the grant of Mining Concessions and of free land, 

‘The German Minister called on the 
according to the account given me by the Na: h-extruordinary 
violence, threateniig the Persian Government with the Emperor's displeasure if the 
proposals were not at once accepted, and using language which, as his Excellency 
assured me, would have been more suited to a victorious General imposing terins on. a 
eonguered sity, The anme day an offical note vs addressed by Here Stemrich to the 
Persian Government (copy inclosed), threatening, if an answer were not received within 
forty-cight. hour, to roles tho matter to Berlin and demanding formal pledge that 
within fur days the consent of the Mejlis should be obtained to the Concession. 

Tadvised the Foreign Minister, who was rather overcome hy this, to him, novel form 
Of diplomacy, to reply in conciliatory hinguage, stating that, the Government would do all 
in its power to obtain the acceptance of the Concession, but pointing out that Persia 
was, Tike Germany, a constitutional country, that the Government could not pledve the 
Assembly to any particular course, and that the popular representatives might. Le 
onfavontably impressed by the fuct that, while making demands of an unprecedented 
character (which had not been granted to other foreign banks) the German Minister had 
miade no offer whatey coutiter-considen ‘ 

‘The draft Concession will now be submitted to the Assembly. A Secret Committee 
has been for some time engaved fu. considering it in conjunction with the Cabinet, 
and will shi House it: open Session, ‘ 

preted vour wishes in carefully avoiding all appearance 

of opposition to the establishment of the C uk, Which, according to. the 
prinoiple of equal opportunity, the Germans have a perfect right t» demand, while at 
the same ti ur established rights should be respected 
{cunt set your appruvn inwisted hae the ‘nme, pubieity, should be 
German selieme ws has been given to our own financial offers, In view of the danger of 
4 rosort to Germany as the protector of Persia against foreign aggression, it is as well 
that the Porsian Goverinuent and people should have « full opportunity of realizing the 

1 nature of the Gorman demands and of the manner in which they have been 

sed, 

1 venture to observe that T have boen much struck 


ied on a most ene 
the Assembly in support of the scheme, and very « 
the President of the Assembly, who was educ 
dispose of, But T understand that the Assenibly, howev 
afraid of publ Is. in 
al result of the negotiations, 
Ihave, &e, 
el) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Inclosure 1 in No, 149, 


Draft Concession. 


VU que lo Gonvernoment de Sa Majesté le Selah avait exprimé le désir qu'une 
CnunsiyAllomailo sit ctabligcen’ Pari wie Convantion & G6 eonola entre oslukel et 
Ja Legation d’'Allemagie Ie 1% Juillet, 1907, par laquelle le Gouvernement de Sa 
Majesté le Schah s'est engagé 2 acoonder 4 toute banque Allemande, on 4 tout eroupe 
de capitalistes qui Iui amit été recommandé parla Lézation d’Aliemague, le droit 
d'établir une banque en Perse - 

Tan Deutsche Orient B ions ay. panidée au 


Gouvernement Persiau parla bs r négosintions ayant commencé 
ATehéran avant le terme préva dans la s s 4 &é convenn ce 
qui suit — 

elt 1%, Le Gouvermement de Sa Majesté le Selah accorde par la présente 
Convention dla Deutsche Orient Bank Actionyesellsehaft, représentée par son Dircetenr= 
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Général, Herbert Gutmann, le droit de faire des affaires de banque dans 'Empira 
Persan. 

Ce droit est secordé pour une période de soixante ang partir dela date de In 
signature de la présente Concession par Sa Majesté le Schah, 

Le sitge principal de la Banque en Perse sera fixé a Téhéran, etla Banque pourra 
Guiblir des Sucoursales eb agences dans les autres villes de la Perse. La langue aura un 
cupital dun million de tomans, 

Art, 2. Afin de développer le commerce ot @augmenter Ia richesse de la Perse Ia 
Banque, outre les opérations qui ressortent d'une institution de erédit, entreps 
Jue son compte ou pout Te compte de tiers toute sorte daflares fi industrielles 
commerciales, qu'elle eroira favorable 2 ce but, & condition quiauenne de ces entreprises 
tue soit contraire aux Traités, lois, ow A la religion dit pay 

Dans le cas of une dette contractée par un sujet Pe is de Ja Banque ne 
sera pas payde deux mois apres l'échéance, le Gouvernement. Persan forcera le débiteur 
de payer Ala Banque Ie somme qui est due A celle-ci, y compris les intéréts cneonrns ot 
tous frais et, si nécessaire, de veudi effet tout co quill possdde, La vente doit 
tre effeotuce dans un délai d'un mois aprés que la Bangne en awa fait lu demande ob 
eu présence d'un fonctionnaire du Gouvernement et din foudé de pouvoirs do la 
Banque, Ml est entendu que te produit de ia vente sera egulement distibué entre. lox 
vréanciers, 

Art. 3, Le Gouvernement Pers Bangne Te terrain nécessaine pour 
Ietablissement et Ninstallation du side principal i Téliéran et do ln succursale. \ Tauris, 

voit, 5,000 motres carrés A Téhéran et 5,000 mdtres carrés d Tauris, dont In moitié 

ntre do Ja ville et Tautre moitié dang un autre quartier Lstablissement 
de toutes Tes autres succur-ales ow agences: se fora aux ft Banque, mais te 
at Ja Banque dans la mesure du possible 4 obtenir les conditions les 
Tacquisition des terrains nécessaires: 
uvernement Persan accordera A la Banque In protection amilitaive 
urité dit al ct des succursiles et awences établios dans les 


8e6 siiecursales et agences, sont entidvement exemptes. de tonte 
mpots; il.en sera de méme pour ses actions, ses regis et chtaues et 
anant, delle cone ot silo 
ment Impérial introduit VinpOt des timbres fiseaux la Banque ue prewdra 
Hous effe de change, on autre effet ctreulanven Perse, qui ne soit revétu dw timbre 
de 
La Banque aura Ie droit dimporter en franchise de donane les ol 
installation, meubles, ustensiles de bureau, &e., pour son side princ} 
e: agences, 
6, Ta Banque est préte & effectner pour le Gouvernement Impérial Persin 
tous les paiements du Trésor Impérial A Vétranger sans exiger aucine commission, 
Art. 7. La Banque aura le droit pour la durée de si Concession de frapper dla 
nuonnaie Tmpériale de argent aux cotditions en viguour la tate do le signature du 
préwent Acte 
Art, 8. Afin de développer Vexploitatiou des richesses naturelles du pays, le 
Gouvernement Persin donne Ma Banque, pour toute le dunds do ly pragento Concession, 
{i doit de faire examiner dans toute 'étendue de I’Empire toutes les mines appartonang 
A TRtat et dgja connues au Ministre des ‘Travaux Pablies, Comme annexe do la 
ante Concession le Gouvernement Persan fora remettrs X la Deutsche Orient 
Jour de la signature de Ia présente Concession, une liste officielle de toutes les 
s de I'Etat deja connues, aiusi que eopies de tous les contrats de fermage, &e, 
existant au sujet des mines de l'Bita 
La Banque aura lo droit de choisir des mines et de les exploiter ou fuite exploiter 
616 o11 des Soci ales, mais elle ne pourra exploiter ni faire exploiter 
plus de douze [sept] mines, Ces mines doivent éire & une distunce dau moins 10 fursakhe 
dela frontiére, 
Pour: chaque 


fora exploiter la banque paiva au 
exeélera de 25 pour cent le revemt 
ant; co tevenn sera culoulé dlapres la, 
sxploitation de la pir la Banque, 
‘tupaniyunt la prin annuelle sera de 


dchors des ingénieurs et contre-maitres indispensables tous les ouvriers mineurs 
Binque engagers seront choisis parini les sujets de Sa Majesté le Schah, Lo 





Gouvernement Persan aidera la Banque par tous les moyens en son pouvoir a se 
er la main-d’euvee wu prix courant du pays, ee ee 
ee or 
itution et les mines données en fer ix ans aprés Vexpiration des eontr 
Cate CO Mee gue ape ae genaluinmecs Ge ona? 
pourra en disposer sans que Ia Banque concessionnaire puisse s'y opposer: Le Gouverne. 
ment Imperial sengage A ne point conclure aprds la signature de la. présente Concession 
des coutrats de iermage, &e., au sujet des mines @'Btat pour une période de plus de 
trois ans, ‘ a 
Ta Banque offtir au public Persan ane part 
reprises mentionnées dans eet Article en tant que les 
ex pli des Sociétés en action = 
aca picrres précienses, turquoises, sont exeeptées de la présente 
en i ire A Vexploitation de ces mines et A Vétablissement des 
Art. 9, Le terrain néeessiire X Pexploitation de ces mines et & Vétal : 
dis vusconan wariicaite caer slong gratis A ln Banque sur les terres 
verniem aidera la Ban moye 
seal conaiant plus fhavorables avec les propristaires 
marticulicrs, sly en a sur le parconrs des dites voies de communica ‘ 4 
LSAT Real dle far et pour exploitation des mines 
ontrers en Perse sans payer aueun droit quel Les terrains ct bitiments des dites 
exploitations seront libres de tous les i : i 
Se CONES ata présente Concession les terrains exploités 
pour les mines avec leurs Latiments, dépendances, ct matériel foront retour au 
Gouvernewent Tnpérinl contornduient aux rdgles géuralement suivies par les 
Puissances, qui ont stipulé en ce point les eonditions les plus favorables au eoncession« 
RT UniDanals nent Persian accordera une Concession de: 
Tangue, liypotlh s duangers ow permettre qu'une telle 
(ounce niovordée Xun sujet Persan soit venduc ou eddée A des sujets étrangers, Ia 
Dentsele Orient Bank aura p e le droit d'établir ne banque hypothéeaire 
1 Perse, is lois du pays en vignonr au moment de Véta- 


© 25 pour cent 
reprises seront 


mnesient Pensin donnera des étrangers une Gon- 

Ines, exploitations de forces hydrauliques, 

puition de s tes Te Gonvernement accordera & la Deutsche 
Ta Concessi i »s travaux dans Ia ville et dans la 


A des sujets. P qui condition que les 18 SO 
} Cae Th Bai vanle droit de rennin dans le cas ob ils désireraient 
weiidie on eset Tours Concessions i des iran 
Art. 12. Breas de d au oe 
i Banque et des particuliers, les deux: un Arbitre ou deux 
Avbit a decision de cot Arbitre on de ces Axbitres appels dans Te cas 
‘es, les dits Avbitres nommeront un Surarbitre pour juger en 
218, Ta Denteeh sage A ouvrir Ia Banque A Téhéran dans le 
dle deux. ans apr le ln présente Concession, La Banque. sera 
widdide comme out sitét quiun représentant de la Banque sera arrivé 
an et aura installé un bureau en ectte ville ts: i 
Liv présente Concession devient nulle et sans aucun effet si la Banque ne remplit 
pass cot engaseomienits 
2 KHON Ri aiTaNGnuren tau xpédition, &e, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 149, 
M. Stemrich to Persion Finance Minister. 


Allosse, Legation a’ Allemagne, le 7 Juillet, 1907. 
° ‘ ‘ny pourjrlers qui ont eu Tiew hier sous lt présidence de votre 
Jai Thonneur de porter & In connaissance de votte Altesse que je ne serai pas 


1 continier Mardi prochaite les négociations an sujet de la Banque Allemande & 
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ins que votre Altesse informe par éerit, avant la séance de Mardi, que, 4 part les 
poluts du projet de Concession qui n'ont point, trouvé d'objection, l'Atticle + asst 
| 2 Gouvernement Persan donnera 4 In Banque le terrain néceasaire pour I'gta- 
Hissement et Vinstallation du size principal 8 Tehéran et de In branche [sic] a Tauris, A 
Sivas, 2.000 inbtres carrés & Téhéran et 3,000 mbtres & Tauris, dont la moitié ane ntre 
de la ville et Yautre moitié dans un autre quartier fivorable, L’établissement de 
toutes les autres succursales et agencas se fera aux trais de la Banque, mais le 
Gouvernement aidera la Banque dans la mesure du possible 2 obtenir les conditions les 
plus fivorables pour Vaequisition des terrains,” a été accepté autant par le Gouverne, 
ment Persan que par Te Mejlis. 

M. Gutwann, Directeur de la Deutsche Orient Bank Actiengesellschaft, tient X Ia 
PN Goutenue dans VArticlo 3, moins A cause de Tavantage matériel, que parce que, 
par ln dite promesse, il est [7] évidence pour tout le monde que l'établinenent dng 
Hanique Allemande en Perse correspond & un désir du Gouvernement Persan, une idée 
que Je ne puis que partager, 

En eas que Article 3 soit rejeté, je serai obligé de demander des instructions 
in Gouveriement, et je suppose que mon Haut Gouvernement ne sera pus disposd 

er prévent des néyociations qui ont pris hier sine tournure sf mnalentendue, 
ais qui préférera de les continier un moment sur Tattitude prévenaute quiil a «i 


veut Ge vis-A-vin des désirs du Gouvernement Persian sera mieux appréeior 
par eeluicci [sic]. 

dJe me permets, en outre, de fuire remarquer \ votre Altesse que M, Gutmann no 
ourte pas prolouger son sgjonr ied au dela de Samedi prochain, et due, par 
Concession devra en tout cas tre signee jusqulau dit jour, 


consdquent, 





(26048) No. 150, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice fo Sir Kawward Grey.—(Received August 6:) 
(No. 161,) 
Sir, 

T HAVE the lonour to transmit herewith a Memorand 
from Colonel Douglas, Military Attaché at this Legation 
condition of the Persian army. 


Gulahek, July 18, 1907. 
um which T have received 
4 respecting the present 


T have, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


——— ee 


Inclosure 1 in No, 150, 


Colonel Douglas to Sir C. Spriny-Rice, 
(No. 40.) 
Sir, Gulahek, July 12, 1907. 
T HAVE the honour to transmit, for your information and for’ that of dhe 
Halts authorities in England and in India, a Memorandum on the present stato of 
the Persian army. 

Aaiave compiled this as a supplement to the Report on the Persian army, written 
by Colonel Picot in 1900, and while endeavouring to convey some idea of the present 
Te At military forees of this country, I have also noted the. prineipal changes 
Which have taken place since that Report was written. 

Generally speaking, though the tribal levies, which form an important part of tho 
dengy, remain much as before, the more regular portion has of late years deteriorated 
{123 Considerably, owing partly to a complete absence of training, but principally to 
the lack of funds for the payment of the: troops and consequent increase of peculation 
on the part of the higher officials, 

T have, &, 


(Signed) J. A, DOUGLAS, Military Autaché, 
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Tnclosure 2 in No. 150. 
Memorandum by Colonel Douglas on the Persian Army. 


ACCORDING to the official lists, the Pe: 
Witla reserve of 50,000. No. indication is given as. to How these figares are arrived 
at, but, a8 they bear litle relation to the actual fighting strength of the country, this 
does not seem to be a matter of great importance, The force i 
(1) so-called regular infantry ; (2) tribal levies, chiefly cavalry ; and (3) artillery, or 
rather men enlisted as gunners and guns. In addition to these ‘there is the Cossick 
Brigade, regavling which T have already subinitted several reports, 


ian army consists of 150,000 men, 




























J. Regular Infantry. 





‘The list given by Colonel Pieot in his Report on the Persian army shows seventy- 
nine battalions, butithe last issue of the “Salnameh” shows only seventy-eight, the 
72nd (Ammi) Regiment no longer finding a place there, and the numbers of those 
following being alter igly. Of these only about thirty are as a rule embodied, 
the remainder bring merely liable for service when called upon, ‘The actual strength 
of regiments sorving varies from 200 to 600, they are usually at their highest 
strength when newly called out, after which the numbers gradually diminish owing to 
dosortions. ¥ 

‘the system of enlistment is desoribed in Colonel Pieot’s Report. Its practical 
working at the present day is somewhat as follows :— 





















Orders are issued for the embod 
the Tkbal Regiment, for duty at Tela 
collects some 500 or 600 men in the manner described by Colonel Pievt on p. 97 
Report, and in course of time arrives with them at the cap Should an ins 
of the regiment take place, and they are somewhat under strength, he will probably 
horrow a fow men from the relieved regiment until the inspection is over, when the 
Jaton return to their homes, ‘The new a1 over the town 
‘and neighbour where they earn thy hooil us best they can, leaving 
only sullicient men to supply the necessary guards; for the privilege of doing this 
they pay their Commanding Officer a small ‘sum per diem out of their earnings, and 
from the fund this provided those who remain for duty are probably recompensed, 
Por te greater portion of the year they axe uot mquited to appear on any parades, 
but should they be called upon to do so, or if, as is frequently the case, a camp is held 
outside the city during. the summer, they ean be collected in a week or so, and any 
Shortage is male up with men enlisted locally for the cea form of some 
sort anda firetm being all that is necessary’ to make a Persian the 
Commandinge OM ond a little money lie can always bring his battalion 
up to strength some pay lias to be 
disbursed, 


nt of, say, the Khasseh Reg 
‘he Officer Comma 





































































‘To soy, then, that the garrison of Tehran consists of seven battalions, 
their names, implies only that there are present in the city and neighbourhood s 
8,009 {4,000 men from the districts which supply the regiments named, whio eo 
bo brought together if necessary, hut, apart from the fact that they are armed with 
‘ted weapon, they have no more cltim to be ealled soldiers than have the 
other inhabitants of the town. ‘Thoir elficieney as fighting men depends enti 
their natural aptitude, or any training they uisy haye ‘cyte previous to enlistiuent 
they may, or may not, be better men than the people of the town in whieh they: are 
juartered. | ‘Phcir value as an instrument in the handy of the Goverament. is 
dependent largely on the cause in which they are called out, and to what extont their 
sympathies are with the opposite party, ¥ i 
Mhe sole advantage of this system would appear to be its economy, as it obviates 
to a great extont the necessity of paying the army. Among its many disulyantages is 
that if the troops are wanted for any purpose, they usually refuse to leave thelr 
‘at least a portion of their arrears of pay, and this the 
tion to produce without considerable trouble. In my 
Memorandum of the 20th June, I pointed out the difficulty experienced in collecting 














an antig 
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a foree of 1,000 men, out of a nominal garrison of over 7,000 in Tehran, for operations 
against the Salar-ed-Dowleh,) S aie eaten 
The Humber of these trdops which could in ease of necessity be ealled out in 
their districts would appear to be limited only by the number of rifles available (oc 
He oncieenel Picot has given list of the arms supposed to bo in the posssasion of 
the Permian Government in 1900. Sinco then 10,000 Werndell rifled have, heoe 
teociveil from Austria and about 20,000 French rifles are believell to be on tia way, 
Special force of 400 mien. raised by tlie present Shah immediately boteg 
ion were armed with rifles purchased in Russia, As against this we have the 
Prculation by which the officials connected with the arsonals compensate 
them<lves for the non-receipt of their pay, so itis doubtful whether the tolel dente 
of rifles tins inereased to any large extent. "As no ammunition has beon monuitntee 
in Persia of recent years and very little has heen imported, the greater part of what 
When maiiiy it Government possession must be so deteriorated as to bo almost ualore 
jrhen ealled ont, the men would probably refuse to move unless. they, wore paid, and 
i crentually collected at the scone of operations they would be quite wecleas fer any 
military purposes except perhaps to overawe an unarmed peasant 
‘The professional attainments of the regimental officers aro no “grea 
of their men, 













































ihan those, 





2 Tribal Levies, 


‘The cavalry of the Persian army is organized entirely on a { 
serving under their own leaders and supplying their own hors is, and equipment, 
f, few infantry detachments ave also found hy the tribes and its therctono eae ey 
{oemnsider them all together. “Both cavalry and infantry aro divided into citer 
or detachments of varying strength, which, with. the exception of a. small number 
Giemeyett as escorts to high officials at: the Inger towns, serve entively ie theres 
Alistriets, The attached list gives the names of these detichmonts ne tl 

he “Salnameh,” but no indication is siven of their 
from 50 to 2,000. " Thiese nominal sti 
hich tho tribal chicts are subsidized. (the subsidy. proball 
ronission of revenue) to maintain at al of Goverment, of whom. a part 

employed permanently as or the protection of main routes, 
but the majority are nof ealled out « services ano required. Colonel 
Pieot estimated the total nominal strength in 1900.a1 87,501, and ied lacs probably 
Tnrained much the same, but these figures ear little relation ty thie tol ton 
wished, collect in the ts, Some 

in the appended extracts from the reports of local 








hal basis, the men 








































jo tlie majority of the irregular cavalry a 
Khorasan, Of their value as fighting mon it 
Int they are at least. imme: 
tribes 










the provinee 
not easy to sf 
urably Superior to the reilar in 
ceustomed to th 





Daijun and 
a dofinite opinion, 
nity. he frontic 
all 
in thed 
of guerillas, and it is unlikely 

but would confine their 
aitions or attacking small 
aan invading fo iN 
» trouble in persuading then to 























come to terms, 
Apart from the expense of moving them, and the dif 
for large numbers of men and horses, it is extremely i ble that these t 
Nould, under any circumstances, consont to serve at a dk om thie 
ley would eertainly ot do so in order to repel & foreign tive 
ta raul dissension, itis conceivable that the prospect of plun ler 
{0 follow a leader in whom they had confidence, Spyakiing, gene 
i armed with breech-loading rifles, those in the north hay 
Ve esi while the southern tribes are provided with Unde Martinigy ween n 
Sit the Persian Gulf. Most of the latter are much worn and in hot repair, and, 
Peplecing rie Cinbargo now placed on the import of rifles, they lind goat difieulig gt 
filacing them. ‘The supply of ammunition is also very precarious, 
large} i 
make, 


Of providing supplies 









might induce them 
ly, the tribesm 
1 been 














nd they are 
dependent on cases reloaded by themselves with intedee powder of “local 
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8. Artillery. . 

‘The official list in the “Salnameh” shows the artillery as organized into one 
regiment of four divisions, of two batteries each. ‘The Ist and 2nd di 
(battalions 1-4) are Austrian muzzle-loading guns. The Srd_divisi 
mountain artillery, and the 1th of two batteries of machine-guns, 

here are also shown as in reser 


One battery of 44-pr., of Persian make. 
One battery of 7-cont, mountain. 


When training camps have been held outside ‘Tehran, and at reviews before the 
late Shall, a battery of six Austrian sully took part in the parades, and some- 
fines a mountain battery of four gans appeared, but this is. the only artille 

ever personally seen in Pohian, ve of the Cossack Brigade and the Maxim guns, 
Possibly the batteries at Mesh and Tubreea form part of this regiment, and when, 
af the death of the late Shah, his Minister of Court, Amir Bahadur Jang, was dismissed 
from office, a battery was siid to haye beon discovered in the cellars of his house, the 
Horses of whieh were used for his private car anit to mount his retainers. 

OF late years the artillery hav cd no training, nor have those in Tehran 
over fired a shel cannot he considered an efficient force. At the same time 
the moral effeet produerd by: guns.on an imarmed mob, and even on the more warlike 
tribes, is very wreat, and is probably not eal by the fact that they have never 

en the gunners at work, 

‘he Ath (machine-sun) division is in charge of Herr Hase, an ex-non-commissioned 
oflety of the German, army. One battery consists of the four Nordenfelt. guns 
Hentioned by Colonel Picot, the other hns six Mauser Maxims, of the samo pattern a 

usein the German army, imported in 1903, with 100,000 rounds of ammunition 

rrtain number of men, chielly, 1 believe, from’ the corps of * Zamburakehis,” have 
fin trained in the use of his sith, and during the course of last winter [hind arranged 
40 Inspect the battery in company with my German eolleague; our visit was, however, 
put off at the Tost moment, as Here Hast wrote to say that the men, having recoived 

’ for tivo vers, hind nefused to doany work, and when T last stw him they were 
Stil absent, When the Tehran contingent for operations. against the Salarcd-Dowloh 
was being collected, twenty of these trined men were sent with two of the machine, 
duns, but they were said by their instructor to be quite incapable of using. them with 
Tact Mitlout his supervision, ‘hese guns are now kept clean and in onder by 
Hert Mase himself, smd doubtless receive more attention than any other guns in 
Por 

{ho artillery material which, in addition to this battery, lias been imported since 
ihe date of Colonel Vioot’s Report was given in the Memorandum attached to my 
Mespateh No. 19 of the 23rd April last, 

{inslation of ‘the official list of the tribal Horse and foot of the Persian army is 
appended, as are also some extracts from reports recently received from Consular and 
ollie llicers, whieh will give an idea of the stato of the tinops in the provinces, as 
Well as estimates of the number of fighting men which the tribes could collect, A 
thinl Appendix shows the present strength of the garrison of Tehran, 

(Signed) dA, DOUGLAS, Military Attack, 

Tehran, July 12, 1907, 


—— ee Se 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 150, 


Ovrreran List of Tnvegular Cxvalry and ‘Tribal Infantry of the Persian Arm; yas. 
shown in the “Salnameh” for 1900-7, 


L—Cavanicy Deracnaenrs, 


Aasibaljan— 
AfharsiUe 
i in Bale. iki wa Shataranty wa Dilikanla wa Rarasuras, 
TatseKivacharlus-Rneadogh. hs i 
Charis, 


Azcrlaijan (continued) — 
Hojialitusi-Karadag! 
Rarapapak, 


arasuran-ierahci“Marsnd wa Arshak wa Astare, 


sraudi. 


wa Yaraut, 
Hazara, 

‘Tuimuri (two detachments), 
Rarasuran-i-Nisbapur, 
Police of Meshed, 
Cossacks of Khorassan, 


Khan, Yurbashi— 


Jatfarbai (two detachments), 
Vink. 


ular wa Basta, 
Gilania— 
‘Taia w Gurgnra wa Usalan @) 


Galbadi wa Amaranla, 


Set Yar Alma 
Bairanyend wa Karzehbar, 


-va-f- Davari. 
ShalisovancicInantu, 
Shaukat-itnan 
Kurtbegla, 
Shahsevan wa Kurdbacheh (Karasuran-i-Tebran), 
Muhajacin-i-Herat, 
‘MuhojarinsicKudama, 
AfsharisSaujbulale, 
Arabistan— 


Bajlan, 
Karastran, 

Kurdistau— 
Sharaf 


(Matair wa Tuisarkhan), 
Naliayond wa Kbnsal, 


‘Arab wa Bast, 


IL—Invaxtay Deracnunnts, 


Khorassan— 


avon, 
‘vat, 
Rub, 
Value 
Gilin— 
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Tnelosure 4 in No. 150, 
Eatracts from Recent Reports of Consular and other Officers regarding the Persian Army. 


FROM Mr, If, D, Barnham, Isfahan, dated 18th May, 1907:-— 
There are three infantry regiments attached to the Isfahan district, viz.:— 


1, ‘The “Jellalich,” nominal strength 1,000, actual strength less than 200, and 
these are employed on guard duty. 

2. Tho Charmahal,” nominal strength 800, ‘They are at present in their villa 
awaiting mobilization for which money is not fortheoming) and transfer to Shiraz, 
where they will replace the sf 


8, “Feraidan ” regimont, which has also a nominal strength of $00, 


As regards armament, there are said to be 6,000 rifles here of Austrian pattern, 
miny of which are out of repair. Y am, however, quite unable to tell you the amount 
of ammunition, ‘Vhere are said to be four small rooms full, but it is quite impossible 
to ascertain quantity or description. Some years ago the Zil-us-Sultan started the 
local manufacture of gunpowder, which was carried on only for a few months, and 
whatever exists now is the residue of that supply. 

Antillery.— There are twelve mountain guns liere of which only seven are service- 
able, Ono of them is an old English muzale-loader, the others are breach loaders and 
of Austrian make, ‘here are no horses for the guns, ‘The nominal strength of 
gunners is 180, but until quite recently the actual strength was 16, who were employed 
On guard duty, and of these only 5 know how to fire a gun, ‘The number is to’ be 
inereased to 50, My Persi is composed of artillerymen, and their captain, 
who is intelligent, télls me that if they fired off all the animunition which exists it 
‘would all be finished in two hours 

Cavalry. — Nhe cavalry force consists of 26 Cossucks with 2 officers. As regard 
inegular cavalry, Tani assured that allowing for all exaggeration, the Bakhtiaris 
could puta minimunt force of #4000 in the fold, horsed and. armed with silles, 
some of, somo modeen.”* 

Mr, Baggaloy, Viee-Consul at Youd, reports of the infantry there that there are 
“30 to 60 men, never more than 50... . Some have neither rifles nor ammunition, 
amd otliors are provided with the former but not the latter, Probably the Governor 
could mako up dolfeieneios, but ils doubtful if hie has a redundant, supply of 
anything, . per cent. of them are addicted to opium and are lazy, useless 
vagabonds, they come from Kerman and suburbs, ‘The remainder come from villaes 
in the Korman'district and scom steady-and well behaved. All-are untrained and | 
no knowledge of drill... . It is very doubtful if they would fire on the populace 
in caso of internal troubles, and should they do so they would be quickly overcome 
by the mob. 

Of the cavalry, he says, ‘Phere are 20 Persian Cossacks from ‘Tehran who are 
employed as an eseort £0 the Governor. ‘There were also until quite recently 50 
sowars (“Shaliseyan ”) employed in guarding the roads.” 

‘Pho artillery consisted of a pormanent establishment of eight men with four small 
antique muzzledoaders, sed to fire a salute on the arrival of a new Governor or other 
Stato occasions 

Captain Sinyth, Military Attaché at Meshed, speaking of the efficiency of the 
troops in. case of internal trouble, says: Generally speaking, I should say that the 
troops would not fire on the people, especially if the ease was that of a popularattack led 
by women, Sayids aid Mullahs against an unpopular Governor and administration, or 
against foreigners, 

“But if the troops had been worked upon by presents and promises to stand by 
the administration, or if there was a personal feud between them and their leaders on 
one side and the populace on the other side (as thore might easily be if the troops 
had been roughly handled, and one or two killed in some previous skirmish with 
the peoples an instance of this occurred last year during the Meslied riots, when the 
Afshar infantry battalion, who were armed only with sticks, were stoned by the people 
in tho Baln Khiaban, ‘They demanded to have their Werndl rifles issued to them, 
and to be allowed to take ‘their revenge on the-Meshedia) or if they saw a good 


* “Tshould doubt their being able to mouat so many men."—J. A. D. 
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chance of plunder, T should say that they might easily be induced to fire freely (as 
in the case when a rising in the Kuchan district was suppressed by the troops the 
year before last, when the troops shot down the villagers, outraged their families, and 
plundered their houses). 

“Tribal or frontier troops and levies could probably be still more easily induced to 
fire on the populace than the regular troops, as they are more under the personal orders 
of their Chicts, for whom, and for their tribal honour, they would feel they wore 
NgMhng, as opposed oa town rabble. 

“Many of these tribal levies too are Sunnis, ey., the Taimuris, and could be 
casily induced to fire on a Shiah crowd in defence of their Chiefs and their religion, 
An instance of this ocourred when the Muavin-ut-Wujjar’s liouse was attacked’ Ins 
year by the Meshed mob, led by women, Sayids, &c., the Mauyin’s house being 
defended by 60 to 100 of his Sunni feudal retainers, brought in from a village owning 
allegiance to him, On this oeeasion the defenders fired freely on the mob, killing 
4or 5 and wounding 30 to 40, and driving them back in confusion.” 


Captain Stuyth gives the following list of the troops in Khorasan, as shown in 


the returns of the Commander-in.chief of the province :— 


Miurrany strength of Khorassan (from official Returns), 





Title Strength, Reuarks, 





Infantry (battalions) — 


| Provent, 1000, Reserve, 2,000, 
i, 
400. 
200, 
00, 
800, 
i000 0, 
40) 200, 
i) 200, 

40 


Jatni and Kbit se at 
Nanni 4 800) 
Hazara 2000 


Reerye, 2,000, 


100, 
» 200, 
50, 
my 880, 
Ot 
y 200, 
ny 600. 
Cossacks «5 2 i005. rele600! 


Total Present, 8,980. Reserve, 17,750, 
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‘Treat Levies. 


‘he tribes are registered to supply in time of war the following number ot 


Sowars :— 


ibe 
Shaiilla 















10,000 
10,000 
5,000 
24000 
5,000 
5,000 
2,000 
1,000. 





Narlini 5 
‘Taimnuri 





ARTILLERY, 








Station, Gunners. | Guns, 











: ce ™% te os 60. 
os 3 es fe) 30 

“a cA 80, 

q «| 6 

G 

Zorabia + * o 2 
Tol vo x os | 1308 








Tt will he noted that the above official list of cavalry bears little resemblance to 
thie official list n the ‘Salnamels i 
‘Yo thos: figures Captain Smyth appends the following remarks :— 





Infantry. —Nimber more or less correct. 

cane ‘Nhe number of these shown as present probably represents the total 
number available ; 

Tribal Levies the cavalry are mainly drawn from the tribes, I do not see 
Hiow levies could be further drawn from them. Tn my opinion these tribal levies 
must not he considered as any part of the available military foree of the district, but 
only as-a number of mounted men that could be produced by the tribe in case of a 

en masse. 

Artille 




















‘Nhe number of guns given is absurd, if eonsidered as “available” guns. 
'Vhis list is probably correct, but it includes all manner of old, corroded, useless 
guns, without or with the carriages all in p ‘There are probably about 
‘a dozen eflecti ins in the whole of Khorassan, these “‘ield” guns are rifled 
muzale-londing guns, about Ope. ‘Their ammunition, equipment, harness, &e., is all 
of the most primitive type, and no horses are kept with them (for instance, the forty 
Horses belonging to the Meshed guns are permanently at Radklinn for the grazing). 
‘Phere are also about four brass: mountain-guns of very small size, about 4-pr., as the 
un and carriage can all be put on one horse, ‘These seem much newer than the 
field-guns, 





















‘he following is from a report by Mr, H, L. Rubino, Viee-Consul at Resht:— 


“From minute inquiries I gather that Shaft furnishes 60 riflemen, of whom 
18 have joined the Resht military band, In Shaft I was told that the number which 
should be supplied was 115. . 

“ At Enzeli thore were 170 men, forming the Anzani detachment from Mazanderan. 
‘hey haye settled at Enzeli, and number now 70, of whom 10 or 15 are not present, 
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They are armed with the old ‘tabati’re’ rifle. There are algo at Resht 30 men of the 
Afshar Regiment of Kazvin, who act as guards, 

‘Of artillerymen there are 12 here and 12 at Enzeli, They never rejoin their 
regiment. ‘The numberisnominally G5. ‘There areall told at Enzeli and Resht twelve 
muzzle-loading guns and one mortar (for fireworks). Tn the arsenal at Resht there 
are many boxes of ammunition for these guns, but they have never been opened and 
are probably uscless now. ‘There is no powder. ‘There are also 300 Werndl rifles in 
the arsenal. 

“T understand that it would be easy to levy threo regiments of 800 men each 
from the highlands of Shaft, &. ‘The following aro details : 










400-500 men, 
t+ 100-200 4, 
100-200}, 
200-800. 
200}, 
200, 
800-1,000 





“This without prejudice to agriculture, 





“The Deilimans are noted thieves and fairly good shots. ‘The people of Gaskar 
aft are said to be noted good shots. 

“Amid-us-Saltanch of Talish (lalish-Dulab, Shandermin, Assalam, Massal, and 
specially Kerganrud) always boasted that in case of need he could put. 2,000 Taligh 
sowars in the fled. ‘The Talish people, ie, sowars from Kerganrud and footmen from 
Massal and Shendermin, would Aro without hesitation at thee ondos ot any Ohiof they 
recognized as such. ‘The same is said of the inhabitants of Shaft. As for the others, 
being nearer to Resht and Lahijan, they are imbued with different ideas and it is 
dificult to say what they would do, 

“I onder to keep these troops, they would have to be paid regularly and 
probably also to be allowed to return to their villages during the mouths of May and 

june to attend to their silkworms. 

Owing to the very disturbed condition of the province of Azerbaijan, Mx, Wratislay 
thought it inexpedient to prosecute inquiries into’ the state of tho troops, to which 
attention would doubtless have been drawn. Ie gives the ellective: strength of 
infantry regiments at about 500 oF 600 men, ‘The artillery aro not horsed, aod Rorsee 
aire hired in case of need, “ Lt is difficult to speak with certainty about the attitude 
of the Kurds, Shahsovans, Karadaghis, and people of Maku, ‘the second and last 
named are for the present on the side of the people, the Karadaghis, most of them, 
follow Rahim Khan, and the Kurds are very disunited and not likely fo act under 
anybody's orders, Generally speaking, all theso rascals would do anything for pay 
anil plunder, and haye no principles whatever, ‘Their nuanbors are quite vague, 
Perhaps the Karadaghis might muster 10,000 horsemen, the Shalisevans 15,000, Maku 
10,000, and the Kurds (all in Azerbaijan) 15,000.” 

Lieutenant G. D. Ogilvie, Viee-Consul at Bam, gives the following information : 
“The Persian forces in Baluchistan consist of 400 saurbazes anda battery of obsolote 
artillery, Of the infantry, 100 men are at Bampur, 100 at Fahraj, 16 iniles east of 
Bampur, and 200 are generally engaged under the Persian Geueral in extracting 
revenue from defaulting Sirdars and tribes at the point of the bayonet, ‘They ate, 
from a European point of view, contemptible as an organized military force, and 
though possessi ff the rudiments of discipline to overawe the Baluchis, who 
At too disorgantee to unite ate quite helpless in the face of a resolute © 
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the Afghan smugglers 
‘The following details of the troops in Seistan are from 
the Sth February, 1907 — 





Sazyoru of Persian ‘Troops in Seistan, 
Strong 
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An officer of the Belgian Customs Administration estimated the fighting strength 
of the Kurdish tribes round Kermanshah in 1904 as under:— 
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Resiment | 700 
Roginient 500 

D, Silakhuri Reginiont 500 Salar-ed-Dowleh, 
‘Total infantry a] 5,600 
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svalry aro a fovcoruised by the Shah at Tabrece shortly before his accession ; they 


Firuzkuhi Regiment are said to have deserted en manse to thelr hoses, 
vest J. As De 
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(26050) No. 151. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{ Received August 6.) 






. 163.) 

ir, Gulahek, July 18, 1907. 
T HAVE the honour to inclose a Memorandum drawn up by Colonel Douglas on the 

subject of the Cossack Brigade. 

Colonel Douglas points out the difficulties as to the payment of that Wrigade, and 

importance as the only trustworthy troops for the protection of foreigners and the 
maintenance or order, 
After conversations with the Russian Colonel, the Russian Minister, and the 
Administrator of the Customs, I am inclined to entertain. the opinion that some 
arrangement should be made with the Customs authorities in order to assure the pnnetunl 
payment of this force out of customs revenues, 

For this purpose it would be desirable that an agreement should be arrived at 
between the two Powers who have a lien on the customs revenues, namely, England and 
Russia. ‘The Russian Government hiave lately, though the Russian Bank, arranged. for 
the payment of the force, but they are naturally reluctant to continue this expedient, 
which, I think, would also be rejected by you, Sir, as not entively satisfactory, 

Thaye, &o 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


























Tnclosure in No. 151. 


Colonel Douglas to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 
(No, 42.) 
Sir, Guitahete, July 17, 1907, 

IN September last year, E had the honour to submit a report on the state of the 
Cossack Brigade at the expiration of Colonel Chernozoubofl’s term of command, and 
then expressed the opinion that the discipline of the eorps had deteriorated considerably. 
under that officer's régime, and that his successor was taking over his command att 

what critical period, and would find it dificult ti regain that complete contol over 

cers and men which was apparently exercised by Colonel Kosakovsky and his 
predecessors, 

The present Commandant, Colonel Liaklioff, is a young man, probably tot more 
84 or 35 years of axe, who has served for some time on the General Stall at 
is, and has on more than one occasion been employed for reconnaissance work in 
Eastern Asintic Turkey, He is a tall handsome man, with a good figure, a fret of 
which he is fully aware, and he wakes every use of the infinite variations in colour and 
detail to which the Caucasian costume lends itself, in order to set off his person to 
advantage, Apart from this almost feminine yanity in matters of dress, lie appears to 
nie to be a man of some strength of character, and by persistently upholding the rights 
of lis men he has to some extent succeeded in gainini Ucir confidence, 

During the ten months he lias been in Persia he has had numerous difficulties to 
contend with. Up till about eighteen months ago the money for the payment of the 
brigade had always been regularly hanged over to the Commandant, bit about that 
time the payments began to fall into Arrears, and latterly no money whatever has 
been disbursed by the Persian Government, who are apparently under the impression 
that Russia, sooner than see this force disbanded, will herself provide the necessary 
funds for its maintenance, The Russian Bank, however, after lending 80,000 tomans 

,000L) for the purpose, have refused to make any further advances, and the Persian 
Government, though prolific of promises, liave as yet shown no signs of producing any 
money, so the finaneial situation is at present a deadlock. 

Constant attacks on the brigade have been made in the Medjliss, where it ling 
been alleged, not without reason, that these troops are maintained with Persian money 
cutively for the benefit of Tussia, and that the officers and men in the provinces are 
systematically employed in collecting and sending information on local matters to their 
Head-quarters. A sworn statement to this elfeet, signed by five officers of the brigade, 
Was said to have been laid before the Assembly. It is probably ax a concession to 
Popular sentiment that Colonel Liakhoif now styles himself officially «Superintendent 
Of the Training of the Persian Cavalry” instead of as formerly “Commandant of the 
Persian Cossack Brigade,” 
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Taclosure 1 in No, 152, 


No. 8.—Monthly Summary of vents in Persia, 





¢ Governors in outlying 
1 as these men now seldom 
Jed vshen absent from head-quarters, 
resort to acts of violence, 
jeavoured to keep as many men as 
Jer his immediate orders for the 
500, he has still 


‘The number of small detachments sent to support thi 
towns anil districts las greatly increase 
receive the extra allowances to which they are enti 
they. frequently become  discont ti 
Colonel Laakhoit has since his arrival persistently end 
so as to have @ small force und 
but out of a total strength of 1 ; 
‘ng the outlying detachments wherever he 
men for the summer training 
‘At present out of the 700 men 
900 are supplied every night for patrolling the streets 


d of recent years, and 
iscontented and sometimes 


possible at ebran, so. as 
protection of Buropeans if necessary; but out 
800 away from head-quarters, and after re¢ 
tan do so he dogs not expect to collect more. than 800 
camp, which is to commence 

here, of whom 200 are artillery, 


at the end of this month. 
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Gulahek, July 19, 1907. 
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General Situation, 


THE general condition of the whole country is und 
slightly worse than last month, ‘The disturbances. at ‘Tehi 
about hy artificial means to serve the purposes of the React 
however, no reason to regard it as dangerous, 
appearance of being bankrupt, and artificial dem 
‘There is 0 far no reason to fear an outbreak and consequent danger to forcign lives of 
property, though isolated eases of robberies and other crimes are occasionally reported 
from some of the provinces, especially in the north-west, 

Ivis on record that in 1892 and 1893, during the last years of Nast-ed-Din Shah's 
reign, the situation was very similar from much the same causes, though there: was then 
no Rissian Debt and no Assembly, 

At Tehran a movement, headed by a prominent Mollah, in opposition to the 
Assembly, was subsidized by the Shah and his reactionary entourage, At one moment 
itscomed likely that, an open conflict and bloodshed would oceur, and this was only 
averted by the sagacity of the Liberal leaders, 


‘The want of money, which chiefly affects the Government and a section of the 
oficial and merean is 


Classes, is being used in the usual way as a lever to obtain foreign 
financial assistance. ‘The Russian Lonn Coupon due the Ith July has ben paid, bet 
the interest on the debts of the Government in current account—to the Russian Bank, at 
about 12 per cent., 500,000/.; to the Imperial Bank, at abont 12 per cent., 400,0001.; as 
well as about the same total due to Persian bankers emain unpaid, 

‘he soldiers have been demonstrating. for arrears of pay, but this was probably 
artificial, as it is no new feature. Some native bankers, who have large claims from the 
Government now overdue more than three years, took refuge at the Atabek's house, 
having probably been invited to do so, A large number of Government servants tang 
4 demoustration in the Artillery Square for arrears of pay, Iut were induced to return to 
their work under promises of a’speedy settlement of their claims, 


‘The prominent subjects of political interest in Persia during the month under review 
have been as follows — 


loubtedly bad, and is probably 
wran have been chiefly brought 


tionaries, ‘There seems, 
though the Government hus every 
onstrations are of daily occurrence, 


























Scistan-Robat lixtension 

German Bank negotiations 
Rinancialcrisis  .. 1 
Sular-ed-Dowleh’s surrender and arrival at Tehran .. 

Malek-ct-Tufjar in refuge at Russian Legation .. 
Shah’s hostility to Assembly... 
Disturbances in Western Persia 











Reported upon in separate 
a8 lespatches, 


} Reported in summary, 





Vote by Assembly for dismissal of Minister for War See separate Report, 


Murer of his mother by Zilses-Sultan’s son Akber,. See under “ Ispahay.” 


zerbaijan. 





onic situation at Tabrecz itself is apparently calmer, but outbreaks have occurred at 
Yenjan and Ardebil. At the former place the people urceked Government House, and 
citsted their Governor, At Ardebil there has been considerable bloodshed, and it ia 
Sorted that over 100 people were killed and wounded early in July. Both outbreaky 
Iricgralbarently due to the elections, ‘The Russian Minister has sent the following 


Satara im Persian, en clair, to the Russian Consul-General at Tabreez, and a copy to 
Astara:— 





snore. Ott account of reports received from Astara, 
ierease of the Cossacks on the frontier, who, upon a signal from mo, are to gnies 
Qiuebil tor the protection of Russian subjects, Orders have also been aiven ter ten 


senatanders of the war-ships which have been summoned to give every assistance to ons 
ons 


fie a 


orders have been given for the 
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i " ef ile out riding near Tabreez. 
Consul-General’s son was fired upon while out 

It issu wi the Russian Legation that they mistook bim and his escort for a robber 

band, 


Resht. 


jan troubles continue, ‘The villagers in some districts still refuse to hand 

over tothe landowners and to the foreign grain importers the portion of cocoons 
et See Hive. Governor of Ghilan, arrived at Resht on the aainganes 

[At Talish the properties of the Governor were destroyed by the people. 

‘The Governor endeavoured to put an end to the agrarian troubles by arreting: 
those who incited the people, and the situation had improved at the ond of Attics 
though the landowners had siiffered considerable losses. On the whole the p 
quiet, 


Meshed. 


‘The whole Province of Khorassan is remarkably quiet. No cident of note has 
been reported. 


Ispahan. 


‘The new Governor, Nayer-ed-Dowleh, arrived at his post during the course of the 
ner r ed his mother at Ispahan on 
‘Akber Mirza, one of the Zil-es-Sultan’s sons, murdered his mot 4 aba 
the 21st nie in the house of Agha Norullab, the brother of Agha Ne Ls iad 
bon goparnted from the Zit for, many years, and had a bad reputation 7 ust ad 
od her for money to go to Europe, and she fo the Aglia’s house, refusing 
ine TS are there was i stormy interview—and he finally fired three mae 
shots at his mother, who died the following any: The clergy terenpon ‘endeavoured to 

sxpel from Ispahan all the remaining sons and dependents of the Zi 
on the anh July one of the servants of His Majesty's Cor ui; Gloneral wan beatae 
‘and imprisoned by some people who apparently bore him a grudge. ‘They then delivers’ 
him to the Aghas, who sent him to the Consulate without a word of apolog; ae 
mattor has of course been taken up, by His Majesty's Minister, and the necessary punish 
tent, compensation, and apology, though it may take time, will be eventually wrung 
out of the Bal authorities. 


‘Sultanabad. 


i ‘i vl e he cause of constant 
The Mujtebed, named Haji Agha Mohsin, w! has been the Je 
complaints from Messrs, Ziegler, and who has for some time terrorized the district has 
just died, 


Yead. 


‘two hundred persons took refuge on or about the 15th instant at the telegraph 
bfliee, which is also the Viee-Consulate, ‘They protest against the oppression of 
Joeal representative of the Ministry of Finance, who has been sent to collect the taxes 
Stops are being taken to remove the refugees. 


Seistan. 


‘Although little interest was taken in matters relating to popular representation 18 
the Soistanand Kain district, it would appear from a telegram sent by the Leung 
Mollahs of Seistan to the Tehran Assembly, through His Majesty's Legation, that 2% 
attempt is being made to form a Local Assembly, and that the usual antagonistic Pa 

been formed. Aore 
save are erguaar of Selatan has shown an unftiendly disposition towards the British 
Consulate of late, but the Deputy Governor has not given dissatisfaction. 
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Kerman. 


Prine Farman Farma, Minister of Justice, is practically governing the Kerman 
district from Tehran, 

Some persons endeavoured at the beginning of June to bring about an agitation 
against the Governor; and the Russian Consul is reported to have {old him that 
his British colleague was responsible for the intrigue, The matter was even brought up 
in Tehran, 


‘The general situation in the south-east is normal, 


Kermanshah, 


Zahir-ed-Dowleh, Governor of Hamadan, arrived at Kermanshah on the 20th 
June, and succeeded the same day in dispersing the 2,000 refugees at His Majesty's 
Consulate. 

Onithe 22nd June the Salar-ed-Dowleh was handed over by His Majesty's Consul 
to the Zahir-ed-Dowleh, and shortly afterwards was taken to Tehran by Saif-ed-Dowleh, 


the Governor of whom we had complained. Zabir-ed-Dowleh will probably be confirmed 
Governor of Kermanshah, 


Shiraz, 


Nizam-es-Sultanch, the new Governor, arrived at his post on the 28th June, and 
three days later His Majesty's Consul called upon him, He has, however, not. yet 
retumed Mr. Grahame’s call, and representations are being made on the subject. 
Mr, Grahame alluded in his interview to the growing arrogance of the 
the necessity of cleaning and sanitating the town, the condition of which invites an 
epidemic, and alluded to the incompetency of the Karguzar, of whom both the Russian 
‘and British Ministers have complained. In the course of the interview Nizan 
Sultanch spoke in very bitter terms of Sir Mortimer Durand, and in still: more bitte 
terms of Major Sykes, This is, perhaps, only natural in view of the fuct at 
Mortimer Durand was obliged to insist on his dismissal from the Governorsliip of 
Arabistan and obtained an undertaking that he would not be employed in the south for 
‘number of years, in consequence of his hostility, 
‘he general condition of Fars is normal, 


clergy, and urged 


Bushire, 


His Majesty’s Resident writes as follows :-— 


“The outburst of free criticism, in the form of newspapers and pamphlets, which 
lias been one of the principal results ‘of the constitutional agitation, is. tending in the 


remoter districts of the Persian coast to weaken the only centralizing force still remain- 

namely, the prestige of the Central Government. It is argued by the rude Chiefs 
of tliese remote and uncivilized communities that no Government ean be really strong 
which permits such statements about itself to be seattered broadeast with impunity ; an 
it may consequently be eapected that applications to the Persian authorities to put 


down mal-practices by these hereditary Chiefs will meet with even less success than 
heretofore.” 


Alem-cl-Hoda, the son of the Tehran Mujtched Seyed Abdullah, who was one of 
the chiof obstructionists in the working of the local Assembly at Bushire, hns left for 
Mehran, ‘Ths local Assombly conse to oxist sHortly alternardes 

‘The Belgian Government are endeavouring to find a suitable local representative, 

Smuggling has increased of late in the Persian Gulf 

‘The German and Russian steamers continue to make 
and are usually well laden, 


ular journeys to the Gulf, 
bring British goods. 


It is a noticeable fact that the German steamers often 


(Signed) G, P. CHURCHILL, 
Gulahek, July 19, 1907. 
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Inclosure 2 in No, 152. 
Summary of Proceeslings of Persian National Assembly, from June 30 to July 16, 1907. 


Thursday, June 20,—Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh, Delegate of the Ministry of the 
Interior, informed the House that the Atabek-i-Azim had been informed by the British 
Minister that Prince Salar-ed-Dowleh had taken refuge at the British Consulate at 
Kermanshih, and had asked for an assurance of personal safety. The Delegate wished 
to know the views of the House before answering His Majesty's Minister. A number of 
Depiities made speeches, some declaring that the Salar’s properties must be confiseated, 
others laying stress on the serious character of the rebellion lead by the Salar, for which 
he should be severely punished, ‘wo prominent Members called into question the 
propriety of the British Minister olfering protection to a rebel, but others pointed out 
tiiat 11i8 Majesty's Minister did not protect him, but merely stated the fact that he had 
come to the British Consulate and communicated his request without comment. ‘The 
Mujtehed Seyed Abdullah said a few words in support of the British Legation, and in 
praise of the British Government, He deprecated any farther discussion of the matter 
atthe public sitting, and it was eventually decided to resume the debate with closed 
doors, u 

‘The Committee appoiuted to investigate and render a decision regarding the 
tranfor of the Astara-Ardebil road by the Malek-ct-Tujjar to a Russian subject. pre- 
sented their Report whieh was read, ‘The transfer was declared to be illegal and null 
an void, ‘ 

Suturdiy, dune 22,—The proposed supplementary clauses to the Constitution were 
discussed, and subsequently some domestic matters were raised by the Minister of 
Justice who attended, ane 

Sunday, June 23.—A letter was read at the public sitting from His Majesty's 
Minister to the Atabek-i-Avam expressing satisfiction at the departure of the refugees 
from the British Consulate at Kermnanshah, and thanking the Persian Government for 
the steps taken in the matter, especially for the elficteney and promptitude with which 
Yahired-Dowleh, the Governor of Hamadan, carried out his mission, ‘The letter 

inued to state that His Majesty's Minister lias informed Salar-ed-Dowleh that_no 
protection could be given to him in view of the fact that he had openly rebelled against 
the Government, If was tien announced that the Salar-ed-Dowleh had been delivered 
to the Zahir-ed-Dowleh, and vould be brought to Tehran for trial, 

‘Vhe House then proceeded to discuss domestic matters including the situation created 
by the hostile demonstration made by one of the Mujteheds, Sheikh Pazlullah, who had 
retired with a considerable following to the shrine of Shah Abdul Azam in protest against 
the Assembly. ‘ 

Monday, June 24,—It having been decided that every Monday the Cabinet should 
confer with’ Select Committee of the House on matter of public interest, the eight 
Ministers forming the Cabinet attended at  a.at, but the proceedings were conducted 
in private, 

Pe uesday, June 26.—Uhe Howse sat in the morning, but there was a very. poor 
attendance. A Deputy, who is a member of the medical profession, made a speech on 
the subjcet of the great mortality due to small-pox, and urged compulsory vaccination. 
Another Deputy complained of the violence of @ section of the press which gave rise to 
‘a stormy debate during which the Clerical party was the subject of a determined attack 
from some of the Tabreez members, ery 

‘Thursday, June 27. Vote of Censure on the Minister of War.—The morning's sitting 

was devoted 10 a debate on the subject of the Minister of War, His Imperial Highness 
Naib-es-Sultaneh, the Shah’s uncle and father-in-law, who has the reputation of being 
the principal reactionary. Ie was declared by some of the members as incompetent 
‘and unqualified for the post he held, it was stated that he had received during the 
current year the sum ot 265,000 tomans for the pay of the troops part of which he had 
paid over, but the greater proportion of which had been spent in reactionary propaganda. 
‘After the conelusion of the debate, which was characterized throughout by remarkable 
self-restraint and perfect order, votes were cast with the result that out of eighty-nine 
yoters, eighty-seven voted for the dismissal of the Minister of War, one voted in hi 
favour, anil one abstained from voting. It was, however, decided in Committee not to 
press the Government to carry out the decision of the House, in view no doubt of his 
close relationship to the Shah, but it was left to the Government to carry out the wislics 
‘of the Assembly on their own initiative, 
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Various questions of a domestic nature were then discnssed including the tone of the 
local press. the adivinistration of the Ministry of Justice, and the internal arrangements 
of the Assembly. 

Saturday, June 29.—In consequence of letters addressed to the House by. various 
Societies protesting against the conscription in Turkey of Persian subjects into the 
Turkish army, the question was brought under discussion, and Taki Zadé observed that 
it must first be found out whether this action on the part of the Turkish Government 
‘vas in accordance with international law or not. If contrary to law all Persian subjects 
should be invited by the High Priests of Nejef to return to’ their native land, and the 
Persian Government should be moved to withdraw their Ambassador at Constantinople, 

Hezret explained that the Turkish Government only. insisted on the conscription 
of Persians who had married Turkish women and bad children by them. ‘The President 
siated that information liad reached him that the Turkish Government inlend in future 
to cnlist all Persians who had resided over three years in Turkey. 

Reports were read dealing with the disorders in the north-west province, at Zenjan 
and Ardebil. ‘The Naib-es-Sultaneh was blamed for the former. 

It was decided by a majority of eleven votes to send the Regulations for the local 
Assemblies to the provinces in the charge of two delegates, one on the part of the 
Ministry of the Interior and one on behaif of the Touse, 

Sunday, June 30.—The National Bank scheme was again brought up, and one of 
the members stated that the Shah was prepared to subscribe the sum of 750,000 tomans 
to show his sympathy with the undertaking; but liftle impression was produced, A 
letter was received by the House from the Ziles-Sultan aa follows :—— 


_ ‘In aceordance with this letter, I take oath to the Sacred National Assembly never 
in my life to desire the Goyernorsbip of Ispaban, and, if even the Government. and 
nation would offer it to me, not to accept i ve 


_ Tuesday, July 2.—In connection with the hostile Mujtched in retirement at an 
adjoining shrine, a telegram was received by the House from Zenjan, communicating i 
copy of a Circular telegram sent by the hostile Mujtehed entirely misrepresenting the 
cause of the quarrel and endeavouring to inflame the provinces, ‘The Assembly, after 
discussing the situation, addressed a note on the subject to the Atabek-i-Azam, drawing 
the attention of the Government to the intrigues of the Mujtehed in question, be 

Thursday, July 4.—The hostile demonstration headed by the ‘Mujtehea Sheikh 
Fuzlullah, having attained serious proportions, the sitting was devoted to debates on 


this subject, ‘The following telegram was addressed by the House to all the 
provinces :— : 


“As from the first Haji Sheikh Fazlullaly Nuri saw that the strengthening of the 
foundations of the limited monarchy would be contrary to his personal interests—since 
the strengthening of the pillars of justice will assuredly put a stop to his sources of 
profit—he put obstacles in the way, sometimes secretly and sometimes openly. The 
Assembly hoped that in time he would abandon his crooked ways and adopt the high 
toad of probity, but were disappointed, Lately he accepted a large sum of money, and 
{ried to obtain the Governorships of Seistan and Kain for the Heshmet-ul-Mulk, As 
the Assembly, for various considerations, did not approve of this appointment, he 
thereupon showed open hostility to the Assembly to such an extent that the people of 
Velran could bear it no longer, He was obliged to seek rofugo at Shah Abdul Azim 
with a number of evil characters, including the son of the notorions Haji Agha Mohsin, 
of Sultanabad, who, on account of his evil proceedings at Sultanabad, has been called 
to account and trial. According to information received, he has sent. intlaminator 

telegrams to all the provinces inciting the people to revolt, Although by the help of 
God, the great Mujteheds of the Holy Thresholds, and the great Ulema of Persia, the 
complete accord of all the Moslems, and the assistance of all enlightened believers, there 
is no fear whatsoever; still, in order that the general public in the provinces should not 
{all into the trap Inid by those who have personal. motives, it was necessury to explain 
the motives whieh directed the activity of this individual, . - i 


Itis interesting to note in this connection that the Mujteheds, Seyed Abdullah and 

ved Mohammed, who are on the side of the Assembly, paid a private visit to the 
Mujtehed in opposition at Shih Abdul Azim, and endeavoured to persuade him to return 
to town and abandon his hostile activity. Sheikh Fazlullah, however, made some 
demands which bear a remarkable similarity to those of the Russian Government for 
the purpose of dissolving the Jast Duma. He insisted upon the banishment of twenty. 
fixe members of the National Assembly, His demands were, of course, flatly refused, 
[1821] Qua 
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and a statement of the proceedings at the interview were publisied in the “ Madjliss” 
iewspaper of the 6th July over the names of the two Mujteheds, 

Phere was at this period every probability of an armed conflict between the two 
parties, which was only averted by the restraining influence of the leaders, who realized 
that such a conflict was precisely the aim and object of the reactionaries, who were 
backing Sheikh Fazlullah, Ma 

Saturday, July 6.—Telegrams from Sultanabad were read describing disorders 
which had occurred there, for which Haji Agha Molisin was responsible. Sheikh 
Fazlullah was also suspected of having intrigued in the matter. Further reports were 
then read respecting the disturbances and bloodshed at Ardebil and ‘Talish. ‘This gave 
rise to.an excited debate, in which ‘Taki Zade took a prominent part, respecting the 
responsibility of the Cabinet Ministers, ‘The Shahi and his reactionary entourage were 
also blaiied, but the Atabek-i-Azam had some supporters among the members. ‘The 
rewult of the debate was a decision to ask the Cabinet Ministers to attend the public 
sitting of the House on the following day. ae 

Sunday, July 7. General Interpellation of the Cabinet.—The whole Cabinet, with 
the exception of the Naib-es-Sultanch, was present at the House by invitation. After 
some questions had been put, and unsatisfactory answers given, regarding the unsettled 
condition of the country, with particular reference to Sultanabad, a general attack was 
made on the Government by a number of Deputies, who showed remarkable courage 
‘and no little ability, 

One Deputy Said : 


“We do not know whether the country is really constitutional, and it must be 
decided once for all whether the Shah intends to be ‘on the side of the people or 
against them, It is the duty of the Ministers to convince the Shah that the 
Assembly: aind the people are not opposed to his will, but that the House is labouring to 
faidvance the interests of the country, to protect the Crown, the Throne, and the Royal 
Bamily.” 


He asked the Atabek to inform the House whether it would be possible to bring 
about a wool understanding with the Shah; but, if not, he thought it would be as well 
to tell the Assembly the fact plainly, ‘The Atabek, who appeared somewhat nervous and 
embarrassed, replied, afler a moment's consideration, that he would discuss the 
watter fully before a Select Committee, but in the meantime he said that in his 
opinion the difficulties could be overcome, His Highness then referred to the 
absence of a regular army, to the want of money, and to the absence of proper regula 
tions for the guidance of the Ministers, without which they could not be held fully 
responsible. 

Taki Zadé, the notorious ‘Pabreez Deputy, who is nequiring a reputation for 
advanced views nnd fearlessiess in attack, interrupted some of the members who were 
about to say encouraging ant flattering things to the Minister of the Interior, say 
that tle Ministers were not asked to come to Parliament to be thanked! and flattered, 
In all comntries Ministers came to Parliament to answer questions, and in most 

4 with the eaception of Persia, they came of their own accord. Continuing, 


4 We have been wasting our tine, and that of the Ministers, by discussing the details 
of the Zonjan, Sultanabad, Ardebil, and other cases, 

their broad issues, TL is not our business to giv 

the details of administration, We must ask for explanations on questions of policy 
expross our views on broad outlines. ‘The Ministers may have very good explanations 
to give—they may even he able to exonerate themselves from blame—but they may be 
forced to admii thut they cannot carry out tie poliey we advocate or that they are 
unable to maintain order in the country, In the latter case they must resign, 1 ask 
the Minister of the Interior to explain why there are disorders all over the 

to disprove the charge brought against him by the people of having wilfully brougl 
them about, If the Members of this House think that the present Ministers eannot be 
replaced, I maintain with all due deference that they are mistaken, If a man is raised 
to office it docs not necossarily follow that he is a capable official, 


Many other speeches were delivered in the sawie spirit, and the Minister of War 
‘was again severely criticised and condemned. ‘The House rose at 9 rt, after a three 
hours’ sitting, and adjourned, with the Cabinet, into a private room, where Taki Zadé 
demanded from the Atabek an answer to his speech. Mukbber-es-Sultanch, Minister 
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‘of Fiueation and brother of the President, endeavoured to reprimand him for his 
importunity, and the Atabek spoke in very general terms, During the course of a 
private interview with a member of His Majesty's Legation the folloving day, the 
‘Mtabek showed that he had been yery much embarrassed by the attinde adopted 
towards him by the Assembly. He said that when they pressed lim on the subject of 
the Shah’s dealings with Sheikh Fazlullah, the hostile Mujtched, he had to he 
particularly eareful. Had he denied altogether that the Shali had subsidized the 
i, the Assembly would very probably have confronted him with definite proofs. 

Tuesday, July 9-—Vhe debates were devoted chiefly to matters relating to local 
administration, In consequenee of the pressing request of Rahim Khan, who, it vill be 
remembered, vas implicated in the 'abreez disturbances at the end of May, a letter was 
written to the Government authorizing the removal of his chains, but holding them 
responsible for his safe custody. ‘Telegrams from most of the provinces were read with 
rezaril to the demonstrations of Sheikh Fazlullah, sympathizing with the Assembly and 
the Liberal cause, 

Thursday, July W1.—The Bill regulating the procedure to be adopted by the 
Ministry of the Interior was read in the presence of the Minister of Justice, ‘The latter 
came to the House to give some explanations regarding tle administration of the 
Province of Kerman, which is under his 19 year old son, but he did not find an opportunity 
of speaking. 

‘ue Azerbaijan members did not attend, 


‘The following telegram was received by the House from the ‘Tabroez Assembly, 
and was discussed in private:— 


“The Russian Consul is always secking to create difficulties to serve his own 
ends. Some time ago lie eame into contact with the guards patrolling the town, and 
took their rifles from them, and still retains thom at the Consulate, On the night of 
the Sth July the servants of Hassan Agha, the Russian 'Tajir Bashi (principal merchant: 
unofficially attached to the Consulate) went to the village of Bashmiuch, where the 
Tajir Bashi owns some Iand, and there became intoxicated and insulied some vi 
women, ers arrested these men, and reported the mutter to the As 

who, in their turn, informed the Governor of the fuels, Arrangements were being 
made to send a deputation to bring the men to town, but in the meantinic the Russian 
Consul proceeded to Bashminch accompanied by sixteen Cossacks and reseuedl the wien 
by force. Tn the morning he protested to the Governor by letter, a copy or which will 
besont by post. It is requested that the Russian Legation be moved to send strong 
orders to the Consul here not to interfere in local affairs in this manner.” 


Saturday, July V4, Mahmood Kitabfrush expressed surprise at the manner 
in which the Russian Legation protected the Malek-ct-ajjar, who had taken refuse 
there. He pointed out that the Malek was well known to have defrauded the public 
of large sums of money apart from the illegal sale of the Road Concession to the 
Russians. Ilis guilt was no less apparent than that of Salar-ed-Dowleh, to whom the 
British Government had refused to give protection, Other speakers agreed that it was 
twmarkable that the Russian Legation should persist in protecting such an individual, 
One of the members then explained that they were obliged ty do so in view of the gale 
of the roal, which placed the Russians ander an obligation to the Malek, ‘he 
President thereupon. stron; aided the Inst speaker, and deprecated any 
reference to the inisters. He endeavoured to defend the Russian 
Legation, and referred to two official letiors addressed by them to the Persian Governe 
ment which were in the possession of the House. 

_ !tsvas announced that a large number of officials had taken up their quarters in th 
Artillery Square as a protest against the non-payment of their 
tint they had eventually been induced to return to work 
settlement, 

Sunday, July 15.—The sitting was devoted to the reading of 4 Bill framed for the 


tiirpose of restricting the excessive freedoin now enjoyed by the press, of which a section 
Tas abused, : 


ies but it was said 
ader promise of w speedy. 


Finance Committee —The Finance Committee has been busily occupied during the 


Shole month with the Budget, and considerable progress is reported. Some useful 
Work hias been done by the Committee, which is attended by the Minister of Finance, 


Ajuite instructions lave Leen given to the provincial Governors with respect to the 
collection of revenue. 
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German Bunk Project—At the beginning of July the Government sent the 
proposed agreement to the Assembly, but requested that it should be discussed in a 
Fecret Committee in accordance with Articles 33 and 54 of the Constitution. After 
Tengthy discussions the draft Agreoment was returned to the Government, greatly 
modified and curtailed, on the 17th July. 

‘Trial of Persons. accused of Sale of Persian Women to Turcomans.—This trial, which 

new feature, was conducted on principles quite novel for Persia by the 
Minister of 1 in person, ‘The accused were Assef-ed-Dowleh (ex-Governor of 
Khorassan) and Salar Motakham (ex-Governor of Bujnurd), both very wealthy aud well- 
connected, Judgment was given against Salar Mofakham, who was condemned to pay 
fa large fine and {o five years’ imprisonment, An appeal will be made, 

‘National Bank—An attempt was mae early in July to revive the National Bank 
acheme, for wiich purpose meetings were held at which ways and means were discussed 
by the persons who originated the idea, A statement was drawn up embodying the 
sips which were considered necessary, The Atabekei-Azam has been supplied by the 
‘Assembly with the original Concession and the draft Asreement between the National 
Bank and the Government for a Government loan, So. far, however, the result of this 
furtlier attempt to float the concern has not been very promising. 


‘Tuesday, July 16—The Ministers of Justice and Publie Works were present by 
request. 

Wms elevical representative from Khoy in Azerbaijan made a determined attack on 
the Government for want of good-will towards the work undertaken by the Assembly, 
He oven went so fur as to say that the Shah was showing opposition. ‘The Minister of 

plied for the Government, and a heated altercation ensued. ‘The Minister of 

as criticised for having agreed to go to the Russian Legation in uniform, and 

for linving apolowized for the incident connected with the Malek-et-Tujjar (reported in « 

separate despatch). He threw. the responsibility on the whole Cabinet, and promised 
to discuss the matter more fully: in Committeo. Different subjects were discussed 

usunl without arriving at any definite decision, Taki Zade seized the opportunity 

‘ufordeil by the more than usually erratic proceedings to impress upon the Blouse the 

necessity of kevping to the order of the day, He ridiculed the manner in which 

debates were conducted, and impressed upon his hearers the necessity of keeping to 

one subject itil it was thoroughly exhausted, The members decided to eall upon the 
lent in future to decide upon the order of the day, and not to discuss extraneot 


(Signed) G. P, CHURCHILL. 





(26376) No, 158. 


Sir ©. Spring-Kice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 6.) 


v, Gulahek, August 6, 1907. 
DING to an official telegram received by the Persian Government and 
in. missionaries by the United States! 
é-d’Aaires, 6,000 Turks with guns are within 2 miles of Urmi and have killed 
muny Christian villagers, 
United States’ Chargé d’Affaires begs that, with a view to strong action being 
taken at Constantinople, above may be brouglt to the knowledge of his Government. 





(263771 No. 154, 


i C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 6.) 


‘No. 206.) 

Telegraphic.) P. 
FRONTIER question. 
T have just seen the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who says that the Persian 

Government have no adequate means of defence on the spot. ‘The Governor of 


Gulahek, August 6, 1907. 


(25034) No. 16°, 


Foreign Office to India Ofice. 

Sir, : 
j Foreign Office, August 6, 1907. 

L LAID bofore Secretary Sir B. Gre lottei V ultimo re 

a Aaa oe tary Sit B. Groy your Iotor of the 36th ultimo relative to 
, Lam to state that he concurs in Mr. Secretary Morley’s suggestion to approve th« 

{eto proposed by the Government of Tada, and in his propos to request them nok 

fiemetion any Concession which the Sheikh may propose to grant without reporting 


Meck! 2, Grey further concurs in the request which itis proposed to address to 


Tam, &. 
(Signed) "LOUIS MALLBT. 
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Sujbulak reports that an attack is threatened by the Turks, whose Commandant. has 
sent to the Persian Kurds letters inciting them to rebel. Great excitement prevails in 
Tehran, and the Ala-es-Sultaneh urges that, in order to prevent continuance of 
dovastations and massacres by Persian and Turkish Kurds, supported by Turkish 
regulars, in the frontier districts, immediate representations should be made at 
Constantinople. 


Se eee 


(26003) No. 155. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 

(No. 87. 

Rene) 1p Foreign Office, August 6, 1907. 
QUARANTINE: Your telegram No. 204. 

No complaint as to Russian Minister's action has been made hy ua Representas 
tion to Russian Ambassador, of which you were informed in my telegram No. $5, and 
to which no reply has yet been received, is sole action taken. 

Pelegraphs, 

Following sent to St, Petersburgh, No. 116 of the 26th ultimo :-— 


(Here insert Foreign Office telegram No. 116 to Mr. O’Beirne.] 


Reply from Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs states that he is telegraphing to 
‘Tehran for information respecting the reported loan, about which he has hitherto 
heard nothing. 





(22161) No. 156. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


r, Foreign Office, August 6, 1907. 

[ LAID before Seeretary Sir E, Grey your letter of the 4th instant relative to 
the proposal to recover from the Persian Government the sum of 2,001, due as com- 
pensation for the attack on Lieutonant-Colonel Douglas aud Captain Lorimer by 
withholding payment of the Jask royalty, 

Tam directed to state that in view of the observations contained in Mr. Kirk's 
Memorandum inclosed in your letter Sir E, Grey shares Mr. Secretary Morley’s opinion 
that it would be undesirable to effect the recovery in the manner proposed, and that 
having regard to the present financial situation in Persia he does not propose to 
take any further steps in the matter, 

Tam to add that the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Treasury haye 
concurred in this proposal. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE, 





[26479] No. 157. 


"1 Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 7.) 
(No. 109.) 
(elegraphie,) P. Constantinople, August 7, 1907. 

WITH reference to your telegrams Nos. 87 and 88 of of the 6th dnd 7th instant 
tespectively concerning the reports of aggressions by the ‘Turks on the ‘'urco—Persian 
frontier, I spoke to the Minister for Foreign Affairs the day before yesterday, and he 
Assiired me that he would institute immediate inquiries, and that if it were 
Ee that the Turkish troops had crossed the frontier they would be ordered to 
vithdraw, 

When T received your telegram No. 86 of the 3rd instant I communicated its 
Substance to the Russian Ambassador, and I propose to renew strong representations 
to the Sublime Porte after again seeing M. Zinoview. 





(1521) 
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(26480) No. 158. 


Mr. Bryce to Sir Edward Grey —(Received August 7.) 
(No. 81) 
(Telegraphic. Ps Intervale, August 7, 1907. 

“NILE Amorican Ambassador at Constantinople has been instructed by telegraph 
that due respect amd protection is to be given to Americans at Urumia. Cannot 
instructions to co-operate be sont to British Ambassador.” 

to your telegram dated yesterday, the foregoing telegram was received 

from Acting Secretary of State. 





(26477) No. 159. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 7.) 


Gulahek, August 7, 1907. 
URCO-PE 
It isstated by the Persian Government that Kurds, under authority from the 
‘Purkish Government, are on their way to Sujbulak, and that a. battalion ‘of Turkish 
troops under Izzet ison its way to Sardasht. ‘They also state that the punitive 
x ish the Kurds is scuse for Turkish 
fi that his Goyernment will take 


Yousul at ‘Tbreez has also just. telegraphed! the following 


o “Mn, Urmia, has sont me copy of a letter addressed by the Officer Commanding 
Purkish troops to the Dasht Kurds. ‘his letter he intereepted, It informs them 
ilit the Marks will e tnd dive Persian troops out of the district _as soon 
fs urtillery and reinforcente i them,” 





(26478) No, 160. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edivard Grey.—(Received August 7.) 


Gulahek, August 7, 1907. 
ficial, who has just come back from Astara, told ‘onsul at 
issiin fore of 60 men on frontier ha ud that 
© Woon asked for. A ship of war is stated by Attabek to be off 
tlie const 





[26481] No. 161. 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received August 7.) 


Gulahek, August 7, 1907. 


J RCO-PERSTAN frontier, 
‘Affairs has communicated telegrams on the subject 


unofficially to ( i thier from Herr Stel his Government 
is much interested in question, and may invoke Article XVILL of Treaty. 





(26571) No. 162. 
Draft Memorandum to be communicated to M. Isvolsky. 


ud the lionour to receive the aidemdioire which the 
Imperial M ty 

(1th June), 1 tive to the 1 

and Meshed~ ML which wns accomponial bya draft Arrangement for carrying 


(26480) No, 163°. 
(%, re Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor, 
‘ ‘ 
legraphic,) P. Foreign Office, August 8, 1907, 
[Repeats Mr. Bryce’s No. $1.] 


wits zogui the ‘lvisability of making further representations, you should confer 





(1521) 
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out the exchange in question, His Majesty's Embassy would beg leave to point, out 
that the draft Arr ‘angement contemplates the transfer to Russian administration of the 
whole control ex: reised at present by the British administration over the Meshed- 
Tehran line, while it provides that the Rus: administration should in exchange 
hand over to the British administration only that portion of the Meshed-Seistan line 
which lies outside the Russian sphere. 

ILis Majesty’s Embassy is, however, authorized to state that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, after carefully considering the question and desiring to facilitate an agreement, 
are prepared to accept the draft Arrangement, provided that the point at which the 
British control over the: Meshed-Seistan line is to commence should be Khaf. 


St. Petersburgh, August, 1907. 


(26570) No. 163. 
Draft Memorandum to be communicated to M. Isvolsicy. 


TIS Majesty’s Embassy had the honour to receive the aide-mémoire which the 
Imperial Ministry for Poreign Affa was good enough to address to it on the 
fh June (Sth July), and w proposed that the eastern section of the line 
dolimitating the sphere of Russian interests in Pe i dun from Kakh through 
i-Sheikh Jam to a point at the intersection of the three frontiers 
stan, and Persia. 
nmont 
have 
$ ninent 
the modifications wh heen 
Maj f me time is instructed to point out that 
line, as now proposed, makes a considerable deflection from Kakh eastwards 
ls the han frontier, and as it w ficult, in meeting the criticisi 

which would inevitably be made, to explain the y of the deviation in q 
His Majesty’s Goyernment would urge the Imperial Russian Government to agree to 
i n Kakh through Purbet-i-Sheikh Jam toa point 
at the intersect D @ fr ers, lea x Khaf outside and to the east lof 

the line. 

i jesty’s Embassy trusts © Imperial Ministry for Py irs will 
assent to the tracing indi My ab ly i of the liberal spi in which 
His Majes' ng of the western and central sections o| 
the line latinas the maar oft imiretaennatanses in ma, 


St. Petersburgh, August, 1907. 





(26777) No. 164. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor. 
(No, 94.) 
(Velegraphic.) P. r je, August 8, 1907. 
TURKISIL ression on Persian frontier: 
Turkish troops have, according to information supplied by Persian Chargé 
plundered numerous villages, including Moraneh, of which the inhabitants 
stians, where nincty men aud women were massacred aud ten young woinen 
en prisoners, 
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(26480) No. 165. 
Sir Euward Grey to Mr. Bryce. 
(No. 35.) 


(Pelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 8, 1907. 
MURCO-PERSIAN frontier dispute: Your telegram No. 31. 
ease eonvey following information to United States’ Government:— 
Instructions have already been sent to His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople 
epresentations in concert with Russian Ambassador. 
now being instructed to confer with United States’ Ambassador as to 
advisability of further representations. 





(26755) No. 166. 


Aide-mémoire communicated by the Turkish Ambassador, August 


SUR In foi de télégrammes envoyés de Téhéran, certains journaux d’Europe 
tmnoncent que les troupes Impérinles auraient passé la frontitre prés d’Urmia et 
attnqué Varméo Persan. 

Les faits ainsi présentés dénaturent la vérité, . 

Pout le monde sait que 1e Gouvernement Impérial n’a aueune visée d’extension. 

Loin de lui pareille pensée. Les troupes Impériales ne se sont portées & aucune 


Elles n'ont fait et ne font que maintenir Yordre et la tranquillité que des bandes 
venues de Perse cherehent & troubler. 

Les incursions de cvs bandes, parmi lesquelles se trouve méme bon nombre 
Aagitatours Arménions, se répétant, sans que le Gouvernement Persin, malgré les 
plus vives représentations du Gouvernement Impérial, prenne aucune mesure pour les 
cmpéeher, force a été [sic] aux nutorités Impériales de les repousser par les armes. 

C'est un incident de se genre que le Gouvernement Persan représente comme une 
attaque de Iw part du Gouvernement Ottoman, alors que les troupes Impériales ne 
font que veiller i In stiroté de In frontidro et i Vintégrité du territoire Ottoman. 


Ambassade Impériale de Turquie, Londres, 
le 8 Aoiit, 1907. 








(26756) No. 167, 
Aide-mémoire communicated by the Turkish Ambassador, August 9, 1907. 


RAPPOR'Y adress6 par les autorités Impériales A la Sublime Porte sur Vincident 
des enyirons d’Urmia: 

Crest une arméocomposée de trois mille Persans et Arméniens qui a fait irruption 
dans les communes de Terkuvar et de Beradoste et incendié les villages, obligeant les 
habitants 4 se réfugier sur les montagne: 

Comme les dits Persans et Arméniens se sont portés de IA Merknyar, malgré le 
présence d’unie garnison Ottomane, les troupes Impériales ont dé les repousser jusqu’an 
deli de fn frontidre. 

Tis ont perdu dans cette rencontre trente hommes, dont dix-sept Arméniens. 


Ambassade Impériale de Turquie, Londres, 
te 9 Aut, 1907. 
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(26720) No. 168. 


Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 9.) 
(No. 110.) 
{elegraphic). P. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Your telegram No, 93 of the 8th instant. 
‘The Turkish Government has sent a Circular to its Representatives. abroad to the 
eifect that the Turkish authorities are simply repulsing bands of Turkish irregulars 
‘wlio hai penetrated into Turkish territory, uhd denying the reports of aggression on 
part of the Turks 
‘The Persian Ambassador informs me that the Porte lias assured him that they will 
)li to the military authorities instructing them not to advaneo, and the Grand 
+ has told me confidentially that he has proposed that a mixed ‘urco-Persian 
Commission should be formed to investigate the recent troubles, 
Tam in constant communication with the United States’ Ambassador with regard 
to the situation at Urumia, 


Constantinople, August 9, 1907. 


(26721) No, 169. 


Sir @. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received august 9.) 
(No, 210.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 9, 1907. 

HOPI Minister for Foreign Affairs and Atabeg have given assurances that they 
Till nob allow the|Soutam talegraply lino’ tolfallfiedo: Rustan litte it eonstrvoted, 

ropose to object to the construction of extension as long as Seistan office is under 
Russian control, “There is no evidence as to Russian oficial netion with regard to 
Seistan . 

On well founded ground of delay in transmission of messages to Russia tho 
Russian Legation have officially asked for a second wire from ‘Teluan to. Shahrud, 
Persian Government: provides material but Iam informed by the telegraph director 
tat there will be a long delay unless the work is begun before the autumn, 


(26715) No. 170. 
ir ©. Spring-Rice lo Sir dinar Grey.—(Neceived August 9.) 


Gulahek, August 9, 1907. 

Tis reported from Meshed and Resht, although there is no confirmation here, 
tat the Russian Bank employés speak of reorganization of the bank with German 
money. 

‘The French Minister was informed by M. Hartwig that he believes that the 
Thussian Bank manager will, in connection with French loan, proceed to Paris, 

Nasr-ul-Mulk, the Minister of Finance, has announced, with the approval of the 
Assembly, that a foreign adviser, said by the Atabog to be a Swiss subject, will be 
employed for the National Bank, which is, however, still in abeyance. 





(26480) No, 171, 


we a Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 
‘Telexraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 9, 1907. 
MNURCO:PERSTAN frontier dispute: ‘Your telegram No, ad 

Instructions lave been ‘sent to American Ambassador at Constantinople to urge 
povtection for Americans at Urumia, 
. in compliance with a request received from the United States’ Goyernment, 
iustruetions haye been sent to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople to confer 
With his American colleagues as to advisability of making further representation: 


ee Ea ee ee a a 
(1521) 28 
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(26822) No. 172. 
Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 10.) 
(No, 212,) 

(Pelegraphic) Ps 
‘URCU-PERSIAN frontier. 7‘ 
Mie Atabes says that the Sultan insists on his 
whether Per 
e expedition against tl 
rauiders and the 


Gulahek, August 10, 1907. 














appealed to 
‘Phe Firman Birma is le: 
guns, He told me that in ten days 1,600 local troops would be on the spot 





(26832) No. 178, 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 11.) 





No. bal * 
eee H yy te. Constantinople, August 11, 1907. 
PURCO-PERSIAN frontier. : 
Tinmediniely communicated the substance of your telegram No, 94 of the 
instant to the Minister for Foreign ‘Atfairs, and at the same time: urged the nee 
Urthe Porte ab once taking stops to prevent proceedings which might lead to very 
srious consequences. f 
seriott ane iuturmed by. his Excelleney that orders for the punishment, of those proved 
gully of the excesses alleged to have beon committed and for the withdrawal of the 
troops within the contested zone were sent to Van n the Oth instant. 
ihe Parks say that they haye captured some Armenian agitators who were among 
tlie Pers WU they adinit that the frontior was crossed in pursuit of the Persiaus, 
“Sho Delitnitation Commission, under Zeki Pasha, at Mosul, is said to be abont to 


procecd under orders to make a joint inquiry with the Persians, 





th 
































(26829) No. 174. 

Sir . Spring-Rice (o Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 11.) 
(No, 213.) 
REAL hind 
‘abroes, to bo with the Russ 
Sue F chin, a large village north-west of Dasht, belonging 


to Nojd, lias been occupied by Turks. 


P Gulahele, August 11, 1907. 
an refugees are reported by His Majesty's Viee-Consul, 
Consul at Urmia, ‘The anxiety there is great, and the 






















(26830) No, 175. 


Sir ©. SpringsRice to Sir Bdward Grey—(Reeeived August 11.) 


(re ue) v. Gulakek, August 11, 1907. 
TURCO-PERSLAN frontie a + 
Maleeramn en eladr from Persian Ambassador at Constantinople reports Sultan says 

Persian aggression vas responsible for Lurkish action, and suggests inquiry into affair 

on the spot by the Commissioners now at Mosul 


















































(26831) No. 176. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 11.) 
(No. 215.) 
(felegraphie.) P. e Gulahek, August 11, 1907. 
WITH reference to my telegram No. 210 of the Oth instant, telographie material 
has been ordered and paid for at Baku by the Persian Telegraph Adininistration, 
Anmngements, of which the Russian Minister sys he has no information, were made 
‘vith Russian Government four months ago by English Company to lower to rate in 
foree vidi Shahrud the rates vid the Company's line. 

























(28499) No. 17. 
Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 20.) 


QXe. 108) 
Sir, Tehran, July 24, 1907 
I UNDERSTAND that the appointment of the Military Attaché at Meshed 
comes to an end in October of this year. I venture again to bring this question to 
your notiee, as T consider that it is important that the post of Military Attaché should 
hot be suppressed, I am not of course competent to form an opinion on military 
matters, but from the t of view [venture to urge that it is important 
ry and political 




















affairs in Contral A 
form a valuable indi 











can devote all his time to intelli 
inion by my weollection of the confused and contradictory ached 
this Legation’ in 1900 at the time of the transfer of 2,000 Russian troops from tie 
Caueastis to Central Asia, Lad the present system been then in foreo the true 
nature of this movement would haye transpired at oneo, and would haye prevented 
an unnecessary seare, I venture to dd that should an Agreement be arrived at with 
Russia, it will be most important (to quote your words) to have clear aud accurate 
information as to ‘tho spirit in which tle Agreoment is observed,” and for this 
purpose it is essential that you should retain every possible means of forming a conrect 
judgment. And it is evident that among those means the reports of the Meshed 
Military Attaché will not be the least valuable. 




























Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RIC! 








(27104) No. 178. 
Sir C. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 12.) 


(No. 169.) 
Sig Gulahek, July 24, 1907. 
WITH reference to your despatch No, 109 of the 24th June, and previous cor 
nice, I have the lionour to request tlat reference should he made to Inelosn 
i A, Hardinge’s despatch No. 166 of the 28th October, 1901 (Confidential Print, 
Part 7, p. 127), and that I may be informed whether the assurance therein contained 
a 











isa sufficient guarantee for tie future in case the question should be raised 
Practical form, 





Thaye, &e, 
(for Sir C, Spring-Rice) 
(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING, 
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[27105] No. 179. 


Sir O. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 12.) 
No, 170. 
gr : Gulahek, July 27, 1907. 
WITIT reference t6 my despatch No, 144 of the 12th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith translation of a note addressed to me on the 23rd instant by the 
n Minister for Foreign Affairs respecting a delay of three years in the payment 
of sinking fund on the debt due by the Persian Government to British creditors. 
Thave, &. 
(or Sir G, Spring-Rice), 
igned) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Tnclosure in No. 179. 


Ala-es-Sultaneh to Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 
(Translation.) 
‘Your Bxcelleney, Tehran, July 23, 1907, 

YOUR Excellency is well aware of the energetic measures taken by the Imperial 
Government and the Sacred National Assembly for necessary reforms, establishment 
of financial equilibrium, and for the development of trade, but it is obvious that these 
mioastitos require reasonable time to be successful, and at least a period of three years 
is required for the achievement of these reforms and the objects in view. 

‘ho National Assembly, being alive as to tho friendship existing between the two 
Sintes and the help alway by the British Government to promote the interests 
of this Imperial Gov ; liave Specially proposed to the Foreign Office that, by 
tho holp of the English and the Russian Representatives, a delay may be allowed for 

loans to the Banks, ie,,a delay of three years may 
account of the sinking fund but 


had in the 
sted. 
the 


Persian Government is engaged in reforms the British Gov n 
friendship between the two States by aecepting this request and helping in this matter 
‘as they have always done in the interests of this Imperial Government. 


avail, & 
(Signed and Sealed) ALA-ES-SULI 





(26844) No. 180. 


Sir N, O'Conor (o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 12.) 

(No. 483.) 

Sir, Therapia, August 6, 1907. 
I COMMUNICA'TED yesterday to the Rus ubstance of 

your telegram No, 86 of the 28rd instant, respecting Wurkish aggression on the 

‘Persian frontier, and subsequently spoke to the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 

same subject. 
iis latter said hak the Persian sAmbaesadon lad oso mado representations to)him 

and appealed to the friendly feelings of the Ottoman Government not to take 

advantage of their present internal difficulties to cause trouble, which would greatly 

embarrass the Persian Government at this moment of supreme difficulty. 
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I said that I had your instructions strongly to support the representations of the 
Persian Ambassador, and I desired to know what assurances he authorized me to 
convey to you. 

Terk Pash replied that an inquiry would at once be made by telegraph into 
the statements made by me and the Persian Ambassador, and that it it were found 
tliat the Turkish troops had crossed the frontier they would be told to withdraw. 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. B. O'CONOR. 





(27116) No. 181 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 12.) 
(No. 111.) 
(Telegraphie.) P. St, Petersburgh, August 12, 1907. 
MY telegram No, 131: Seistan-Robat extension of the Meshed-Seistan telegraph 


I have received a communication from the Minister for Foreign Affairs on this 

ject, His Excellency states tliat the report that the Russian Bank had advanced 
tuoiey fo the Persian Minister of Telegeaplis for the purpose of the extension is 
wyfoinded, In principle there can be no objection on the part of the Russian 
Government to the extonsion being carried oltt eventually with the aid of funds 
fnsnisled by the British Government, At the same time the Russian Goyernment 
agnve tliat it would he contrary to the understanding between the two Governments, 
as to maintaining the stafus quo, that such an arrangement should he come to pending 
tho conchision of the negotiations now in progress, 

His Excelleney adds that it is important that the Russian Government, should as 
soon as possible be furnished with fall details respecti inl position of the 
‘Tehran-Meshed and the Tehran-Khanikin telegraph lines, their liabilities and assets, 
carnings, cost of maintenanco, &c. This information is desired in view of the possible 
transfer of the lines in question fo Russian management. 





(27118) No, 182. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 12.) 
(No) 


(Telegraphi PB St, Petersburgh, August 12, 1907. 

PERSIAN Convention, 

1 communicated to Ministor for Foreign Aifairs to-day the aide-mémoire with 
regan to the transfer of the telegraph lines and the rectification of the proposed line 
bounding the Russian sphere. He feared the General Staff would dispute the sug- 
gestion that Khaf should be left out of the Russian sphere, T employed the obvious 
yi) Necessary arguments, and impressed upon him that His Majesty’s Govornment 
must urge very strongly that the proposal be accepted, 

[found M. Isvolsky very well disposed, and I ain confident that he will do his 
best to meet our views. 





(26036) No. 188. 


any Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice. 
0, 12, 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 12, 1907. 

BAKIHTTARI road: Your despatches Nos, 149 and 162. 

Your remarks as to Messrs. Lynch not haying sole right to send engineer or right 
to demand payment at Ahwaz are not clea 

Lyneh’s contentions appear to be entirely borne out by Articles IL and LV of 
Agreement inelosed in Sir M. Durand’s despatch No. 71 of the 81st May, 1898, 

With regard to your proposal to present accounts (A) and (C) with suggested 
modifications, ive concur, 





(521) 
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(27214) No. 184, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received August 13.) 

(No, 144.) 

(Veleggrap! : y 
ERANSFER of telegraph lines. : 
TRAN SMor Foreign Atfairs told me yesterday that he was not quite clear as to 

tho eanlitions under which the Indo-European Telegraph Department held the ‘Pehran~ 

Khanikin line, Is there any other information I could give him beyond that con. 

faiued in, Mr. Kirk’s Memorandum, which was inclosed in your despatch No. 184 of 

{sth May? He wants precise information as to the- obligations which would be 

ne aed by Russia both in regard to the above line and to the ‘Tehran—Meshed line, 

J iold him we had telegraphed for details as to working expenses, Ce. cA 
Tahal see him to-morrow, and will inquire whether he ean give mo similar 

information regarding the Mesed-Seistan line, 


St. Petersburgh, August 13, 1907. 





(26755) No. 185. 
‘Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O' Conor, 


it 1 Foreign Offee, tugust 19,1007. 

- \SMU! y ¥ eopie vo aide-mémoire lolt at this Office 
TRANSMIT to your Excellency copies of two aide-méinoire lett at thi 

by aty Anskinh Ambassador on the Oth instant,® giving the official ‘Turkish vorsion of 

» recent invasion of Persian territory by Ottoman tx0op 

toe Tea ling whe these eommuniestions Musurus Pasha observed that hie assumed 

nn incident which had reached His Majesty's Government 

rewed the hope that E would, if questiouel 


er io nent, make use of the particulars now supplied by his 


further on the subject in Ei 
Governmer ees PN ete a es 
his Excellency that 1 would bear in mind the wish which he had expressed, 
at eae ye tha the taportant point was that the Turkish troops should be 
within their own frontier, eee : 
(Signed) | E. GREY. 





(27288) No, 186. 
Director of Mulitary Operations to Voreign Office —(Recetved August 11.) 


i i i ssents his compliments to the Tnder- 
‘UE Director of Military Operations presents his compliments to the U 
aeauny cr eeuee or Hoteiam Alfais, and begs to inclose, for his information, 9 
Report pon he feasibility of a rallying trom Bunder Abbas to Shiraz, which his been 


waned by Lieutenant A. Wilson, Indian Army, 
rer idonaral net would De much obliged by the return of the Report when 


done with, 


General Stag, Whitehall, 
Syst 13, VOM, 


SS 
Inclosure in No. 186. 


Memorandum by Lieutenant A, Wilson.on a Proposed Railway from Bunder -1ihos 
to Shiraz, South-West Persia, 


i vernil y ion of a line from Bunder 
{TILE general considerations governing the construction of a B 
‘Abbas to Shirar are touched on ‘by Curzon in his book “Persia and the Bersit 
Question,” vol. i, pp. 620-636. At’ p. 6345 the Bunder Abbas-Shiraz line is actual’y 
mentioned. 
© Nos. 186 and 107. 
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Bunder Abbas is even now a fairly good harbour, aud could easily be greatly 
improved. It is the port to which all goods for Kerman and the districts served from 
it are consigned. , 

For this reason a Bunder Abbas Kerman railway yid Bam has been exhanstively 

ussed by the Government of India in a Secret Memorandum, which is probably. 

vailable in the India Office, Such a line would no doubt, attract a large trade of 
and also of pilgrims; the pliysical difficulties are, however, considerable 
now attracts the whole import aud export trade of districts served by 
, anil also toa large extent Ispahan and Yezd, Pilgrims are also.a great featu 
of the port. 

‘A line bringing Shiraz within twenty-four hours of Bander Abbas would 
certainly absorb the greater part of the traffic now carried on by enravan, Lingali 
likewise las « growing import and export trade with the interior, Lar being an 
important. mart only six days march from Tingah, as against about ten days from 
Bunder Abbas. A Tine serving Lar would attract almost all this traf 

it is clear, therefore, that there i 


mountain 
track vit P 
grater length, however, of the latter prevents its adoption. At 
Similar physical difficulties are prohibitive, 
Everything points to Bunder Abbas ag the best terminus 


(a) It is connected by eable alrealy with Bushire, Muskat, and Karachi, andl 
with the railway no doubt telegraphic communication with Shiraz would come, 
(b,) A large commodious British Consulate lias just been built at considerable 
cost, 
(e) It and is susceptible of rapid improvement at: a 
” vol 1 Gull Pilot, 1805, 


physical difficulties, 


T will now deal in greater detail with the assertion contained in pi 
above 


1, Bunder Abbas in—No difficulty; a little rock entling at Band 
onsequence, At Tang-isChakabak a sudden rise of 70 feot, which may 
avoided by continuing west to the Shor River and then turning north to Gatehin: 
in to Shor River.—Flat; no obstacle, 
Shor River-—Must be crossed by a Ini 
imustial difficulties in constriction, 
Shor River to Birkeh Sullan,—Flat ; no obstucle; oceasional culverts ani one 
ide 
. Birkeh Sultan to Birkeh Nuh.—A steady climb of, roughly, 000 fect in 80 miles, 
nile slope; along a stony hillside with a rainfall, and of 
gicat hardness, Jandslips being iinpossible for the n nt; water eaten, but 
obtainable by di ems; fuel nil, Population of Bunder Abbis-Lar Valloy 
nil for all practical purposes. 
\ goot! deal of hard work would be requived on this section. ‘The hills are of very 
‘¥ conglomerate, which would require blasting. ‘The foothills and yalley 
re composed of recent gravels and houlders not difficult to work. Numerous 
culverts and some six or eight small bridges necessary, 
6. Birkeh Nuk-Dalan.—An easy drop of 400 fect to Jihun in 10 miles, thence on 
Vain to Dalan; some heavy cuttings between Jikun and Dalany the rest easy. 
7. Dalai-Sartang.—A Wil of tertiary conglomerate, hard, diy, and compact, 
about 600 yards wide at hase; must be picrecd by a tunnel, the Taig-i-Dalan. bving 
probably itapracticable for a railway line. ‘This tunnel cannot be avoided as foray £ 
Judge, but none but an expert can decide this point, 
. Sartany—Hormus.—Some easy cutting work and a rise of 600 fect in 15 miles; 
would follow the Hajamal River, 


* For details, eide Consular Report on Bushire, and on Bundoe Abbas and Lingaby for 1906, 
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0. Hormuz-Chaki-—A dificult section; to surmount the Gardan-i- Berar would 
involves rise of 500 feet from plain level, but there is nothing inherently imprac- 
seve inc he suggestion that the railway might cling to the western slopes of the 
Walley and gradually rise to somewhere near the Tevel of the pass, tunnelling the last 
few hundred yards. ¥ . 

aoe Ae pazon-Choki-Lar (vid Aliabad).—An easy section over flat plains, 
vith ecctain Mount of heavy cutting near Tang-i-Nao. ‘The only exit to the north 
Hae asccrig over a pass 800 fect above plain level. ‘This being the ese will he 
from i ter the tapway to loop on the Lar Plain, so that traffic for the north from 
eae as anny, utter visiting La, return 18 miles to Aliabad, striking thence in 
‘a north-west direction to Dahkuh, 

Te oath: liao not actually traversed this sections it would involve 
wise of 1,500 fe Tails, and the gradient could. probably be equalized over the 
whole distance, ‘here would be son y cutting, but, I believe, no tunnelling. 

isa _Biviee—An easy section, a fair amount of embanking aud cutting, 
Dut no difficulty. Ono or two 10-yard bridges. 

Hiei ure he railway on this scetion shoul follow the stream (not 
shown on map) swhich runs from, Bieis to Banara, traversing Kul=Daslins’ this would 
So on a amount of eutting, and numerous small Dridges and culverts, Dub no 
unusual difficulties. 

| Banaru-Jayun.—Over flat plain very easy. 

Fujn-Tahran is, section might be constructed oid Tarn, making @ 
Aolour i tiie inminer to the west; [have not traversed this route, however, Tf 
probably feasible to, construct the Tine rid Chaltalkh, but to, site tannels would 
Mrobadly bo requived (wide Report on rond hy Commander Jones, 1857); I have not, 
Wevaves traversed this portion, as T went from Juyun to Jahrum Dy more easterly 
route 

* aheunn las a vory Turge esport trade in dates, and considerable dealings in wool 
and tobacco, 

16, Jakrum=dzimungird-Kavar Serai—A Tong but easy 
Awateh Valloy from Azimungind onwards, ‘Two rivers 
‘vault have to be ridged; length of bride about 40 yards in each cas 

iti ieamaAgateh Valley, Hike the sahrum Plain, is very fertile indoed, auc its 
production of wheat is only limited }y export, Magnificent crops 
vo produced; the soil is rieh and the x sto the influence of Kub-i-Safidar, 

water flan elsewhere in south-west Pe si 
to railway construction as far as Kavar § 

V7. Kevur Serui-Baba Haji-Shira= fe not actually trave 
Dut from information given by dis Britannie Maj sul at Shiraz (Mr. C 
it appears no uiisual difficulty would be experienced, 

Mii wauld be some heavy eutting and perhaps a tunnel of 400 to 600 yards in 
Jongth throuzh the summit of Baba Haji Bass. 

Mhvo-or three brides of 20 yards would be required on the Shiraz Plain. 

Shiraz isa lange town, situ Aile valley, and a centre for the sale 
of all kinds of ani imported g marches to the north of Shiraz is a 
splendid grain 1 arca, wwhielr only requires a suitable market for its super: 
“Wndantsproduces Twas axsured by the Assistant Superintendent of legraplis 9¢ 
SHAME CALE, Clivistmas), who lus minde a, special study of the capabilities of the 
eighbouhood, that if « market was opened for the sale of grain, the supply would 
rears be dowbled, and some 50,000 tons of grain be offered annually within a few 
years from the completion of the Tine. 


August 10, 1907. 





(27322) No. 187. 
sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 14.) 


(No. 216.) 
(Pelegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 14, 1907. 
PERSIAN telegraphs. Your telegram No. 94 of vestentay. 
Otice will, L presume, supply details, 2,000/, a-year about represents net 
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Persian Goyernment work line from Tehran to Khaniki 
a } janikin, ‘To put it in repai 
yrould be very costly, and its value will be dependent upon the Bas coe 
Tnler Europem control, of Constantinople-Bagdad-Khanikin ling, an alternative 
route from Eoropel g thus created. 7 aN 
Its chief value to Russia would be as a subject it 
is ject of an arrangement 
and, as transfer would seriously affect the financial interests of the Dalit Gompane " 


roviso should be made, if we surrender our rig! eerie x 
ior Su ale Reese oe rights, that transfer to third parties cannot 





No. 188. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 14,) 


raphic.) BP. 
CONSUL at Tabreez reports that the Khamis, 
fvlesmat No 00 ot the 10k tarantareimfa cc 


‘The United States’ Consul is leavi rmia, which district i i 
Tho United ates Cone ee ing for Urmmia, which district is reported quiet, 


Gulahek, August 14, 1907. 
whom you inquired in your 





(27214) No. 189, 


Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


THE Under-Secretary of S Pore i i 
tH rotary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his complimen 
Under Secretary of State for India, ay ditsted by Seertay 8 Ta Ga 
ry erowith copy of a telogram from His Majesty's Ambassador at, 
Petersburgh relative to the desire of tho Russian Minister for Forel ‘Mua to, bo 
furnis ‘atement of the terms under which the Tehran-Khanikin telogt 
Tine i held by the Tide ropean ‘Telegraph Department. are eee 
Sir ©. Hardinge is to state that Sir 1. Grey would be glad to receive, wi 
and concise form as possible in order tht the require information nity be 
(0 Sir A. Nicolson by telegraph for communication to M, Isvolsky. 


Foreign Office, August 14, 1907. 





(27436) No. 190. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received August 15.) 


cae India Office, August 14, 1907 
sel fontinuaton of my lettor of the nt instant as fo quarantine thoaeutes’on tiie 
rn Arnie of Pera, Lam rete to nels eopy of the 3 dl to 
ie telegram from the Viceroy of the 29th ultimo, which has now been receiv 
from the Government of Indi on the subject. Se aoa 
io furthor information as to plague in Afghani in the fi 
eel lague in Afghanistan contained in the inclosed 
gure of telegram from the Vieuroy. shows that the question of quarantine on the 
ela frontier does not require too raise vath te ussinn Government is 
nediate urgency owing to the advaneo of this The 
ty unless Sit HE Grey ses any: objection, si 
connection with the negotiations as to quarantine arr i 
e f gemients 
ee ea ane Teter of the 27th ultimo, u pS a 
le of the Government of India that the quarantine a 
Ae setion ofthe frontier in question should be trauafere Th 
‘ol is not one which Mr. Morley would press, unless there vv 
controls 1 press, unless there were reason to § 
it would not be regarded as altogether inadiaiseble by to Russian Government: 


F ements on 
from Russian to British 


fre] * No.3 
2U 
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But as many of the existing quarantine posts shown in Inclosure 8 to the Government 
of India letter} are in the “neutral zone,” Mr. Morley agrees in the view that it ig 


een Meshed and Herat, 

‘The Goyernment of India also lay stress on the importance of British supervision 
at Purbat-i-Haidari and Birjand, A Consulate at the former of these places is already 
included in our existing establishments. As regards Birjand, the existing arrange- 
ment with the Persian Government, under which a medical officer has been stationed 

apparently, as stated in Mr, Grant Duif’s telegram of the 12th May, 1906, 
to the condition that he is to be withdrawn after the disappearance of plague 
‘and the al of the Russian doctor. ‘The place being in our zone, 
ntine measures that may be necessary there will presumably, if the draft 
with Russia as to Persia is signed, be under British control, 
Tam, &e. 
‘A. GODLEY 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 190. 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


mla, July 18, 1907. 

IN continuation of our telegram dated the 4th June Inst, we have the lionour te 
address vou on the subject of quarantine measures on the eastern frontier of Persia, 

2, Wo have recently received information that plague has broken out in a severe 
form ot Basawal, in Afghanistan, and we consider it highly probable that the disease 
will appear in Cabul at no distant date, We learn that the Russian Consul-General 
at Bombay has telegraphed direct to the Honourable the Chief Commissioner, North- 
Wost Frontier Provineo, for information regarding the spread of plague beyond the 
tho Khyber, and as soon as authentic news of the outbreak reaches the Russian 
authorities, thoy may be expected to initiate still more vigorous quarantine measures 
than at present. along the Perto-Afghan frontier, In our opinion it is therefore 
ditionally desirable to arrange, if possible, with the Russians for the transfer to our 
chirge of all quarantine measures south of Zullikar at the earliest convenient date, 
Tf such negotintions are deferred until plague becomes a serious danger to the 

ions, tie Russia certainly refuse to entertain the idea, and their quarantine 
Posts long, the Porso-Aalian frontiex will probably Become not only more nuncrots 
hut permanent. ‘This will seriously prejudice the retention of Seistan and the greater 
part of Kain within the sphere of British influence in the manner proposed wider the 
draft Agreoment with Russi 

8, Tt would scem that the most convenient method of effecting the requ 
arrangement would he to inclule the question within the scope of the pending 
nogotiations about: Persia, and we would suggest, if you that an assurance 
should be given to the elfect that we are prepared to éntertain a preventive establish 
mont of efficiency equal to that now entertained by the Russians, namely, three 
medical officers of a superior stamp, to he il respi sat Turbat, Birjand, 
and Karey, and an executive officor (whose functions would be similar to those of the 
present, Russian Cossack offiecr at Karez) for the supervision of the Persian officers 
and sowars of the quarantine cordon. 

1, From the papers of which a copy is inclosed herewith, you will see that 
Major Sykes has already dmwn attention to the makeshift nature of the present 
arrangement, under which there isa commissioned British medical officer in charge 
Doth of Purbat and Birjand, with a hospital assistant at Kare, He urges that, in liew 
of this, separate British medical officers stiould be appoiited for Turbat, Birjand, and 
Karez, to balinee the siporor Russian staff at those places. He bases his propostl on 
the ground ¢ to be no reasonable probability of the Russian Govera- 
ment deere: s medical staff in Khorasan, If His Majesty's Government are 
unwilling to ask the Russian Government to transfer the quatantine arrangements to 
our charge, then, in our opinion, Sir ©. Spring-Rice’s suggestion that we should, as 
far as possible, prevent foreign interference on the Afglan frontier could only’ bo 


* See Tnclosure 14, 
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carried out by adopting the course proposed by Major Sykes. We understand, 
however, that it is not in accordance with the wishes of His Majesty's Government, 
and it is obviously undesirable, that three British medical officers should be maintained 
at the above-mentioned places in permanent rivaley with the Russians, 
5, If neither Sir C, Spring-Rico’s nor Major Sykes’ proposals commend themselves 
Majesty's Government, then it seems ingvitablo that, in. the very probable 
rent of plague spreading through Afghanistan, Russian quarantine cordons and 
inspecting officers will be extended, in increased and permanent strength, at least 
as faras Bandan, and the proposed Persian Conyention will be nullified, in practice, 
so far as the Perso-Afghan frontier is concerned. In this connection, wo would 
remind His Majesty's Government that the Russian fear of plague is so great that 
they actually proposed, in August 1905, to establish an inspecting officer of their own 
at Rawalpind). Major Sykes has, in paragraph 3 of his letter dated the 4th April 
last, drawn particular attention to this aspect of the question, and every prosent 
cireumstance seems therefore to indicate the urgent necessity of coming to an early 
understanding with the Russian Government on the subject of quarantine measures 
before they are rendered impracticable by panic. Under the proposed Convention we 
could probably not object to the Russians imposing another quarantine cordon north of 
the Zulfikar-Meshed line, and with a double cordon their apprehensions as to the spread 
of plague ought to be allayed. 
‘We have, &o, 
(Signed) MINTO, 
KITCHENER, 
Ti, ERLE RICHARDS. 
B. N. BAKER, 
©. Il. scorn, 
IL ADAMSON, 
J.T. INLAY, 
J. 0, MILLER, 


Tnelosure 2 in No, 190, 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Government of Iudin, 


(ele at) Tehran, April 16, 1907, 


YOUR telegram No, S.-163, 

T think that our doctor should stay-as long as Russian (doctor) remains, 1 sill 
apply for Vice-Consular powers for him, 

(Addressed to Foreign ; repeated to Seistan.) 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 10. 
Extract from Meshed Consular Diary No. 13, for the week endiny March 30, 1907, 


M. DE KLEMME and the Birjand quarantine, 

Ttook advantage of Captain Watson having wired that the quarantine lind been 
raised ab Birjand to write to M. de Klemme to inquire whether he intended, under the 

, to retain a doctor there, In reply, he stated (a) that the quarantine 
a ptain Tyass, quite independently of him; (0) that Ne considered it very 
wise to keep a doctor there in case of any epid (@) that it was 
not necessary for Captain Franklin to go on there, a or was suliciont, 

_Tam addressing the Government of India and His Majesty's Legation on the 
subject, for this shows clearly that there is no intention whatever of removing the 
Russian doctors from Birjand, Turbat, or, indeed, from Karez, and it seems most 
Uesirable that we should be adequately represented in this respect, 
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Inelosure 4 in No. 190. 
Major Kennion to Government of India. 


(Telegraphic.) Birjand, May 12, 1907. 
FOLLOWING sent to His Britannic Majesty's Minister, ‘Tehran, and repeated as 
No, K-34 to Consul-General, Meshed :-— 
(No. 85.) : 
“T hiope the question of diseretionary powers to Major Sykes in matter of 
drawal from Birjand, referred to in your despatch of the 
led with regard to necessities from Birjand and Kainat, as well 
‘as those of Durbat-ieMTaidan : 
“With reference to your telegram fo Government of India, dated the 16th April, 
is no chance of Russian doctor being withdrawn, as far as T can ascertain. 
‘T shall submit proposals shortly for the permanent retention of a Viee-Consul at 
Birjand, which, I think, is rendered advisable by political as well as by commercial 
considerati 





























Tnelosure 5 in No. 190. 


Major Sykes to Government of India. 


Confidential.) ‘Meshed, April 4, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to attach copies of letters whieh lave heen exchanged 
of retaining a medical officer at 











mit himself 
Legation 
ssian Govern 
I consider that I 


x to my colleague wa 
‘on paper toa definite opinion, and thus to be able to prove to His 
and to the Government of India that there is no likelihood of 
ment decreasing their large medical staff in Eastern Persia. his 
Haye been successtul in effec 
8 Lo not think that it is fully reali that the Russian point of 
is ono of nervousiiess of epidemics, 80 great that it eannot be grasped except by olficials 
ho, know thom. T lave already reported that M, Reschetolt gave up acting as 
Consul-Gene Meshed for av 
the plague reaching the eapital of 
in, ceasing all intercourse with outside, and 
outhveak of plague occurred at that village 
intensely, is is a fact that ha 
intlnences their poliey. 
onl point of interest is the en ement that Captain Tyass is 
ponsible for the quarantine in Kain, and that he is independent of Meshed, 
these cireumstances, T would earnestly urge the Government of India 
to consider the advisability of looking on the present Rus rangements as a 
permanent, irreducible minimum, and of arranging to post medical officers at Birjand 
and Karez permanently, With the medical officers at Meshed, Seistan, and ‘Turbat, 
all of whom, in my lumble opinion, are necessary beyond any question, we shall 
then, and not till then, be relieved from the makeshift plan at present in force of 
Keeping the medical officer of Turbat-i-Haidari partly at Birjand and of leaving 
Karez toa hospital assistant 
6, Lam encour 
make two men equal 
























ely from fear of 
in Seistan 






in, their beh f 
, all prove t fear epidemics 
ken into account, as’ it undoubtedly, 













































Ke this proposal, not only by the harm which trying to 
four involves to our interests, but’ by seeing that the Govern« 
ad @ large annual 








, who are conyi 
Liold on the strip of Persia which is adja 
which she possesses no interests, On the other hand, this is a tract of country: from 
Which we must not be ousted by the Northern Power, and to avoid this we must at 
Teast mareh pari passu with Rus 

7. ‘Dh question of whether 
under Meshed is part of a lar 















ie medical officer at Bi 
question which I pro 


and should not be entirely 
aise shortly, Here it 
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suffices to place on record my opinion that the quarantine staff for Turbat and Kain 
should be managed by the Turbat Consul, under Meshed, 

8. Copies of this letter are being sent to His Majesty's Legation and His 
jesty’s Consuls for Seistan and Purbat-i-Haidari. ‘i 


Tnclosure 6 in No. 190. 
Major Sykes to M. de Klemme. 


eee ee Meshed, March 25, 1907. 

CAPTAIN WATSON has just informed me that the Birjand quarantine has 
been raised. Presumably this is correct, although I have not been informed of the 
fact from ‘Tehran, 

Captain Franklin is now at Turbat, and Iam writing, in view of the cessation of 
plague and the raising of the quarantine, to inquire whother you consider it necessary 
to retain your doctor at Birjand, as, if he is to be withdrawn, Captain Franklin can bo 
spared the trouble of proceeding there. 








Tnelosure 7 in No. 190. 
M, de Klemme to Major Sykes, 


March 25, 1907. 
I AM glad to hear that you are safely back from your tour, About tho 


quarantine, I can’t tell you anything, I have nothing to do with it, and it is all in 
Captain Tyass's hands, who is in this respect quite independent. But I suppose I 
woul! avo been informed by Mf, do Hartwig har! tho quarantine hoon raised. " bavo 
heard that Dr. Frank is leaving his post, and that another doctor has been appointed 
to Birjand. Most probably the medieal post there will be kept up. In my opinion 
this would he very wise, for in a country like Persia some epidemic might arise at any 
moment, and in consideration of our proximity we must be always aware of the 
sanitary conditions in this country. But [ don't'see why two doctors should be at such 
small place like Birjand, and I'think you could easily spare Captain Franklin the 
trouble of going there, 














Tnclosure 8 in No. 190. 





Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Government of India. 

(Confidential,) 

Sir, Tehran, April 26, 1907. 
WITH reference to the despatch adidressed to you hy His Majesty's Co 

General at Meshed on the 4th instant, I have the lonour to transmit to you herewith 

copy of a despatch which I haye sent to Major Sykes on the subject of our sanitary 

representation in Khorasan, 















T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE 


Tnelosure 9 in No, 190. 


° 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Major Sykes, 
(Confidentiat,) 
Sir, Tehran, April 26, 1907. 
I HAVE received your despateh No. 17 on the subject of our sanitary repre- 
sentation in Khorasan, 
I approve your suggestion that, pending the proposed additions to the medical 
staff, you should be authorized to move Captain Franklin. at your discretion, 
Tam, te, 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


(182i) 2x 
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Tae ent ENE Tnclosure 12 in No. 190, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Maj 
Major Sykes to Government of India. ee a 
: Tehran, April 18, 1907. 
THAYVE revived your despatch No. 17 on the subject of our sani i 
ene y spal on the subject of our sanitary representation 
Tapprove your suggestion that, ponding the proposed additions to the medical 
Pafesyou social anor zoaltamnover Cantal ERA ElLstaeyCnrTaorsuon imal | 


Meshed, May 10, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to attach edpy of a letter which T sent to His Majesty's 
Minister when forwarding copy of my letter dated the 4th April last addressed to the 
Government of India, Talso forward Sir Cecil Spring-Rice’s reply. 

3, Captain Vranklin is, I understand, desirous of meeting his family at 
| Krasnovoilsk at the end of August. T consequently consider that, after accomplishing 
this, he should spend the autumn and winter at Turbat-i-Haidari, where he should be 
autlorized to rent a house, Unless this he done, as my letter shows, we shall be 
unrepresented at the head-quarters of the quarantine for s long period, and this is not 
Jiould be, apart from the fact that the position of the Consul at Turbat in this 
matter has to be carefully considered ; otherwise he will be much isolated, will not 
| Wo able to tour freely, and his influence must suffer, 

8, T hope that’ by next spring an adequate medical stall will be available, and, 
if so, Captain Franklin would have every claim to Birjand, if made into a permanent 
or somispormanent post, and the freshly artived medical officer would be stationed at 
urhat-i-Haidayi 

4, Lam qnite aware 





Tnelosure 12 in No. 190. 





Major Roos-Keppel to Government of India. 











telegraphic.) Londi Kotal, June 11, 1907 
RESSALDAR who took to-lay’s letters for Ameer to Dacea reports plague has 
broken out severely at Basawal, ‘Twenty-seven eases in last fow days. 
(Addressed to Secretary, North-West Frontier Province ; repeated to Foreign.) 




















Tnclosure 14 in No. 190, 





that this arrangement is not entirely satisfactory, as it means 
that during tI present summer we shall have His Majesty’s Consul for Seistan, and 
a Vicv-Consul, together with an Agent, at Birjand, and during the winter only an 
‘Agent. However, as Major Kennion is accompanied by his family, it seemed to bo 
‘most undesirable to remove Captain Franklin from: Birjand until late in the summer, 
whereas it might be found to be possible to allow the Seistan Vice-Consul to spend 
three months in Birjand during the winter as a temporary measure. Tf not, His 
Majesty's Consul at ‘Lurbat-i-lfaidari might perhaps tour to the eapital of the Kain 
Province. 
5. In conclusion, Sir, it is now eight years © I drew the attention of Govern- 
mont to the great importance to India of the Province of Kain, and I hope that some: 
jermanent: sements may be made to protect adequately our political ascendeney 
ii province which marches throughout with Western Afghanistan, 














Lisr showing the Persian and Russian Quarantine Posts in the vicinity of the 
Afghan Frontier, 















Eatablishment, 















Doctors, Omicors, Sowara, 











+-|1 Russian ,. 1 Poraian Gonoral, 7 Persian | Originally 100 Persian sowars, 
ofc sf] of which 24 aro 
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Tnelosure 11 in No. 190. 


Russian .. 


















establishments) 





‘Major Sykes to Sir ©. Spring: 










1 Persian ., 








1 HAVE the honour to attach a copy o! «| 4 Persian sowars 













































Government of India, on the subject of the inadequacy of our representation from the 3 ss 
modieal point of view in Khorasan. ” ie ee we 
2, Lido not think that there can be two opinions as to the importance to India a “ eth 
of maintaining our political influence along. the western frontier of Afghanistan, and 3 be Ph oes eft oy 
as there appears to bo no reasonable probability of the Russian Government decreasing Us ate iet ne Ae I yes 
its medical stall in Khorasan, it would, T urge, be only logical for us to gant our HOPS ais Gy lise 
interests in this respect with due regard to this fact. s cs aes 
5, Ewould venture to request that I may be permitted, pending additions to the ipeniwotiar 4c ey ety 
modical staff, to move Captain Franklin at my discretion. At ‘Turbat there is an a cory a Dene 

a es 1 Portlan yawar and 2 sowars, 





organized hospital, and it is the head-quarters of the Russian quarantine, Consequently 


pital, 
T consider that for at least six months in the year Captain Franklin should be at 2 Prsian sowars, 















Randast Kian. 

































Murbat, as otherwise the Russian doctor would have too free a hand. ’ 
venture azain to refer to the fact that so long as Captain Tyass represents the ee 

Russian Government at Turbat there is no hope of the policy of the two Goverrments Mnivatad = SY 

Hoing carried out, as Captain Tyass, both in word and deed, opposes any rapprochement Moe, es Bille oon 

with Great Britain. Binds, : 1 Russian Me Be 6 Russian sowars (tho Russian 
fe Sian soWare (the Russa 
doctor si doctor's escort) 
Lfelebar .. ig “a 2 Russian sowars, who acoom= 

nied the felchar from 


sian eowars (number une 
fecha Grr 
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Tnclosure 15 in No. 190. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Telegraphic.) P. 

PLAGUE in Afghanistan. 

Your telegram dated the 2nd instant, 
News of outbreak of plague, with death-rate of six or seven a-day, at Chardehi, 
Hazarnio, Dakka, and Basawal, in Jalslabad Province, reached us in June. Serious 
alarm was being by spread of epidemic, 

Plague was abating at Basawal, according to latest information received on the 
6th ultimo, 


August 8, 1907. 

















s in Khyber Agency, but probability that 
spread. in Afghanistan is shown by Indian 





Ye put forward onr proposals as precaution against contingency of plague 
spreading rapidly in Afghanistan, which may occur at any moment. 





[27740] No. 191, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received August 16.) 


(No, 145.) 
‘olegraphie,) P, 
MURCO-PERSTAN frontier dispute, 
lis Majesty’s Consul at Batoum telegraphs to-day as follows :— 


St, Petersburgh, August 15, 1907. 











that, in. vie 
orders 
ioned at ‘ifli 


of possible development of 
heen issued to, the Ist and 
and in the government of 









ul Cancasian Rifle Bri; 
ivan, to he ready to proceed to Persia.” 





(27441) No. 192. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Kdicard Grey.—(Received August 15.) 






ih ae Gulakek, Aug 
ARAM received from Gove 
oveupied by urks, who h 
refugees ace i 
My Russiin colleagne confirms thi 


15, 1907. 

ov of Urumia that Baradust district as far as 
‘told Russian Consu umia that if the 
nity they may return to their village 



























(27441) No, 193. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor, 





99.) 
aphic.) Pe Foreign Office, August 15, 1907. 
PURCO-PERS 

Seo Sir O. Spring 

You should infor 
colleagues, that thei 
Government. take 
conseuc 

You should urge on them the nece 
the complete withdrawal of Turkish troop 




















iost serious view of the complications which may arise in 







of issuing immediately further orders for 
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(27466) No, 194, 


India Office to Foreion Office.—(Received August 16.) 


Sir, India Office, August 15, 1907. 
WITH reference to the telegrams Nos, 210 and 215 of the 9th and 11th instant 
from His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, stating that the Russian Minister has asked 
officially for a second telegraph wire to Sharad, and that the Persian ‘Telegraph 
Adiwinistration has ordered and paid for telegraph material at Baku, I um directed to 
say tliat it seems to Mr. Secretary Morley that the addition of the second wire would 
infringement of the understanding upon the maintenance of the status quo 
pending the negotiations as to a Convention, and he would suggest that: this should 
Fr tirought to the notice of the Russian Goverment. But it the Russian Govorninent 
press the matter as one of fayour, there would be apparently no objection to tho 
construction of the second line if carried out in such a manner as not to interfere with 
rangement with the Persian Government, by which the Meshed~ehran telegraph 
under the control of the Indo-European ‘Nelegraph Department, Construction 
under these conditions could not well be cited hereafter by Russia as a precedent for 
action pending the negotiations on the S telegraph line or elsewhere opposed to 
our interests, 
he question of a second line from ‘Tehran to Shahrud was discussed in the 
Minute of the Director-in-chief of the Indo-European ‘Velegraph Department of 
the 18th ultimo, copy of which was communicated to the Foreign Office on the 
19th ultimo, 
































Tam, &e, 
(Signed) A, GODLBY. 





(275451 No. 195. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(leceived August 16.) 


St, Petersburgh, August 16, 1907. 





. No, 144 of the 13th 
ntended to ask Minister for Boreign Affairs to 
hed-Seistan line, I did so on the 14th instant, 

I have also reminded M, Isvolsky that Arrangement as to transfer of telegraph 
lites must be signed sithultaneously with Convention, and have told him that in my 
opinion it is not necessary to await the receipt of the information wo have asked) of 
each other before signing the Arrangement, 





stant, reporting 
pply information in regard to 
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(27542) No. 196, 





Sir ©. Spring-Rice (o Sir Edward Grey,—(Received August 16.) 


Gulahek, August 16, 1907, 
effect was uddressed to the President of the National 


, eres, was sent with 
ly expressing gratitude for friendly sentiments of Legation and 
sting the elimination from the letter of the threatening clauses. 

21) 2X 
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It is believed here that letter was arranged in concert with the Government, and 
grvat excitement has been caused, 

My Russian colleague has not alluded to this, though T have seen him frequently 
of late, 








(27543) No. 197. 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 16.) 

(No, 220.) 

(Delegraphie.) P. Gulahek, August 16, 1907. 
‘THB Russian note referred to in my telegram No. 219 of tlie 16th instant was not 

mount for publication, It was intended to be privately submitted to the President of 

the Assombly asa draft. 








(27544) No. 198, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Kdward Gh 





(No, 221) -y.— (Received August 16.) 
No, 221, 
(Pe 







b, Gulahek, August 16, 1907. 
PERSIAN frontier, 

ernment hog the support of His Majesty's Government to prociire 
compensition, punishment, and withdrawal of Turkish troops, who, they state, have 
now oceupicd Band, a mile and a-half from Urmia, 











(27538) No, 199, 





Prince Aln-o%-Sal/anch to Persian Minister—(Communicated by Persian Minister 
August 16, 1907.) 
ht, tion.) 

(Toleseraphio,) August 16, 1907. 
WITH reference to the aggression of the Turkish troops into the bounda 
ir assiurinees as to the result of the steps taken by His Britannic 
Constantinople, viz, that ordors have bech issued for the 
urkish troops, and that those who have been guilty of excesses 






















ogtam freslily received by the Government of Oroumi, the 
Jatter Govornment is informed that 100 Turkish troops arrived at the village of Bande 
Yesterday, and they have with them one field gun; and they have informed the 

lages situated near the city that they must prepate to give them contributions in 
Kind. ‘The Governor and the inhabitants of Oroumi are at the telegraph office waiting 
to know what they 

You will at once communicate these facts to His Britannic Majesty's Minister for 
Foroign Affairs, and hex that urgent telegraphic instructions may kindly he sent to 
His Britannie Majesty's Ambassador in Constantinople asking his Bxeellency to 
energetically suppert dnd assist our Arubassador in demanding the withdrawal of the 
‘Durkish troops, the punishment of the aggressors, and the compensation of the relatives 
of those who have heen murdered and plundered, 

You yourself know that immediate steps are necessary for the withdrawal of the 
‘Turkish troops, On the one hand the Foreign Office promises their withdrawal, and 
on the other hand, on the very day when this assurance is given, the troops continue 
their aggression. In. view of the communication from His Britannic Majesty’ 
Minister for Foreign Affairs in regard to the withdrawal of the ‘Turkish troops, it is 
strange that the latter advance instead of retreating. ‘Take immediate steps and 
telegraph the result as soon as possible, 
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(27542) No. 200. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 139.) 
(Telegraphic) P. 
MY telegram No. 137 of the 16th August. 
Russian Legation’s note to Persian Assembly. 
The information which has reached me with regard to its contents is hardly 
definite enough to form the subject of a question to the Russian Government. You 
ight, lowever, ascertain from M. Isvolsky whether trouble on the Persian. frontior is 
anticipated, 


Foreign Office, August 16, 1907. 














(25419) No 201. 


Foreign Office to Treasury, 
sin, Foreign Office, August 16, 1907. 
WITH reference to your letiers of the Ist October, 106, relative to, the propose 
joint Anglo-Russian loan of 200,000. to Persia, Tam directed hy Secretary Sir 
E, Grey to transmit herewith, to bo laid before the Lords Commissioners of Lis 
Nojesti’s Treasury, copy of a letter from tho India Ofico,*siguesting that tho Tmporial 
Bunk of Bersia might be requested to re-transfor the sum of 50,0004. contributed in 
October 1906 from Indian funds towards the British share of that loan, and the 
further sum of 50,0001 provided by India in Decomber 1906 tor the purpose of a 
similar joint Anglo-Russian advaneo, not execeding 100,001, to the Valialil, 

As there is no immodinte prospect of the occasion atisin kine thes 
advances to the Persian Government, Sir E, Grey proposes to act on Mr, Morl 
suggestion. 

Lam to inquire whether the 
sue time he requested to ret 
towands the proposed joint loan o 

Sir B. Grey does not wish it to be und 
abandoning the prineiple of the proposed 
of the Persian Government, His object is merely to sv 
sum, and he reserves the right to request that: it may 1 
siiould circumstances render it advisable to make the 
Government. 






























Lordships would wish that the bank shonld at the 
nsfer the 50,000/ contributed from British funds 
200,001, 











tood that. in 1 
int lonn, whieh is | 





ing this proposal he is 

hold at the disposal 
f interest on the 
to thie Inks 
ihe Persian 






















Tam, &e, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLEL, 








(26831) No. 202. 
Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 16, 1907. 

T AM directed by Secrotary Sir Ediard Grey to trausinit. to you herewith copy 
of a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at ehran,t re 
ty haye been entered into by the Indo-Huropean ‘Lelegraph Company with the Russian 
Government to lower the rates in force on the lines of the Company’ to the level of that 
charged for messages sent by way of Sharad, 

It is not clear from the correspondences exchanged between the India Olliee and 
the Telegraph Company, with which Sir 2. Grey lias been favoured for perusal, 
Whether this arcangement is alrealy in force, as stated by Sir C, Spring-Rico, or 
Wlicther the objections raised by the Ludia Olfice to its terms have induced the Company, 
to abandon their project ; and Tam to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to learn 
in due course the result of the representations which have been made to the Company. 

‘The correspondence above referred to is returned herewith. 


Tam, & 
(Signed) ’ LOUIS MALLET. 





















4 No.176. 
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(27116) No. 203. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir Koreign Offer, August 16,2007. 
‘ I directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herewith eopy o 
AGRE a Majesty's Chargé d'Alfaires at St. Petersburgh,? relative to the 
Lion of telegraphs in Persia, 
se ain to request tat tho attention of Mir Seoretary Morley may be called’ to the 
xprossed by the Russian Government to receive early information as to the 
financial position of the Telwan-Meshed and ‘Tehran-Khanikin lines in view of their 
possible transfor to Russian management, and Tam to state that Sir E. Grey would 
he glad to be furnished with the required particulars, so that he may be in a po 
fo communieate them should nec 




























Tam, &c. x 
(Signed) ' LOUIS MALLET. 





(26038) No. 204. 
i Foreign Office to Mr. J. R. Preece. 


si Foreign Office, August 16, 1907. 
Be i ndence respecting the affairs of the Oil 
y Seretary Sir Pawan Grey to state that he 
observes that, by Article 16 of € reement entered’ into by that Association with 
crea un Comer 1 Comp tole formed within two years of the grant 
of the Concession for the purpose of exploiting it, and that by Article 9 of the same 
instrament a copy of the statutes of this Company were to he deposited with the 
Persian Government, after notification of its formation through the Imperial 
Commissioner, % i 
1 should be obliged if you would 
to comply with the terms of the Con: 


























form me whether any steps have been taken 
jon in these respects, 5 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 








(27659] No. 205, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Rec 





nd August V7.) 







Constantinople, August V7, 1907. 
lionco yestorday the message contained, 
arnestly as 1 could 
would only assure 
e repeatedly that there had been no act of aggression committed exeopt by the 
alan who lod croaed tho troup and’ pillaged the country, and that the Turks 
Had ocenpied no place not heretofore under Ottoman jurisdiction. 
T pointed out that this statement could not apply to Baradost or to Mergevar, 
ijboulak, aud other places near Urumia and district ontside the zone of the 1865 
Agreement. 














© No, 181. 




















1i7 


he expects a satisfactory result, and thinks the Sultan will agroo to send Turco-Persian 
Commissioners to examine the localities and arrange matters on the spot, and consont 
to withdraw the Turkish troops. 


Thanded the Grand Vizier a list of the places (including Morgevar and Ban) 
alleged to have been occupied in Persian territory. 








(27657) No. 206. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 17.) 
(No. 148.) 


(Telegraphic. P. St. Petersburgh, August 17, 1907 

WII reference to your telegram No. 130 of the 16th August’ respecting the 
‘Tureo-Persian frontier. 

‘This afternoon, having an appointment with M. Tsvolsky as to the affairs on tho 
Persian frontier, I took the opportunity of inquiring of his Excellency whether the 
possibility of troubles occurring on their fronticr caused anxiety to the Russian 
Government, and T also asked him if lie had had any special news recently. from 
‘Tehran. He had, he told me, no particular reason to be anxious at present, although 
they wero always preoccupied by the situation in the north of Persia, His Fxcolloney 

il to me a long telegram from the Russian Minister at Tehran concerning the 
I incidents. As he was appar i of anything having oecurred 
of the nature indicated in Sir C. Sprii "s telegrams I did not further press him 
on that point. 

1 gave M. Isvolsky a short résumé of the telegrams I had received on the subject 
of ‘Turkish incidents.” Io said that Russian Ambassador would he, insteucted. to 
concert with Sir N. O'Conor, but why was Sir N. O'Conor to consult with the United 
States’ Ambassador ? I presumed, I said, that the United States was much interested 
in what occurred at Urumia, as she had many missionaries at that place, 




























(27652) No. 207, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 17.) 


ere Gulahek, August 17, 1907, 
FRENCH Minister informed by Minister for Foreign Affairs that application for 
finaueial expert to advise National Bank will hw made by his Government to Gor 
ian colleague informed M. de la Martinidre that decision 
hank has been arrived at by Russian Government; that 
nglo-Russian Agreement would be signed; that imme 
Joan would be put through, energetic measures being taken {0 
opposition of popular party: 
Rumours, persistent, but lacking confirmation, are to effect that agr 
ne to between Sliah, Attabek, and Russians, and stat 
rament are party to this agreement are being 
there is a movement to comy 
ed and paid for by the Governm 
ange, Tegards Russian mobilization in Caucasus, measures, if any, would, for 
climatic reasons, probably be taken before end of November, & 














ment of Republi 
tod 














reoment has 
jements that ITis Majesty's 
cireulated by reactionary. party, 
Assembly's acceptance of forvign advance, 













organi 














(27653) 208, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 17.) 
293.) 
phic) P, 
ACTING CONSUL-GE! 
“T have 


Gulaliek, August V7, 1907, 
RAL at Tabroez telegraphs as follows :— 


}© Constantinople, received from Urum 
“Turkish flag hoisted at Mavana by Governor of Gavar Province, who has 
[1521 a7 





‘peated follow 








































1s 


arrived there accompanied by other civil officials, six guns, and troops, number not 
known. 
“he plain of Urumia is tranquil. oats 
“Refugees are being assured by Russian Vice-Consul that full satisfaction for 
damages is being claimed by his Government.” 





[27544] No. 209. 


Sir Edward Grey to Persian Chargé d' Affaires. 





R EDWARD GREY presents his compliments ‘to tho Persian Chargé 
‘and has the honour to inform him that on the 15th instant telegraphic 
‘ent to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople to consult with 
lis Russian and American colleagues, and to inform the Sublime Porte that the orders 
sent by thom to Van on the 9th August, for the withdrawal of the Ottoman troops 
within the neutral zone and for tle punishment of those guilty of alleged excesses, 
lontly been disreya ‘1 that, in view of the fresh information rec 
from. Mis Majesty’s. Minister at ‘Tehran, that Ottoman troops had oceupied the 
Taradust district as far'as Kotur, and had attempted to impose Ottoman sovereignty 
6n the Ohristian refugers, His Majesty's Government took a most serious view of the 
complications which might aris 

Sir N, O'Conor was also instructed to urge the immediate dispatch of further 
orders for the complete withdrawal of the troops. 


Foreign Office, August 17, 1907. 

































(27654) No. 210. 


Sir C, Spring: Rice to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received August 18.) 
(No, 224.) 
(Holographic) P. Gulakek, August 18, 

TAL told by Alacos-Sultaneh that, provided the Ottoman troops are withdy 
from tle positions newly occupied, Shah is willing to agree to Turkish proposal fi 
Joint Commission on. the spot. he Persian Government is making an appeal for the 
good allicos of the British and Russian Governments, and would Tike them to seni a 
Commission to the frontior, replied that L would inform you, but that it would be 
ry for my Government to consult with Russian Goyernment, mid t) offer of 
the rejected by the Sultan, No news of Russian anilit 
tions appe have reached his Excel 

Following is contidenti: 


Tologram trom Per Potersburgh states, on autliority of 
Russian Government, that His Majesty’s Government are tukewarm in. the ma 















































(27685) No, 201, 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received August 19.) 
No. 406.) 
ir, ‘St. Petersburgh, August 1 
{ HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of an aide-mémoire, under ¢ 
29th July (U1 August), received from the Iu nent, the contents of which 
are summarized in my telegram No, 41 of to-day’s date. 
The aide-méwoire denies the report that an advatice had been 1a 




















Bank to the Persian Telegraph Department for the purpose of extenclin 
Seistan telegraph line from Nasretabad to Malik Sia Koh. It recogni: 












that the Russian Government can have no obje 
extonsion with the aid of fimds furnished by His Majesty 
asks for full particulars as to the financial position of the Tehran-) 
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‘Tehran-Khanikin telegraph lines, in view of the possible transfer of these lines to 
Russian management. 


Thave, &. 
(Signed) HUGH O'BEIRNE. 


Tnclosure in No. 211, 
Aide-mémoire, 


AINSI que le Ministire Impérial des Affaires Itrangdres le supposait, les bruits 
parvenis au Gouvernement Anglais et relatant que la Banque d'scompte et de Prots 
Gy Posse avait avaneé au Ministre des lar ans une certaine somme 
rgent, en vue de finaneer Ia construction de la ligne de télégraphe projetée entre 
Nousretabad et Mik Sialu Kouh, sont dénnés do tout fondeinont, comm il apport des 
reslgnements pris ee su 
© Ib va de s0i que, ¢ @ rentrant dans Ja sphire. d'influence projetée 
TAngloterre, lo Gouvernoment Russo x16 sauriit. on priieip woprower io. ae 
VAngletorre en sou temps vienne en aide au Gouvernement Persan allt de lu construive, 
en avangant a co dernier les moyens peu quis. Le Ministre Tips i 
ement deve r. quainsi que Pavait fort justement fait observer Mr, O'Beinne 
overs G Juillet avec M. Isvolsky, une parville démavche, 
que les négociations relatives A accord entre les deux tats aient abouti, apporte 
deux Gonveroments, Tl est moter, dn 


eonclu, 
cette occasion, le Ministtre Impérial eroit devoir porter 4 la connaissance (lo 
Ambinssado d'Anglotorre quo Vstude do la question dea tlégraplion en. Paras davis sit 
ensemble est quelque peu retardée par Te fait que le Ministire ne dispose, pas sle 
données pri Jo coté financier de Padministration des lignes Véhsran-Méched ot 
‘ran-Khanékin, Or, les pourparlers actucls an sujet de ces lignes faisant entre 
bilité de leur prise en adininistration par le Gouvernement Russe, iis 
tions qui forment Vobjet des derniers Mémorandums Geliang 
snnique et le Min ie 
ice sinjet ayant de co) 5 
Fin cons » Ministiro serait fort obligh 
Vostre e lui faire parvenit, dns u 
res pour lui donuer tun 
par rapport 
on, leur revenu annuel, &c. 


St, Pétersbourg, le 29 Juillet 
(11 Aodi), 1907. 


rn bass 
il serait difficile de prendre dos ions définitives 
Ot financier de ces questions, 


(27763) No, 212, 





Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Ediward Grey—(Received August 19.) 


(No 501, Very Confidential.) 
Si, ‘Therapia, August 18, 1907. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 488 of the oth Tistanty sive fs 
presentations which I had made to the Sublimo Porte on the subject of tle 
“zgressions committed by ‘Turkish troops on Persian territory, E liave the honour to 
State that T communicated the substance of my langnaze to my Russian colle 
who told me that he liad made similar representations on the Sth instant, 
Couch Zitoniew went on to speak in very stiong terms of the conduct of the Tutlish 
joverument, and said that he feared nothing short of intervention by fore, which i 
Hs circumstances was almost impracticable, would restrain them, T replied tha 
thought it unlikely that the Porte would push the matter to a point where fore 
erveution might be provoked, 
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However, the region between the greater and lesser Zab is one which the Turkish 
Government have long been anxious to acquire, as its possession would close for 
them the only path by which the Russians could enter their territory from the east, 
and I think’ it likely that the Borte is not without fears that the present chaotic 
condition of affairs in Persia may at no distant date become an excuse for armed 
intervention hy Russia and a possible occupation of Azerbaijan, an eventuality which 
thoy would naturally be anxious to forestall, 
* Whatever the facts may be, Ilis Majesty’s Government are of course bound to 
continue their loyal co-operation with Russia in order to persuade the Turks to abide 
5 ment of 1869, but it would be well, I think, to consider 
How far a Curkish occupation of the region between the two Zabs would be to our 
i il, for Russian interests are not necessarily identical 

















with ours in that direction. 
Lhave, &e. 
zned) N. BR, O'CONOR. 
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and trended close to the Afghan frontier, I earnestly trusted th: 
would regard the whole matter in a broad and liberal init, as Nene ae 
looked at the map he would see what a very large portion of Persia we had already 
conceded as being within the Russian sphere, and he should recollect that military views 
were always cxacting, and they should not be allowed to haye the deciding voice, My 
Government themselves had encountered strong opposition in cortain quarters, and 
would probably meet with some sharp criticism, but, in view of the great end to be 
attained, they had decided not to swerve from the course they hnd adopted, Moreover, 
all three Conventions should be regarded as in reality forming one whole, and, after the 
satisfactory communication which I had just male to him in regard to Afghanistan, it 
scemed to me that the most exacting military authority should be well contented, 
M. Isvolsky did not demur to my observations, and 1 thought it well to leave the 
matter for the present in the form in which I had luid it before him, 
7 T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 














(27687) 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 19.) 
(No, 408,) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, August 13, 1907. 





1 COMMUNICATED to M, Isvolsky this afternoon an aide-mémoire stating that 
His Majesty's Government agreed to tle arrangement proposed by the Russian 
to the transfer of the telegraph lines between Tehran and 

‘on coniition that the British control over the latter 










line should commence from Khat. 

His Excellency made no remark on the aidemémoire beyond saying that he was 
us to. hay Is as to the obligations which the Russian Government 
build assnino fi fo the Pehran-Meshed line, and also as to the line from 
Melvan to Khan also not clear under what conditions the latter line 
was held by te Indo-Buropean ‘lelegraph Department, 1 told his Exeelleney that on 
the reecipt of his Memorandum of the 11th instant, Mr. O'Beime hind telegraphed for 
the information which he had desired, and that I would supply it as soon as I 
received it, 

























T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 





(27689) No. 214, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 19.) 
(No. 110.) 
Sir, St. Petersburgh, August 13, 1907. 
DURING my interview with M. Javolsky yesterday afternoon, I handed to his 












Honey an aide-nidmoire stating that His Majesty’s Government requested that the 
line defining the Russi f interest in Persia should run in a straight line from 





1, toa point at the intersection of the three frontiers 
sta. I explained to his Excellency that it was not 
inderstood why the line should make a devintion eastwards and take in Khaf, and that 
it would he exceedingly difficult to reply to any criticisms which might be made to the 
cilvet that the Russian Government had some arridre-pensée in wishing, for strategical or 
other reasons, to inelude Khaf within their sphere. My Government did not for 
moment think that they lad, but others might perhaps hold a different view. Moreover, 
ve were most desirous, in view of our responsibilities in respect to the Perso-Afghan 
relations, that the Russian line should not run unnecessarily in too close proximity to 
the Afghan frontie! 

M, Isvolsky: said that he feared that our proposed modification would give rise to 
some discussions with the Gener! Staff, and possibly delay a little the settlement of the 
Convention, He observed that the lines were not demareations of frontiers, and were in 
A senise imaginary, and that therefore he could’ not see why it vas necessary to de! 
them with minute exactitude. replied that [ quite agreed that the lines might he 
rayn roughly, but in fliis cage their line shot off eastwards for some unexplained reason 


Kak, through urbe 
of Russia, Persia, and Afgha 





























































(27696) No. 215. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 19,) 
(so.417) 


Bu St. Petersburgh, August 15, 1907 
1D occurred to me that perhaps His Majesty's Govonnauntaaign vistitg Mere 
‘ome finanefal and other dotals in regard to the working of the telegraph line butween 
Meshed and Nasratabad, at present under the control of the Russian Admi istration, 
and 1 consequently addressed a letter yesterday to M. Isvolsky, beawinge him to be 
good enough to supply me with the desired information, I added that I did not 
consider that tho information which we were both, sequosting of each other should 
delay tho signature of the arrangement relative to the transfer of the telegraph lines 
Meshed-Seistan and Pehran—Meshed, as it was, [ hoped, well understood that that 
ie anne met Be Hane Ray ith the Convention. 
further begged his Excellency to let me have a reply to the ic 
tnd mau to himon tho 23n1 Juno las, and whieh was to effet teat tis Maya's 
6 marathon’ would be Pp pared to surrender British rights over the Tehran-Khanikin. 
telegraph line on condition that the Russian Government made no difficulties in 
pect. to the prolongation of the concessions of certain British tolegmph linos in 


















































T have, &e, 


(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 








(27697) No. 216, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Angust 19 





St, Petersburgh, August 15, 1907, 
fate Totter to M, Tevolsky that we should. take nae to 
urring in the future as to the localities through which the 
spheres of interest in Persia might pass, I pointed ont to 

ish and Russian lines 





_ SUGGESTED in a pri 
id any ambiguity 0: 














; ad he wrould propose that in the Convention it 
rss through and included such and such localities is i 
Pass and included such and such localities. He would prefer stating th 
ates of the ( onvention and not recording it in a separat Ob verbale, ms ate 
RUT case undue attention might be called to the fact, and it would he difficult to 
Ten fe ip ey ae Pies spheres of interest,” which it was desirable to suppress, 
. ould be bet fo ease the be > ‘ 
Sr eaeae ter not to increase the number of Annexes and other supple. 
ig 

























BA 
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ae Hae Piet Ree 
T told his Bxcellenoy that I quite agreed with him, and I asked him to find a gc 
French word for the equivalent of * included.” T trust that you will concur with the 
insertion in the text of the Convention of the phrase proposed. 
Thave, &, 
(Gigned) A. NICOLSON. 











(27871) No, 217. 
1 Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 19.) 









Gulahek, August 19, 1907. 
ed on Shah, lis Majesty affirmed his 
ws would be 





from Assembly has w \ 
ith them in reforms, and added that foreign instruc y 
Which must be taken in hanil at once. Owing 
f, four Generals, among whom is the Minister of 
bf thie 18th ultimo), have been placed in ommund 










grips (seo my despatch No. 
of army. 





(27657) No, 218, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 
(No, 142) 










x ign Office, August 19, 1907. 
SIAN frontier dispute: Your telegram No. L18 of tho 17th instant. 
to the fact that the whole incident bas probably arisen. from 
pinishinent of s for Labaree murder that His Majesty's Ambassalor at 
Constantinople was instructed to. consult United States! Ambassador, Urgent come 
plaints from their own nationals having reached the Uni Government, the 
fatter instructed their Ambassador to make representations to the Porte, and requested 
our support. 











1 was ow 

























(27654) No. 219. 
Sir Edward Grey to sir A, Nicolson. 
No, 143, : i, 
NURCO-PULSTAN frontion dispute (se Spring-Rtic 4). 





rnment for Anglo Russian Commission, 

ian Commission, sinee only if the 
“any. 

lukewarm in the matter, 


Before considering roquest of Persian Gov 
it would seom hett t result of a Turco-l 
Tatter failed to elect  wvould the fon 

TY any idea exists that His Majesty's Government an 
you might take an opportunity of dispelling it. 








or be nec 











(28142) No. 220. 
Memorandum communicated by Count Benckendorff, August 20, 1907. 


jguenients att 
du 





fait Vobj 





do pronire des 8 
ra—allaire qui 
ju 24 Juillet dernier, } 
de apparition de V'épidémie & Baclireine 
esures qui ont provoqué un mnécontenteneltt 


ivernien 
















an du Foreign Office en date 
qw'il on résulte, au mor 
série de a 
général partags par lo Ministre Britannique, 
rae pats, cea conultions, 16. Conseil! Sauitaire 
eomposéo des nddecins des Légutions étrangdre 

rantaine d prendre, , eo, i 
Dea eotts Commission qui a décidé qadjonidro A M. le Dr. Williams, M. le Dre 
Bussidre comine étaut tres compétent dans les questions locales. 














a institné une Commission Spéciale 
ot chargée d'étudier les mesures de 
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Du reste, Vaccord au sujet de cette affaire n'a cessi 
Ministres de Russie et de Grande-Bretagne 4 Téhéran, et Si 
dun entretien tris amical, a exprimé 
Londres pour rétablir les fait 


Ambassade de Russie, Londres, 
le 7 (20) Aoiit, 1907. 


é d’étre parfait entre les 
©, Spring-Rice, au cours 
A con volldgue Vintention do télégraphicr & 
























[28141] No, 221, 
Memorandum communicated by Count Benckendorff, August 20, 1907. 

LE Gonvernement Impérial n'a pas manqué de faire prendra des renseignements 
am sujet des bruits consignés dans le Mémorandum du Foreign Office en date du 
24 Juillet dernier, dapr’s lesquols la Légation Impériale a Téhéran aurait ‘fait. une 
démarehe en vue Wobtenir Vinstallation dime ligne téégraphique Téhéran-Shahrud 








destinnge 
‘Malégrap! 
const 
que ¢ 
graph 
Les Ministres de Russie et de Grande-Bretagne & Téhéran ont eu Ace sujet un 
tien trbs amical, aw cours duquel Sir Cecil Spring-Rico a exprimé Vintention de 
raphier & Londres pour rétablir les fai 





son propre usage, et daprds lesquels également V’Administration des 

Persans amait obtenu de la Banque Russe & Méhéran une ayanee pour la 

e cotte ligne, 

i quiil en résulte, ces bruits se trouvent dénués de tout fondement, de meme 
vance. destinge & la construction dune Vigne télé 






ion 



















Ambassade de Russie, 
le 7 (20) dod, 1907, 





(27974) 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received August 20.) 





(No, 155.) 
(elegraphie,) B. hurgh, August 20, 1907, 
T HAVE seceived a Memorandum with regard to the ¢ in as to British 
interests in the Persian Gulf, in which it is stated that the Russian Ministry, for 
objection to our making such a declaration, Tlow= 

y point out that the second paragraph does not quite accurately rendun the 
statements in the Russian Memorandum of the 14th June. The following should be 
the wording: “Le Cabinet Impérial niontend pas aier les intéréts spéeianx de 
TAngleterre dans le Golfe Persique,” the words “in the maintenance of the statis quo” 














































if loft out, 
(27104) No. 223, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
7 Foreign Office, August 20, 1907. 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transinit to you lierewith copy of 











sdespateh from His M 
assurance gi 
the 





esty’s Ministor at Tehran,? in wh quires whetlier the 
en in writing to Sir A, Hardinge by the Persian Grand Vizier in 
Tih October, 1901, that the Persian Government had no intention of granting to 
4 Préts” or to any one else the monopoly of coining silver in the State 

for the future in case the question should he raised ina 





















In view of the changes which have taken pliee ii the political situation of Persia 
ace the year LQOL, when this assurance was given, Sir 12, Grey considers that it would 
he desirable to endeavour to obtain w renewal of it from the Persian 

He would ingly propose that such « condition should be 
Which His Majesty's Government should insist in r 

















added to those on 
turn for their compliauee with the 















































184 


request of the Persian Government for authority to suspend for threo years the sinking 
fund on British loans to Persia, which formed the subject of my letter of the 
3st ultimo, 

Tam to add that Sir B, Grey would be glad to receive an early expression of 
Mr Morley’s views on this proposal, as also on that contained in my letter of the 
31st July. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 








(28067) ‘No, 224, 

Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 21.) 
(No.171) 
Bir, Gulahek, August 6, 1907. 


T HAVE the honour to inform you, with reference to my telegrams of to-lay’s 
dato, that L have received written and verbal communications from the Persian 
Government on the subject of ‘Turkish aggression on the Azerbaijan frontier, of which 
the general import is as follows : 


‘In consequence of the depredations committed by the Dasht tribes in the Urmi 
fay ovens wore sent to the Governor of Urmi, Imam Kuli Mirza, to take the 
essary measures to punish the aggressors. ‘he Turkish Government was duly 
informed and requested to. prevent the fugitives from tal ge in Turkish 
territory, On the Ist August finam Kuli Mirza mpedl with his punitive force 
near the village of Tuli, which is described as being 24 miles within the frontier, when 
he was suddenly attacked by a large Purl li guns, He at once sent to ask 
son of this attack. ‘he Turkish officers answered that they were obeying 
Persian troops must evacuate the place within three ours. 
Bofors, howover, this period had elapsed the Turks opened fire again, as many: as thirty 
shells falling into the Per mp. Several Persians were killed with great 
Drutality, and some prisone ‘ule whose fate is unknown, ‘The camp was 
plundered, property. to the value of 100,000 tomans being taken, The ‘Turks then 
attacked fhe village of Mayaneh, in the aver district, on the ground that the 
villagers, who ate Christians, hid served with the Persian punitive force. he villa 
vas destroyed: clglitecn men and sixty women and children were killed ; ten young 
yromen were carried off, ‘The depredations of the ‘Turks were then continued to the 
villages of Kukin and Larnanaz, where property was plundered and women carried 
of, Similar outrages were perpetrated at Iamak and Tarsiu, According to the latest 
acconnts the Parks were within two miles of Urmi, which was full of re With 
rewuril to the previous history of the Persian ion, it appears that it was under 
taken to punish, among otlivrs, the tribes who were guilty of the Labaree murier. 
Mhese tribes seem to. have received promises of protection and support from the 
‘Turkish authorities, and letters to this effect are in the possession of the Persian 
Goyernme! 
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‘he Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs called upon me this morning, and 
ropresenited earnestly the importance of immediate and energetic representations at 
Constantinople by tle two mediating Powers. He had, he said, informed the French 
Minister unoflicially of what ad occurred, and would also inform the American and 
German Legations’ in a similar way, as there were German, French, and American 
missionaries whose safety was threatened, Ie hoped that England, as one of the joint 
arbiters in the frontier dispute, would not delay to take the necessary action in order to 
prevent a continuance of theso atrocities, and most earnestly insisted on the unprovoked 
Character of the attack and the cruclties which had been committed. An appeal hiad 
mado to ‘The Hague Conference whieh he hoped would have some effect on 
1 public opinion. T promised to bring the matter at once to your attention. 
nila communication has been made to my Russian colleague, who has telegraphed 
Government, 






























T have, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 








(28156) No, 228°, 


Sir 





Rete |. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 
(Telegraphic. P. 

TN order to avoid 
should be 


. m St. Petersburgh, August 22, 1907. 
1 misunderstanding in the Convention and Arrangements, T 
f it is considered that in the body of the instruments ti 
in Governments ” ¢ employed instead of the names of 
s, the latter, however, appearing in the preambles to the Conyention and 
ngements, 

‘The following is confidential : 



















Tam anxious to know whether you approvi vordi i 

: ok you approve the wording mentioned above, as, 
tle event of the Russian Government agrecing to theamendments whieh you proposed 
iu your telegrams of yesterday's date, 1am informed by M, Isvolsky that he hopes to 
sign all the documents on the 81st August. 3 











[i521] 
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(28068) No. 225. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received August 21.) 

No. 157.) 
ries atte P. St. Petersburgh, August 21, 1907. 

YOUR telegram No. 148 of the 19th instant respecting Turco-Persian frontier. 

Russian Minister at Tehran has conveyed, in a telegram which M. Isvolsky read 
to me to-day, the wish of the Persian Goyernment that the frontier Commission should 
be assisted by Russian and British Delegates, I told him you inclined to the opinion 
that it would be better to wait and see the result of the ‘Turco-Persian Commission 
Vefore taking any such step. He did not object to the suggestion, but I gathered 
that he doubted whether the Commission would produce any result. 

1 told him there was no foundation for the rumour which had reached me to the 
cifvet that His Majesty’s Government were lukewarm in the matter. M. Isvolsky 

Ihe had heard nothing of the report I also saw the Persian Minister and made a 

similar statement to him, He said he personally was sure we were most favourably 
inclined, but he was a little confused on my mentioning it. 











st 





(28057) No. 226. 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 21.) 

i 226.) 
Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 21, 1907. 

IE Seoretary of the Russian Legation has sent to the President of the Medjliss, 

d to in my telegrarn 





DE 
with a covering letter, the Russian Legation’s communiqué refe 
No, 219 of the 16th instant, 

Its tone is more friendly, and text has been entirely recast, ‘The reference to the 
intention of sending troops is omitted. But after the cases of outrage, &e., committed 
in Persia on Russians have been recounted, it ends by stating that, in the interests of 
Persian tranquillity as well as for the protection of her own subjects, Russia is “ready 
to take any steps.” 





eee 


127973] No, 227. 


Sir Edward Grey to A, Nicolson. 

(No, 149.) 

(Delegraphie,) Pe Foreign Office, August 21, 1907. 

_ _'MEBRE is no objection to having Convention and Arrangements as proposed 
in your telegram No, 154, but the names of the Sovereigns should be introduced into 
the Prenmbles, which all three should have on the model of our amended Persian 

reamble, 

All three should be ratified. 








(27974) No, 228, 





x Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(Ne 150.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, August 21, 1907. 
BUNS DAN Onnrentonte Xounttslecrami Nae 1 S64 Aaa et 
_In onder to adhere closely to Russian wording, we will leave ont words “in the 
maintenance of the status quo” in quoting the Russian Memorandum, though in our 
Memorandum, to which this was a reply, these words originally stood. 











(1521) 3B 
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28153) No. 229, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 22.) 

(No. 227.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 22, 1907. 

NEWS has been received from Mr. ©. Stevens, His Majesty’s Vice-Consul 
at ‘abreez, that the news of the Turkish advance on Urumia has caused great 
excitement in Tabreez, A special messenger was sent to the new Governor-General 
to beg lim to hasten his arrival, Mr, Stevens adds that he cannot believe above news. 
On the Zlst August be heard by telegraph from Mr. Parry that the Turkish 
Commander-in-chief considers the refugees at the Russian Vice-Consulate as Turkish 
subjects, and that: he denies receiving orders to retire, 

‘Pho Chief Mullah’s nephew has heen shot by a Kurd. 

‘Purkish troops are reported to be gathering near Bagdad. 





{28068} No. 280. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
No, 151.) 
‘elegraph Foreign Office, August 22, 1907. 





YOUR (olegram No, 167. 

‘urco-Porsian frontier dispute, 

We are voady to take up the proposal which was made last October that the 
British and Russian Governments should participate in completion of frontier with 
the Commissionors appointed by Persia and ‘Durkey by delimiting the line within the 
Z0n®, 

















‘Whe question will never be settled unless the Commission has full power todelimit 
the lino, and it is therefore desirable that it should be so constituted. 





(28068) No. 231, 
rl 





Edward Grey to Sir N, O' Conor, 

(No. 106.) 

(elographie,) P. 
‘SURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 
Thave stated, iu reply toa request from the Russian Government, that we are 

rondy to take up the proposal which was male last October that th 

Russian Governments should participate in completion of froutier with the Com- 

missioners appointoll hy Persia and Turkey by delimiting the line within the zone. 
Mho question will never be settled ttnless the Commission has full power to 

dolimit the line, and it is therefore desirable that it should he so constituted. 
Whion your Russian colleagues have received instructions, 
thom, 


Foreign Office, August 22, 1907. 































No. 232, 


(26032 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 













Foreig 
WITTE reference to my letter of the 16th ultimo, on the > Bakhtiari 
road, Tam directed by Secretary Si ard Grey to transmit to. you herewi 
of a despatch from [is Majesty's Viee-Consul at Ahwaz to His Majesty's Mi 
‘Pohean,* reporting on the condition of the Ahwaz—Ispahan road over 
recently passed. 

In forwarding a copy of this Report to Sir E. Grey, Sir C. Spri 
attention to Captain Lorimer's remarks as to the condition of the two suspension 
bridges, and to his suggestion that your Company should appoint an engineer to inspect 
them this autumn, and to effect such repairs as may be found necessary. 


Sir, 


















+ See Inclonure in No. 188. 
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Tam, 


(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





(28197) No, 233. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 23,) 


sir, India Office, August 22, 1907. 

IN reply to your letter of the 16th instant, asking for information as to the 
nancial position of the Tehran-Meshed and Tehran-Khi ray ne in 
view of their possible transfor to Russian management, Lam di y Mr. Seoretary 
Morley to inclose copy of a Memorandum by the Director-in-chief of the Indo- 
Puropean Telegraph Department on the subject. 

















Tam, &. 
(Signed) "A, GODLEY. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 288, 


Extract from a lelter from Mr, Kirk to Sir R, Ritchie, dated August 18, 1907. 





ISEND you a Memora 
fogarding the 
quiries made the Russ 
theselines and obtained some revenue from them. 
when they learn that our control of the Meshed line us some 12,000 rupees to 
maintain the line yearly, that we get nothing for ‘opt _ improved 
i i our Constil-General at Meshed, and that the Porsian Goyernment 

nt at any’ time, 
accounts should show the financial position of the lines, 
ings, at these are matters with which we have 
never liad anything to do, and information regurding them could only be obtained 
from the Persian Government, In writing the Memorandum, L have taken it for 
ated the Russian Government want to know our exact position at_ the present time 
with regard to the two lines, This information C have tried to give as clearly and 
emeisely as Leould, hope what 1 have written will prove to be what is wanted. 
It is very doubtful if the Persian Government would give the information as to the 
cost of lines and offices and the revenue obtained, and 1 do not. see of what use in this 
case the information would be, 


dum giving the information by the Russian 
‘chran—Meshed and the elran-Khanikin lines, From 
would scom to think that my Department worked 
xpect they will be surprised 
































ets and 




















Tnclosure 2 in No, 338. 
Memorandum giving the information asked for by the Russian Government regarding 

the Tehran-Meshed and the Tehran-Khanikin telegraph lines. 
‘Tehran-Meshed Line. 


THIS line belongs to the Persian ‘Telegraph Administration ; its offices ar 
worked by that administration. It is not known what revenue is earned from the 
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traffic on the line, nor what it costs the Persian Administration to maintain the offices 


a fF. aes, ere 
ee 865, ne tho line was continually Deine Jnterrapted for long periods the 
ersian Government at the request of the Brit ¢ 
Fer nancaiot Mi line o/b tao over by the ea Department 
asa temporary arrangement. The line was nico pa anccleant 
fas remained i the hands of the Indo-European Telegraph Depa : 
Hina ane cost of this maintenance has been detrayed by, t Government of Tin 
1902 the Persian Government has eontrbmted 15,000 rans per s 
to the upkeop of the line, Exclusive of this amount the cost to the Gover. 
ment of India. of maintaining the line may be estimated at the present time af an 
Average of 12,000 rupees per annum: ‘he British maintenance of the line is ean 
Gn under no formal agreement, anil the Persian Government could! end itat any time, 
thoush they are not likely to do so, as itis a very advantageous arrangement: for them, 
Tiritish 1d also put an end to the arrangement, so that there are 


















‘The Tehran-Khanikin Line. 


ine maintained and worked at the present time by the 
tration, which pays all charges and draws the revenue 
Tt is not known what these amount to, as they only 


‘his line isa Persian 
‘Velograph Admin 
















jan fon, but 1 clause was entered in the Britishe 

to the Persian Teles tration, Seer iomaeoats 
hrsian (elogeaph Convention of 1872 that the charge of the line eould be resumed by 
Fe este aleerapth Department, should. this be desired by the. Department, 
At any tinis while this Convention was in foree, ‘The Department has at present uo 
Uonttol over the lino, it has only the right to assume such control if it should want to 


do so, but there is no obligation that it should do th ea estines 

















August V7, 1907. 





(28219) No. 284. 


‘The Kuphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company to Foreign Office — 
(Received August 28.) 





3, Salters' Hall Court, Cannon Street, 
Sir, London, August 22, 107. wer 
i etter of ave the honour to give yo 
WIT reference to your letter of the 20th ultimo, T have n y 
the following particulars respecting the steamers now plying on the River Karu 




















‘Molathi.’—Guphrates and Tigtis Company's steamer running betswen Mahommerah and Abwas:— 
Length 5 160 fe 
Heats. a S25 fee ‘ 
> Vnloaded, 2 ft. 9 in, 
Drugs sys Laded, 110 tons, ft 10 in. 
Upward, 36 hours 
Durst ot rover) srs {Unovenweaed, 24 hours with barge, 


*Hlosse Lynch * (occasional) — 












ath & 220 feet. 
seth Bs . 20. 
eh Talat 2 9 in 
Loaded, 100 tons, 4 foe 
Drought., 3) ee { ep tons 
© Salamis” barge 
le : 120 fat. 
18 feet, 
Breath fe 





Depth i 
Draught « + om 





2, 6 in, with 110 tons of cargo. 
5 feet, with 190 tons of cargo. 
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\Naserat."—Mouin-el-Tojar's steamer plying between Mahommerah and Ahwaz. 








Length .. ss 122 feet, 
Beam 1 +20 feet, 
Depth 2 Ate Oi, 
ight, 1 foot. 
Dees ria Bee LS te, 8 4, 


“Shushan,"—Stom-wheeler belonging to the Persian Government, run by Messrs. Lynch Brothers, 
Ahwaz to Shushter: 

Length 
Bewn 
Draught « 





++ 100 foot, 












‘with 80 tons of cargo, 


“Shushan's” barge— 
Draught .. 4 


Average duration of voyage with barge 


s+ + Dt AL ins with 45 tons of cargo. 


Upward da 
<> {pBmnvara 0 are, 


Owing to the very large sums which have been spent by this Company hitherto 
without any return on the development of the Karan navigation and tho routes from 
the Karan region to the interior, my Board confidently expect that His Majesty's 
Government will not give their consent to, or acquiesce in, any scheme for the irrigation 
of the Karun valley which does not, to the entire satisfaction of the engineer of the 
Indian Government, safeguard, beyond all doubt and at all seasons of the year, oven in 
a year of drought, the supply of a volume of water in the river fully adequate to the 
navigation, 

‘The Upper Karun already presents great difficulties to navigation during the 
summer and autumn as regands the part above Band-i-kier, and interference with the 
volume of water on this part during the low season would render it quite unnavigable. 

As regards the Lower Karun, there is at present during six mouths of the year 
adepth of quite 5 fect at all points, During the remaining six months there are 

avigable channels with a minimum depth of nearly 4 fect of water, which enables us 
to load our steamer and barge to adraught of 8 ft, 6 in, or more, although in exceptional 
instances we have had fo lighten the draught to 8 ft, 4in, Experience proves that thoro 
must be at Ieast 4 inches of water under the steamer. Any reduction ia tho supply of 
water necessitating a prolonged employment of the steamer at Jess than 4 fect would 
nvolve the earrying of such small loads as would not pay the running expenses, Tt 
should also he noted that an improved “ Blosse Lynch” rather than the “ Malamix” 



























Tepresents the type (and draught) of steamor that after tho trae has developed woud 
be the 





fable, owing to the small carry 
ve cost to ran, 


It is only on certain reaches of the riy: 
we think 


ig capacity of the “ Malamir’” and her 








that these shallows are encountered, and 
therefore that they should be easily capable of amelioration. Consequently 
we subinit that no irrigation scheme should be regarded as safe that dovs not provide 
um above the present minimum ; and, further, that no. scheme. should be 
favoured that does not include the improvement of the waterway from Shusliter to tho 











junction with the Shat-cl-Arab. 


T have, &e, 
(For Secretary), 
(Signed) 1H, ROBERIS, 








(28274) No. 235. 





- Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 23.) 

(No. 161) 

(elegraphic) P. St. Petersburgh, August 23, 1907. 
M. ISVOLSKY wishes to substitute in the Persian Preamble the word “ Persia” 

for“ Persian Empire,” as Russia can seareely employ the term Empire in speaking of 

Persia, never having given the Shah the title of Emperor. ‘There is, I presume, no 

objection to complying with his request, 












































190 
[28155] No, 286. 
‘Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 164.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, August 28, 1907. 
CONVENTION and Arrangements. A 
‘Nhe answer to the questions raised in your telegram No, 160 is in the affirmative. 





(28273) No. 237. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 24.) 
(No, 168.) 
(Telegraphie,) Ry St, Petersburgh, August 23, 1907. 
M. ISVOLSKY proposes, with regard to Agreements and Conventions, that for 
all instruments there should be a general preamble and a single ratification. 
‘Phe following would be the terms of the general preamble 


jesty the King, &e,, and Tis Majesty the Emperor, &e., animated with a 
sineore desire to settle by mutual consent different questions touching the interests of 
thir States in the Continont of Asia, have resolved to conclude Arrangements destined 
to prevent all causes of mistinderstandings between Russia and Great Britain in regard 
to the said questions, and have named to that effect ax their respective Plenipoten- 
tiaries, namely, ... . who, after haying communicated full powers, &e., have agreed 
to the following, 

































‘Mhen would 
text; then “Cony 
then ‘Declaration as to Phibet,” with its spec 
to Chumbi Valley. 

After these would come the following -— 


me “ Arrangement as to Persia,” with its special pecan and full 
ition as to Afghanistan,” with its special preamble and full text 
preamble and full text and Annex as 











“Nie present Agreements will be ratified and ratifleations exchanged at 
St. Potersburgh ay soon as possible, Tn faith whereof the Plenipotentiaries have 
Signed the present Arrangements, & 


lis Bx thinks that ti 
















manner three ratifieations would be avoided, 
anil tliat one instrument would embody the whole Arrangements. M. Isyolsky wishes 
to know if you approve of this armngement, and whether you wish that the Anange: 
ments witli rexard to Phibet, Afghanistan, ersia. should also be signed, or il one 
signatme would suffice at the endl of the whole instrument after the clause provi 
for the exchange of 
On the whole tl 
of telegraph lines in Persia and the question of seie 
Bo sottlod by an exchange of notes which would he simultaneously signed. 
Tt you could wive me a reply by next Tuesday T should be grateful. 
































(28367) No, 238. 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edinard Grey.—(Received lugust 24.) 





No. 105.) 
Telegraphic) Pe 
ARRANGEME 
A special me 
s evening by the kindy 
‘ive them on ‘Ties i 
all amenitments hay 


St, Petersburgh, August 24, 107. 





'S and Conventions. 
enger, carrying the complete French texts of all documents, is 
of Minister for Foreign Affairs. You should 
You will, I think, find that, in necordance 
‘been inserted. 
















ree 
ith your wishes 
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[28364] No, 239, 

Sir ©. Spring-Rire to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 24.) 

(No. 228.) _ 

(Telographic.) Po z Gulahek, August 24, 1907. 
Tit is stated in Persian official telegrams that troops have been sent by ‘Turks to 

Band, close to Urumia, and that they are collecting taxes there; that Turkish Com- 

mandant has denied having received orders to withdraw Ottoman troops, to the Foreign 

Office agent verbally, to the Russian Consul at Uramia, Great excitement has been 
a Proparations: 

















of Baradost, 
ers r sent a strongly-worded telegram 
by his. ent. Tt recounts the acts of violence porpetrated by Kurds and Turks, 
the failure to keep promise of withdrawal, the outrages on women, children, and 
prisouers, and demands wishdrawal of forces, 

onstration against the Government and Atabek took plac 
A priest at Kerhela, who declared against the Persian Constitution, is said to have 
received the Sultan’s intervention on his behalf. 

excitement here grows, and both Shah and Atabek are freely accused of 
y with the Turks. 














at Majli 

















(28365) No, 240, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 24.) 





(No. 229.), 
(Telograpl 


PL 







P. : Guilaliek, August 24, 1907. 
{ refer to telegraphic correspondence of the 16th instant, your No. 95 and 
) amd 220; also to my telegram No, 226 of the 21st instant’ 

Following information telegraphed from Acting Consul-Cei 

Troops reported to be assembling at Kars; only troops reported 
frontor at Rholaaferin, which is right on the frntir north noxthaast of abreez and 
ast of Julfa, 

My French colleague has received ropo: 
preparations are being made there now; it 
Measure, troops have been detached from FE 
direction of the Tureo-Persian frontier. 




















from French Consul at ‘Tiflis that no, 
s said, howe {, 1s a precautionary 
n Government and dispatched in. tho 































[28219] No, 241, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 










ir, Foreign Office, August 24, 1907. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 18th aaa the d f thie 
ent of India tobe furnished with full particulars respecting the steamers 



























It app 
the Company w 
the mi 













(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 





No, 234. 
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(28368) No. 242. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewwed August 25.) 

aan ant . St, Petersburgh, August 25, 1907. 
TP will bo seon in the papers on their way to you respecting the transfer of 
telegraph lines in Persia. that, in the arrangement with regard to this question. the 
Inst twp lines in Article TIT, after “English commutator,” have been left out 
MT, Tevolsky considered that these to lines were not necessary, and he also thought 
that as the expression “ frontier stations” is used they might give rise to eomment 

in Persia, : i 

vo received from M. Isvolsky a Memorandum with regard to the question of 
f aoa the Concessions for telegraph lines in Porsia, In this Memorandum 
it isstated that the Russian Government in principle accept that the rights which the 
ritish Government have over the ‘Tehian-Khanikin telegraph line should be ceded 
to Rnssia, and that there is no objection on their part to prolonging for a period 
of twenty, years the Concessions of the Tchran—Bushire, Jask-Gwaddur, and Kachan— 

hat télesgraph lines ‘ hee 
co rea tho Tensstan Government hinye exact data concerning tho finaneiat side 
of the question they would be willing to enter info an exchange of views in onder 
to sottle the matter in a friendly spi 






























(28369) No, 243. 


Sir a, Nigulson to Sir Kdvward Grey.—(Received August 25.) 

A iipenit ) St, Petersburgh, August 25, 1907. 
STUN ATURE should take place on Saturday, if all gous well. Would sou, in 
that « ‘any. objection to my retaining 1 till Satunlay night, so that 
the Convention tight bo sent home with him ?, Tt would he more economical than 


sending special messenger if it would not cause inconyeniener. 










ry 











(28502) No, 26. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 26.) 


(No, 510.) 


Sir Constantinople, August 19, 1907. 


: insta fave the honour 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 99 of the 15th instant, I have the be 
to forward Horewith a aioto. from. the Persian Ambassador, inclosing translation of 
Nth th Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs on the subject of the 


sin frontier dispute. 











Thave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


—————————————— 


Tuclosure 1 in No. 244. 





Prince Riza Khan to Sir N, O'Conor. 


€ Ambassade Impériale de Ee Constantinople, 

M. l'Ambassadeur et cher Collague, fe 16 Aoiit, 1907. AN 
TAL Thonneur, Cenvoyer eicinelus & votre Excellence, copie dime dépéche 
oxpédide hier A Péhéran aw Ministre Impérial des Mfaires Etrangéres, ainsi que it 
Finction en Fraugais d'une autre, que je viens de recovoir aujourd'hui du dit 


Ministire. 












Veuillez, &c. ee 
(Signé) | M. RIZA KHAN. 





——— 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 244, 
Prince Riza Khan to Persian Ministry for Foreign Aff 





Ministére Extérieur, Téhéran. 

MONTRE dépéche Sublime Porte, qui déclare avoir jamais donné ordre envoyer 
troupes A Saoudjbolak et ailleurs. Comme dépéches Gouverneur Van sont entidrement 
contradictoires avec rapports Gouverneur Ourmié, Ministre Extérieur dit meilleure 





chose est que Perse, comme convenu, envoie aussi Commissaire faire enquéte mixte 
Gablir vérité, Agir en conséquence. 


(Signé) RIZA. 


Tuclosure 3 in No, 244, 
Persian Ministry for Foreign Affairs to Prince Risa Khan, 


(Traduetion.) Le 16 Aoi, 1907. 
QUOIQUE vous nous aviez assuré que des ordres ont été donnés pour quo lea 
troupes Turques soient retirées du territoire d’Ourmié, ainsi que la punition des 
pables, et dans la dépécho que vous aviex adressée A Sa Majesté Impériale, vous 
aviez dit que Sa Majesté Impériale le Sultan avait ordonné quo son Commissaire de 
Mossoul se rende sur Jes lieux ayeo lo Commissaire Persan pour faire des enquétes 
mixtes. D'aprés les dépéches nouyellement arrivées d’Ourmié, 'autorité vette ville a 
visée que 100 soldats ‘Pures sont allés hier au village do Bends, situé A 1} fersekh 
3 kilom.) de Ia ville d’Ourmié, transportant avec eux un canon, et on a méme demandé 
des provisions des villages environnants, 












Pétorsbonrg ont Gs Aga prides 
: ‘appuyer vos démarches, Veuillez 
raphier le résultat de vos démarches lo plus t6t possible, 

Le Ministre dos Affaires Titrangores, 
(Signé) —ALA-OL-SALTANEH 





(28505) No, 245. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey. (Received August 26.) 








0, 513.) 
i, Therapia, August V7, 1907. 
1 ITAVE the honour to report that I had an audience of the Sultan yester lay, in 
tle course of which I called the earnest attention of His Majesty to the reports 
ed hy us of Turkish aggression on the Persian frontier, and reminded him of 
the assurances given to me a week ago hy the Porte that, if it were established that 
die troops had crossed into Persian territory, they should bo withdrawn, and those 
ity punished. 
1 said that whatever doubt there might be in regard to some of the places within 
contested zone as established by the Anglo-Russian Agreement in 156i 
‘wild he no doubt whatsoever that such plices as Mergevar, Sujboulak, ar 
district of Baradost and village of Bau, close to Uramia, were well within P 
territory 
‘Tlie Sultan replied that his troops had occupied no places which were not within 
Ottoman territory, and tiat the aggression had originated with Persia, whose tribes 
tial! erossed the frontier and pillaged the territor 
,_Lsaid that in the first instance there ia, 
‘ersia, and that if so there was nothing to be Said against the Persians being repulsed 
and punished ; but that I did not. think His Majesty could dispute that places like 
Soujboulak and the Baradost district close to Uramia were Persion, and that tliey were 
Improperly occupied by Lurks. 
321) 





































Thave been aggression from the sido of 








38D 
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Majesty eontinued to repeat that his troops had not occupied any part of 
was the real plaintiff, and that it made him despair to see England 
st him in a matter of this sort. 

Texplained lint we were not taking our present attitude out of love of Persia 
ut in virtue of the obligations put upon us by the Delimitation Commission, which 
made England and Russia thie mediating Powers in ease of disagreement, | T_ thought 
Ht my duty--and in doing so T was acting under instructions from you—to warn tis 
Majesty tha rious view Of the complications which might arise if 
the Porto disrogarded te representations made to them on this occasion. 

‘Mho Sultan still maintained his ground, alleging that there had been no encroach 
ments on territory 
seemed to admit that my positive statements 
he promised to consult fo-lay on the subje 
1 Affairs 
die latter shortly afterwards, told him what had passed at the audience, 
and begged him to consult with the Grind Vizier, and furnish his Highness with the 
Aelimitation map, so that he could show the Sultan that the places T mer 
not only outside the contested zone, hat clearly in Persian ten 
to do this. 

T informed my Russian and Ameri mn place, and 
M. Zinovtow said that he thought E could not have done better in the efreumstances, 
Lio thought that T might possibly induce the ‘Turks to withdray to a certain extent, 
Tut he was not hopeful of their abandoning the places within the contested distriet, 
auch-ns Vianoh, unless under fear of direct action. If, however, they withdrew from 
the outside places Intely occupied, the question would once more return to the 


diplomatic channel. 





taking sides 



























ot hitherto under Ottoman administration. He finally, however, 
n and 








deserved attenti 
er and the Mi 





to the contrary 
with the Grand V 












joned wore 
Exeellency 




































1 have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





PS, August 18-—In view of the action above reported, it is disappointing to 
Jearn that the Russian Government told the Persian Minister at St, Petersburgh that 
the action of Bnglind is lukewarm (see Sir C. Spring-Rice's telegram No, 224 of 


to-ilay’s date), 
N. RB, O'C. 














[28514] No, 246. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 26.) 


(no) 522.) 
in, ‘Therapia, August 21, 1907. 
WINE reference to my despatch No. 510 of the 9th instant, T haye the honour 
to transmit copies of further notes from any Persian colleague, inelosing correspondence 
Hotween his Highness and the Sublime Porte on the subject of affairs on the Tureo- 
Persian frontien 
Tyould venture to point out that the Persian Government 
mediating Powers every report of Turkish aggression without serious inquiry, on any 
WMbstantiating evidence whieh would allow of a fair judgment being formed, theit 
Object no doubt: lieing to engage ws in intervention on their belialf, they themselves 
heing totally helple 
“thus in one telegram the Persian Minister for Forcign Affairs states that two 
regiments of Ottonian troops are about fo be sent to Merivan and Ouraman, and that 
other troops are crossing the Persian frontior at all points, But if'such forces Thad 
feally boon dispatelied to the frontier we should almost certainly have heard the news 
From one or other of His Majesty's Consular officers, whereas we have no such 
reports. since a telegram from Captain Dickson of the 20th ultimo, stating that 
four Hamidié regiments had been sent to protect the frontier (in addition, it seems, t 
two Nizam battalions and a mountain battery). It is probably a part of this 
detachment that has reached Ban and Movana, an advance against which 1 made 
strong representations to the Porte, with the result that a positive order was promised 
forbidding the advance of Ottoman. troops, and an engagement given that 59 

















1om to lay before the 

































Ainforeements should be sent, A special report in this sense was submitted to the 
Bulth after a Council of Ministers held on the 18th instant, and it was recommended 
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fhat the status quo should be maintained as regards all pla deni 
neutral zone, and any further advance was SRE geen 
With regard to the military aspect of the question, I have the honour to i 
et ii 1» @ transmit 
Dey aeamicnaby Hoan egy A tiaction ori antaesyeerplainiaa’ cient 
porary Cee AG jis Embassy, explaining the situation sq 
T would add that the contemplated mobilization of two Russian bri 
teal m rrigades, reform 
uit telegram No. 100 of the 16th instant, is known to the Por eatiias i 
ain deterrent effect, though it has not by any meas had the same immediate 
youll tle mobilization of two divisions previous to Russia’s difficulties with 
japan. 
The French Ambassador asked me last night what was tho lat 
~The n a ast nig jest news. fr 
Turco-Poroinn froutier, and (lat was tio result of iny representations] to ‘he Sultan 
Tie said that lic was greatly impressed by the altered attitude of the 
anh al ool nop takin ey waren ho Malloy Sab none of 
conflict with a foreign Power, followed by an attack on the frontier, they we 
count upon the support of «anole Powe he oO 
His Excellency said that he felt this so strongly that he proposed drawing 
TRESS EEL th OHO RET CoS MEEeRTERES Re 
_ Ehave, &, 
(Signed). N. R, O'CONOR, 

































Mnclosure 1 in No. 246. 
Prince Riza Khan to Sir N, O’Conor, 


Anibassade Inpériale de Perse, Constantinople, 
le V7 Aodt, 1907. 


¥, Ambassadeur et cher Colldgue, 
VAL Vhonneur denvoyer ci-inclus f yotre Excollenee copie dune note de In 





Sublime Porte qui m’a été adresséo lo 13 Aoit, 1 inst 21% 
Se Eo acaul a Oe areat le , 1907, ainsi que ma réponse par une 


Prince M, RIZA KHAN. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 246, 


Tewfik Pasha to Prince Riza Khan. 

‘ i Le 18 Aoit, 1907, 

_ PAR ame dépécho que votre Ministine Tinpérial des Affaires Htxangires ie 
avait adressée, dont yous maven fait Vhonneur de me remottae la traduction, il 
yous informe que deux régiments de troupes Otfommies aveo des munitions en 
suffsance sont eu train détie expédiées A Mesivan ot Ouraman (Perse), ct plus, 
autres troupes Ottomanes traverseront de tout cbté Ia frontidre Porsanc, et yous 
Snvite de fai tes émarches pour mettre fin cot Gla de chore. . 

Vai Vionneur d'informer votre Altesse que, suivant les réponses arrivées de: 
Commandants du 6 et du 4 Comps dArméey ainsi que des GaN Hee 
ies proviness, To passage do nos troupes sur la front est, Wénoué do fonlemont 

ces nouvelles sont fabriquées et propagées par des porsonnes de mauvaise foi. 

(Signé) — NEWETK, 

















Inclosure 8 in No. 246 






Pring iza Khan 
{atuton) rince Riza Khan to Tewfik Pasha. 
‘Scellence, 
lence, Le 4 (17) Aodt, 1907. 
tated AL OH Phonneur de remote & votre Excellence par mes niles ao dren 
lates Jeg traductions de plusiours dépéelus arrives du Ministre, Impérial des 
Moines Etrangtres de ‘'¢héran, relatives au passage des troupes et tribus Otfomanes 
Sins! qufaux erimes et pillages commis yar elles sur le territoire Persan; plus, dans 
entrevue d/ayant-hier, jairemis & votre Excellence Ja traduction d'une dépécho 
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i ‘ i ‘nistare en date du 1° 
‘lle artivée & cette Ambassade Impériale du méme Minist : 
fe Aste Diaprss tine autre dépéche que je viens de recevoir & nouveau du dit 
Ministre dont traduction ebjointe “il part _gutan régiment do 100 ae 
illage de Bendé, situé A une distance de . le fOurmié 
cat arr ca une grande effervescence, tant & Yautorité locale de cette ill aw 
fr populations on demanile Ie retrait de ta troupe ot Ia punition des eoupables;” 
Guivant fos dépeclis susmontionnées ot les émarches préeélentes, jo pric votre 
Excellence de vouloir bien donner des ones pour que la troupe OHomane, soit 
innétiatemont retire, ct suivant Ventent établi entre votre Excelonos ola ft 
Mpaches que, avec Vapprobation de votre Excellence, ffavais & Sa Majest 
Tae Hale ke Schali ot au ALinistre susmentionné, Aes ordre sont donnés au Commis 
i rial Ottoman actuellement & Mossoul, de se rendre s a avee 
Se ner uae au Tes Hiewx pour faire une enquéte mixte, ain qu’on agisse 
selon lonr résultat des rapposts des deux Commissaines. 
euilles, &e. 
(Signs) Prince M, RIZA KHAN. 


SS 
Inclosure 4 in No, 246. 
Prince Riza Khan to Sir’. O' Conor. 


AnmduasdeInriate de Pers, Constantinople 
Ambassadeur et clier Cullegue, e19 Aoi, 1907. S 
SENS Tne sie overt. votre Excellence, ci-inclus, copie d'une note en 
r f a unt hl. 
Veuillez, &e. at 
(igne) Princo M. RIZA KITAN. 


Frangais remise par moi A It Sublime Port 


ee 


Inclosure 5 in No. 246, 


Prince Riza Khan to Tewfik Pasha. 


Le 19 Adit, 2901. 

‘xeellence 1a traduefion d'une dépeche qui 

Y re Impérial des Affaires Etrangéres Wéhéran, 
ton ‘ents ‘Tires ayec munitions en suffisance du cbté de 
versan, ot que d'autres troupes Ottomanes: 

Tavais prié yotre Excellence 


concer! 


réparaiont i passer toutes Les: A 4 5 ae 
Heaeesreritew ontres, pour miettze fin A cot tat de chosos, fin réponse, dans 


5 fzirat qui été 
Jettre da 18 courant, daprés les renseignements du Grand-Vizirat qui vous ont 
donnés, votre Excellence m'a Gerit:— i 
gues des Commandants du 6* et du 4* Corps Armée, of 
des Gowrdmenrs-Généraux des provinces limitrophes, les bruits du passage 


“Diaprds les réponse 


eee atee cat ot 
troupes sur la frontitne sont dénoués do fondements ees nouvelles sont inyentées 
proplugées par des personnes de mauyaise foi. ees 
hs ‘ im’ i le Ministé 
is Vaprds les @épeches qui m’ont été transmises par : 
Hie es Pe anadrea de Meheran, et dont jai ew Vhonneur de remeitre§ 
[ince Tes eopies et traductions, accompagnées, de mes notes, il appert dit 
vies trons et tribus Ottomanes sur le territoire Persan, leurs e1 

sont indiqués en détail. oa 
1 tot, iudubitable que Tes fautes cialessus mentionnées retombent absolamert 
aur les ttoupes’ et tribys de votre Gouvernement Twnpérial. Par conséquen Be 
Sitaranl mez demandes préeédentes, je pri votm Hscellence de donner des ones a 
Jes troupes Suen retires imeditemnent, et que Tes eoupables sieae Bury ep 
i fs pour les vietimes soient payées, que to ts sent 
ie Nea. ant mnie temps de mettre Hin ect Gtat de choses, qui trouble la tranqulhe 

Te la frontiare ct est contraire aux bonnes relations et voisinage 

Gouvernements. 
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Je prie votre Excellence de youloir bien me renseigner lo plus tt possible da 
gsultat, afin que jen informe immédiatement le Ministdre Impérial des Affaires 
Fiangeres de mon Gouvernement Impérial. 
Veuillez, &e, 
(Signé) " Princo M. RIZA KHAN, © 


Tnclosure 6 in No. 246. 


Colonel Surtees to Sir N, O'Conor. 
(No. 13.) 
ir, Constantinople, August 20, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a Memorandum concerning recent events 
on the Turco-Persian frontier, 
Lhave, &&. 
(Signed) H. CONYERS SURTHES, Colonel, General 
Staff, Military Attaché. 


Inclosure 7 in No, 246. 
{) Memorandum concerning Events on the Turco-Persian Frontier up to August 20, 1907, 


TD is exceodingly difficult to arrive at a just appreciation of the rival claims of 
‘Turks and Persians to administer the districts embraced by the debateable zone as 
dclimited by Russian and English officers between the years 1849-1865, but. when 
the theatre of disturbance lies outside this zone it becomes moro possible to assign 
responsibility, although, owing to the fact that Great Britain maintains no Consular 
officers resident nearer {0 the frontier than Van and ‘Vabreez, reliable information is 
not always forthcoming, In the case of the present troubles it would appear that, on 
the 10th July, 1907, His Majesty's Representative at Tehran telegraphed to the Roreign 
Office that the Persian Government was preparing a punitive oxpedition against 
some Kurds, and stated that the American missionaries feared intervention in such a 
case by the ‘Turks, 

Although this telegram did not indicate where this expedition was expected to 
operate, it became clear from a communication made by the Persian Chars 
(Affaires in London on the 8rd August, that the objective of the expedition was the 
village of Toullé, which is about a mile to the westward and inside of the eastern 
border of the zone, 

Tt would thus appear, by their own showing, that the Persians were the first to 
commence operations inside the zone, and thereby to provide an oxcuse to the ‘Vurks 
of intervention, which for politico-strategical reasons they were not slow to avail 

iemselves of. ‘The situation seems to have been correctly gauged by the American 
missionaries, 

‘Whe ‘Turks seem to have got wind of the movement as soon as it was decided 
upon, and on the 10th July a mobilization of four Hamidich Cavalry Regiments (cach 
of foitr squadrons of fifty men) and two Redif battalions was ordered to take place at 
Van ‘The Redif battalions took the place of two Nizam or regular battalions, who, 
tozether with the Hamidich or irregular cavalry, moved towards the frontiei 

On the 8rd August Sir ©, Spring-Rice reported from ehran thut a 'Purkish foree 

il occupied! Mergadyar and evicted therefrom some 1,600 revolutionary: Persians 
with some guns, who, having been defeated by the Shah’s troops, had taken refuge in 
Turkish territory: (eide Captain Dickson's despateh No, 15 of the ‘th August from 

‘mn. 

cording to a further statement. made in London by the Persian Chargé 

on the authority of telegraphic information from Uramin and 'tabrees, a 

Turkish force (evidently the one above referred to) had moyed against the Persian 

ive expedition, and after giving it three hours’ grace—within which the Persians 

Were required to withdraw—openel fre on the Vorsian camp, whieh wad at once 
cuated, 

On the 17th August the Acting Consul-General at ‘Tabrees reported Turkish 
force to have reached Movana, on the eastern edge of the zone, some 6 miles north of 
Toullé, and also that the Plain of Urmia was quiet, ‘Dhis is interesting, as on the 


(ise) foe 





198 


‘th August His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran reported that the Persian Government 
Jai offal information that 6,000 ‘Turks wore within 2 miles of Uxmia, and had 
Killed many villagers. 

‘On the 19th Angust information from Tehran reached the Foreign Office. in 
Tondon to the effect that some 1,600 Persian soldiers and six guns were moving 
Nettward to the frontier, and that the Turks, though they bad not made further 
inroads, had effected great damage. 

Tis dificult to believe that the Persian Government would really send such a 
mall force to cope with the Turks if the latter were really believed to number 
6,000. 

On the Guh-Tth August Sujbulak was reported to be threatened, and that 
Persian and ‘Turkish Kurds, supported by ‘Turkish regulars, were pillaging and 
Tinesnoring; and also that the Persian Sunnite Kurds wore being incited to rebel by 
the Turks. 

‘On the same date the Persian Government stated that a Turkish battalion was 
moving on Serdesht, and another column of Kurds on Sujbulak, whilst seized corre- 
spomderico was said to show that the ‘Turks proposed to clear out the Persians from 
the neighbourhood of Urmin. 

MMe Persian, Minister for Foreign Affairs also stated in a lengthy telegraphic 
communication that ‘Turkish troops had molested various villages, including Moyaneh, 
Where some oighty Christian inhabitants were said to have been massacred. 

With regard to the above complaints, it is to be again recollected that the Acting 
Lritish Consul-General at Tabreez, telegraphing to Tehran on the 17th August 
announced the artiyal of the ‘urks at Moyanch, but made no mention of any 
outrages: rage 

ci no conrubomtion of the massac ns, a charge which when once 
made iyainst ‘Turks seems only too readily to obtain credence. 

On the 1th August the Lurks were reps » oecupied Gangatchin, a 
village to the north-west of Dasht. 

Diplomatic representations made to His Tmpei sty tlie Sultan and to the 
Porto on the AGth August by His Majesty's Ambas to have resulted in the 
suspension of all Hostile movements on the part of the ‘Turks, although the latter 
riintained that thy on was entirely in consequence of sion, but 
Hafore orders to this effect could reucli the troops on the frontier, the latter had 
already entered (he Baridost district, and also oceupicd Ban, 14 miles west of Urinia 
(according to ou maps about 5 miles theretrom). 

Mhoro is no evidence whatever available to show that any 
has taken place hoyond that of two weak Redif battalions and some 800 Eh 

in, but it is highly probable that the small force of "Turkish reg 
the front pine by large: numbers of Turkish and also perhaps Persian 
Kurds, and t! wis no Persian military force capable of dealing with it. 

‘he Sunnite Kurds most certainly prefer Turkish rule, and in the absence of a 

dearly defined frontivy such troubles as the present are sure to recur annually, 
ly when it seoms to be entirely to the advantage of the ‘Turks that such 
‘sliould arise, 

iAs | have already written privately to the General Staff at the War Offiee, Ehave 
become convinced that the Turks intend to avail themselves of every possible 
opportunity. of slowly and surely rectifying. the froutier without Anglo-Iussian 
sedstaneo, and eventiially not only to push their confines as far as Lake Urmnia, but 
also to the right bank of the Karkah River. 

Persia 8 in no state to resist, and, although it is reported that Russia is 
preparing to move tyvo brigades into Persia from ‘Tillis aud Erivan, itis most unlikely 
that she desires war at present. 

However, now that the attention of the Powers has been called to the doings on 

at tho Darks will stand fast” for a considerable period 
cd, 
wy occupied and stil retain Passova and the Wazna defiles, and now 

.at Movaneh and Ban, and also to be threatening Sujbulak. 

(Signed) TL, CONYERS SURYEES, Colonel, General 
‘Staff, Military Attaché. 
Constantinople, August 20, 1907. 


— ee 


199 


28569) No. 247. 


Anda Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received August 26.) 
St ania 

N reply to your letter of the 15th instant, forwardi : 
ith instant from His Majesty’s Minister at RE a re Canter eis 


ron Yeliran as to the proposed transfer of th 
‘Tehran-Khanikin telegraph line to the control of the rahe learnt, an 


directed by Mr. Secretary Morley to inclose copy of a Memorai y the Director 

in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Dental on the ee DUO Us 

_ Mr, Morley, in view of the opinion expressed by Mr. Kirk, would suggest for 

Sir H, Grey's consideration, that His Majesty's Government, should aecopt Sit, 

Spring-Rice’s proposal that the surrender of our rights over the line should be con- 
ditional on its not heing transferred to third parties without our consent. 
Tam, ko, 

(Signed) "A. GODLEY, 


India Office, August 24, 1907. 


Tnelosure in No. 247. 


Memorandum by the Director-in-chief of the Indo-European Telegraph Department, 
dated August 22, 1907. 


‘THE British Company referred to by Sir ©. Spring-Tiee, in his telegram of the 
15th instant, is the In Ao-Boropoan ‘Telegraph aoa i it au ehrode He 
telegrams was established from Tehran vii Khanikin to Europe, it would of course 
cut into the traffic carried by the Indo-European Telegraph Company to Tehran, It 

would also divert traffic now carried through Russia, and this would not suit Russ 
as she would lose money over the arrangement. It would not therofore be to her 
interest to make the Khinikin—Telian Jine over to a third party who would work: it 
in competition with the Russian As the Indo-European ‘Relegraph Company, 
have done very good work for India the Company 103 every assistance froin Us, 
Tt ys a great thing for Tndin and this country too that the Company managed to get 
fan Government to allow it to work the lines from India and the bast via. 
‘The propos ta is bean made Dy 

je consideration, 
(Signed) IL, A. KIRK, 





No, 248, 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received August 26.) 


. India Office, Augus! 9 
reply to your letter of the 20th instant, I am Sac ity Ate Baoteciey 
state tliat lie concurs in the proposal of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
ment should make it a condition of their consent to 
in ora cer suspension for three years of the 
‘i ish loans that the Persian Government should renevr their 
engagement not to ¢1 ia r y or if 
one to grant to tho Russian Bank or any other parties the monopoly of 
proposal in your letter of the 26th June that a request of the Pei 
Goversment for the suspension of the sinking fund should TAL vesitah > GH 
t ‘ion that: the Persian Government agree not to contract a loan with a foreign: 
heat or Government without the option being first given to England and Russia was 
cally Mr. aa in my letter of the 4th ultimo, In your letter of the 
ee oe) stated that Sir B. Grey was taking steps to inform the Lords 
poanininonot the Treasury of an arrangement whereby our eonsent to the suspen- 
Het deassineae fund was to be subject to a reservation of our right at any time 
qhring the period of sult suspension to insist on the payment of arrears in respoct of 
nking fund unless in the meantime some serious ellort were made by the Persian 
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s c i that 
v t to put the finances of the country in order. I am now to say 

Ste Morley seo no objection te this reservation, and to explain that it an nat 
‘understood from the terms of your letter of the 31st ultimo that Sir B. Grey was 
awaiting his concurrence, 


Tam, &. 
(Gigned) "A. GODLEY. 





[28637] None 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 26.) 


No. 281.) ai 
tr eqraphic.) P. Gulahek, August 26, 1907, 
ou aeaiee ert your instructions (see your despatch No. 138 ofthe 
‘1st ultimo), L am pressing Ministor of Pinaneo to make arrangements for paying 
Dritish claims, I fear, however, that for the present settlement contemplater by 
Tmperial Bank is out of the question, Partial settlement is hoped for next month by 
Hinance Minister and ‘Tehran Manager. 





(28638) NoePeD 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 26.) 
(No, 282.) 
(olegraphic,) P, ; 
AN official request for the appoint 
financial situation in Porsin has bet 
7 that Russia and © 
the National Bank, the Russi think that, 
Govornnent should be. fully informed of financial situation, aesing that 
fo wil probably be had to Brench finance if, as seems in contemplation, a lave 
ie amide ty Persia, and in any easo France will’ be both financially and politically 
tel by Russian nana poly eres i mkatas 
formation has nd by the Fronch Minister that the Russian Bank is 
Fees iilor basis extending to Central Asia and the Caueasus, and that 
M, Naus is in St, Petorsburgh. 





(28644) 


Sir C, Spring-Rice lo Sir Edwarit Grey —(Received August 26.) 


Gulahek, August 26, 1907, 
AM from Acting Consul-General at Tabreez states report that Russian 


troops are voncentrated on frontier is not credited. 





(28685) No. 252. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Bdword Grey.— (Received August 26.) 


‘ican 26, 1907. 
‘ ic) P Gulakek,, August 26, 1907. 
ET 8 Consul at rama reports that Governor denies ‘Turkish report 
Armenian revolutionaries attacked Turks. f , Kerr: 
aa oe thit.taxea are being collsted by Turks within 4 miles of Urumia is 
confinined by His Majesty's Acting Consul-Ceneral. 
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[28197] No. 253. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


2) Pe Foreign Office, August 26, 1907. 
your telegram No, 141 of the 12th instant, 
hk Administration work and own ‘Tehran—Meshed line, 
the own to Us. 
the Persian Government, owing to repeated and prolonged interruptions, 
allowed the Indo-European Department to take over the maintenance of the line a8 4 
temporary measure. ‘The latter put the line in order, and it is in their hands that 
it {enance has remained, ‘The maintenance costs about 120,000 rupees per 
aunum to the Indian Government, exclusive of contribution by Persian Government 
of 15,000 krans, There being no formal agreement, the arrangement could be ended 
at any moment by His Majesty's Government or Persian Government. 

Persian ‘Telegraph Administration work and maintain Tehran-Khanikin line, and 
as to its revenue we have no knowledge. At present the Department has no control 
over line, but only (see Mr. Kirk’s Memorandum of the 25th April) the right. to 
assume stich eontrol should it want to. 

If M. Isvolsky should complain that we are offering less than they offer us, in 
proposed exchange of Meshed-Teliran and Meshed-Seistan lines, you might remind 


him that it was only during the course of the present negotiations that the control of 
the latter line was instituted. 





(27697) No, 254, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 


1) 
phic) Pe 
R despatch No. 418 of the 16th instant: Persian Agreement, 


We concur in suggestion made by M. Isvolsky to state in toxt that lines paso 
through places mentioned in text and include them; 


sr Foreign Office, August 26, 1907. 





(28274) No. 255, 


‘ Sir Kdward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 160.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. F Foreign Office, August 26, 1907. 
PERSIAN preamble, Your telegram No, 164 of the 28rd instant, 
‘There is no objection. 








(28713) No. 256, 
Mr. Preece to Foreign Offce.—(Received August 21.) 


1, St. James's Place, Pall Mall, London, 
August 21, 1907, 
| HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 26038, and 
T beg to inform you that the first Exploitation Company was duly formed 
vl 1 the two years; that the Statutes of the said Company were furnished to the 
‘ersian Government through the Imperial Commissioner, through whom also the 
20,0001. in cash and 20,0001. in shares were also paid; that to the best of my belief 
every possible formality to maintain the Concession has been carried out, 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) . R. PREEOR. 
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[28647] No. 267. 


(No, 432.) 
Sir, ‘St. Petersburgh, August 24, 1907. 

[ TIAVE the Honour to transrait herewith the Prouch: tests of the several 
Agrooments as agreed upon between M. Isvolsky and myself, including the Annexes. 
Fee eet eney has still to secure the approval of His Majesty the Emperor and the 
eee xcaicintiee, but T do, not consider that any modifications will be made, 
Should any sch oceur T would at once telegraph them to you ‘and_I would be 
Bratoful yon ould also, inform me by telegraph of any alterations which you may 
Beh insoried. Mf, Tavolsky would be deeply sensible if your reply could be sent 
to mio with as little delay. as possible, 

A Moaurds the Afghan Convoution I have no remarks to make, With respect to 
Dor eset dl vnookcifigull wo doviso a claugo which would render it quite clear 
that the localities through which the respective lines ran Jay within the respective 
spheres. I trust that the final clauses to ‘Articles I and I will meet this difficulty to 
your satisfaction, 

atistaction. cy provides for the transfer of the ‘Pelran-Meshed. and Meshied- 
Seistan telegraph lines. is also sent Tierewith, and it will be signed si multancously with 
the Agreemonts, In accordance with the aide-mémoire of the 12th August, wh up 
in London, you expressed your appro sarrangement, provided that Khaf was 
tho point, from which the British control wag to, commenes M, _Isvolsky 

Boa ee ay aad 1 simply sgn, hi) Annex it will bo auliciont without aay 
ooat mae of notes, ancl L venture tO agree with him, but. would be ‘grateful for your 
concurrence by teloxraph. 

I Fat AE Tavelsky that, though it doos not form part of our Agreements, 
wwe oxpoct to receive an assurance from the Russian Toverninent that they will adopt, 
Teeeatiy atiqud towards the prolongation of some British ‘Telegraph Concessions, and 
eerie tdoll gin of our communication that we would be prepared to eoncede the 
Fights we possess over tho Toliran-Khanikin Tine, He said that he would send ime 
4 com ‘Hoa asaonting, to this in principle, but that the Russian Governnnt 
4 een vting. information. as to the financial position, We, of the johran-Khanikin 
ee errnald not_go further than the above at present, I should’ be lad to be 
Fe a tis Majesty's Government would bo satisfied with, this, I slioulil be 
forty to delay signatiro of the Conventions in regard to a matter, ovts de their scope. 
‘The Russian Government will of course write ine a note in reply to mine regarding 
acientific missions in Thibet, M, fsvolsky, on second the hts, considers that it wor 
he best to deserihe the Agreement as te Thibet as an “Arran, ent "and not as & 
“Doelaration,” sons to bring it into conformity with that not Persia. 

T have, 


(Signed) A, NICOL 


SSS 


Inclostire in No. 257. 


Connention. 


[See Central Asia,” Sir A. Ni 





(28716) No. 258. 
Musurus Basha to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced August 


MUSURUS PACHA présente ses. compliment: 
et a Vhonnour de Vinformer qu'ayant télégraph vernement, suivant 1e 
Gfaiv do gon Excellence, co quelle Ini avait dit le ‘au_anjet de la nouvelle 
apres laquelle les troupes Tmpériales contin ancer stir le territoire 
Persan, il vient de recevoir du Nriatatnre Impe rangeres un télé 
sramiue tesponsif portant quo les troupes Tipe je statis quo; > 


‘ellence Sir Edward Grey 
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siclles avangaient depuis qu’on le prétend, il y a1 : i 5 
i ell dept " 4, ily a longtemps qu’elles auraient dépassé 
Urmia, et que la vérité se fera jour aussitor quie les Délégués des deux Govern ce 
auront procédé & lenquéte et présenté leur Rapport. 


Ambassade Impériale de Turquie, Londres, 
le 26 Aoitt, 1907. 





(28753) 


Mirza Mehdi Khan to Foreign Office.—(Received August 27.) 


Dear Mr. Mallet, 


Persian Li i 2 
SS a oan ersian Legation, August 26, 1907. 


w with you on Saturday, when I verbally commu 
ram Thad that day received from Prince Ala 
li sian territory, and the excesses 


continually commit velis ‘ 
palsies niglish translation 


need hardly repeat what a serious phase. this, matter has assumed, and 
how urgent it is Chat immetinte. steps should be taken to see that orders, for the 
withdrawal of the Ottoman troops from Persian territory ave actually issued. An 
of these troops in Persia, and the excesses whi it 

admit, have deplorable effect, and give rise 


to hear from you as soon as you have any communi+ 
s Aanbassador in Constantinople, 
Believe me, Wo. 
(Signed) MBHDI. 


Tnclosure in No, 259. 


Prince Alaces-Saltanch (o Mirza Mehdi Khun. 

(Translation) 
) [Received August 2 
) : ecoived August 24, 1907. 
GRAM has heen received from the Government of Oroumi to ite 


_* he Kargozar (Foreign Office Agent) wrote offically to, Mohammed Bey 
Miralaye inquiring as to the withdrawal of the (un ips. The Russian Vieo= 
Consul also, in order to assist us, wrote a letter broweh 

of the inhabitants of the village of Moyanch, an ser 

(Consulate attendant) accompanied by my messei 


ee Bey did riot reply to the Kargomu’s note, and merely, suid 


4¢-We haye no orders to return; whenever we are ordered to do so, shall of course 
obey. And wwe do not think that such oxter will be fortheoming, for sixty yours ng 
these districts formed part of ‘Turkish territor aud owing to various matters which 
occupied our attention the question of their retitution was left in abeyanes, and the 
Kunls, having remained without a protector, entered Persia, Now that we seo that 


the Kurds Tave been neglste, they will necessarily be protected and taken 


totes to the Russian Vice-Consul’s letter, Moliammed Bey sent a written reply 


__ “We have received no orders directing us fo alter our attitude; as regards the 

inhabitants of Movanch like other inhabitants of Nurkey, the protection of thelr tights 

and person is natural, and they are free to return to their homes. > 
(Signed) ‘OMIALAYE MOMAsED-BBNE-A SAD! 


“Tt seems that all the news coming from ‘Turkish source: 

or else how could Miralaye reply so openty ; they wish to-atiain thelr objcet by mens 
shiprocrast ination: Until they received orders to withdraw it is impossible that they 
Shduld do soof their own free will. Nay, they are constantly encouraging the Kunts 
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(28700) ce No. 260. 
Treasury to Foreign Office —(Received August 27.) 


Sir, Treasury Chambers, August 26, 1907. 

I HAVE Inid before the Lords Commissioners of {lis Majesty’s ‘Treasury 
Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 16th instant, relative to the proposed joint Anglo-Russian 
Joan of 400,001. to Persia, for which their Lordships transferred the sum of 50,0002. 
to your credit as a payment on account in @etober 1906. 

Ty Lords understand that the 50,0007, has been issued to the Imperial Bank of 
but that it has not actually been advanced to the Persian Government, and | 
that there is no immediate prospect of the advance being made, 

In these cireumstances they will be glad if the Secretary of State will cause the 
sum in question to be repaid and retransferred to the account of the Treasury Chest 
Pund at the Paymaster-General’s Ollice. 














Tam, &e. 
(Signed) BE. W. HAMILTON, 





(28197) No. 261. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

No. 162.) 

{iviearaphie,) Pp Foreign Office, August 27, 1907. 
TEMRAN-Meshed telegraph line, My telegram No. 158 of the 26th instant. 
On line at Tehran and Meshed we have a Bri naller, but we cannot represent 

this as constituting control, since Russians also have a Russian signaller at ‘Tehran 

and Meshed. ‘The fact, however, might be mentioned to M. Isvolsky. 





























(28647) No. 262. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 






(No, 165.) 
(Wolegraphic.) P. 
ANGLO-RUSSI! 
T have received 
No, 163 
We 





Foreign Office, August 27, 1007. 








Conventions. 
‘our despatch No. 432 of the 24th instant, and your telegram 
rd instant, 
ation and one general preamble, but there must in that case 
led a Convention, since one of that category and two Agrooments 
La présente Convention sera ratifiée,” &c., should therefore he 
the form in which the ratifying Article should run, Separate ratifications for cach, 
which the Russian Government would wish to avoid, are implied in their draft as at 
present worded, F 

You should substitute “Russia and Great Britain” for “their States” in sixth 
line of general preamble, and “them” for “Russia and Great Britain” in the 
cighth line, 

We prefer “dans les limites” to “en deca” in last paragraph of Article 3 of 
Persian Agreement. 

We do not attach great importance to these amendments. 


Great Britain should, it is of course understood, be throughout mentioned before 





























Russia in our copy of instrument. 













(28853) No, 263. 


The Rev. W. H. Connor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 28.) 





The Rectory, Newent, Gloucester, August 27, 1907. 
just arrived from my brother-in-law, who is the head of 
ssyrian Mission in Urmi. He requests that it may be forwarded at 

8G 



























‘once to you, as it will shed light upon the fron 
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dispute between Turkey and Persia, 

May Task your kind attention to it. 
Believe me, &e. 

: (Signed) W. H, CONNOR. 


Inclosure in No. 263, 


Report by the Rev. O. H. Parry respecting the Frontier Dispute between Turkey and 
Persia. 





(Strictly Confidential) 

August 6, 1907,—The condition of affairs on the Turco-Persian frontier has heen 
eausing considerable anxiety for some time past. Ever since the murder of the American 
Missionary, Mr. Labarce, in March 1904, the Begzadi (or Dasht) Kurds, who vecupy the 
uplands betseen the Mergawar and Terzavar Plains on the Persian sive of the frontier, 
have heen carrying on thelr trade of plunder with little check, ifnot with some encourage: 
ment, from the Persian Government, ssho showed either their simplicity or their bad 

h hy releasing two of the Chiefs implicated in tie murder after they liad been kept in 
custody at Tehran for some months, It is not necessary to enter into the story of 
Mojil-cs-Sultonch's misfortunes, suffered on account of his Honest efforts to bring home 
(he erime to the murderers, except to say that in March of this year be retumed to Urmi 
at the urgent request of the new Shali, aud induced, by the hopes held out by: the new 
Constitution and. the numbers of more oF less enlightened Persians who vere returning 
from Burope, to take part in the hope for regeneration of Persia, Soon after this Imam 
Quii Mirza, the new Governor, arrived, and there were great hopes that the miserable 
period of fecbleness and lawlessness would come to an end, as these two men are brave 
and capable as well as popular with all classes, exept the rapacious land-owners, The 
new Governor lind ordets from the Shab and the new Patliament to panish the Kw 
and seems to faye intended to do so at once, before the snow melted and the roads 
opened for escaps into Purkish terri ‘The times seemed fasourable on other 
groun'ls, for the wet Sheikh Sadiq of Shumzdin had lately died, ant his sons seemed 
to have little authority, and algo a bitter ‘lood feud had broken out between to 
Iranchies of the Boxzadi Kinds, which was keeping them from paying much attention to 
extornil affairs, But, it being Persia, things dinged on and Governor had no, 
finds the Innowners retusd to supply any; the lveal Council (or Anjuman). opposed 
the Governor, ant two months were ‘wasted fn talk and. biek Finally, the 
situation was june castor by: the entry of Mojd-es-Sultanch into the Anjuman; for lie, 
Doing son-in-law of the Governor a d also a stameh partisan of reform, was able to 
draw the various bodies together, {Leis a masterful person, aud it soon heeane evident 
that lie must cither quarrel with the Anjuman or rule it, that he 
would ave to yicld ; ant on the Gth June we heard that he ys intending 
to make straight for Rurope, No sooner vas this known than te whole population of 
the city: was thrown into excitement, i 
go and bring him back, Mik was done the next day, end an enormous crowd conducted 
him back, Vengrance was speedily wreaked on the men who lind caused his fi 
some twenty important men of the city were banished from the city. ‘Thor 
yort of dietitorship of Muji ‘anch, whieh was the only thing whieh 
tho populace, ‘Thy Governox, a very vise and excellent man, beat to the will 
and retired into comparative obscurity, occupsing himself in schemes fora tlotilla of 
inotor-bouts for thy lake, of the sowealle navigation of which hie has the Concession, 
erable 




















































































1 satisfy 

















An anny 
mel; cannons were 
ammunition asked for from ‘Tabreez. In fet, as far 
ji in these parts was waking up. Mejd Kept up 
whose good ollices he wished to secure with our 
as to get an assurauce through our Minister at 
t interfere with the Persian expedition which was to x0 
er a good deal of diplomatic talk on the part of Mejd, 
his object, I told him that his wish could not possibly be 








was got foxetlor: *fedaye,” or yolmtoers, were enrolled and 
ordered fram the arsenal at Khoi 
as talk and appemmnce went, 

continually correspondence with myself 
Minister at Tehrai Ilis main object 
Tehran that the Turks would 
to punish the Kurds, When 
Vat last realized that this ws 
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fulfilled ; all T could do would be to telegraph information to the Minister, while it was 
the business of his own Government to secure this assurance from the Turks, He 
was a good deal “ashamed” (as they say) when by a good deal of firm pressure 1 got 
out of him the fact that they had no such assurance from the ‘Turks, and still more 
that he had no definite autliority for himself to undertake the expedition, but was 
relying on orders received several montlis previously by the Governor from the Shah, 
Approval was obtained from Teliran a short time after this, There is of course a 
violent dualism througliout Persia just now in Government matters, and one eamot tell 
at any time whose authority is in the ascendant, but at any rate there seems to have 
een some vagueness as to the authority for this expedition, although Inter it secured 
the support and the approval of the Tabreez Anjuman, Meanwhile there occurred 
another event which has complicated matters very much, A year ago the land-owner 
of ‘Terzawar and Mergawar, the two districts involved, applied to me to find some 
Englishman who would rent his villages in the sume way as Mr, Stevens has rented -he 
villages of Mejd. ‘This was a method of securing foreign protection and also good 
management. It i five years since Salar-cl-Akram, the tand-owner, has received any. 
s from the Begeadi, who occupy many of his villages, I told lin it was hopeless, 

as no Englishman would be such a fool as to rent villages occupied by Bexzadi, and in 
sxposed to such yarious chances; ut Lsent the application to. Mr, Wratislayy 

ved the auswer 1 expected, ‘The Salar then applied to the Russian Branch 
Bank in Uri, to whom he owes a large sum, and arranged the lease of his property, 
he himself going to Tiflis to make the contract, But on the bony) outn 
At lis he fled back, being a wan of extraordinary coward 
threateued by the “fedaye” for waking a contract with the Russians, who are bitterly 
hated by the people as the supposed supporters of the Shah and the old régime, At 
the end of July there arrived the agent of the Bank, wlio yas to manage the property 
and collect taxes: a Russian Colonel wlio for (wenty yours has been engaged at ‘Peliran 
in training the 2 $4 a strange person to choose unless the Russian obj 
jon in tle mind of the Persian Popular patty ani of the 

iis th ¢ 26th) June 
Phe Marks ander 
alt nknown 
¢ to he guarded 
















































































iting in the Plain of Me 
4 Colouel, some forty in number, retired from Umbi in Veragwar, 
number in Mergawar also retired, The Russians, had secured an, inter 
bya Golonel, 
25th June, as T said, there was 3 
with whom Mejd lind allied hin 
, but, managed to extricate themsel 
the Turks in Umbi, laying wot + 
Tajan, retired, a few only remaining in Mergawar 
Cainp up from the vity towards Vergawar, where he 
all fled before him, wot knowing that, 




















ih Morgawar, ‘The Kurd, 
f, Betrayed the Porsiaus, who were 
and Dusn several Kurdish villages, 
ed the assistance asked for from 
Oy the Ai July Moja moved his 
ed at Hie TU July, Phe Katds 
dough ie had several good! cannons, yet thore 
Wax Got aman wile knew how to fire Wiens, However, several slots were fired wud sone 
shivep killed, ‘The Kurds hiad lett teir villages wt Ue foot of the bills, and about 
2,000 were gathered on the top of the mountains, where they were ih great straits owing 
to luck of bread and to cold, for it freezes there in iwidsuininer at aight. But Pe 
another Kurd, au ally of Mejd’s (of whose t nnd curtain proof and had in 
vain warned him), as well as Kurds on the ‘Turkish si thie Bowzadi, 
Yet, in spite of this, they were ready to submit to Mojl’s terms, aud were actually 
ready to come down to his camp, when letters arrived from various quarters, tainly 
Kurd, telling them not to surrender, as help was at laud, We meanwhile, thinking 
safe, had gone up to our summerchouse at Sier on the 2th July. 
On the Ist August eame the erash, We had already fieard several reports of the 
f the Turkish troops, all secretly along the frontier from Bayeaid ty Ushinul 
and Mejd had intercepted several letters about the arrival of troops'in Diza of Gawar 
during the last fow On the 31st July eannons were fired into Meji’s camp, Me 
asked three hours’ delay, not daring to oppose the Turks, aud not wishing to cause any 
ilications with them, But the ‘urks took no notice, and threatenind to destroy hii 
if he did not disappear at once. There was indeseribable confusion: fat 
yerals” tumbling over “samavors,” C00 terrified even ty gather up their 
; the ammunition loaded up, and as soon eut dows by the allied Kurds; Peru 
ff fled, being * wanted”? by the Turks, and hid himself no one kuows where, By 
night the whole crowd arrived at Urm, bedraggled and terrified out of their wits, not 
even daring to stop at Auhar, which the Turks themselves told them was their frontier. 
Most of the soldiers dispersed to their homes, exept those from a distance, and a 












































































































208 





condition of paralysis or panie has prevailed since. Nothing could be more contemptible 
fhan the whole bchaviour of the Persians, especially when itis doubtful i there were more 
than twenty Turks present ; but the eannon “burst their hearts,” asthey say. Nextday, 
the 2nd August, we heard of all this at Sicr, and, having no means of protecting 
ourselves, followed the example of the Persians, and fled to the city. Nothing coule 
induce even a large band of soldiers to come up this 7 miles to bring us down, so we 
came down alone in perfect safety. We had just come out of chapel at 6-30 4.x. when 
we heard gun shots, and eame out into the garden to see six Kurds going o 
mountain top, having carried off all the sheep and cattle of the village. ‘The 
went after them with guns, but could of course do nothing. All that day ther Kurds 
Feleised by the Persian army’ were plundering, and a rexular stampedo forthe city, men, 
Wo sh, Toni, sheep, goats entte began pouring into the eity, which still continues, 
ax the villazers of the piiin anticipate continued raids, When we an bas 
mile of the city, we were met by whirling outriders, covered ges ant 
Waivings guns and shouting to know ifwe were the English, We told them to go home 
to bed, as they had not dared to come out to protect us where they were necdel. But 
they pranced ahead of us—n terror to all wicked Kurds—and nearer the city « erowd of 
“fedaye” came to meet ns and conduct us into the city, ‘Themit was asort of triumphal 
procession into the ety, which was disgusting in the extreme, iP amusing. ‘The Sed and 
4th August were quiet. I spont some time in visiting the Governor, whom I tried to 
Screw up to organize some force to protect the villages of the plain, and the Russian 
Consul and the bankers, to assure them that, as far as [haul information, the English 
Government would not oppose anything they would do in protection of themselves or 
the Christians, and the Turkish Consular Agont to try and worm some information out 
of hn ‘The Russian Consul uns coma Du Tabsolately distrust him he bes 
ailequate oxplination for the fact that he did not send a telegram which we a 
pane : A Hh to our Consuls at Tahreez, Uowever, I understand we are to act ina 
fhicndly spirit towards the Russians, and ended my tongue aecordingly, From the 
‘Turkish Consular Agent 1 hear that there is no doubt that the Turks are mas: troops 
all along the frontier, and are longing for an excuse to fight Russia, T give this for 
shai it ts worth, and that they intend to take all. the district as far as Lake Urmi, 
‘Phere are undoubtedly Turks i some numbers in Mergawar, ant fewer in 
lindevan Avehini-cl-Harh” (General); and undoubtedly there were, and think still are, 
ei ¢ Kurds do not possess 

On the evening of the 2nd August two Christians came down from ‘Tergawar to say 
that the villages of Mawana, Balulin, and Qurana, which were outside the Bexead 
distriets in Verguvar, and their deadly e: Hai been fired on with cannon and. 
Atteked hy Kurds ander the cover of éaunon (a very un-Kurdish manquvre), and fled 
incontinently, At Killed, and the rest came down without a thi 
except the ¢lothes on their backs, and many not even that. ‘There are now som 
2,010 refugees seattorad about. TE told thom to go and take refuge at the Russian 
Consulate, since the Russias Nad rented these villages, and ought to help’ them, 
About 1,00 are there now being fed w some further instructions come, 
diNfewity in persuading them to go there, but Lam sure that it was the 
‘sit they had come to us first, although they are mostly our people, the 
not have looked nt the ‘erwards, out of pure jealousy. Now they are forced to help 
them, and we aire reserving our resources, which, between ourselves and the Americans 
an! the city Syrians, amount to about 100/, 1 only wish it was possible to get some 
assistance from Englind, tor 1 do not know what these destitute people will do; they 
have absolutely nothing, having loft everything hehind for the Kurds, and it costs 207, 
acday to keep them all. 

Now, what is the outlook 2 At pr 























































































































ent things are ealm, and the Governor is trying 
to organize a poliew force for the plain. ‘Vergawar and Mergawar have undoubtedly 
nie to the ‘Putks, who, loweyer, are sure either to deny that they are there, or to say 
that tie villages mneutioned in telegrams are in Turkish territory, and were wantonly 
atticked by the Persians, ‘There is no shadow of doubt that cannons were fired, and 
that the Kurds do not possess cannon; or that ‘Tergawar and Mergawar are Persian 
erritory, and have not paid taxes to Turkey until 1906, when they paid by force to 
‘arkislt soldiers, ‘Nhe re in a fix, ‘The land-ovners and the Government 
party, inchuding the Governor, are in favour ot askiig help of the Russians. ‘The 
Popular party, say that they would rather be under the Turks, ‘the Turkish Consul: 
nt siys thal the Turks mean to take the whole district, and are longing for the 
Russians to iiterfere anil give an excuse tor war. ey 
August 3.1 he: w letter has come for the Governor from the Turkish 
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Comma: der, complaining of the inyasion of the Turkish territory and of the unsettled 
state of the district (which, as a matter of fact, was in pretty good order until the 
Ist July). We feel a difficulty in deciding whether to favour a temporary agreemoi b 
with the Turks, and negotiations for the returi of te villagers to Tergawar, ot to 
support the request for Russian assistance, which, if the temper of the Purks be rightly 
described by their Consular Agent, might lead to war. ‘There are said to be 150 Cossacks 
on their way here, and the Russian Consul is all in fayour of vigorous measures; but I 
gather, from hints dropped to me by him, that his views do not meet with much response, 
At present we are waiting the results of the correspondence between the Governor and 
the Turkish Consular Agent. 

On Sunday we had a proof of the singular courage of the inhabitants, We had 
told our teachers to bring their people among the refugees to service as usual in our 

We expected a hundred or so, but we found about 500 in the yard, and 
ice for them, and advised them at the end to stick to the Russian Consul, whose 
guests they do not seem to care to be, for both the Americans and ourselves have great 
difficulty in keeping them away from our compounds, In or innocence we had not 
dreamed that this service, which is similar to what we have every Sunday during. the 
school time, would cause any disturbance. But, in the first place, the Russians were 
filled with suspicions, and sent one of their men to see what we were up to; in the 
second place, the Moslems in the strect, seeing a erovd of people stream into the city, 
and that they wore mountain clothes, raised a ery that the Kurds were actually entering 
the city. There was a general closing of shops, and women tuslied on to the roofs to 
bring their bed-clothes down into the house, and considerable panie spread even to the 
centro of the city, and several shops were robbed, as the owners, in theit terror, did not 
wait to close them. Meanwhile we were reading the Gospel for the day, Christ asleop 
on the boat, which every one was surprised to hear, as it was a curious coincidence, and 
we quite unconscious of any disturbance, ‘The absurdity was the greater as at least half 
‘our congregation, who had raised such a flurry, sere women and children, 

August 7.—Up to the present there is no very definite news to tell, ‘The Russians 
are still keeying the refugees in the Consulate, and say that they: are going to secure 
redress from the ‘Turks, But that of course depends on what the Russian authorities 
decide to do. The Turks will probably refuse to open any nesotintions with the 
Russians directly, since they are only lessees of the ‘Tergawar and Mergawar Plains. 
‘The matter may thus be postponed till the spring, unless the Russians make an agree: 
ent with Persia, and help them to recover the territory so wantonly outraged by the 
Turks. In Mergawar there are villages to which the Kurdish Sheikh of Shenisdin has 
Taid elaim for many years, and there are. two or three owned by him in a valley between 
Tergavar and Baradost. ‘Whe ‘Turks will make the best of this, ‘Phen the irks did 
actually son over agents to Yeruvar last year, who collected taxes. It is impossible 
to say how many of these were actually Turkish soldiers, but. there were without. doubt 

ig to the evidence both of Syrians and Kurds. Where has been such a 
in Umbi and wuri (in Mergawar) ever OF course it is v 
difficult to get out facts; but it seems that the ‘Turks have no intention of retiring or of 
azreeing with Persia, and that they would be quite willing to get embroiled with Russia, 
who will find it dithieult, without loss of prestige and injury to her interests, to avoid an 
Attempt to zecover these wealthy districts which they have rented for three yeurs, | Aa 
to the Kurds, the Turks seem to keopa tight hold over the Bexzudi, and even to be 
disarming them, being especially angry with them for having driven away so many good 
ayats at the time of harvest, ‘There is considerable anxiety here, as the Turks are not 
trolling otlier Kurds, especially a number from ‘Turkey who have come over the 
Dorder, and are doing much damage in the Barandux district, and might easily extend 
their field of operations, as the Persians seem paralyzed, 

‘The Governor says lie has « telegram from the Prime M 

of 40,00 troops is comit 

































































































ter to say that an arnis 
ing ere under Firman Firma, a relation of the Shah; but this 
will be w doubtful blessing, ‘The only real hope of saving ‘Tergawar and. Mergawar, 
wwless the Turks show a spirit quite opposite to what seems likely, is that Russia will 
interfere; but that may, in the present temper of the Turks, lead to. the gravest 
Consequencs 














(Brom the Rev, 0. 11. Parry, 
English Missior 





August 27, 1907. 
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[28862]. No. 264, 
Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 28.) 





No, 171, 
ras) P. St. Petersburgh, August 28, 1907. 
M. ISVODSKY read to me yesterday a telegram which he had received from 
the Russian Minister at Yelran, with regard to a French finaneinl expert for Persia, 
in which it ted that the Persian Gov liad applied officially for one. 
Tn M. Hartwig's opinion there would be no objection to a French expert, on condition 
that he plodgel himself not to interfere in polities ; that he would not take any part 
in the organization of the National Bank; and that he would not negotiate a fore 
Joan without first consulting Itussinn and British Representatives, I told M. Isvolsk 
nd that the appointment of a French expert was not opposed by Sir ©. 
but as rogarded conditions I had not heard anything. 
plsky statnd that the appointment of a Frenchman was favoured by 
jan Government might otherwise obtain a Swiss expert, 
y he under the influence of Germany, 
formed by the Pe 
sold toa Belgian Syndicate; its Russi 
veil. 


































anil hie would probs 

‘the other day Twas 
the Russian Bunk 
However, be ostensibly pre 








fer here that he believed 
character would, 

















(28863) No. 265, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 28.) 








phic) P. St, Petersburgh, August 28, 1907. 
DRALY Conventions, 
Your telogram No. 108 of the 27th ins 
In tatifying Article Minister for Bo 
preset Convention will bo rati 4 
AAs rogurds, your sugested in sixth and eighth lines of 
able, hie poitits out thal "Ph pital 1) would indicate the Sc 
cu whom if coulil not he said that misunderstandings existed. Ie pressed me to 
sian toxt, and, as you mention that the matter is not of great importance, 








nit, 
1 Affairs agroos to insert the words “the 
















ts 















he fe clear, but the 
i Peel beaut Ho 
s Land 2 i 

5 thera coutd be wo doubi (hat the Concessions in, our respective zones 
ined as the word régions” occurs in those Articles, I trust you agre 

Counei) of Ministors will be held this afternoon, and T shiall not know till this 
















(28848) No. 206, 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recel 





Ne 285.) 
‘Polographic. 








guarantee, and that Buglish capital is involved. 
Tis said that money is already subscribed. 
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[28864] No. 267. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received August 28.) 

(No. 236.) 
(Welezraphic.) P. Gulakek, August 28, 1907. 

MEAD of English mission at Urumia forwarded fall account on the 5th instant 
of events on Tureo-Persian frontier to Sir N, O'Conor and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

Report states land leased by Russians at Mergawar and placed under the control 
of a Russian Colonel of Cossacks, which he cousiders likely to cause complications 
Vetween them and Turks, 














(28647) No, 268. 


ete Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No. 167.) 
(Helegraphi 


Neae: 





Foreign Office, Auyust 28, 1907, 





of notes preferable to proposed Annex. 
t by the latter, which would have to be 
published with Agreement, whereas exchange of notes need not be made public until 
matters have been arranged with that Government, 

An additional sentence mis Lin the Agreement to tho effect that both 
Governments undertake to ons to their respective Mi 
Teh muient with a view to obtai 
con 


Persian susceptib 








sue instruc 
rin jointly to approach the Persian Gov 
ont, 
T presume you have 
s. 155 and 162 of the 26th 
still to agree to the exchange, 
As to renewal of Concessions, I think the Memorand 
in your telegram No. 166 of the 25th instant is sniicion 
note of it if you consider its forms satisfactory, 








M, Isvolsky the information contained in my telegrams 
id 27th instant respectively, and that he is prepared 
















h you referred to. 
authorized to 








(28863) No, 26 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir 





A, Nicolson. 
(No. 168.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Offion, ugust 28, 1907. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN Convention + Your telegram No. 179 of the 38th, August. 
agree. 














|28862) 





No. 





70, 





Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 


(No. 170.) 
(Pelegraphie.) P. 
FINANCIAL expert for Persia 


Foreign Office, August 28, 1907, 





Your telegram No. 171 of to-day. 
Tconsider an expert of French nationality preferable to one of any other, 








(28573) No. 271, 
Str Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
(No. 102) 

(Telegraphic) P. 

BRITISH loan to Persian Government, 
jy ott despatch No. 169 of the 24th July and your telegram No, 196 of the 24th 
July. 


Foreign Office, August 28, 190%, 
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‘You are authorized to inform the Persian Government that His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment are prepared to consent to the suspension for three years of the sinking fund, 
payment béing made of interest alone, provided Porsia undertakes not to contract ang 
foreign loan without option being given to England and Russia first, and that their 
engagement is renewed nof to grant the monopo ver in the State mint 
to the Russian Bank or to any other parties. ; 

‘Unless somo serious effort. is made in the meantime to put finances in order, Tis 
Majesty's Government resorve the right to demand, at any time within the next three 
years, payment of arrears of sinking fund. 






























[28989] No. 272. 
India Office to Voreign Office. (Received August 29.) 


Sir, India Office, August 28, 1907. 
LAM direoted to acknowleds pt of your letter, dated the 24th instant, 
closing a copy of a letter from the Buphrates and Nigris Steam Navigation Company 
(Limited), supplying particulars asked for by the Government of India regarding the 
steamers how plying on the Karun 
tthe 


















which the 





nents in the reply 
to the re ions of the 
scheme o| n that may 
one, in Mr, Mexley’s opinion, 
















Tam, &e. 
) COLIN G, CAMPBELL. 








[29001 No. 278. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 

(No. 178,), 

(Volegraphie.) P- Foreign Office, clugust 29, 1907. 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN Convention: Your telegram No. 175 of the 20th Auguste 
Teoncur in the proposed Arrangement as to the exchange of telegraphs, You 

Inve my sutliority to sign, 

Wo ary most anxious that, until we have had time to communicate with the 

Amicon wid revive his consent, no news of the Ageeement should reach him, 
U consider it af the portincs that the first news should re 

litate his consent, ‘This is most impor 
ald he yeey troublesome, Moreover, it would 
jovernment if we could arange 

(ointly to them the terms oF the Arrangement respecting Persia before it is published, 

A joilit communication might be prepared and telegraphed to our respective M 

‘Voli, with instructions to :nvange for its communication to the Persian Go 
TW would ho proforablo, mer these ei that nothing should tx 

the press, or that they should he told at the tions have been 


Glided for the settlement of outstanding questions alfeeting the two countries 
Contrad Asia 








tt 































































(29132) 


No. 2 


Sir Edward Grey to Nicolson, 
(No, 825, 
Sir, Foreign Office, August 29, 1907. 
T HAVE tovlay authorized your Excellency by telegraph to sign a Convention 
with the Russian Government Containing Arrangements on the subject of Persia, 
Afghanistan, and Thibet, 
Arrange 


























eting Persi limited to the regions of that country 
of Great Britain it and the Persian 
nil is only partly in Porsian territory. It has not 





ve frontic 


















[29001] No, 272*, 
Sir 4, Nicolson fo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 29.) 


(0, 175.) 
ftsicerahi aN St. Petersburgh, August 29, 1907. 
CONVENTION between Great Britain and Russia: Afghanistan, 
Final decision of Council of Ministers is to delete last sontenco in Article IT 
and to suppress addition to Article V. Afghan Convention will therefore consist of 
five following Articles :— 


Article. Great Britain's engagement not to change political status of 
Afghanistan, and Russia’s engagements as to country being outside her sphero, &e 
Art. II, Ts the same as the old Article IT, with’excoption of final sentence, 
Art, TIL, Frontier relations between Russia and Afghanistan, 
Art. IV, Relations as to trate. 
Art. V. As to obtaining consent of Ameer; and nothing moro, 
Minister for Fore quite agrees that Government of India should be 
givon time to commu h Ameer, 
He has made some suggestions as regards communication to pross, which 1 will 
more for the moment than acknowledge fact of 


















ature when accomplished, 
His Excellency is quite ready to ratify at an carly date, He will give me his 
views on the subject Inter, 

He was very grateful for note whi 
Majesty’s Government as to Article. co 
for his information, and not for publication, 

Persia: Exchange of telozraph lines, 

Minister for Foreign Afairs agrees with your views, and we liave arranged that 
exchange shall he effected by means of a sopnyate, document, to be termed ‘Anrange- 
ment,” which will not he appended to the Convention or published with it, ‘This will 
be Jess clumsy than recoding it in a note, We propose to insert an additional 
sentence as to the British and Russian Ministers approaching the Persian Government 
on the subject. We shall both sign the Arrangement simultaneously, of couse, with 
the Convention, and consent of Persian Government. will be obtained before publica 
tion, T have given M. Isvolsky all the information as to the eliran-Meslicd line; I 
invited no remarks, and he inade none, 

I have given him a Memorandum, in which I took note of his Memorandum as to 
prolongation of British Telegraph Concessions, 

‘The negotiations are now concluded, he final texts will be submitted to the 
approval of the Emperor to-day. We shall sign on the 31st August, 





ded to him stati 
ade. It is unde 


view of THis 
toon that it was 
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(29045) No. 274%, 


India Office to Foreiyn Office —(Received August 80.) 


THE Under-Secrotary of Stato for Indin presents his compliments to the Undere 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of ¢ telegram 
tom tho Viceroy, dated the 28th instant, relative to the Abu Musa Concession, 


India Office, August 29, 1907. 
es 
Tnelosure in No. 274", 


Government of India to Mr, Morley. 


Telegraphic.) P, August 28, 1907. 

OUR despatch of the 27th June Jast, as to Concession on Abu Must Island, 

AWe received telegram from Resident in Gulf on the 28rd Juno, stating that report 
had beon received from Sheikh of Shargah to effect that Hassan Samaiyeh, thie concession, 
naire, had refused to stop mining operations, and had reinforced his miners, and that, 
in onder to oust him from the island, force would be necessary, ‘The Sheikh wag 
afraid that result might be inconvenient conflict, and begged that Government would, 
either adviso him how to proceed or arrange matters themselves, as Hassan Samaiych 
is @ British subject. We asked Resident to ascertain, so far as he was able, the 
number of miners entertained by the concessionaire, whether they were armed, and 
their nationality, and to let us have his opinion as to the best means of effecting the 
removal of the concessionaire and his employés from Abu Musa in tho event of 
its being necessary for the Sheikh to remove them with our permission, On the 
22nd August Resident replied to the following effect :— 











“From Residency Agent’s report it apy 
are always at mines, and that when a ship visits island she takes over about eighty 
men from the Persian coast, and returns them when done with, 

“The Sheikh states that he can dispatch a boat-load of armed retainers whom he 
tin trust with orders to persuade the miners to quit the island peacefully, and failing 
this to remove them by force. ‘They would be sent to Lingah direct, if a Lingalh 
dhow were available, otherwise they would be sent via Shargah, ‘The present moment 
Would he favourable for action, as, owing to heat of climate, numerical strength of 
minors is at lowest figure. Ts there, before any action is taken, any obligation to 
address warning to the Persian Government ? I hardly think it would be necessary.” 


We accept Resident's view, and, if action proposed is approved, we shall be glad 
{0 receive orders by telegraph. We would in the first place warn coneessionnaire, a8 
he isa British subject, to remove peacefully, and, in order to insure that no damage 


or unnecessary force used, we would also send a British ship to wateh 
8. 





rs that from ten to fifteen labourers 
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therefore been considered appropriate to introduce into the Convention a positive 
declaration respecting special interests possessed by Great Britain in the Gulf, the 
result of British action in those waters for more than a hundred years. 

His Majesty’s Government have reason to believe that this question will not give 
tise to difficulties between the two Governments should developments arise which 
make further discussion affecting British interests in the Gulf necessary. For the 
Russian Government have in the course of the negotiations leading up to the conclusion 
of this Arrangement explicitly stated that they do not deny the special interests of 
Great Britain in the Persian Gulf—a statement of which His Majesty’s Government 
haye formally taken note, 

Jn order to make it quite clear that the present Arrangement is not intended to 
affect the position in the Gulf, and does not imply any change of policy respecting it 
on the part of Great Britain, His Majesty's Government think it desirable to draw 
attention to previous declarations of British policy, and to reaflirm generally previous 
statements as to British interests in the Persian Gulf and the importance of maintaining 
them. 

His Majesty's Government will continue to direct all their efforts to the preserva- 
tion of the status quo in the Gulf and the maintenance of British trade; in doing so, 
they have no desire to exclude the legitimate trade of any other Power. ‘ 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E. GRBY. 





















































[29137] No. 278 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Auyust 30.) 
(No, 177.) 
(Lelegranhie.) P. St. Petersburgh, August 30, 1907. 
TSAW Minister for Foreign Affairs to-day, and fully explained to him matters 
referred to in your telegram No. 173 of yesterda; 
M, I ky leav Petersburgh the after to-morro' 
obtain his concurrence before his departure, and I thought the most 
as regards the Communication to the Persian Government, would bi 
statement for his consideration, and, if he concurs, for submissi 
sinction and for any amendments you may wish to ma 
to him this morning. 
Hoe fully appreciat 













Tt is desirable to 
xpeditious way, 
for me to draft a 
ion to you for your 


T communicated the draft 




















your view as re 





ds the Ameer, but he fears latter may 
delay some time before giving his consent, and in the meanwhile it will be difficult to 
Keop Russian press quiet, His idea is that after ten days orsoan apparent indiscretion 
might be made which would not bear the official stamp, but would more or less 
the purport of the Convention. He would let me know the form the indise 
would take. He thinks that unless somethin; ss will spread all 
kinds of wild nises, and he is most anxious to obyiate any public discussion not based. 
on authentic information, 

Ie proposes to issue the following communiqué the du xr to-morrow: “The 
negotiations which wand Great 


ve interests, 





































; ting their resp) 
i, have heen concluded by a Convention signed at St. Petersburgh by the 
1 Minister for Korei d the British Ambassador on the 18th (31st) 

Ratification ed shortly, and the Convention will be published. 


in 














ignature, more especially as he himself 
y. Tam quite certain he is r 
Following is confidential -— 






Press has lately so attacked Minister for Foreign Affairs that he is anxious to 
give no cause for further ks, But I T do not like the proposed 
indiscretion. It seems to me it would be far better to divulge nothing as to the nature 
of the Agreements until the whole is officially published. 
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(28716) No. 276, 
Sir Edward Grey to Turkish Ambassador. 


‘THE Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs presents his compliments to the 
‘Turkish Ambassador, and, with reference to his Excellency’s communication of the 
26th instant, has the honour to state that the information in the possession of His 
Majesty’s Government leaves no doubt that the ‘Turkish forces have violated the 
status quo on tho areo-Persian frontier, and are in occupation of Persian territory. 

Jhis Majesty’s Government view this proceeding with the utmost concern, and 
Sir E, Groy must ask his Excellency to telegeaph to the Porto, urging, on behalf of 
Uis Majesty's Government, the immediate withdrawal of the ‘Turkish troops. 


Foreign Office, August 80, 1907, 





















(29238) No. 277. 


Sir d. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received August 81.) 
(No, 178.) 
(Pelographic,)P. St, Petersburgh, August 31, 1907, 


CONVENTION with the supplementary documents was sigued to-day by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and myself, 











(29137) No. 278, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(i 170.) 


‘Hole 









6) P, Foreign Office, August 31, 1907. 
GLO-RUSSLIAN Conventions. 
Your telegram No. 17 of the 80th instant, 
am hias heen sont to the Government of Tndia to ask how much time is 
communication of Agreement to the Ameer, 
not be necessary to await his consent, but it 
should not take plice before he receives the text. 
We should profi that, until the Ameer has re 
At all should be made beyond a verbal reply 
tion has been signed, but you should. in any 
Dy means of san indis 
ho mato until the Amed 
Should M, Isvolsky insist on the announcement forSunday, we have no objection 
to its terms, 











essential that publication 











ived the text, no announcement 
es to the offect that the Con 
ree M, Isvolsky not to allow, 
jon of the outlines of the A; 























{28713} No, 279. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
No. 149) 
ir, Foreign Office, August 81, 1907. 
ON receipt of your despatch No, 151 of the 16th ultimo T caused a letter, copy 





nN 





nelosed,® to be addressed to the Oil Concession Syndicate containing the 
e inquiry suggested in the last paragraph of your despatch. 
J transmit a copy of the reply which lias been received from the Syndicato,t from 
which it appears that they have fulfilled all the necessary formalities. 
T concur in your viow that the fact that the separate Agreement entered into by 
the concessionnairo with the Bakhtiari Khans has not received the formal recognition 

















+ No. 204, 





+ No. 256. 
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of the Persian Government does not in any way invalidate the Concession, and in 
view of the information contained in the letter from tle Syndicate, [ do not eousider 
it necessary to take a legal opinion. 

Tam, &, 
(Signed) -B, GREY, 








(28569) No. 280, 


Foreign Office to India Office, 


Sir, Foreign Office, August 81, 1907, 

5 fer of the 24th instant, inclosing 
copy of a further Memorandum by Mr. Kirk relative to the proposed transfer of the 
‘Teliran—Khanikin telegeap!s lin Russiar 




















wy is of opinion that-as the 
Russian Government haye already accepted in principle the proposal made by {lis 
Majesty's Government it would be difficult to introduce a new condition at the 
present moment. 





















Tam, &o, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE, 
(29242) No. 281, 
Sir ©, Spring-Rice (o Sir Edward Groy,—(Received September 1.) 
(No. 287.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahehy 8 








TWO men fired at the Atabeg as he was k 
by three bul d died while heing driven to his hous 

the assailants committed suicide after killing a soldier who tried to setae hi 

|. The motive of the crime and their identity have not yet been 





ving the Assembly yesie 























[29243) No, 282, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Gi 





y.— (Received September 1,) 
(No, 288.) 
(Teles 





aes Gulahe 
SINATION of the Atabeg, 
Russian Minister and I haye agreed that, if our advice is asked by the 
shall say that direction of affairs should he left in the hinds of the two eb 
and th iy, and that no abrupt change should be made, 

‘The town is quiet so far. ‘There are 450 Cossacks available to preserve order, 

The Atabeg’s murder looks like a revolutionary erimo, but his family. suspect: 
certain important persons, 

On the day before his death he told me that tho reactionaries had made a 
determined attempt to oust him, But the attempt had been defeated, and he was 
confident of success, haying a large proportion of the Assembly with him, 


September 1, 1007. 











Hal we 
priests 























{29266} No. 283. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 2.) 


(No. 524.) 
Sir, Therapia, August 28, 1907, 
I HAVE the honour to report that I mot the Persian Ambassador at the Porte 


the day before yesterday while 1 was waiting to be received by the Grand Vizier, 
Prince Mirza Riza Khan told me that his Government considered that. the Porte's 

Proposal to send a special Commission to inquire into the incidents on the fronticr has 

ouly been an expedient to defer a solution of the question, that they had consequently 
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ground that mediation could only be prope 
Powers ‘had failed to come to an understanding. 





Inclosure 1 in No, 284, 





‘Teiwfik Pasha to Prince Mirza Riza Khan. 
Le 26 Aoiit, 1907. 

COMME yotre Altesso a déji connaissance, que par ordre de Sa’ Majesté 
Tnpériale, Emin Bey, membre de ln Cour de Cassation, ainsi que ‘Tahir Pach, 
Gouvernou-Général de Bitli adder Pacha, Général d’Etat-Major; Daniel Pach 

Commandant de Kerkonk ; Chakir Bey, Colonel d'iitat-Major, ayant été nommés pour 
fai te mixte surles différonds survenus sur la fronti’re Persane, sont. cn 



















Quoiqu’ll soit clair que, 





le notre edté, n’a eu aucun empidtement sur 





la frontie 






Porsne, tout d Iiadé Imperial, des ondres ont G6 donnés i qui de droit 
pour que désormais aussi aneunc violation de territoire ne soit pas commise en 
Perse, 


(Signe) th 
— 


2 in No. 24, 





EWEIK PACHA, 


Inclosur 





Alu-al-Saltanch to Persian Kimbassy, Constantinople. 


Ministére Impérial des Affaires Etrangéres, 
duction.) Téicrom, le 28 Aoilt, 1907. 

VOS deux dépeelies concernant les communieat is Imperial, et los 
Agclarations de In Sublime Porte, ont 6t6 soumises A Sa Majesté Tmpériale Io Schah, 
qui, en réponse, m'a ordonné de vous informer qu’aneune provocation n'a été faite de 
la part de nos troupes ot fonctionnaires enyers les troupes Ottomanes, mi ors 
qu Gtant attaquées, leurs canons et munitions pris par les Pures, comme elles n'avaiont 
pas Vordre de se détendre ot opposer, nos: troupe an -scull coup de 
fusil snr les troupes Ottomanes ; par couséquent, tout s retombent 
indubitablement sur cos dorniers,  Daprds votre tale 6 Impaériale lo 
Sultan a ovdonné que le Commissaie de Je Commi 
Porsan sur les liens: pour faite une enquéte mixte; notre Gouvernement. Impérial 
consent aussi 2 onvoyer son Commissaire, mais i condition qu’avant les enquétes, les 
troupes, et les tribtis Ottomanes qui se tonvent A Veanel idjian, Serdechte, 
Movi Mchivand, Bonde, ot dans les autres 
Onmmié appartenant incontestablement Ala Perse soie 
‘ho reste une seule personne dans losility dndvoits, ear, si 
Ottomanes, les Commnissaizes comme 
y aura mi résultat définitif, 
Comme yous le save: is Vs ede Pezvel: et Labia ijian, la Sul 

promis formellement A plusienrs eeprisc 
encera Ia troupe peu i pout sera retire, pourtant jusquit présent, non seulement 
pas retire ses troupes méme pour aplinis les diffteultés existantes, 
Youlu prendve en considération les justes observations de In Commission 


(a 












































ement ct qu'il 
it des troupes 
wont Tour enquéte, ni les troupes seront retirees, 












lime Porte 
uissitOt que Tengudéte mixte 



















Apres des informations, 
troupes Veznch, pour a 
comment peuton atmettre A, provider 4 une enguéte mixte, tant que la troupe 
Otfomane se trouve sur los susinentionnés, ear par ees moyens, en faisant 

 Vonguéte mixte et Iaissint ses troupes sur le territoire qui appartiont 
ailénient_ au Gouvernement Je Gouvernement Ottoman veut le faire 
plus (al comme tervitoire couteste 
IL Fait que des démarches sotent 
HL nouvelles troupes 
susmonitionné sofent 

Veuillez sans retard nous informer du v6 





aug 
cette (preuve con 


















{i la Sublime Porte pour que les anciennes 
trouvant A Veznch ct sur les autres points du territoire Persan 











de vos sus 
(Signe) AL! 
eS 





arches, 
-OL-SALTAN EH. 








ly invoked after the two Mussulman 
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Tnclosure 3 in No. 284, 
Azam (o Persian Embassy, Constantinople 
Lee 24. Anitt, 1907. 


adressée au Ministdre des Affaires 
ait vos démarelic 












soups, of 
iition, continuent leurs méfaits 
Vous inmaginer In triste 
ines et Députes, 






















































bon voisinnge. 
Gté mis en morceaux, tout vivants, avec des poignavds 
ane part dans les troubles ont été anrélées 
es do profunations ont été ede Mevanch ; ils n'ont épargns, 
uy, ni jeunes, ni enfants, ni grands, nifemmes, ni hommes, La nuitduS coucant 
nt briié Ye coxps d'un de ecux quils avaient assassing ; mémo iin employ di 
lat a_vu le corps brite, La téte du neveu du Mudjtehit Mizu Hussein ainsi 
elle dle son domestiq alle do ees deux jours ont été coupées.” 
Sachez que la population de Nhéran, colle d’Azerbadjan, ainsi que celle de toute 
la Perse se trouve en grande effervescence, dont In. conséqucne grave, Si 
vous savies I"énervement: qui existe chez tout le monde ict [sic] si que 
Hous autres, nous sommes menacés, 
Prenez on considération cette grave situation, ct faites des démarches Gnorgiquos 
Are fin heet tat de choses regrettable et télégraphiez-nows sans rotard le 





s prisonniers ont 
e de porsonnes qui wont 
ont out Ta téte coupée; toutes 








































pour 
iltat, 











igné) ADABEG-L-AZAM, 





(29275: 





Sir N. O'Conor (o Sir dward Grey.—(Received September 2,) 
%) 





Coustantinople, August 28, 1907. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 510 of the 19th instant, T have the honour to 
forward herewith copies of telegrams from the Persian Government to. the Persian 
Amba-sador here, and of a note presented hy him to the Sublime Porte, relative to the 


‘ireo-Persian frontier question, ‘These documents were communicated to me by the 
Persian Ambassador, 














T havo, &e 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 








Inclosure 1 in No, 285, 





The Ministry for Foreign Affairs ut Tehran to the Persian Embassy at Constantinople, 





July 21, 1907. 
sion of the Urumial district by Ottoman troops haying been notified to 


by telegraph yesterday, the following further information. is tow 
communicated :— 





























































‘The Tribal Chief of the Desht (Beyzadeghian) having been guilty of a great 
number of murders and robberies, and having been, moreover, accused of the murder of 
the Ametican missionary, Mr, Laird, the Hakim of Urumiah, Iram Kulli Mirza, was, 
upon the demand of the American Lega iarged with the 
pure and He priceeded to 
the neighbourhood of the village of Tuli, which is situated at a distance of 6 farsakhs 
from the Turkish frontier, and within Persian territory, and formed there a small foree 
under the command of Majd- tana, Orders had been given to Imam Kulli Mirza 
¢ persons suspected of the murder of the said missionary, Mr. Laird, aud to 
ive sccwity to those not implicated. ‘The suspects, however, iled ito Ottoman 
ny. At this juncture a letter, which is preserved, was addressed to the 'T 
is by Rustem Agha, a resident in the place called Dera Deri, in Turkish territory, 
and by one Emrullah, a ‘urkish Staff officer, and was presented by them to Majdees: 
Sultana, to whom they went. ‘Phe purport of this letter was as follows: — : 



























“The Ottoman Gove 
anteamnons. You will, of 





ment is strenuously helping you, and supplying with troops 
course, not surrender to the Persians.” 





On the morning of ‘Thursday, the 21st instant, four battalions of troops, eo 
of some 5,000 men, took the field, together with the triles residing in ur 





ting 
territory, 
opened! fite 















ntermission of three 
Hours, the troops hud no choice but to bandon all their supplies, amountins to 
e city. ‘The assailants killed sumbers of the Kara 


100,000 tomans, and retired to 
Vipul cavalry and the Chandilli infantry, and 
A.D.C., of the 7th Regiment, with hig son and some other Persian soldiers, The 
destroyed vith cannon the Christian village of Sivana in the eghivar district, Killed 
ciglteen males and sixty women, as well as some Christians, and. pillaged the property. 
of those persons. In tose two or three hours the tribes raiding in Ottoman territory, 
together with the revolted Persian. tribes, fell upon the Barand 
the Urumiah district and engaged in murder anit pillaze, 
children are abindoning: their homes, their gous, tieir ¥ 
are Mlecing to the city for tear of their lives, You are requested to inform the Palace 
and the Sublime Pott at once ; to demand that the transgressors be punished, that the 
Persian troops and people he indemnified for the losses sustained by them, that sati 
faction be given to the Persian Government on avcouit of these occurr 
the military and otlier transgressors be summoned and proceeded against with efficacious 
zea), ani to report the result without delay for submission to His Majesty, You are 

formed that a communieation in the same sense has been addressed to the Otto 
Hinhassy in Yehran, and a demand has been made for compensation for losses sust 
the punishment of transgressors and the giving of satisfaction, 








ied off as prisoners Khalil Khai 


















































ined, 





Tnelosure 2 in No. 285. 
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Tehran to the Persian Enbassy at Constantinople. 


(Uraustation.) 
(Velegraphie,) July 23, 1907. 
A SECOND despatch arriving from Urumiah on the 21st of the current month 
states that on the night of the 20th Turkish soldiers aud tribesmen attacked fhe villages 
ot Kokia and Nibono, the property of Kharga-ul-Mulk, and the village of Touzari, whieh 
Velongs to Mirpidj Hadji Aslan Khan, and carried off a number of women yrisoners. It 
also states that two days previously the cattle and sheep were driven off from the village 
of Saatlar, and that for the past four hours the inhabitants of that place have been 
sullering loss of life at the hands of their assailants, ‘The property found in the village 








































of Terzilo, belonging to Hadji Mussandak-es-Saltana, has also been plundered by the 
Turks, who yesterday bombarded the village of Sivané (Mivané), the seat of Selar 
Efham Nasrani, killed ninety men and women and carried off ten girls. As has been 
previously communicated to your Excellency, a note dated the 2th April, 1907 (Rebi« 
ulevel 17), No. 49, was delivered to the Ottoman Embassy at Tehran containing the 
above information, and calling on the Otloman Government {o refuse asylum to, the 
Desht-i-Beyzadeghian and other insurgent Persian tribes who have ventured to kill and 
plunder in Persian territory, The Ottoman Embassy promised to forward the substance 
of the note to the proper quarter. Meanwhile these regrettable incidents continue, 
and you should make most urgent representations to the the Sublime Porte with a view 
to the immediate recall and punishment of the Ottoman troops’ ani! tribesmen, and the 
immediate cessation of this intolerable state of affairs. You should inform us as to the 
result of your activity. 




















Inclosure 8 in No. 285. 
‘The Ministry of Foreign Affairs at Tehran to the Persian Embassy at Constantinople, 


(Translation.) 
(Lelegraphic,) ‘July 24, 1907, 

ACCORDING to a telegram arriving from the Government of Saoutehbulak, the 
Ottoman Viee-Consul there has published a letter sent to him by the Ferik in command 
of the Ottoman troops, to be communicated to the Government and officials of thy 
district, declaring that the Persian trops which have been collected at Suoutehbulak 
must be dispersed, and, if this proposal is not accepted, the Ottoman troops will be put 
in motion, and that in such a contingency the responsibility for trouble will rest with the 
Persian Government and officials, 

‘The Ottoman Embassy at ‘Tehran states that it has been officially informed that if 
this smal! force at present stationed at Snoutehbulak is removed, tlie tribes of the 

will pass to the hither side of the frontier, and will cause the ruin of the district 5 
but if assurances are given to the Persian Embassy at Constantinople that. on the 
removal of the troops the Ottoman troops will not commit any acts of aggression, and 
if we on our part declare that we will remove the horsemen of Karapapk from that 
region, the frontier question will be disposed of. 

‘The Ottoman Embassy adds that, as the Ferik in command of the ‘Turkish troops 
oes not depend for instructions on itself we should instruct our Embassy al Constantinople, 
either by letter or telegraphs, to make representations to the Sublime Porte in the desired. 
sense 

Although we have written to the Ottoman Embassy at Tehran, your Excellency 
should urge most strongly on the Sublime Porte the necessity of the Ferik withdrawing 
his proposal with rezard to Saoutelibulak, because, apart from the fact that the removal 
of Persian troops from that place will cause aggression on the part of the Ottoman 
tribes, it is clear that such policy will result in the ruin of all order and discipline in the 
country, In view of these circumstances, if the Sublime Porte undertakes solemnly 
that nd attacks will be made by the Turkish troops or tribesmen, you, alter receiving. 
such assurances, may discuss the question of our removing our troops, The result of 
‘Jour representations should be communicated at once, 





















































Tnclosure 4 in No. 285. 


Tokrir sent to the Turkish Ministry of Foreign AiTairs by the Persian Ambassador at 
‘Constantinople. 
(Translation,) July 26, 1907. 
IN the course of an interview with the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs last 
Monday, the Persian Ambassador at Constantinople handed to him the translation of 





two telezrams which had been received from the Persian Ministry of Rorcign Affairs 
dealing with the fact that four battalions of the Hawidié regiment had crossed the 
Persian frontier with a sufficient quantity of artillery, had suddenly atiacked and 
fired on a Persian army which was in the district of ‘Tuli, having gone thitlier with the 
intention of punishing some Persian tribes and the Chiefs of Desht, who had 
Yentured to commit grievous crimes, such as massacre and pillage, in villages situated 

[1321] 31 
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near the town of Roumi (Uramiah). ‘The Turkish battalions had thus committed 
facts of a hostile nature, and acts which were contrary to ‘Treaty. ‘The Persian 
Ambassador requested also that the necessary steps should be taken in this affair, 
For the infirmation of the Turkish Minister, the Persian Embassy inclosed translations 
of telegrams from His Majesty the Shab, and of three telegrams from the Persian 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs, dealing with the incursions of Turkish soldiers and 
tribes, the seiaure of the ainmunition of the Persian troops, the massacre of many 
men, women, and even children, the capture of a large number of people, and the 
plundering of Persian villages by ‘Turkish tribes, ‘The Persian Embassy requested 
that the steps rendered nceessary by the facts mentioned in those telegrams be 
taken, that persons should be Sent to seize and severely punish the aggressors, 
and that inlemnity should be given for damage done. It requested, furthermore, 
prompt reparation for this grievous and deplorable state of alfairs, and asked 
that serious measures be at once taken to prevent the repetition of any further 
aggress 


















ne 
We seize, &e. 
(Signed) ‘The Ambassador. 





Inclosure 5 in No, 285, 





‘Translation of w Telegram in French received from the Persian Ministry of Foreign Afairs, 
aligist 7, 1907, inclosing the personal instructions of His Majesty the Stal 





‘Translation of the Imperial Autograph despatch, 
Aria Dawla, 

A REPORT from the Commanders of the Persian army at Azerbaijan informs us 
of various events on the frontier, including the incursion into Persian territory of 
Ottoman troops ‘Taking into consideration the friendship which has always existed 
between the two Mussulnian Poxers, the news of this occurrence has caused us profound 
astonishment and grief, An attack of this kind by a neighbouring and friendly State 
would not be deomed justifiable even if male against Bedouins, much less when made 
Against Persians without any previous signs of hostility having been shown, A sudden 
ind tinexpected incursion his been made on Persians engaged in peaceful oceupations. 
Tinocent men, women, and even children have been massacred and their property 
plundered, You, too, on your part have shown negligence. For, liad you given us 

formation before, the Persian Government would haye taken the necessary steps to 
event this aguression and to protect her rig! We ask you now, relying on the 
Confidence Wo lve always shown it, your abilities,and that you may have ani opportunity 
of fepniring your negliger ee, fo take the necessary steps to prevent a repetition of this 
Aiggression, and to show some result of your endeavours. 
(Signed) ALA 








































eign Affairs, 








(29452) No. 286, 





; Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. —(Receiwed Septeuber 2.) 
No. 249. 
(Dele 












hie), 


Gulahek, September 2, 1907. 
ABLK and Cabinet resi 


ned on the Bist ultimo. Op Shah formally 
himsell, how Majlis, they agreed to withdraw their 
Pledge was read out in Assembly, and a Gonciliatory statement by the 
inet with a good reception. Hh aving House by a man who 
Subsoquontly committed suicilo. embly, are in possession of papers found on 
assassin; these show that he had received orders from a secret Society to kill the 
Attabek, and that he was a native of Tabree 
It is not yet established what were motives of crime, Here everything quiet. 
Crime does not seem to be condemned by popular sentiment here. Tn ‘Tubrecz there 
were illuminations. 
Body of Attabek sent without formality to Kum last night, 
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(29450) No. 287. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 2.) 
(No. 180.) 
(felegraphic.) _P. St, Petersburgh, September 2, 1907, 
COMMUNICATION to Persian Government, 
Russian Government suggest followiug text should be communicated by British 
aud Russian Representatives to Persian Government subject to your approval and 
any amendments you may desire :— 








Russian and British Governments 

affected to the same purpose as in. the past. 
engage, in the case of irregularities in the amortization or in the payment of 
of above-mentioned loans, to enter on a friendly exchange of views in order to 
determine by common agreement the measures of control which it would be necessary 
to take, and to avoid all interference which would not be in conformity, with the 















between Russi 
to the security, the prosperity, and the ulterior development of Per 








Instructions are added as follo 








“Please concert with your British colleague, who will be furnished by his 
Government with similar instructions as to making an identic official communication 
to the Persian Government in the terms of present telegram.” 





‘Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs asked when the communication should be 
made, Isaid that I presumed immediately the two Governments had agreed upon 
terms. 







suggestion were that’ the Russian Minister was, in all probability, i 
alleged proceeding of the Russian Bank, which takes its orders directly through 
M. Grube from the Minister of Finance, and even if he were conversant with the 
matter, my instructions do not permit of my entering into any sort of negotin 
the Russian Legation, It was, however, evidently necessary to preclude. the po: 
of a renewal of the circumstances under which the Meshed-Seistan line was forcibly 
seized by Russia after negotiations with England had hogunt on the plen that it had been, 
constructed at her own expense, and it was equally evident that, as long as the Soistan 
telegraph office was in Russian occupation, the continuation of the line would be in 
Russian hands, at least so far as concerned one end of it, 

Having referred the matter to you, Sir, I thought it would be only fair to 
ML de Hartwig to infor him (on the 2th July) ofthe rumours which bad reached me. 
As I anticipated, he denied all knowledge of an advance by the Russian Bank to the 
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[29450] No. 287. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 2.) 


(No, 180.) 
(@elegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, September 2, 1907. 
COMMUNICATION to Persian Goyernment. 
ian Government suggest following text should be communicated by British 
ian Representatives to Persian Government subject to your approval and 
any amendments you may desire — 


[Remainder of this telegram sent in Cypher R.] 





(29451) No, 288. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 2.) 
(No, 181.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, September 2, 1907. 

BEVORE leaving St. Petersburgh M. Isvol ed that besides making 1 
communication to the Persian Government. a joint notification should be made with 
regard to the Thibet Arrangement at Peking. His Excellency also proposed that 
Russia and Great Britain should be at liberty to select any of the other Powers to 
whom they would like to communicate the substance of the Convention confidentially 
before it was published, 

T was asked by M. Goubastoff if any communication of the Convention should be 
made at Constantinople. In the present case it might he well to do so, although it 
was contrary to the custom of the Russian Government, I should be glad to have 
your views on the subject. 








[29481] No. 289. 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3.) 


(No. 173.) 
Sir, Guluhek, August 11, 1907. 

IN my despatch No. 154 of the 15th July [had the honour (o inform you that the 
Persian Telegraph Department had made proposals to the Indo-Buropean ‘Nelograph 
Department with a view to the continuation of the Seistan telegraph line and the 
construction of a second wire from ‘Tehran to Shahrud. 

Ag you will remember, I was instructed to make certain proposals with a view to 

construction of the Seistan continuation by English officials and with the material 
stored at Robat, T suggested that such a proposal might be construed by Russia as an 
infraction of the status quo, You, sir, concurred in this view, and I duly informed 
M, de Hartwig that we would not for the present accept the Persian off In view, 
however, of the information which had reached me from confidential sources as to the 
origin and object of the Persian proposals, I ventured to express the hope that a friendly 
communication might be made to the Russian Government informing them of our 
refusal to comply with the Persian proposal, and proposing that oth parties might 
observe the status quo pending w definitive arrangement. My reasons for making such a 
suggestion were that the Russian Minister was, in all probability, ignorant of the 
alleged proceeding of the Russian Bank, which tal its orders directly through 
M. Grube from the Minister of Finance, and even if he were conversant with the 
matter, my instructions do not permit of my entering into any sort of negotiation with 
the Russian Legation, Tt was, however, evidently necessary to preclude the possibility 
of a renewal of the circumstances under which the Meshed- an line was foreibly 
seized by Russia after negotiations with England had begun on the plea that it had been 
constructed at her own expense, and it was equal evident that, as long as the Seistan 
telegraph office was in Russian occupation, the continuation of the line would be in 
Russian hands, at least so far as concerned one end of it. 

Having referred the matter to you, Sir, I thought it would be only fair to 
M, de Hartwig to inform him (on the 26th July) of the rumours which had reached me. 
Asi anticipated, he denied all knowledge of an advance by the Russian Bank to the 




























































the Russian Bank for the purpose of constructing a telegraph 
said he had made inquiries from the Russian Bank and that no a 
been made for that purpose. Of this he was quite positive, and he was at a loss 
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Minister of Telegraphs for the purpose of constructing the Seistan continuation, and I 
informed you accordingly. 

On the th August M. de Hartwig called on me and informed me that he had heard 

from St, Petersburgh that I had complained of his conduct in sanctioning an advance by 

ein Seistan, He 

rance whatever had 





n made against him, 
The information which had reached me, although it was not such as could be 
convineing, was of a nature to give rise to 
requested Abbas Kuli Khan to warn the 
ir should the telegraph line in Seistan be 
hands, on the ground that it had 
been constructed with Russian money. request a similar communication 
was made {0 the Ala-es-Sultaneh, and 1 have the honour to transmit herewith 
Memorania by Abbas Kuli Khan as to the answers returned by these statesmen, You, 
Sir, will observe that they have both given positive assurances that nothing of 
will he allowed to occur, 
T propose, unless otherwise instructed, to object {0 the construction of the Seistan 
uation, a4 long as the Nasratabad office is in Russian bands, and until His 
it is satisfied as to the conditions under which it is constructed, 
far, there m iat that the work is b 
With reward to the second wire to 8 
informed Mis Barker that they will themselves provide the material, and I earn from 
other sources that the Russian Legation has officially assured the Persian Government 
that iewill afford the necessary assistance, and that asa matter of fact 9,000 insulators 
have nlrendy been ordered from Baku and paid for by the Persian Telegraph 
Departments 
M. de Hartwig informed me that in view of the great delay which took place in th 
transmission of his messages to St. Petersburgh, which are sent, for economy's sake, ¥ 
Shalirud, he had requested the Persian, Government to consent to the construction of a 
xceond sire to Shabrud, to be at the disposal of the Russian Legation. 1 have since 
Tearnt that the Indo-Kuropean ‘elezraph Company, whose line passes through Warsaw, 
Mmade an arrangement some months ago with the Russian Goverument, according to 
Wlveh the rates froni'Pebran to St, Petersburgh would be the same vid Odessa as they 
are 10¥ prud and the Caspian, M, de Hartwig, however, does not appear to have 
received any information as to this arrangement, and his messages continue to be sent, 
as heretofore Shahrud, although this entails some delay, A po: ible reason for thi 
Course may be that the Armemian employés of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company 
fare in the habit of selling the text of telegrams dispatched by the Company's line, 
‘and greater security might be obtained by using an exclusively Russian wire, 
Tlavebeen wiable to Gace any official communication of the Russian Legation 
vith reward to the Seistan line, and’ the recent advance of the Russian Bank to the 
Sepahdar was no doubt unagcompanied by any express stipulations as to telegraph con 
struction, I understand, however, that the telegraph business is in the hands of 
M. Passek, who is on close terms of intimacy with the Sepalidar, and who seems to carry 
on @ separate branch of diplomatic business, In any ease, I trust it is now impossible 
for them, ditectly or indirectly, to obtain control over the projected line in Seistan, as 
the matter bas become public, and, as in the somewhat similar case of the advance to 
the Hashmnet-uleMulk, tere would be an outery in the Assembly which would greatly 
cinbarrass the Governnient, sliould it acquiesce in such a surrend 
Tn the meantime, the situation on the two lines is as follows: ‘The Meshed-Seistan 
Tine is in the hands of the Russians, who exercise an active control over every part o! it, 
and have a large number of telegraphists and other officials stationed at different points 
‘lone the fine. Whey ean, and do, stop telegrams or tap the line. Without their leave 
Persians appear to be unable to seni any telegrams to Tehran, aud British officials are 
‘allowed the use of the line for about one or tvo hours daily. As, however, the 
subject to constant interruptions, the English tolegraphist employed has to wait till 
‘alter nightfall betore he ean have free use of the line. 
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‘The Meshed~Tebran line is maintained in good order at. the expense aud under 
the supervision of the English Telegraph Department, ‘Phere are no permanent 
English telegraphists stationed on the line. ‘The net loss is about 1,000 dollars a-year, 
and the number of messages sent by English officials along it is very small, On the 
other hand the Russians have free and exclusive use of the line as often as they require 
it both for messages to Meshed, and, vid Shahrad, to Russia, When the second wire 
is put up it will be for the exclusive use of the Russian Legation, ‘The interruptions of 
which complaint is made are mainly due to the fact that the Persian soldiers in the 
neighbourhood of Tehran are in the habit of cutting down the posts and selling them 
for fire-wood. ‘The Russians are thus at the expense and under the control of British 
officials provided with a telegraphic line in good working order, by which they can 
communicate with Meshed and Russia, while there can be no. question of any political 
control accruing to Great Britain from the yearly. visit of inspection of the single 
British telegraph official employed, T may observe that the Russian Legation (besides 
the Indo-European Telegraph Company, which lias recently offered a heavy reduction 
in the rate) can communicate with Russia vid Kazvin Resht and Astara, But this 
line, though constructed by Russians, on Persian account, is hardly ever to be 
depended upon, ‘The Shalirad route is evidently regarded as the safest and most 
dependable, 

Under these circumstances it is not surprising if the Russians should hesitate to 
accept the proposed exchange, as the present arrangement must be eminently satis- 
factory to them, 








Thaye, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





Tnelosure 1 in No, 289, 
Memorandum, 


I HAD yesterday afternoon an interview with the Atabek- 
house at Kaitatich, and asked him about the project of the extension of the telegrap 
ine from Nasratabad to Kub-i-Malik Siah, His Highness asked the Sepalidar, who 
was standing in the garden, whether he knew anything about the project. ‘Tho 
Scpahdar replied that some time ago he received instructions from the Ministry of the 
Interior to make an estimate of the cost of the construction of the line in question, but 
so far no. steps had been taken by him in. the matter, The Atabek promised me to 
refer to his archives and give me the details of the project, if any, His Highness also 
asked me to give necessary assurances on his behalf to His Majesty's Minister that he 
will not allow the line, if constructed, to fall into the hands of the Russians like the 
Meshied-Seistan line, which would not haye been allowed to be controlled by them if he 
hud been in office at the time, 

At the conclusion of the conversation the A 
financial position of Persia could not allow any pub 
new telegraph lines. 





am in his country 




















ck remarked that the present 
e works such as the construction of 





(Signed) ABBAS KULT. 
July 19, 1907. 


2 in No. 289. 





Inclosu 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to the Atabek-i-Azam. 


Your Highness, Gulahek, July 21, 1907. 

T HAVE received from Abbas Ghuli Khan the solemn assurance your Highness 
gave to him that you would not allow that, if a telegraph line should be constructed 
from Nasratabad to Kuli-i-Malik Siah, it should fall into the hauds of Russia in the 
same way as that from Meshed to Nasratabad. 

T accept your assurance with satisfaction, and 1 haye every confidence in your 
ighness and in the Government of the Shah that nothing of the sort will be allowed, 
and have informed my Government accordingly. 

. Lavail, &e, 

(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 
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Inclosure 3 in No, 259. 


Memorandum. 





I CONVEYED yesterday to the Atabek your message about the telegraph 
extension to Kuh-ieMalik Siah, His Highness renewed the assurances contained in my 
Memorandum of the 19th instant, and added that he had neither said nor written a 
word to the Director of Telegraplis about the project, and that when the Russians took 
possession of the Meshed-Seistan line, the National Assembly did not exist, and it is 
not likely that the Assembly should allow the line to fall into the hands of the Russians 
if constructed. ee 

His Highness also asked the Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh to refer to the archives of the 
Ministry of the Interior and see whether such an order has been given to the Sepahdar 
by his predecessor in office, ¢ 

‘his morning Tsay the Foreign Minister and informed him of what passed between 
the Atabek and myself on the subject. His Highness gaid the line in question will not 
he of much use to the Persian Government, but should it be constructed, he would 
never consent that it should be handed over to the Russians, and asked me to give you 
necessary assurances, 














ABBAS K 








Suly 27, 1907. 


Tuelosure 4 in No. 





Sir C. Spring-Rice to Ala 





Your Highness, Gulahek, July 27, 1907. 

ABBAS KULI KHAN tins conveyed to me the solemn assurances hoth of 
your Highness and of his Highness the Atatick-i-Azam that the extension of the 
telegraph line from Nasratabad to Kul-icMalik Siah will, if built by the Persian 
Government, under no circumstances and at no time be allowed to pass under Russian 
control, 

OF thiese assurances 1 have taken due note, aud 1 am confident that the Persian 
Government will never at any time deviate from the honourable execution, both in letter 
‘and in spirit, of ity solemn pledges, which, I need hardly remind you, I have recorded to 
my Government. 








Lavail, &e. 








(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 
(29482) No. 290, 
Sir C. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September %,) 





(No. 174.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 11, 1907. 

A SHRIDS of articles, highly offensive to Russia and to the Russian Legation i 
‘Tehnan, haye recently been published in the ‘Tehran “ Habl-ul-Matin” newspaper 
is edited by the brother of the owner of the newspaper of the same name which is 
published in Caleutta, Linclose an excellent translation of one of these articles, which 
has been prepared by Mr. Smart 

de Lartvig has spoken to me on the matter, He told me confidentially that he 

hod heen informed by * Mollahs of consideration” that the articles were inspired by 
Mr. Churchill, and that the editor was under British protection owing to the fact that 
his brother resided in Caleutta, 1 said that neither [nor Mr, Churchill had any 
relations whatever with the Persian press, and that 1 had recently retused, in writing, 
the overtures of an editor who had offered stance and support. As to the 
assertion that [ protected the editor of the “ Habl-ul-Matin,” neither I nor Mr. Churchill 
had ever seen him, and as the * Habl-ul-Matin” of Calcutta had for years been engaged 
in publishing anti-English articles, one of which, [ observed, liad been traced to a person 
employed by a Russian Consul, Fdid not see on what grounds | could extend my 
protection to either one brother or the other. 

J added that 1 entirely shared his opinion as to the dangerous character of such 
articles in the present excited state of public opinion, M, de Hartwig said he was 




























































about to express a similar opinion to the Atabek, Tasked him at what hour he would 
make his visit. He said at 5. I informed him that I would call at 6 and hand tho 
Atabek a written Memorandum pointing out in a friendly way that attacks on foreigu 
Lesations, either in the press or in public debates, were contrary to the comity of 
nations, and that I thought it my duty to invite the serious attention of the Persian 
Government to the regrettable results which might ensue should such a practice be 
continued. 

T called on the Atabek accordingly and delivered the Memorandum, observing that 
hie was free to make any use of it he liked. 

Tunderstand that the editor of the “Habl-ul-Matin” has been condemned to pay 
a fine of 10/. ‘The article has been severely condemned as politically inoxpedient by 


moderate members of the reform party, who are anxious to avoid any collision with 
foreign Powers, 











Ihave, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 





Tnelosure in No 290, 


Extracts from the Tehran “ Hableul-Mati 





of July 21, 1907, 


+... BUT our meaning is that the Russian Minister has not the right to demand 
4m apology in this instance, Because a farrash, from ignorance or fear of responsibility, 
unithinkingly enters the Russian Legation, it is not for the Minister to punish him by 
beating or imprisonment. Nor is it his duty to send his gholams as far at Gulahek in 
pursuit of the other officials, who had taken to flight. After the Minister had himself 
inflicted punishment on the farrash, what right had he any longer to expect the Minister 
of Justice to come to the Legation in uniform and tender an apology ? If he had not 
acted in this illegal manner, if, without beating or imprisoning the farrash, he fad 
handed hit over to the Government, then he would have had such aright, But aftor this 
illegal conduct, which is contrary to international lav, he most certainly has not this right, 
If these foreign Ministers are guilty of the most flagrant offences, no one must raise ay 
objection ; but as soon as disrespect is shown to their horse's hoof, then the heavens 
are turned upside down and the globe is torn asunder, Tt had been good if the Russians 
had displayed some of this power in the Far Kast and spared themselves all that disgrace 
and dishonour, ... . But let the Russian Minister know that these and similar 
measures, which he thinks serve to increase the prestige of his country in Porsia, only. 
result in infuriating the minds and embittering the hearts of a whole people, ‘What 
behaviour is this, that a foreign Minister should turn his Legation, which is a place of 
respect, into an asylum for thieves and scoundrels, that he should himself strive en 

ically to stir up mischief and promote evil, that he sliould thus deprive people of their 
Property, close the doors of trade and commerce, and throw the country into a disorder 
which will be the cause of a thousand complications? Has this Minister, then, come to 
Persia to throw the internal atlairs of the kingdom rer, and, by giving asylum to 
thieves, to make flourishing the market of theft and robbery # Ata tine when Persia 
s beginning to lay the foimdations of a legal State, it isnot fitting that the Repre- 
sentative of a neighbouring country, professing friendship, should to this extent prevent 
the execution of justice... . . 

‘The Minister should consider the honour of his country and not stir up all this 
wanton disorder. In one place there is the behaviour of the Tabreez Consul, in another 
the unjust seizure of the Astara road, in another the inerease in the price of the railiay 

kets (on the Shah Abdul Azim line), and then the action of the Minister himself’ in 
ing asylum to a thiet and energetically protecting him. In the end things will 
rrive at such a pass thot an appeal will have to be made to,Vhe Hague Conference or 
elsewhere. Is the Russian Minister, then, the only foreign Representative resident in 
Persia? Why do not the other Ministers behave in a similar manner? Is the might 
of Russia greater than that of England? Is the Russian army better than the German 
army? Is Russian justice greater than French justice? Why does the Russian 
Minister then not imitate his colleagues? Why does hie not leave us alone? How 
long must we endure? Until when this patience ? God knows these deeds will I 
bad/ending. ... . All this prancing and blustering is unnecessary. Gently ! 
‘The ships of Japan are switt. ‘The army of Japan is ready, Square to the f 
her and recapture the (sland of Saghalien. In truth it was a great loss to Russia, this 
cowardly surrender of half a large island to the Japanese! Remove these Cossacks froin 
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the frontier of Astara and send them to the Manchurian frontier. Here an army is 
unnecessary. Japan is a foeman worthy of your steel, Surely Manchuria is more 
necessary than the protection of Haji Mal 

Let his Excellency the Russian Minister know that the Russian Empire will not 
recover that dread majesty of former days which she has lost. ‘The veil has been torn 
aside and her true weakness made known... . . ‘The matter will end by our children 
growing up in the hatred of Russia, and it is clear what the end of that will be. We 
shall then see whether the protection of a thief was better than the winning of the 
hearts of 10,000,000 inhabitants. 











(29483) No. 201, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 3.) 
(No, 175.) 
Sir, Gulahek, August 12, 1907. 





IN my despatch No. 158 of the 16th ultimo I had the honour to inform you of the 
course of the negotiations hetween the German Legation and the Persian Government 
regarding the proposed Concession for a German Bank, 
tliat despatch [also had the honour of inclosing the draft Concession as approved 
by the Special Committee appointed to consider it and by the Persian Government. 

very effort had been made to keep the details secret, and I understand that the 
German Legation was very much opposed to an open debate in the Assembly. Tt was, 
however, quite impossible for the Atabeg to refuse to submit a Concession affecting 
forcigners to the Popular Representatives, a5 such a course would inevitably have 
created the impression that the Government was again negotiating a clandestine loan, 

‘A compromise was arrived at, and the Concession was submitted to the Assembly, 
which, however, sat with closed doors, An animated debate took place. Nearly every 
“Article was contested, ‘The Mukhber-es-Sultanch, Minister of Science and Education, 
urged the acceptance of the draft, and stated that if the Chamber rejected it the 
German Minister would ask for an audience of the Shah and break olf’ diptomati 
relations, A proposal that the Concession should be discussed in open Session excited 
his special indighation, and he was able to defeat it by warning the House against 
exciting the wrath of the powerful German Einpire, 

Ablongth, after the Concession had been greatly modified, the revised draft was 
put to the vote: 67 votes were given in its favour, 8 against, and there were 11 
abstentions. 

Tinclose a translation of the Concession as finally accepted. You will observe 
that it has been amended in some important respects. ‘The clause giving the Bank 
the right of chiming free sites in Tehran and Tabreez is dropped, and it has heen 
Atrangod that the Shah will present the Bank with sites by a private arrangement to be 
recorded in diplomatic notes, ‘Chere is no mention of a Concession for mines. ‘The 
Tank books are to be open to the inspection of the Persian authorities. It will not 
ree cforential treatment in the matter of the collection of debts. ‘The Persian 
test will be binding, ‘The original demands for the free import of silver for coinage and 
for the tight to lend money on mortzaze have been dropped, and there is no mention 0° 
‘an eventual right to Irrigation Concessions. 

‘As it stands at present the Concession binds the Deutsche Orient Bank to open a 
branch in Persia within three years with a enpital of 200,000L, It holds ood tor forty- 
five years, and the ( sion will thus continue till three years after the 
expiration of that of the Lnperial Bank, giving the Germans an opportunity of acquiring 
the right to issue bank-notes, ‘The Persian Goverament will afford the Bank military 
protection, and will facilitate the collection of its debts. ‘The Bank agrees to undertake 
All financial and commercial operations on its own account and “on behalf of other 
special stress was laid on this latter stipulation by the President of the Assembly. It 
‘will make Government payments abroad without charging commission. Interest fs not to 
he abore 12 per cent,, but the period for which interest is chargeable is not defined. As 
Jong as the right to import silver for coinage is free to all, it is to enjoy the same 
privileyes in this respect as other banks. 

T have conversed on this subject with the German Minister. I had kept him 
informed throughout of my communications with the Persian Government, which 
mounted, as [ have already explained, to an assurance that the British Government had 
no objection whatever to the establishment of a German Bank so long as the terms of 
the Concession did not injuriously affect already established British interests. Herr 
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Stemrich, while acknowledging that my attitude was correct, said that the eriticims of 
the two Legations, and especially their demand that the Concession should be submitted 
to the Assembly, had done the German project-a great deal of harm. He had, he said, 
had very serious doubts as to whether he should sign the Instrument as finally passed, and 
had only consented after long consideration, But Germany was now in possession of a 
legitimate interest to defen in Persia, however small, and had the right to maintain it, 
Moreover, a bank was evidently an indispensable means for the encouragement. of 
German trade, and these two reasons were sufficient to justify his acceptance of the 
amended draft, Herr Gutmann was, however, deeply disappointed, He had had the 
most sanguine hopes, whieh the Persian Government had done their best to foster, and 
the general result was something very different from what he had expected. ‘That 
gentleman himself, who called upon me before his departure, said that he had been 
grossly deceived by the Persians, and that his experience of their methods of business led 
him to place little confidence in the success of any enterprise in Persia until the country 
were reduced to thestatus of Exypt or Bokhiara, His employers, ie said. were doubtful 
whether the results of his mission were sufficient to justify it, and he gave me the 
impression of a resentful and disappointed man. In. private conversation with some of 
my colleagues he attributed the failure of his mission to English intrigues, and stated 
that the Russians had offered little or no opposition, As to the truth of this statement 
You, Sir, are in a position to judge, His impression does not seem to. be shared by the 
Persian Ministers, and experience points to the conclusion that no such Concession as 
originally projected could ever have been accepted hy the Assembly, or formally 
indorsed by the Government without the Assembly's consent, 7 

__ Heir Stemrieh told me very frankly that he was convineed that the eagerness at 

first displayed by the Persians to offer Concessions was due to their conviction that a 
Joan would be offered by the German Bank to the Persian Government. This, however 

was precluded by the assurances given by his Government to Euglind and) Russin, and 
Germany was this the vietim of her own loyalty, Had he heen in tho position to offer 
a loan to the Persian Government he was convinced that there would have been no 
diiculty in obtaining any Concession he desired, 

I reminded Herr Stemrich of the ciroumstances attending the rejection of the 
Anglo-Russian advance, and I expressed the strong opinion, which T am sure would 
bo shared by all wio have some experience of Persia in the last year, that the Assembly, 
‘at present at any rate, was resolved not to allow any new foreign loan to be contracted 
by Persia, and that no Minister would dare to incur the responsibility of arranging such 

in, 1 thought that (ie prejudice against Germany was less strong than that against 
and and Russia, and that in obtaining the assent of the Assembly to. the German 

nits modified form, he could congratulate himself on a considerable 































































diplomatic succe: 
You will observe that the German Bank is allowed a delay of three yeurs betore 
operations, and the situation will no doubt be considerably modified hefore 
etiod elapses, In the meantime the National Bank does not appear to have made 
inuich progress towards existence, although the Minister of Finance had stated, with, the 
approval of the Honse, that the Government intends to ask for a foreign Manager to advise 
the Bank on financial affairs. Iunderstand from Herr Stemrich, and also from Atabex 
that the gentleman in question would he of Swiss nationality. Ifo, he will be under the 
protection of the German, American, or French Legations, uccording: to his own. option. 
There is an impression that the Russian Bank is shortly to be reorganized, and, 
according to an unconfirmed rumour, it is to be strengthened with an infusion of 
German capital, Its present position, from the commercial point of view, is: most 
unsatisfactory, as it has lent large sums which it can hardly hope (0 recover. 
It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that some form of common action will even 
tually become necessary for the teorganization of Persian finance, and presumably 
Zermany will now claim a voice in the settlem 








































(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 
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M. Herbert Gutmann, the representative of the Deutsche Orient Bank and certified by 
the German Legation in Tehran. 


; £ wren 18, In case of necessity, the Persian text of this contract will be binding. 
Acneenuxn between Persian Government and Sea Ae atascemnily Jal os, 14, The abore-mentioned copies have been exchanged at Tehran on the 24th July, 
German Bank in Persia, as finally passed by the N d ly, July 3807 


1907, by a majority of 38 votes. 





Tnelosure in 






























f is he Ist July, 
< pursuance of the Agreement of the Sth Jamadi-ul-Avvel, 1324 (the 1st July, 
Sa eRe Genie orine Majesty Muzaifer-ed-Deen Shah, to the effect Sat 
the Tinperial Persian Government gives permission to a German Bank or group Tain wae 
Germat eaptalists recommended to them by the German Tagation at Tehran, to open 
it Bank in Persia; now that the German Legation recommends to the Persian Goyern- 




















wnt. the Deutsche Orient Bank Aktien-Gesellschaft (Deutsche Orient, Bank _____ Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received September 3,) 
‘Anonymous Co.), and the necessary negotiations having taken place at Tehran (No. 176.) 
Dators the expiration of the period stipulated in the above-mentioned Agreement, the ‘ ar , Gulaliek, August 12, 1907, 
following contitions have heen agreed upon ond added to that Agreement -— HAVE she honour to inform you that on the 20th June a”gholam in the 





ine eee employment of His Majesty's Consulate-General at Ispahan was severely beaten by a 
1. ‘The Government of His Majesty the Shah, in a ordane ae Pare teers mob in the suburb of Julfa on the charge of drunkenness, confined for the night, and 
gives, permission (0 the Deutsche Orient Bank Aktien-Gestlsch ot ane ke sent the next moming to the Consulate with a letter unsigned, but delivered to 
representative iy M. Herbert Gutmann, Direstor General of the above ned Nan Mr, Barnhain by the servant of one of the Aghas, who have now the chief authority in 
ana hank in Pein with a Rai aca Taam, Tn this letter the immediate Ainmisal of the gholan vas onanded. 
‘ I hold good for forty-five years from the date of signa x a ade very. strong represent he Persian Government, poi 
(eat the above-named Bank may open branches in other towns of Persia— out that the terms of the ‘Treaty were clear that, Consular servants y 
the contral office of the Bank will be at Tehran, e enn protection, and that they could not be punished without the san 
2, he German Bank will have the right to wdertake all kinds of nancial and authorities, ‘The Attabeg and the Minister for Foreign Affairs at once recognized the 
commercial operations, oth on is own account and ow Delia of thers on condition sauvity of the incident, and promised redress. ‘The usual delay followed, ant’ had to 
that none of these operations are contrary to ‘Treaties, the lass of the fotntsy, oF Point out that T should be in duty bound to communicate to my Government what nd 
ile religion of Persia, The Bank undertakes not to discount Government dhalts which occurred. 1 observed that it was somewhat unfortunate that, at the very moment when 
fire not drayn on the Bank itself, or to. make advances to the payees of such drafts Persia. was invoking’ni‘Ureaty. in orden) tu obtain Britt intetventionin iio tories 
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ay: F ee question, the inhabitants of Ispaban should show such flagrant disregard for a solemn 

Hae cai atone subject makes a loan from the German Bank ae Aiea nouseiait ugagement signed in the name of God by the Shah of Persia, The. Foreign Minister 

six months after due dato, the Persian Government will force the individual debtor. and the Attabeg hoth expressed the greatest regret, but they confessed that the Central 

shout he bo solvent, Uo pay dhe Bank's elaims iy ease of insolvency the Bank, wi Government was absolutely powerless. ‘he town of Tspahan, since the departure of the 

hot have any priority or advantage over other claimants whose claims have beet Zil, was in the hands of the: Aghss, who did exactly what they vishel, ‘tho. Governor 

proveil Hear eager suecentntsatienonar) Hiad no troops, and the punishment of the guilty parties would’ lead to a riot, in which it 
‘The Persian Goverment will hold in readinessand place on duty the ¢ r 





TERA was possible that Chr ight be the sufferers, 
the Bank's central offiee and branches, 





guards necessary fi 








1 said that 1 would te content to postpone the question of punishment for a more 
5. The German Bank has the right to import tree of eustoms duty the furniture aut suitable opportunity, aud that E would also bear in mind the conduct of the Governor, 
s requisites for the central office and: ranches uel as may he necessary who had omitted to express the regret which it was the custom among civilized nations 





for the Chief Magistrate to tender under similar circumstances, But the Gentral 
ent should do what it could, 

nally, it was agreed that the Viee-Governor and the Karguzar, who hud been in 
twominal charge of the city before the arrival of the Governor and during the incident, 
uld call at the Consulate-General in tniform and express their regret, and that « 

‘of 100 tomans should be paid over as compensation, Nhis was accordingly done, 
‘The net result is that the Consul-General will hold no inquity into the conduct of 
the gholam, who will receive compensation for his injuries on a liberal seale, and that 
the representatives of the Central Government will, have eapressed their official regret 
for the incident. But the incident cannot be considered as closed until the oflenders 
s, [ trust, will be possible when the power is finally taken from 

aire at present abusing it in a manner characteristic and scandalous 
bly is perfectly aware of the nature of the present government in Ispalian, 
and has publicly condemned the recent violation of the ‘Treaty, for which I have 
expressed my acknowledgments, ‘The day of reel 





post of silver and the minting of the same is open to all, the 
ring the term of the Concession to import silver and to 
Bank hns the right dnting the term of the Con il t 
Hive it to the mint to be struck, and in ease the Government should issue a new 
fin in this respect, the German Tank will come under the same category as other 


bank: 


6, So long as the i 









between the Persian Government a 





7. In case af w disagreement oven rani 
e German Bank, each party will Hominate one or to Arbitra 0 
AA hie tial, nid f-ease’ of “dimgrcement letwoen the above. Abit ats, thay wil 
hppoiit a jekwon. hose decision, on whichever side iis given, will he fn, 
S. Mhe Deutsehe Oriont Bank Aktien-Gesellschalt undertakes to open the Pank 
within w period of three yents from the date of signature of the present Agreement, an 
the Bank will be open when the office at ‘Tehran is instituted, and when the capital 
awentioned in Article Lats Yeon made roady, IF the German Bank does not easry 0 
this undertaking within the stipulated time this Agreement becomes null and void. 


















null and a ‘oning is sure to come, In the mean- 
4. ‘The German Bank undertakes not to charge more than 12 per cent, on it while Ido not think it adyisable to expose ourselves or the Attabey to the attacks of 
transactions, 


ae the priestly element, which is very powerful; and, as ve cannot send an expedition to 
auisunilealer Ispahan, ieeerraot es reals ieypud a certain point. : 
ernment: withoul Tam glad to be able to add that I have just: heard from Bishop Stuart to the ellect 
Bank that there is no sign of any special measures against the wissionaties, who are allowed 
to carry on their schools and hospital without interference. 
I consider that Mr. Baruham has acted with great discretion, forbearance, and tact 
Wroughout this unpleasant incident, aud 1 should be glad to be authorized to express 
uur approval. His position is, of course, rendered extremely. disagreeable by this 
‘unfortunate occurrence, and by the immunity of the agyressors, Should anothor incident 
of this nature oecur, the whole question will require serious consideration, Experience 





10, 1 the Persian Government should desire it, the German 
make all Government payments of money abroad on behalf of the ¢ 
ging: nission. 4 # 
ae ti Borsa Govoroment has ike Fight to inspect all the operations of the 
once 0 year through the Minister of Commerce, either personally or by his Assistant in 
sence of the Director of the Bank. % ts 
12, Mhis dooument has bigen drawn up in duplicate at ‘Tehran, and one copy hs 
tigen sealed by the Minister of Commerce anil Minister of Foreign <ffaits in aceordance 
with the orders of His Majesty the Shab, and the other copy has been signed by 
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i le, carried into 
hows that the threats of the priestly party are not, as a rule, 
ict aail 1 Gras that fon he tine te matter il be alowed ret 
3 4 have, &c. ms 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 








(29487) N 
Sir ©. Spring-lice to Sir Bdiward Grey.—(Received September 8.) 


geome) Gulahek, August 15, 1907. 
S i last relative to the 
VITHL veforonce to my despatch No. G1 of the 27th March last re 
Ponsa els oa Batvetoy have tho honour to 4 close herewith copies of further 
dence with the Persian Goyernment on the subject, : 

You will observe that the Persian Government disregards the previous commun 
cations which T hii made, and renews the claim to the sovemignty of the island 
the around that a subotiinate British officer acknowledged the claim as valid in 1 
*F asked the Alaes-Sultaneh, how. the Rersian Government could renew a lain 

[ x y disavowed bya Shah of Persia, Ife said 
n, but that reeently some- 
























the British them i i it T could 
‘communicate to him. the Shah's deskat in order to show it to the Assembly, who were 
very insistent, I said 1 wou 


nd him a short historieal Memorandum. as to the 
his friend. ‘The origin of this 
fant scted with the Assembly, 
communication the d ected sembly 
probably the Mouii-elPujjer to et hold of pea its in omer o sll them 
ata profit. ‘The question will he borne in mind, and « further communication will he 
sont you. 








which would no 






status of Bahr 








1 have, &e 
(Signed) c 





CIL SPRING-RICE. 


Inelosure 1 in S 





Alaces-Sultanch to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 





Pixcellency, Tebwan, August 10, 1907. 
AEA ust nanan Uovaenson lodge! tuassmesine ate soureeedlioncyia! ol8! 60 
0 2514) Rebrunry last respeeting the Tsland of Balnein, and have to point out 
oven if the Agreement of 1823 states, been put i 
ecution, it does not 






















ject of the Persian Govern i ‘ 
i esponsifile oflicia Jie British Goyermment a 
Agreement in question, since the responsible officials of the British ‘ 
that time Hid the position of the ish anid the rights of Persin over it, If im 
the meantime, an Agreement as been made by them, aid even that Agreement may 
not have been put into foree, the fuct ition by he 
British officers of the rights of the Po of Balen 
Tt is on account of this point that the: justice of that 
friendly Power, who 's recognized her rights over that island, no! 
to refrain from giv 
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Tnelosure 2 





Sir C, Spring-Rice to Ala-es-Sullanch, 


our Highness, ~ Gulahek, August 13, 1907. 
PO ATAGHE reesleal vane neterati tao. UCche Ate see tac eh I you reeur to the. 
question of Balirein, Ube to remind you of the terms of Mr. Grant Duff's totes « 
the 19th February, 1906, and of my letter of the 23rd February last, which no dowlt 
aye escaped! your notice, 
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According to documents in the possession of His Majesty’s Government, not only 
the superior British authority, but the Shah of Persia, expressly disavowed tho action 
of their subordinate officials ‘in 1822, and consequently according to tho law and 
practice of civilized nations, those proceedings were null and yoid, 

Since 1822 the Turkish Government has raised claims on Babrein, and, like the 
Persian Government, has been informed that Bahrein is under British protection, 

‘The Persian Government will, I have no doubt, acknowledge that my Govern= 
ment will have some cause for surprise on learning tliat after the lapse of eighty-tvo 
fem a claim is suddenly advanced, whieh iss been formally and solemnly repudiated 
y the Shah of Persia, and will haye some difficulty in reconciling such a'claim either 
with a regard to the law and practico of nations, or with the desire, so frequently 
expressed, to maintain the cordial relations between the two Governments, 

Tavail, &o, 
(Signed) CECI SPRING-RICE. 





(29488) No. 204, 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir award Grey.—(Received September 8.) 


(No, 180.) 


, Gulahek, August 15, 
T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of the Confidential Dinry 
of Captain H, Smyth, Military Attaché al Meshied, 


Lltave, &e. 
(Signed) CECTL SPRING-RICK, 


——$—$—<———————— 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 294, 


No, 28.—Diary of Military Aaché at Meshed, for week ending July 18, 1907. 


Summary of News. 
(Secret) 


TASHKENT reports departure of 190 time-expired men, and Askabad reports arrival 
of 30 reeruits, 

‘The “ Transeaspia 
competition at Askabad, t 
like a bull’s-cye on a target, 


8. As the exact range is not mentioned, it is difficult to judge of the accuracy of 
the practice ; but one point is cleared up by this deseription—viz., Chat the Cossack 
HL. A. batteries—as well as the field batterie armed with the new QR, gun, 

A force of 1,000 gendarmes has been assigned to the C, A. Railway, Such a 
force is badly needed, as train-wrecking, highway robbery of trains, murder, ‘nrson, sunt 
all Kinds of outrages have been rampant lately on the railiva 

5, As instances of this, see this week's attempts to murder the Chief Engineer of 
Kiail Atvat and the Commandant of the 2nd Railway Battalion at Samarkand, 

(See also the open attack by an armed band on the Policemeister of Kivil Arvat at 
the station. there. Also the arrest of twenty-two railway soldiers at ‘Tashkent. for 
complicity in a plot, ‘The various accidents and fires reported this week too are 
suggestive of malice, 

G. There is considerable excitement and unrest all along the Russian side of the 
Russo-Afghan frontier at the impending visit of Amir Habibullah Khan, and also 
at the rumours of British activity in Afghanistan. ‘There are rumours in Herat to the 
cilect that the Russian troops on the frontier have been increased on these accounts, 
We However, have no corroboration of these latter rumours from our Agents in 
Turkestan, who all report the Russian garrison in ‘Turkestan as being fairly normal, 


restings account of an artillery shooting: 
apparently firing with plugged shell at a fixed mark 


“Transcaspian Revie 


—An attempt hax been made to murder Pristay Kutateladze at Merv, Four 
men fired on him as he was driving in a phacton with two companions, ‘The driver and 
one of the men with him were killed, but the Pristav escaped, 

(4521) 30 
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‘Shooting Competition —On the 29th June at 5 rst. in the polygon of the artillery 
Janger, in présence of General Kartsev and the other Umpires, a shooting competition 
took place’ among the batteries present in the laager, and the prizes were distributed. 
‘The groimd taken was that between the two batteries. 


(his eemsto be u reference to the range—i.e., from the lines orcamp of one battery 
to that of the other, intelligible probably to those well acquainted with the locality or 
the system of eamping batteries, This is the only indication given of the range at 
which they were firing —H. S.) 


‘Phe Gth Mortar Battery (2nd Brigade) fired first, being armed with six old-fashioned 
heavy guns, One gun of this battery put all its shots in an L1-inch radius, so the gun- 
Jayer of this got the first prize of the day, ‘Then came the Ist, 2nd, Brd, 4th Hield 
Brtteries and 4th Kuban Cossack Battery, all armed with Q.-F. guns. By order of the 
Chief of Artillory, first one gun was taken from each battery to fire, then two guns, and 
then six guns, The prizes consisted of silver watches and 2 roubles cash. 

‘he Following was the result of the sho 

1st Battery, 2nd Brigade, put all the shots of its six guns in a 20-inch radins, 

Srl» ‘i 5 if , 40-inch, 

4th Kuban Cossack Battery 5 3 40}-inch |, 

‘nd and 4th Batteries, 2nd Brigade, put all the shots of their six guns in a much 
anger radius, 

‘he tirst and second prizes were given to the 1st and Srd Batteries, and a lesser 
prize was given to the Cossack Battery. 

Pho firing was finished at 7.26 0. 

July 3:—Colonel Gesket (new ehiet of the C.A. Railway) has arrived in Askabad 
from Tashkent. 

‘Twenty more revolvers have been issued to the Askabad police. 

‘he Railway Committee has appointed a force of 1,000 gendarmes to the C.A. 
Railway and has allotted 522,000 roubles for their upkeep. 

‘Da the Bnd July a fire broke out in the Krasnovodsk timber yard and $0,000 roubles 
Worth of timber as burned, 

July 5.—Lioutenant-Colonel Kidnadze, commat 
Sama Vas been shot at and wounded 

ive railway men have been arrested at Kir 
proclamations, Ke, in their possession, 

Arvattompt has been made at Kizil Arvat to kill the Engineer in charge of that 
section of the C.A, Railwa: 

July G When the Poligemeister of Kizil Arvat came to Kizil Arvat Station to take 
the tain to Askabad to report the above vecurrences, a band of revolutionaries at the 
tation opened He on hin, ‘The soldiers and police retuned the fire. ‘The revolu 
tionaries then threw three hombs, killing an assistant Pristay, and a soldier 

July 9. a gainbling quarrel at Askabad a Captain was shot hy a Lieutenant. 

On'the 7th July (wo railway waggons were upset in Mery Station, one, was loaded 
with youki, A crowd of people collected and fonght for the spilt liquor, whieh suddenly 
took fire, with the resulé that five men were badly burned, 



























2nd Railway Battalion at 









Aryat, with a number of bombs, 





















“ Purkestunskiyn Vedoutos 


‘Nhe polivemen on street duty in Tashkent have been doubled. 
Mere have heen some more heavy floods in the Samarkand district. 





Askabiad Reports. 


‘The rd Battalion marched in to Askabad from their camp. About 300 
of this battalion then left by train W., and 800 by train E. 

‘June V7—-One waggon load of flour came in from W. 
Tune 19.—lwo batteries of artillery. that were camped near Askabad went out to the 
Inager (camp) where the Merv and Kahka batteries vere encamped. All the available 
infantry marched there too, for combined operations, After this parade was over 200 
then of the Geok ‘Tepe battalion left B, hy rail, tor Merv it was said, with their full 
accoutrements. 

“June 20.—Vhirty reeruits arrived from W. 


dine 13e 
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June 25.—The 1st Battalion arriyed from W. by rail, ‘The 2nd Battalion lett 

rail. ‘The troops are being moved about constantly in this manner ae eee 
arched from camp to camp, “These moxement® are merely loeal and to show the 
people generally that troops are available in large numbers (or for training and to keep 
them occupied —H.8,° Ihave been round the camps and aa inet Me uier OF ores 
is anuch as usual though theyare so seattere about that it was not easy to locate them; 


AtFerom sp ee 1 mountain battery, with 226 artllerymen, 
Encampel at the artillery camp 3 field batteries. 
1 Cossack battery. 
1 tory. 
Shine gut 
‘th Transcaspian Battalion, 


Tn Askzbad or camped close to it 


2d ad 3rd Transaspian Batlaio 
Geok Tepe Dataliong 
n Comaek Regiment, 100 strong. 
0 


Sarakis: Reports. 


June 28-July 5.—Vhe relieved detachment of the Kavk i 

nee !  Kavkaz Cossack Regiment, about 

1 Suaee in from Pal-i-Khatun, They stayed two days at Saraklis and then 

ical Governor of Sarakhs has gone amay, and a new Governor as come in 
‘The strength of the garrison is the same as teported before. 


Charjui Report 


June 25.—The remaining 100 Frontier Guard w were ‘iti er 
ooh report) Tot by oatior upeatroam, aS ae Nes 
stearZitt 20-—Bighty men of tho 13th and 19th Turkestan Battalions arived hore by 
June 28.—No train came into Char} y. ‘The line i ily i 
10 Charjui to-day, ‘The line is tem 
Dut the cause and plage of the interruption are ret raug ea ners 
June 29,—Hunidredl artillerymen passed through westiards by rail. 


Patakisar Reports, 


June 10.—A steamer has come in with a cargo of i 

f Amer has come in with a cargo of wood ks cot iron f 

buing, aso a ot of trade gous fo the tee eo 
ie Russians have abandoned those barracks and sheds on : 

i ‘those barracks and sheds on the river's edge, whiel 
were inmdated, and are now building fresh barracks aud sheds on Tone aly 
Hsing ground further ack fom the river, 200 yards from the oli! buildings, Tn the 

me th ‘ tc i . 

neantime the Pontoon Compmy, for whom these Hnes are intended, ase. ander 

‘There is considerable excitement and anxi 

de it il anxiety here, not only among the troops, b 

sto among the civil population, at the rumours of British Talliay esbabeuetion i 
A ist an itatic 7 ines i il 
Afghanistan and of the exploitation ofthe mineral resources of Afghanistan y British 

‘There are now twenty-five Russian Fronti i 
Te sian Frontier Guard in each of the guard-houses on 


Samurkand Reports. 


June 24,—The 5th Battalion—complete with its full servi i i 
} n with its full service e 
transport, 6, and its bo machine guns—marchel to tho hill rpraetice Nill uaining 
ihe battalion stayed! in the hills four days and then returned, ee 
June 29.—The Governor-General has summoned Sirdar Ishak Khan to Tashkent, 


* He does not mention the Ist Transeaspian Battalion. ‘T ab 
seen lca a esa the at Trwesynn Dtalin, THis prolaby av ovenight of it say hava 
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Sirdar Ishak Khan’s sons are very anxious to obtain the Amir’s permission to return to 


Afghanistan, and have been doing their best to obtain this permission, 
(We have other information which corroborates this statement,—H.S.).* 


Tashkent Reports. 


June 26,—One hundred and twenty time-expired men passed N. by rail. Some 
of them belonged to the Zerabulak Reserve Battalion. 











June 27.—he following sent §, by rail » 
flavins (seems een ans 1 one 
ows eS snob 
way i % 








Wigeulta 61 


June 28,—Seventy time-expired men, some of them belonging to the 7th Turkestan 
Battalion, passed through N, by rail. 
June 29.—No train came in from Orenburg to-day, I hear that there has been an 
accident on the line, the mail train having been derailed, with considerable loss of life 
and damage to rolling-stock. a 

‘The mail ain coming from Askabad bas been attacked by a band of robbers. ‘Two 
people on the train were killed, i 

rent lawlessness prevails in ‘Tashkent now. Murders and robberies are common. 
‘Phe revolutionaries wish to haye another outbreak, and are posting up and scattering 
about proclan ations everywhere, wo men of the Railway Battalion have been 
arrested for participation in a revolutionary plot, and haye beon lodged in the Central 
Prison, Cossack patrols are on duty all over the town by night and day. 

(Signed) TL, SMYDH, Captain, 
Military Attacké: 
































Meshed, July 13, 1907. 





Tnelosure 2 in No, 204. 


No. 20.—Diary of Militar) 





ltaché al Meshied, for week ending July 20, 1907. 





Sinmary of News. 
(Seeret.) P 
KRASNOVODSK reporis arrival of 180 reeruits and departure of 300 time- 
expired, : 
2, Lieutenant-General Spitzberg has retired from the command of the Ist Army 
Comps. 
8, Garrison reports trom Krasnovodsk and Patalkisar show the garrisons there to be 
nth 
is considerable 
talk ot renewal of the former distuxbances, 
Hionever, and the troops are apparently to ie relied upon to repress anythi 
that muy accu r 
5. Captain, Skonratt, Russian Military Attaché, Meshed, has just returned from 
nig the Mesled Doshak route, and now he is engaged in examining the routes 
Meshed ty Saraklis vid the Mazdara Pass, and also the route from Meshed to 
Khatun vid the Kushal Rud. 
















estan, and there is 
be vigilant, 
of the kind 






















“Transcaspian Review, 





July 10.—Some time ago the 


ernment decided that they could not spare any 
money fi 


a railway from Kokand to Namangaon, at the same time notifying that the 
tailway might he built i the necessary capital could be raised pri The railv: 
would he 100 versts long and would cost 12,000,000 roubles. Capital is being collected 
for this entero, the inhabitants of Namangaon alone having. subscribed 500,000 
roubles, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Kidnadze, who was wounded at Samarkand, has died, 

A petard ” has lien exploded under (passenger) train No. 12 between Mery and 
Askabad, 


ier gives a detail of thie garrinnny which ie practically: the same as thot given last wok, 
tle Gth Mountain Hatters is still’ absent. He aly sige that there are eight machine guns in 
OSL §, 












































































July 11.—"wv9 fresh eases of glanders have occurred among the phaeton horses of 
Askabad; the horses were sliot, 


July 14,—Lieutenant-Ger 
First Army Corps, 





al Spitzberg has retired from the command of the 





Krasnovodsk Reports, 





xpired men left f 
One hundred and thirty recruits sent east by rail. 
Strength of garrison: 








Russia, | 





sve B00 strong, 
rie aa) SOG 





Police 5 0 





Askabad Reports. 





—Kifly men of the Geok ‘Tepe Battalion came in by rail from B, ‘The: 
had their full arms, accoutrements, and kit (ie., they were neither recruits nor time: 
expired men nor men returning from an ordinary parade—H. 8), 

July 2.—Mwelve Taman Cossacks with arms and accoutrements left by (rain 1, 

Sisteen liorses in four waggons came in by train from W. 

July A.—A bravil took place in the market place between a party of Cossacks, and 
some infantrymen: one Cossack and two soldiers were wounded, J 

July G.— One hundred bags of wheat eame in by rail from Wo, 

July 8,—Thirty-two recruits came in from W, 

A considerable amount of dry lucerne and other forage is being brought in to 
Askabad by camel trom tle surrounding country nowadays, 




















Saraklis Reports, 





July 8.—A Russian Captain arrived from Persian Saraklis, He is said to be the 
Russian Military Attaché at Meshed, who has been examining the routes between the 
Mazdaran Pass and Persian Sarakh, 

July 9.—Vhe above-mentioned officer left for Pal-i«Khatun, 


Merv Reports. 


June 30 ‘The Assistant G 
wounded and his driver was 
review, 1. S, 
July 1. -One Indeed soldiers, some of them belo 
Battalion, passed westwards by rail 
‘Vhirty men of the Transeaspian Sapper Batlalion arrived by rail from B, 
July 4. Forty men ot different “ Kishk” corps left by rail for Kushh, 





vernor was shot at while driving in the town, He was 
illed. (See last week's extracts from ‘Transeaspian 











to the th Turkestan 





Patakisar Reports. 


June 20.—The garrison of Patakisar consists of — 
15th Turkestan Rifle Battalion, 


ee s+ 1,000 strony, 
a Ae (GDR 























rats ae med Haye E800 Gy 

Nipepe rs <o0) at 
U8) Vattery te aaborat 
1 Sha mre CEM 


The other artillery 
MI. (LP 
Also. some 
abbresiat 














‘There are over 200 guns in Patakisar, of all kinds—leavy, field, machine, &e, 
(1s21] ap 







































Samarkand Reports, 


July 3.—Forly heavy cases of ordnance stores were taken in cight earts from the 
ailway station to the fort, z 2 
ree dily 5.——The Olicer’ Commanding the 2nd Railway Battalion was shot dead while 
driving in the town. His assassin has not yet been arrested. res 

‘The Russians are full of discontent against their Goyernment, and it is expected 
that strikes and other disorders will bresk out again soon. ‘The authorities are making 
virious preparations, ay, the 5th Battalion has come into the town from their camp 
outside, Eight old patiern eld guns have been brought out of the fort and handed 
over to the th Ficld Battery, who have nov sixteen guns, ie., eight QF, and eight old 
pattern guns. 















gned) IL. SMYTH, Captain, 
. Military Attaché. 
Mesheil, July 20, 1907. 





Inclosure 8 in No. 294, 








No, 80.—Dinry of Military Attaché at Meshed, for week ending uly 27, 1907. 





Summary of News. 

‘ TERE is general uneasiness and anticipation of disturbances all over ‘Turkestan. 
‘Pho authorities are everywhere bringing in the Cossacks from their camps to the towns, 
‘nd are using Hier as patrols to preserve order, ‘Nhe Cossucks, especially at Tashkent, 
‘are being strengthened by Treat men sro Russia, ‘The regular troops are being kept 
ao f the way in camps as much as possible. 

ih Raaan mae show the eee ‘at Mery, Samarkand, and Tashkent to be of 
norinal strength. 5 

8. The gari has heen stren; 
battalions. at Khiya and Kerki, probably to 
Jarge number of railway aud steamer nen employed at Cha 

4, Patakisar notes arrival there of 200 recruits from Samarkand. 

5. ‘The Minister of Ways and Communications has paid a visit.to Askabad. He 
said that he hoped the CA, and 1.0, Railways would soon be formed into one railway, 
which would he called the Turkestan Railway, , .. 

G. Ifis arrival in Thwkestan was heralded by a goodly erop of dynamite outrages, 
discoveries of bombs, e., these include 





















ed by detachments from the infantry 
re order being maintained among the 














(w) Partly successful attempt to blow up the 
Merv, 
(},) Discovery of hombs at Askabad Station, 
(c.) Discovery of bombs on engine at Askabad, 
(i) Dynamite bomb exploded under mail train between A 
(e.) Dynamite cartridge exploded under engine at Mery, 





way bridge over the river at 











kabad and Mery. 





“ Transcuspian Review.” 





July 16.-—On the LOU instant the Minister of Ways and Communications 
arrive in Askabad vid’ Krasnovodsk. 

Some bombs and arsenic 
Sat 18,—Polkoynik Nicholski commanding the ‘Turkestan Military ‘Telegraph 
Corps (Rot) has retired. é 

‘Wieday the Feroza Railay has been opened for passenger traffic as far #s 
Vannovs! fer that passengers have to go on by earriaxe, 

On the 15th instant, in a fight between rival factions of Mussulmans at Krasuo- 
voulsh, one man sis shot dead ani four wounded, 





ave been found in a watchman’s hut at Askabad 
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July 19.—The Minister of Ways and Communications arrived here (Askabad| 
today at 6 a.m, and left at 9 s.r. towards Tashkent, ‘The railway workmen petitioned 
him for a restoration of the pay that was stopped from them during the disturbances 
and strikes of last November. Mie Minister refused to accept their petitio 

July 20.—The daily (maximum) temperature of \skabad is now 68 centigiade in 
the sun, and 42° in the shade (12° centigrade = 107°6 fahrenheit, —H. §,), 

‘The Minister of Ways and Communications said that he hoped that the O,A, 
Railway and 1.0, Railway would soon be formed into one railway under one adminis. 
tration, and would then be known as the “Turkestan Railway.” 

July 21.—A branch of the Imperial Bank has been opened at Kokand by the 
Minister of Finance, 

















“ Turkestanskiyn Vedomosti. 





July 12.—he" present laager (camp) for the Tashkent garrison is at ‘Troitskoi, 
‘This site is too small for the number of troops and the extensive mancuvres carried out, 
s0 another more open site is being looked for. Some difficulty has been experienced in 
finding a suitable place on account of the brackish nature of the water on otherwise 
suitable sites, but efforts are being made to find a good place 

July V4.—A bomb has been thrown at the Policemeister of Baku, 


July Vi-—The railway police at Askabad have found two bombs on an engine at 
Askabad Station, 















Merv Reports. 


July A -Aw attempt has been made to blow up the railway bridge over tho river 
e. This attempt only partially succeeded; the explosion blew away a public foot. 
bridge underneath the railway bridge, leaving the la(ter uuharmed, 

Tn anticipation of further outrages and disturbances all the Cossacks have beon 
brought back into the town, the soldiers remaining camped outside, 

Tuly 5.—A dynamite bomb was exploded under the mail train, but no one was 
injured. (This reported by newspaper in ast week's Dinry,—clH. 8), 


ec 6. ‘Twenty men of the Kushk” Corpsatrived at Askaband and went through 
to Kushk, 

























=A “dynamite” cartr 
The engine was derailed, but no serious damage way done. 

ty Government magazine rifles and four boxes of rifle ammunition have been 
discovered in the house of an Armenian named Yakub, 

July 8.—Three waggons, Inden with cotton, were burned at the railway station, In 
this fire four men were bumed, too. (See newspaper report in Diary No, 28 tor 
description of this alfa 8). 

Fly W—=$ ion Wagons and other ordy 

July 13. —Korty artillerymen passed through, by rail 

Tuly 19. —Twenty men of the 7th Transeaspian Battalion left by Kushk train, 

July 17—A party of 200 men of the Ist Railway Battalian and forty men of the 
Frontier Guard have Tntely been practising every day with five machine guns mounted 
‘on pack horses, 

‘The Russians have consulted with the Turkonian Elders about making a museum 
and memorial to commemorate the last Persian campaign against the ‘Purkomans, when 
the Persians marched on Mery and were defeated with a loss of twenty-eight guns, 
Garrison of Mery :— 


e was exploded iniler an engine in Mery station, 











© stores came in from WV, 














Gth and 7th Tranacaepian Battal 
Mery Reserve Tatalion., 
‘Transcaspian Sapper Battalion 
Kavkax Cossacks, 
Artillerynien, 2nd Brigade 
Medical, intendanee, and other details 





4100 stron, 
400, 
400} 
200, 

400 






















Charjui Reports, 


% vee 4—Fifly men of the 20th Turkestan Battalion came in by steamer from 
Kerki, 


July 6.—One hundsed infantry soldiers passed through B, by rail, 
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July 8.— Twenty men of the Ist (Astrachan) Cossacks came in by streamer (from 






through W. by rail. 


recruits pas 





Strength of the Char; 


17th Turkestan Battalion. 





way: Battalion 
th Turkestan Battalions, 


se 100 box 
80. 
800 
OW) 
hi 





Pave (2) ordinary 
Guin earriges 





«s have arrived from Samarkand by road. 9 
‘wo hundred Purkoman families from Shor Tapa on the Afghan Rie Gi i 
have crossed over to Russian ter y, [tis likely that many other ‘Purl 
cir example and leave Afghanistan for Russia, * 
Te te te Ct Peake Se 
Dont with soverl nal pont o explore the ver enpeily on the Afghan sido nigh 
There i ¢ called Serai some 65 miles to the f tigre te 
a Rrowtiee Gotee ‘his place has a good etimate, and abundant suppl sat 
Russians now propose to construct barracks there. (Probably as a co 
summer station for Patakisar.—H 
July 12.— enters are being 
rates = 





‘wo hundred infantry reer 

















ited for next year’s supplies at the following 








| Pee Poot, 


Barley 
Whiait 
Mie 
lime 5 
Stay 
Day: ficornt aa 









‘Phe Russian anticipate no Louble in getting supplies at these rates. 





Samarkand Report 


ion is in the Whe other troops are cneamped 
ily 15.—he Gth Batlalion is iv the town, ‘the other trooys are encamped 
Free aheontuteyseesnsy carrying out machine-gun’ practice (firing) with th 
machine guns in their charg 
Strength of the garrison :— 





7th Turkestas Byrtalions, 
uk Reserve Battalion, 
Matealion 













uit Ural) 
4th Bie Bat 
Mount 

Fortrees artill 








m Tusbkents 





‘uot yet back f 
comnpany 
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Tashkent Reports. 
July 8.—The following arrived from Orenburg :— 


Rifle ammunition 
Gun 


te ¥ 250) boxes, 
certo 








July 6-—Seventy mixed time-expired men passed through towards Orenburg. 
July 7.—The following sent south by T. O. Railway :— 


Litle ammunition. 
Waar as 
Barly 1), 


oe 88 Does 
£2100 (4 pood) bags, 
40 





July 9.—Four guns, thirty- 
©. A. Railwa; 

(This is probably 
Camp.—I. $,) 


two horses, and thirty artillerymen left ‘Tashkent by 





part of some battery returning from the ‘Tashkent Artillory 


July 11.—Five hundred Cossacks of the Ist and 2nd Regiments have come in to 
shkent, mostly by T. O. Railway, but some by ©. A. Railway. I believe these are 
Cossacks who have been out in training camps, who have now been reinforced, from 
Russia and brought into the city in anticipation of disturbaniees. ‘The town is constantly 
patrolled by strong partios of Cossacks, “the vay workmen havo every intention of 
setting up another strike and eausing serious disturbances shortly, 

Garrison of ‘Tashken 

















Ast, dnd, Ord, Ath Turkestan Battalions 

‘Tashkent and Khojent Ressrye Battalions, = 
‘5th Orenburg Cossacks, 

ri of the Ist (Astrachan) ani 2nd (Ural) Cossacks, 

yy machine yuns, aud otter details as usual, 








Of the above garrison, the only troops present in ‘Tashkent are the two Reserve 
battalions; the rest are in camp, 
(Signed) H, SMYLH, Captain, 


Military Attaché. 
Meshed, July 27, 1907, 





——_—— ee 





Tnelosure 4 in No. 204, 


No. 81.—Diary of Military Attaché at Mesh 


ed, for week ending August 3, 1907, 





Summary of News, 
(Secret. 


LIBUTEN ANT-GENE 
Ist ‘Turkestan Army Corps, 

2. Eighty-three Government magazine rifles have been stolen at Askabad, ‘the 
Askabad authorities, directed by General Karstey in person, have made a thoro 
inquiry into the matter, and have searched everywhere for the missing rifles, 
success, 

3. ‘The Minister of Ways and Communications went on to 
‘and put up with the Governor-General there, 

4. The ‘Tashkent people have taken advantage of the Minister's arrival to press him 
on the subject of the long-promised constriction of a railway. to Vierni, which woul 
sventually be part of a railway connecting the ‘Turkestan and Siberian Iailwa 
Minister refused to commit himself by stating any definite date when this tai 
be commenced, though he assured the Tashkent people 
postponed indefinitely. 

5. The authorities and public of ‘Turkestan, especially of ‘Tashkent, are still 
nervously awaiting disturbances.. ‘The authorities show a marked preference for G 
rather than for regular troops to repress disorder 

21) 


RAL KOZLOVSKI has been appointed Commander of the 


igh 
but without 


‘Tashkent from Askabad, 








he 
vay would 
that the project would not he 
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“‘Transcaspian Review. 


i skabad) railway station, was 
July 4,—At 8 A.st, the artillery store, near the (Askabad) + 
roken i \d eighty-three Government magazine rifles were carried away. 
net alaaeGanernl Koalorsi, commanding the sth Cavalry Division, has been 
i the Ist Turkestan Army Corps. < 
Oe oe General Kartsev eowaueteal a searching inquiry into the loss 
of the eighty-three rifles (above mentioned), and then left for Kizil Arvat, < 
Orders ‘liave been received for the dispatch of a certain number of officers, under- 
officers, and soldiers from all infantry corps for instruction in sapper work. 
July 26.—Yesterday General Kartsev returned from Kizil Arvat. . ie 
ver since the loss of the eighty-three rifles the Askabad police Gia 
systematically and energetically searching the whole town for any trace of them, bul 
ety roply to inquiries at Tashkent, the Minister of Ways and Com- 
munications has stated that a railway will certainly be made (from Tashkent) to Vierni, 
vi be commenced just now. 5 shat 
ue Hao ace Geneal (of. "Turkostan) asked the Minister if Orenburg ae Gi cs 
station and railway worl) could not be brought under Tashkent, for malinay a iministra- 
tion, The Minister said he would give an answer to this after visiting Orenburg. iy 
‘The Minister has issued strict orders that saxaul is not to be barnes oe oy 
purpose on the railways, as the tracts adjoining them are hecoming rapidly det forested, 
Goat js to be burned instead of saxaul, (‘This is worded as if some engines still uses 


wood fuel—H. 8.) 


























“ Turkestanskiya Vedomosti 


July 22%—Yesterlay the Minister of Ways and Communications arrived in 
‘Tashkent, and went to stay with the Governor-General. 

Four bombs have been found in an empty house in Askabad. . i 

July 24-—The police have made a big Seizure of bombs, arms, proclamations, and 
printing materials at Tashki 

















) ion of the ‘Turke il Siberian Railways. being 
ily, 26,—'The whole question of the ‘Turkestan and Siberian r 
connvetad by a railway running through Vierni and Semipalatinsk tas heen again 





brought to the fore by the arrival of the Minister. 


Kahka Reports. 





July 15-17.-- he Wyo batteries belonging to this place have not yet rel 


Askabnd. 
‘The only troops in Kahka now are s— 


10 men belonging to the Howitzer Battery. 

10 men belonging to the Kuban Cossack Battery. 
20 men belonging to the Ist Railway: Battalion, 

20 men belonging to other Transcaspian Battalions. 





Mert Reports. 


property, mostly wooden planks, 
ymen were injured while trying to 








July 19-—-Kourteen waggons full of Goven 
have heen burned at the station, Several railw 














the fire. 
ean g  Rorty men of the Kushk Corps arrived by rail from W. and went on to 
Kushk, 


‘Vhe general public is much alarmed, ‘There are 


Disturbances are expected hei 
1 the town tow, 


permanent strong military patrols 





Charjui Reports. 


—Ten artillerymen with a machine-gun and twenty boxes of ammunition’ 


July 1 
arrived. ih) rail from W. 
‘July 16,—One hundred recruits passed through westwards by rail. 
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July 19.—The machine-gun with the ten gunners and twenty boxes of ammunition 
left by steamer up stream. 

July 20,—Four officers, one of whom was the Railway Minister from St, Petersburgh, 
passed through B. by rail.” All the offeers of the garrison went to the station to salute 
the Minister, 


Samarkand Reports. 





July ¥7.—The 5th Battalion lias left the town and has gone into camp again, ‘The 
6th Battalion has come into the town to relieve the 5th Battalion, 

July 20-—The General Commanding the Frontier Guards Brigade has just returned 
to Samarkand after visiting the Frontier Guards posts on the Oxus 


Tashkent Reports, 





duly 12 


‘The Russians have arrested a Chinese spy with incriminating notes and 
sketehes i 


his possession, 

—One tnndred and fifty recruits passed through southwards, 

.—One hundred and eighty-five boxes rifle ammunition, ten large eases 
stores, and three hundred bags flour sent 8, by C.A. Railway. 

July 17.—Dwo hundred bags of biscuit came in by ‘1.0. Railway, 

July 20.—There is a lot of talk now about a railway at Vierni, It iy said that this 
railway would take off from the firth station from ‘Tashkent on the Orenburg line, and 
that it will be started soon, 

The town is now practically in charge of the Cossacks, who patrol the streets, and 
have a permanent postat the station, It is, however, the opinion of many. well- 
informed. people that the Cossacks would not take the part of the authorities against the 
other soldiers if the latter sided with the people, Every one here thinks that 
disturbances are imminent, 















(Signed) 1. SMYLH, Captain, 
Military Attaché, 
Meshed, August 3, 1907. 









(29489) No, 295. 


Su’ Q. Spring Rice to Sir Edward Grey-—(Received September 9.) 


(No. 181.) 
ty Gulahel, 


August 15, 1907. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 171 of the 6th August relative to the 'Turko- 
Persian frontier question, | have the honour to state that the Minister for Roreign 
Alfairs said to me to-day that he had received a letter from the Turkish Ambassador, 
translation of which is inclosed herewith, accusing the Persians of being the aggressors, 
He proposed to reply to the effect that the matter yould shortly be considered by a 
Joint Commission, and that. further y was undesirable; but that Persia had 
documentary evidence showing that the ‘Turks ad incited the Persian Kurds to rebel, 
and that she was prepared to appeal to the judgment of the civilized world as to which 
Power was the aggressor. 
From an interesting report whieh I have received through the American Mission 
the original cause of this last instance of ‘Turkish aggression was the 
pedition against the Dasht Kurds, Letters were intercepted showing 
that ‘Turkish officials had promised aid to the Kurds, who had apparently appealed tor 
assistance, and in accordance with this promise a large ‘Nurkish force (estimated at four 
battalions aid two cannon), supported hy a very large number of Kurds, crossed the 
Dorder and attacked the Persian army, which Hed, leaving most of the ammunition 
and all the tents, A few persons were killed on both sides, Plundering then beam ii 
the neighbouring distriet, and Urmi was soon full of fugitives, many of them Chi 
‘The Russian Consul advised the missionaries to bring he women anid children belong 
to the Mission within the walls, He offered the protection of his Cossacks, and asked 
them to telegraph to the American Consul at ‘Tabracz that a further foree was 
neeiled. 
‘Phe American Consul has started for Urmi, from which place he will send full 
reports, 
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With regard to the action taken in Constantinople, the Ala-es-Sultaneh informed 
me that the English, French, Russian, and American Ambassadors had all made urgent 
representations in support of those of the Persian Embassy, and that the Turks had 
made many promises. He showed mz, however, a telegram just received from the 
Governor of Urmi to the effect that the Commandant of the Turkish troops had informed 
the Russian Consul that the refugees from the plundered villages might return to their 
homes if they acknowledged ‘Turkish sovereignty and paid tribute. ‘The Governor 
asserted that’ the Turks had already occupied Mergaver, Tergaver, Chereek, and the 
distiicts of Dasht and Baradost as far as Kotur, that is, up to tne eastern limit of the 
frontier zone. ‘The Governor expressed the opinion that they would not come to Urmia for 
the present, but that they would sooner or Inter occupy Sakkiz, Soujboulak, Urmi, Salmas, 
and Khoi. 

‘Phese statements are confirmed by the reports of the Russian Consul at Urmi, 
iM. de Hartwig has shown me, He thinks that the situation is grave, and that 
the Nurks have seized the opportunity afforded them by the weakness of Persia to settle 
Jong-standing frontier question in their own fayour. He said that very enorget 
action was necessary at Constantinople, but doubted if the Ambassadors quite realiz 
the mture of the aggression, 

‘The reuch Minister here reecived an urgent telegram from the French Bishop, and 
tells mie thot his Ambassador-at Constantinople has taken immediate and energetic steps. 
‘Mie Amerivan Chard d’Aifaires, not possessing a eypher, his been forced to communicate 
ith his Consil and with the American Government through this Legation, 
he Alases-Sultaneh has heard wothing from the German Legation, although the 
documents were unofficially, communicated in the hope tliat some action would he taken 
by the German Embassy at Constantinople, As was to be expected, both Russians and 
Germans ave accused of haying incited the ‘Turks for thei: private ends. It appears to 
me waullicient explanation that the Sunni Kurds who were punished for their various 
misdecids by: the Persian authorities appealed to the Sultan, who gladly seized the 
‘opportunity offered hin of extending his authority, 

‘Nhe Alaces:Sultaneh was good enough to show me the text of a telegram from the 
Mushit-uleMulk, now Minister at St, Petersburgh, and lately Special Envoy in London, 
relating a conversation whieh he had just had with the Russian Foreign Minister, 
According to the MushiruleMulk, ho was informed that the Russian Ambassador had 
taken energetic measures, but the English Representative was ‘not so. warm.” ‘The 
‘Ala begged me to keep this seeret, and assured me that he attached no weight whatever 
to the accusation, which was quite contrary to what the Persian Ambassador had 
reported, 

Tai in communication with the British Mission through Tis Majesty's Consulate- 
General at {trust that there is no immediate danger, as the Turks do not 
appear to he threatening Urmia; but the whole frontier district, whieh contains many 
Ciiistian villages, appears to be in the hands of the Kurds, who rely on a large body of 
‘Purkish regulars tor support. 

‘The new Governor of Tabre 
‘accompanied by a to 






















































































the Farman Karma, has left for his post, and will be 
ing details are given, 















RICE. 





‘The Turkish Aubassndor to the Persian Government. 





station.) alugust V4, 1907. 
TILE contents of your Highness! two notes have been telegraphed to the Porte. 
he following is their reply 

















“ Vrom the inquiries made it appears that the Divisions 4 a 
Army have not cieroached on Persian territory, Ut is clear th 
alleged en 
Amicnians, cceompanied by: 0,000 
neizhhourhvo) of Pergaver, Mergaver, and Barad 
compelled the infabitants to fly, When the Per 


U6 of the Imperial 
t the report of the 








n With the Majd-e-Sultanch, have attacked the 
bumt the villages and 
{the district of Mergaver, 











clments is merely made up, and that Persian troops and tribes and* 
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the commanders of the Imperial troops were commanded to expel tliem beyond the 
district of the status quo (sic), and to take measures to prevent further enerouclments, 
which might disturb the peace of the frontier, and to report. 


This is the Porte’s reply. I trust your Highness will (ake measures to prevent 
ronchments, and to inform me of a Satisfactory result, in order that | may tell my 
Government. : i 


(Signed) CHEMSUDDIN BEY, 
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Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edicard Giey—(Received September 8, 


— . Gulabiole, August V5, 1907. 
Ii Minister bias just informed me that the: Maces-Sultanel his sont to 
nto warn him that the Persian Government would shortly apply oflicially to the 
icli Government for a financial expert to advise the National Bank. ‘This offer, 
Was somewhat embar He liad vecontly received 
ram from M, Bompard, French Amb » Petersburgh, report 
conversation with M, Tsvolsky, said that Tie ve 
tees alten fo esta 5 failures that 
ie did not think the German Government would give the German bank its unqualified 
support; and he expected that the French Goverr from gi 
support to the National Bank. ‘The coneli 


nent was assured that Germany would not. com, 
Government, and expected that Pi 
except under Russian auspi 

M. dela Martinidre: therefore proposed to rep! 


to the Porsiin Goyemnme 
lie would be happy to recomniend ‘his Goyeenment to eomply with thele reyes for 
the appointment of a financial expert to examine and report on the genoral Ananctal 
uation in Persia. But lie proposed to make no specific ugreonient as the employ= 
tnent of the expert as Manager of the National Bank, which ns yot had no aot 
Speaking in more general terms, M. de tn Martinidre iiformed me that, afte 
close and enrefitl examination of the geneial situation in Persia, he Nad come to th 
eouclusion that a déteautéte hetwe and and Russia in Persia would he moi 
than not to lead to that the hope of Brinice, would he per 
ieved that w Condominium or dual control would. be 
And a dual loamy could only lead! to dil control, Speak 
: npean point of view —whiel was the main interes 
ie would say that the solution of the present financial difficulties of Persia would be 
ad not in an Anglo-Rin n with Anglo-Russian control, but in some inter. 
rangement in which France would ha’ share, Her constant and net 
presence would, he thinks, avert the danger incident to an Aniglo-Ruseitn téte-a-téte 
He added that he was haunted hy lis Morocean experiences, He was convinced thit 
Gesmany woul insist on playing her pant and on tying tier place tn the sii, And 
lio thought there was G wl already made her private 
that Germany: should come as 
n ited intrider, ‘Nese considerations led him 
ta 1 that the wisest course to follow would he that France should send 
nancial expert to report on the gencral hat if the report was favourable, 
theasiies should be taken for opening. the Brenchy money market to.a joint loan, and 
that German finance should not be excluded. Me added that if Issa advance 
dnoney to Persia it would inne ponse of France, and that Branco hat 
wry nas to how the money would be expended, and 
petition of those circumstances which liad led to 
i fast int which France had heen so great a sufferer, 

r tliere is a movement on foot to close the Inzaars as a sign of protes 
tzainst the refusal of the Anlo-Russian_adyanee, and tab the 1 sae ON ti 
ssembly hats told Mr. Rabino that he is in favour of accepting the small advance 

arminged for. But, as sou will recollect, one of the conditions of t 
1 it should be repa 


i 


of France = 


he arlvancw 
‘A short period on the lender's demand. Lt follows 
on 
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that the two Powers, or one of them, ist on the eonclusion of another loan, and 
that the advance implies a loan. A 
T do not believe that the Assembly would consent to an Anglo-Russian loan 


‘They might possibly consent to an international loan in the form of an international 





















Versian bank, although even this is doubtful. - 
‘Tho Minister of Financ inte ne: that le has been obliged to offer his 
resignation, which, however, has not b Some time ago he told me that 





store 
nance 


unless the Slade and the Would consent to some serious steps to, 
financial equilibrium, Iu Continie to bear the responsibility. of 
Minister in a State which was practically Dankrapt and would consent to no m 
‘of reform, 1 her that the application to the bf Te Minister is the res a 
Navonl-Mulk’s unser representation, and that ie is a sign thet something will at 
list he attempted with a view to relieve the present er 
NS Thave, te. 






















is. 




















(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 
{29491} 207. 

Sir (. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. -(Mereived September 3.) 
eo Clady unet We 1907 





1 HAVE the Nonow to inclose summaries prepared by Mr. Churchill of the 
procecdings of he Assembly and of events in Persin during the last month, 

‘Mhe Russian Government still maintains its determination to abstain from armed 
intervention, in spite of the clforts of Persian courticrs and Russian subordinate officials 
to force its hand, Gun-boats have heen sont to Enzeli, and the frontier force lias. been 
inorensed, but the Russian Minister assures me that he is convinced that, though it is 
necessary fo make a show of force, small measiires would be w ‘The leaders of the 
Popnlar party are quite avare of the danger of giving foreign Posers an excuse tor 
intervention, and are doing ull in their power to keep the peace, and to prevent atta 
on foreigners, But the antisRussian feeling is bitter and is rowing, and there are 
‘oveusionally manifestations of this sentiment whieh xive cause for ansiety 

‘he financial situation shows no improvement. ‘here is great 
Dazaars, and there is even & movement for tore 
to the Anglo-Russian advance, Many persons would he 
Hopular Fecling against itis still strong, he National Ii 
tHe Finnnee Minister, actuated by the hope of reevivin n 

J the Assembly: to consent to the appointment of a foreig 
adviser, nominally to the Bank, but really to the Government. After a long struggle 
the Government has consented to invite France to name an expert. 

Whe sims dae to the Imperial Bank of Persia are still unpaid, but | understand 
from the Finance Minister that sovious clforts are leing made to meet these engage- 
nents, He hus olfered his resignation, whieh, however, hax not been accepted. He 
will only withtray it definitely on receiving w pledge that the Shab aud the Assembly 
will consent toa scheme of reform whieh will he shortly submitted to them. 

Whe Assembly still continues to sit, and it colelrated the anniversary of the gran 
of the Constitution amid great scenes of popular enthusiasm. But it has done, and is 
doing, nothing of practical value, [ts proceedings are slisorderly, and it comes to no 
decision, ‘The covert opposition of the Shih and his friends is conducted with consider. 
able skill through a section off the priestly party, who are heavily subsidized, ‘They have 
obtained some measure of success, and the reactionary forees show a derable: 
amount of vigour, But the Popular lea Fe not seriously affaid of these enen 
1 of autocracy in Persia is now impossil 
own Members, ‘There is great want of 

































stress in the 








nig the hand of the Assembly with rezard 
ail to see it accepted, but the 















sin 







































Tt ix felt that nuless the Assembly ean do some definite work it will lose the 
confidence of the peopl i hout 
the co-operation or subinission of the Shah it ix impossible to carry out any measure of 
reform, ‘The Assembly has therefore decided to send a deputation with a humble 
address praying the Shih to show his voufidence in the Popular representatives, and t 
alford thea his cordial andl sincere support in the work of saving the nation. ‘The leader 
of the Opposition assured me that le had no beliet in the possibility of persuading the 












247 


Shah to afford his co-operation ; his enmity to the new order of things was too deep: 
rooted. But he believed that unless Tis Majesty received foreign support, that is, 
if Persia were left to herself by foreign Powers, the Shah would be forced to submit, 
and that as soon as he did So, the Assembly could proceed to serious and effective 
work. A member of the Government, and an intimate friend of the Atabek, expressed 
the same opinion. 

The Atabek is ina state of great depression, is alraid for his life, distrustful of the 
Shah, and professes that he is anxious to resign, He is useful as a man holding a 
middle position between Shal and people, ani possessing great experience and 
knowledge of the country, but he is quite ineapable of organizing or administering a 
Government or of cartying out any torough-going reform, His one iden is to get 
possession of a sum of ready money to tide over present difficulties, ‘The want of money 

, indeed, to a zeneral disorganization of the Administration. The ‘Turks have 
seized the opportunity of occupying the fronticr districts, and there are no funds and no 
men available to nicet the danger. ‘he War Minister has been disinissed, and his 
suecessor has not been appointed, ‘Whe road to Ispahan is infested by bandits who 
make a pr robbing the post.  Ispahan is in the hands of the priests, who rule it 
according to their pleasure; but it camot be said that the disorder is greater than has 
frequently occurred before, or that there is any special danger to foreigners, 

If, however, the present disorganization lasts much longer, and if nothing is done to 
restore the finances, the result may very probably be that foreign intervention will be 
the only means of restoring order, A large number of persons, including probably the 
Shab, look forward to such an event with satisfaction. A still larger number are 
determined to prevent it, but it cannot be said that they have ax yet proved their 
determination by a willingness to sacrifice their oyn interests and selfish aims for the 
public wood, At the same time, all observers appear to be agreed that the popular 
ani patriotic movement is a very strong one, and is @ new and formiduble clement in 


T have, &e, 
(Signed) CECLL SPRING-RICE, 
Tnelosine 1 in No, 207. 
No, Monthly Summary. 


General Situation. 


NILE north-west of Persia continues to be in an unsettled condition, but the rest 
of the country appears to be normal, and the sitnation at Tehran is unchanged, 


Tehran. 


1. His Highness: 
War, but n 


3. A new Russian officer has arrived at Tehran, and is to be tutor to the Shah's 
son, Mohammed Mehdi Mirza, the Valiahd, 

1. A bomb exploded a few days ago outside the house of Ala-ed-Dowleh, lately 
Governor-General of Fars, but no damage was done. He shortly afterwards sent for a 
mnember of His Majesty's Legation and asked that the British and Russian Lexations 
should make joint representations to the Shah, pointing out that there no longer existed 
security for life or property. ‘There scem, however, to. be indications that the “hom” 
was a inilitary hand grenade imported two years ago with a consignment of arms by the 
Persian Government, and that the “outrage” was arranged by the Ala.cd-Dowleh 
himself; prolably by the Shah’s orders, to throw discredit on the Popular patty, 

5. The party of the prominent Mujtehed, Sheikh Fazlullah, in opposition to the 
Assembly, is still in sonctuary at Shahiabdulaziin, where there have been several collisions 
between menibers of the two parties, Emissaries have heen sent by Sheikh Fualullah to 
the provinees, and in particular to Ispalan, where the activity of the independent 
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Mujteheds, Agh 
suiecessfil eampaign 
gaininis around 

6, ‘The Tchran Assembly, the procecdings of whicl: are reported upon in as 

vanduni, shows sians of considerable decline, ‘The debates are conducted 
irregular manner than usual, and no subject is ever exhaustively dealt wit 
of the 13th August was the most uotenorthy in this respect ; a large vari 
subjects were successively brought up, but no result whatever was reached in any 
licin, and the House adjourned, having done no business at ali, ‘This state of affairs is 
causing considerable disappointment to the supporters of the Assembly, and is 
strengthening the hands of the Reactionary party. : 

7. On the 26th July, the ry of the granting by the late Shalt of the 
Reseript dated the Sth August, 1906, authorizing the institution of the National 
‘Assembly, a nationat celebration was held at the Palace of the Assembly at which the 
Corps Diplomatiqie attended. ‘The proceedings were marked with extraordinary 
enthusiasm, 

The Malck-etTujjar continues to remain in refuge at the Russian Legation, 
Which insists on the right to send a member of the staff to attend the trial in an 
oficial capacity, as well a> an official assurance of security for the Maleh’s life and 
property, ese demanis were not accepted by the Persian Government, the 
Russian onsidering the position, ‘The violent attack on the Russian 
Legation which appeared inan article in. the ‘Tehran newspaper “ Habl-ul-Matin” has 
Ueen reported upon in a separate despatch, - 

9, Mhe Russian Legation wrote at the beginning of August to the Persian Govern- 
ment that the want of security for Russian lives and property on the verther horders 
would oblige the Russian Government to take measures to safeguard the interests of their 
subjects in those regions unless the Persian Government saw their way to givin 
elective protection, 

10. Madame de Hartwig, accompanied by M.Capehal (the Russ 
the Shit), and by Captain Khobaietl, an officer of the Cossack Brigade, proceeded last 
month on w tout into Mazanderan, taking the direct rouce north of ‘Tehran to the 
Caspian; Madame de Hartwig is reported to have reached Resht, and to be returning 
by thie route to Mehran : 

11, Dhe report of the ‘Turkish military movements on the Uriia border have 
caused considerable sensation, as the Persiin Commander telegraphed ditt when the 
‘Turkish troops bombarded his camp at Mergaver they killed several finndred men and 
ok aw nuinber of prisoners. Turkish Ambassador here asserts that he had ae 
information whatever on the subject, and, referring to the whole question, said, “ Pour 

oi, cela n'existe pas,” 





Nejefi and his brother, Sheikh Norullah, sliowed pron 
inst the Assembly. The anti-Mejliss propaganda seems to be 















































































attaclied to 

























Azerbaijan, 


‘The situation at ‘tabreen continues to be calm, but at Ardebil there has een a 
reoniluseence of the disturbanees reported fast month. Whe Russian Agent has been 
the objet at’ she attacks of the people, sho Inoted his his, 

AAG Astana, the buildings of he Russian fisheries have heen burned, 

Mhe Purkish advance on Urmia, ant the encounter between the Persian force sent 
to punish the Kurdish tribe responsible tor the murter of the Amer jonary and 
the Turkish troops, result killing of several hundred Pers them: 
apie of inter orb tojiorted ayon in a separate despateh, 

Prince Firman Parma, Minister of Justice, las heen sent off in. great haste to take 
over the Governorship. of (ie province from NizameuleMulk, who was powerless to. deal 
With the situation ‘arma will wo doubt find the task quite as ditficule as his 
predecessor, as the Popilar party mistrust him, notwithstanding his strenuous efforts to 
Conciliate them, — He was, however, an eneniy of the Atabog Azam, who eagerly s 
the opportunity: to send hin away from "Petiran 

An incident occurred at Tabrece arising out of the seizure of some of the relative: 
of the Russian Tajirebashi by peasants, ‘The Russias Consul-General set out, accom 
panied ty his Cossacks, to release them, In the village of Bashminch he was met by a 
Dand of revolutionaries, who, loading their rifles, refused to allow him to proceed, Tt is 
said that hie ordered his eseort to load and fite, whereupon the revolutionaries gave way 
‘Mhis niatter was taken wp by: the Assembly’ at 'Vehiran, and was quoted as a fresh 
esample of the Russian Const 's hostile feeling towards Persians. 

‘om Astra it is reported tha 
Persian shore 
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Resht, 





quiet. 






there and at Resht. 








incident is now closed, 





the six Advisers to the Governor-General, 









Meshed, 









business is transacted, and the staff believe that it is under dis 






Bank. 






and Kirmai 







without warning. 






quarantine, 






Sabzawar for the house of the Russian Agent and a second strip 











TurbateiHaidari, 
1 









Ispuhan. 










the Tehrin Assembly, whom he declares to be 






nderstood that the Tehran Assembly has sent a representa 
influence of this emissary. 






he was unable to arrest the persons who li 
opposition of the Aghas, fe., Agha N 





fi and his brother. 









isan. 









onsulate. 












movement seems confined to the Clerical party, and is being oppose 
Governor. 








Kerman. 








break off relations with the Governor. ‘The latter mai 
the ee ae the Russian Consul would only lead to a riot, 
21 








1, The Russian Bank is reported to be ina very stagnant condition, 











1, Minor disturbances have occurreil in the districts, but the town ‘has remained 
2, The arrival of two Russian gun-boats at Enzeli has caused great excitement 

8. ‘The death of a Seyyed, who was said to have been shot during a quarrel by a 
Badkubei, a Russian subject, caused great excitement, and led to the closing of the 
bazaars, but the relatives of the Seyyed having agreed to accept blood money the 


4. The Delegates of the National Assembly are busy arranging for the election of 


Very little 


3 ion to close the 
Bank in fayour of the German Bank, ‘There are some forty Russian employés in the 


Forty-seven Russian Cossacks, constituting reliefs for Meshed, ‘Turbat, Seistan, 

have arrived at Meshed, where their arrival caused much fecling, hes 
are being reinforced by a second force, and are to remain at Meshed for some time, ns 
the Consuls at Bunder Abbas and elsewhere have telegraphed that the reliefs cannot 
cross the Lut at this time of year. ‘he Russian military authorities sent: the men off 


3, ‘The Russian Consul-General is pressing the Karguzar to inform him to which 
Department of the Persian Government he should apply for the expenses of the Karen 


4, The Governor-General is being pressed from ‘Tehran to give a piece of land at 
for a cometery, 


¢ local “ Anjuman continues to gain influence, and is generally appealed to by 
people who would formerly have tried to purchase the Governor's support. 






1, An emissary of Sheikh Fazalullah of Tehran lias arrived to form a party against 


\ s h ulidels and Babis"; he adds that the 
effect of parliamentary institutions will be to annihilate the religion of Islam. 


Tris 


ive to counteract the 


2. The Aghas retain their influence, so much so that the Governor declared that 
the Consulate Ghiolam, in view of 









1, The Russian Consulate has incurred some unpopularity with the Mujteheds of 
Scistan by an attempt to exercise rights of ownership over a cemetery near the 


2. The Mollahs of Seiston haye been preaching in favour of a local Assembly, and 
telegrams on the subject have possed between them and the ‘Tehran Assembly. The 


by the Deputy 


The Russian Consul continues to press for a public withdrawal from the pulpit of 
the remarks made against him by Haji Mirza Mohammed Reza, and has threatened to 
tains that the attempt to enforee 


tr) 
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Kermanshah. 





i fi eGovernorship; he is exceedingly 
1. The Zahir-ed-Dowleh has been confirmed in the Governorship ; he is ¢ ly 
popular with all classes, but it is generally said that he is too lenient for Kermansbah 
nder present citeumstances. " . 
vies The town continued quiet, as far as the rival parties are concerned, but robbery 
and murder are of constant occurrence, and the town cannot be considered safe at night 
for yedestrims, 








Shiraz. 





Nizam-ul-Sultaneh, whose delay to return the call of His Majesty’s Consul 
had given ve ton protest on the pert of the latter, ealled on Mr, Grahame on the 
duly. 4 
aero ieee aor nouniotinnteste bron kn itKArR ae no road rohiberies have been 
reported recently, ‘The condition of Shiraz is apparently quiet. 





Bushire. 


_ ‘The spread of laylessuess in Bushirw during the last few months is the subject of 
vemati and attributed (o the ineapacity of the Governor. Quite recently the barber 
of tho Residency sepoys nas robbell on the high rou only 2 miles fom town, and a 
House in the town inhabited by an employé of @ British firm was broken into and over 

worth of goods stolen, , 

Fa re ces igeaaacoie donties lanbere sorerean hie arice onthe th July 
ait eit for Bussorah the same day. She brought 20 eases matches, 8 eases beet, 
35 cases glasavare, 10 bundles paper, 20 bundles cotton, and 83 cases indigo, On the 
aurrival of the *Savoin” trom Babrein the local agent of the firm, Herr Krumpeter, 
Game off to her with his wite, While his b ‘approaching the ship he was warned 
by Assistant Surgeon Ives, ‘the Quarantine Medieal Oficer, that the ship vas in 
anrantine anil Me could nt boas Nex, Nevertheless he forced his vay on oar, 
Accompanied by his wife, while Dr. Ives vas below, On being directei! to consider 
Hinwelf in quarantine he refised and appealed to the Ohiet Quarantine Officer 
(Resileney Surgeon). Captain Williams eonitmed the order, anil Here Krunpeter 
ental went to quarantine after trying to foree bis vay ashore at Bushire. |e 
protested violently AL the time, but no further developments have oeeurred, It is 
hoteworthy that the captain and officers of the ship were friendly to the Quarantine 
Oflicer throughout, 

































Bunder Abbas. 





‘i 1 re een seer everal occasions at 
M, Ovseenko, the Russian Consul, has reeontly been seen on several vecasions a 
ight nevus tough the tovn disguised as a Persian, ‘The Deputy, Governor as 
informed His Majesty's Consul that the night-wateh had reported the fact to him, 
EE aE ned) G. PB, CHURCHILL, 











Guilatek, ugust 15, 1907. 


Supplement to the Monthly Summary. 





eral at Ispaban telegtaphs that all trade is paralyzed by 
ni that Tange ands of ‘akhtiars oecupy the road between 


tis Majediys ¢ } 
the inseenrity of the roads : 
Sarklianl Nizamabad. lle adds that every one who passed! during last weok was robb 
Including: two posts, and that the Governor declares ie is helpless. 


(Initialted) G@ 














Peliran, August V5, 1907 


Inclosure 2 in No. 297, 





30 fo August 13, 1907. 


Summary of Proceedings of Persian National Assembly from Tu 





Saturday, July 20— special siting vas held in the moming to discuss the 
proposed Concession for a Gi bank, ‘The Foreign Minister was present, and the 
proposed Agreement vas read, After considerable discussion it was decided to resume 
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the sitting in the afternoon as the House was very poorly attended, which was due to 
the fact that notice of the special sitting had not reached all the Members owing to the 
strike of the Government servants attached to the Assembly, ‘The sitting was resumed 
al 6 Pat, and a prominent feature was the active support given in debate by the 
President to certain clauses of the German Agreement which were strongly eriticized by 
the House, ‘The President particularly defended the clause giving the Bank the « right 
to undertake all kinds of financial and commercial operations, both on its own account 
and on behalf of others.” A draft Agreement with further amendments was eventually 
reail, but votes were not east, as there was a strong feeling in favour of the further 
insertion of a clause giving the Persian’ Government the right to inspect the Bank’ 
accounts, 

Sunday, July 21.—An hour was devoted to the reading of a Bill dealing with the 
Ministry of the Interior, but no business was done. Preparations were in progress at 
the Palace of the Assembly and in the adjoining square for the celebrations to be held 
on the 25th July, on the occasion of the anniversary of the late Shah’s Reseript granting 
the right to institute the National Assembly, 

At the same time steps were being taken unoflicially to obtain the dismissal of 
Mushir-ul-Mamalek, « taxation officer at Yezd, against whom the people had complained. 

Tuesday, July 23.—A special sitting was held with closed doors at 10 A.st., to 
finally pass the German Bank Concession, ‘The Foreign Minister, Mohtashemees- 
Sultaneh (representing the Atabek-i-Azam), and Mukhber-es-Sultanch (apparently 
representing German interests) were present, Nearly every Article was again hotly 

ontested by the Deputies, ‘Taki Zadé, the notorious Democrat, did not speak. 
Mukhber-es-Sultaneh acted all through as spokesman on behalf of the Germans, and 
quently defended their cause. He lost his temper on one vceasion when a abrees 
Member proposed to postpone the easting: of votes until a public sitting was hell, He 
accused the House of wishing to delay giving a decision, and said that if the Coucession 
‘was not passed without further procrastination the German Minister would ask for an 
audience of the Shah, and would break off diplomatic relations’ with the Persian 
Government. At length yotes were cast with the following result 


07 
Alstentions 1) : ‘ u 


TENG ag Yee bh as 7 


A copy of the final Concession is inclosed in Sir C, Spring. 
of the 12th August, 

Thursday, July 25.—Vhe anniversary of the granting by the late Shahi of the 
Reseript dated the Sth Augnst, 1906, was celebrated with great enthusiasm. ‘The Corps 
Diplomatique was invited and attended, Besides the Mujteheds and a large attendance 

nid otliers, a number of Persian Ministers and prominent personages were 

the Atabok-i-\zam, Ma-es-Sultauch, Naser-ul-Mulk, Pirnian Tarma, 

inltan, Shoa-es-Sultanch, Se, Speeches were delivered and addresses were road i 

support of the popular cause, declaring that oppression had been done away with, snd 

that the evils of autocraey had been swept away. After dark there was a tine display of 

fireworks. The Shul’s Reseript, which ran as follows, was read to the assembled 
people, who loudly cheered :— y 


despatch No, 176 


“ His Highness the Mtabek-i-Azam. On this occasion, when the most loyal nation 
of Persia is celebrating a national festival in. thanksgiving for the great benevolence ol 
ion to Persia, and is showing its loyalty to us and 

x expression { and patriotic desires, your Highnoss is commanded by us 

to convey verbally to the National Assembly our great satistiction and our congratula. 
nu to inform them of our Keen desire for the greatness of the 

Government and the wellare and progress of the nation. We hope that with th 
co-operation of the Ministers and the national Representatives in this second year 
the Constitution our desires for the organization and the improvement of” the 
fovernment ard the nation will be put into execution more than ever in order 


that the ancient Kingdom of Persia may reach the highest degreo of glory and of 
civilization.” 


Thie crowd of spectators in the square adjoining the Palace of the Assembly was 
very dense, and probably over 20,000. persons took part in the celebrations, His 
Majesty’s Minister was treated with marked consideration, and a number of the Popular 
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sonstitntion, ‘The Presidents answer was not intelligible, and the matter was 
rope yliniater for Roreign Affairs, who was present, made a statement respecting 
the Turkish frontier force, which, he declared, had Leen withdrawn from Persian territory. 
Tle added (hat arrangements were being made fora joint. inquiry to be held inty the 
facts on the actual border, He further offered’ to, lay before the House all th 
dorrespondence ou the subject, and after thesitting the members were at liberty to look 
{lirough ie file of papers on the subject which the Foreign Minister had brought, 
including the notes exchanged with the British and Rassian Legations. : 
Finally the proposed address to the Shak was read and manimously approved of. 
(Signed) @.-P, CHURCHILL 
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ir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edioard Grey.—(Received 





‘eptember 3.) 


(No. 151) 





Gulahek, August 16, 1907, 
oun to inform you formation reached me last night to 
the ellect tliat a week ago the Oriental Se of the Russian Legation adresse 
letter fo the President of the Assembly, inclosing a draft note which the Minister 
suil to send to the Assembly, ‘he letter is a personal one, and sed to the 
jot in his private ‘The draft letter is to. the following effect. (Lam 
possession of the text, but Fam informed of its cont Flio has Seon it,) 
According to the statement whieh hasreached me, the draft lett is by expressin 
tho warn feelings of the Russia Government towards the Porsian peop! 

the prajudice which has heen excited by certain interested 
i) the Assembly that Russia ire Hut, for the we 
and the people, he object of uss to protect Persia from lier enomie 
amid (0 support her people in thei Jo for reform. It then proceeds to express 
the sexret with which the Russi ment has notived that, contrary to all 
pectitions, disorders have broker hout the country, My in th 
cis border ‘on Russia, Russ ferent to this state of th 
1 is deiximental ike to Russian interests. For lier own sake, 
and for Lhe force stops to restore 
onder in Persin if th ‘of things continues, and for this purpose she is ready to 
make use of herarmy, whieh stands in readiness in ease of emergency. 

Aer consultation it was decided that the President should! he insteweted to send 
Dack the draft with stat ‘of whieh is inelosed herewith, You will 
obsonve fiat the Russian t e from the draft the minatory 
clauses, With the omi dd that tie letter will h 
an excellent olfeet when publish uted by a ceference to thi 
nassures whi 

This inefdont las i 
ihe oper threats used by the Bis 
Knowledge of the Shah and the Atubow 

M. de Hantwig, whom [lave frequently seen lately, line not mentioned hie 
nintter to me, Ina conyersition, how Hi Ne hid’ to-day with the Bi 
Minister, he stated that inthe inter weuce and order he had thought it dé 
ta address a sirious warming to the Persian people, He coud 
Jonge in thie continuance of the disonters whieh so serigusly afected 
He Ind therefore consulted the President of the Assembly iva pri 
Way as to the terms ofa letter to he addressed hy him to the Assembly, publicly veut 
oul in hit body, and subseque i tion of the Persian 
people. Me was still in commrnieation-w esidtent, and hoped that shortly 
would at an widerstanding as to the forms of the lette 

T thinks it vouy likely that lie dil not anticipate the premature publication of te 
draft, or the effects on public opinion of his reference to the possible employment of 
Russian troops to restore order in Persia. 1 | that the events in Baku of 1905, 
Which led fo the anassiere of about 500 Persian subjects, or persons of Persian origi 
‘ilo at the {imen profound impression on public opinion, whieh was inereased by the 
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fact that no compensation of any sort has since been paid to any of the sufferers, and 
that the Russian Government disclaimed all responsibil 
Thaye, &c. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE, 


Tnclosure in No. 298. 
President of Assembly to M. Batiouschkoff, August 16, 1907, 


PILE statement to be read at the National Assembly from your Legation whielr 

you sent,and which contained expressions of good-will, has been carefully peruse 
hhas caused the greatest gratitude, But as the real object of the communication of 
this document to the National Assembly is the removal of certain misunder= 
standings, 1 consider it more advisable, with the purpose of assisting inthis high 
object, that a few of the phrases at the end of the communication, which have 
heen specially underlined, sould be altered and corrected, and that the document: 
should then he read out. For it is possible that the reading ont of those pliases 
may detract from the good effect of the principal portion of the document and 
weaken its effect. ‘The following matter is also added by way of explanation that, as 
the occurrence of certain difficulties ix the natural result of « change in the funda- 
mental principles Government of the State, it sould not caus» any anxwty to 
ile Tmperial Russian Government, In the same way that, during the enurse of the 
ss, the Imperial Russian Government, huvin auged its form of Govern- 
Constitutional one, was confronted with difficulties and disturbances, and 
the absolute anarchy at Baku and elsewhere was the cause of great loss in Tile and 
property to the subjects of this State, Especially in view of the fact thal the Persian 
overnment is taking all measures in its power fo remedy this state of aflains, and to 
establish oriler and security in the count wshort time Uieresult of these steps 
will bring about internal and external 
In conclasion, for the above considerations, the document ix herewith inelosed in 
onler that, after the alteration of its last two or three sentences, it should be returned, 

when it will be read with great pleasure in the Assombly, 





(29516) No, 209, 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Bilieard Grey. (Received Septonlier ,) 
(No, 423. 
i", Si. Petersburgh, August VT W007. 

1 CALLED by appointment on M, Isvolsky this afternoon in ofder to ascertain 
from him what news He had reecived as to the incidents whieh had occurred on tho 
ureo- Persian frontier; and shortly before my: visit Thad the honour fo rec 
telegrams, which communicated the news from Tekst in regard toa miss 
Scerctary to the Russian Legation to the President of the Persian Assembly: indenting 
1 possibility of Russian armed intervention in Persia, [therefore took advantage of m 
interview ith his Excellency to ask him if, owing to the events which had taken 
jlace, he was under any gpprehensions as to the disorders spreading to the Russian 

ontier. M, Isvolsky Said that, of course, the disturbed condition in Northern Persia 
was always a cause of uneasiness to the Russian authorities, and that they had to 
watch events very carefully. 1 inquired if there were at the present monient: any 

J reasons for apprehension, and his Exccllen plied that he was not aware of 
any. Tasked if hie liad revived Iately any spectal news of interest. from ‘Tehran 
connected with the Assembly, and he said that nothing ached him on that point 
lately, though he could not quite understand the ups and downs in the relations 
between the Shak and the Chamber, Me had receiyed a long telegram this morning 
from M. Hartwig, which he would read to me, bat it reluted solely to the events on 
the Turco-Persian frontier, 

T thought T should be meeting y 
oe could see h unawa 
the app: 
tea 


ing, amd did not give me 
il quitesure that M, Isvolsky: would 
Ye measures were seriously contemplated or imminent on the 
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part of the Russian Government, and I much donbt if he is cognizant of the unusual 
step taken by a member of the Russian Legation in corresponding with the President 
of the Assembly on a matter of polities! importance an ssniicane, 
pave, 6 
(Signed) 















NICOISO! 





[29517] No. 800. 


Sir A, Nicolson lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3.) 





he =) St. Petersburgh, August 18, 1907. 

TASKED M, Isvolsky yestenlay what news le liad received relative to. the 
incursion of Turkish troops into Persian territory, and he said that the urkish 
Ambassior had left a Memorandum with him on tho 14th instant, which he would 
rea (o mo, and from which I could seo that the Sublime Porte explained. the matter 
fs being an unprovoked aggression on the part of the Persians, which the ‘Turkish 
troops had necessarily heen obliged to repulse, and to pursue the assailants over the 
frontier, ‘This was, lis Exeelleney said the light in whieh the Sublime Porte desired 
the Russian Government to regard the occurrences, but a telegram which he had just 
received from the Russian Minister at Tehran put a very different complexion on'the 
incidents. Heread to me tho eommunieation whieh had reached him from ME Hartwisz, 
‘nd which was practically to the sumo elfect as the information yow had received from 
‘Noliran, 

T gave M, Tsvolsky a short résumé of the inform 1 you had been ood 
‘rough to transmit to this Embassy, and told lim that the Ambassador at Cone 
stantinople had been instructed to speak to tho Russian and United States? Ambas- 
sudlors, and to. urge upon the Sublime Porte that orders should again bo sent for 
tio willidrawal of the Turkish troops. M, Isvolsky said that le would request 
M, Zinoview to concert with Sir N. O'Conor, but he did not quite understand. why 
tle United States’ Ambassudor should he consulted, T said that the United States 
Had soverdd missionaries at Urumin, and their Government were naturally: deeply 
interested in what might hofall thom during the disturk Of course the question 
ol the frontier was a matter for tho Russian and British Governments to deal with, 
M. Lavolsky appearel to be quite satisfied, T added that my Government. considered 
dle alfair to be of importance, AS St us complications me feel arise, 

have, fe, 
(Signed) "A, NICOLSON. 







































































[29518] 





St. Petersburgh, August 20, 1907. 
VE M, Isvolsky, on my return from London, x copy of the proposed Declara- 
tion which would be published simultaneously with the Arrangement concerning 
Persia, and which dealt with the question of the special interests of Great Brita 
the Persian Gulf, Ihave the honour to trausmit a copy of an nide-mémoire which 
have recoived from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, sayinig that that Departmei 
no objection whatever to the publication of such a Declaration, and anerely reeti 























Thave, Se. 2 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 








Inclosure in No. 301, 
Aide-Mémoire, 


AYANT pris connaissance du projet de Ja Déclaration que le Gouvernement 
Britannique se propose de faire sur la question du Golfe Persique, le Ministre 
Impérial des Affaires Etrangires s'empresse de faire savoir A! Ambassade d’Angleterre 
quill ne voit aucun inconyénient A ce qu'une pareille Déclaration soit faite. 
Le Ministére croit seulement devoir faire observer i l'Ambassade que la deuxiéme 
phrase du deuxiéme alinéa du projet ne rend pas d'une manire tout A fait exacte le 
sage de V'aide-mémoire Russe remis ‘hur Nicolson Je 14 27) Juin, 
au point de vue du Gouvernement. Impérial sur les intéréts do In Grande: 
Bretagne dans le estion, et qu’alin de rendre cette phrase pis conforme au 
texte original il serait nécessaire de dire que Je Cabinet Impérial n’entond pas nier Tes 
intéréts spéviaux de l’Angleterre dans le Golfe Persique. 


[29519] No, 302. 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3,) 


(No. 426.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, August 20, 1907, 

T WROTE a private letter to M, Isvolsky in regard to the form in which the 
seyeral Conventions should be drawn up, and’ I told hin that His Majesty's Govern 
ment would wish that they should be signed hy himself and mo as Plenipotentiaries of 
our respective Sovereigns and furnished with full powers, I said that as the 
instruments treated of questions of great importance, and, in faet, laid down the bases 
on which the future relations of the two countries in Central Asin would in great 
measure he conducted, it would visable that they should be cast in a formal 

ape. Tt was of especial importance that the preambles should bo retained, and 
these, to my mind, would more naturally preface a Convention than an Arrangoment, 

Isvolsky, in conversation, had Some doubts on the subject, and subsequently 
embodied his views in an aide-mémoire, of which T have the honour to transmit a copy. 

Thave telegraphed to you on the subject, but this despatch will reach your hands 
after your decision has been received by me, and I therefore simply forward the 
document which M. Isvolsky has communicated to me. 

Thaye, &e, 
(Signed) \. NICOLSON 


Tnelosure in No, 802, 
Aide-mémoire. 


cords qui ont été conclus entre I’Angleterre et la France, un 

ude Ia forme d'ine Convention, celui qui concerne la ‘Terres 

ve et PAfrique, 5 

Tl sembl es relations inten entre deux Mtats il ne peut 

Convention que lorsqu'il s'agit de droits rentrant dans Vidéo de la 

in effet, les Accords Anglo-Frangais concernant les territoires sus 

les deux Etats ont respectivement des droits souverains, 

ne Convention; tandlis que les Actes ayant trait au Siam, at Maroc 

(tats indépendants), et & 'Baypte (Etat vassal d'une Pui revétent la 

forme de Déclarations. Or, dans le cas actuel d’un Accord i conclure entre Angleterre 

et la Russie, il est A prendre en considération que la Perse étant un Btat indépendant, 

et le Thibet étant un al d'an autre Etat indépendant—Ia Chine—les deux 

Parties Contractantes sur ces régions aueuns droits souverains dont. elles 
pourraient disposer a leur guise, 

Quant & la question du. préambule, sa pré vimplique pas inévitablement la 

forme de Convention onséquent obligation de faire ratifier I'Acte International 

lequel il se trouve—A preuye Accord RussoJaponais qui vient Wétre sigué lo 

30) cTuille, it coutient un préambule et n'a yas Gté muni do la ratification 
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(29581) No. 306. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Eduard Grey.— (Received September 3.) 
Gonds) St, Petersburgh, August 29, 1907. 
YT AVE the honour to jt copy of an aidemémoire which 1 com- 
municatel to M, Tsvolsiy, on the 27th iustant, and in whieh 1. guve his Exeallenes 
the information as to the Tehran-Meshed and the Telian-Khanikin telegraph Tines a8 
cannnninicated to ine in your tilegram No, 162 of the 27th instant. 1 to-day added the 
information in-an aide-mémoire as to British signallers being at the Tehran and the 
Heald olicee jlasvany inado- any remarka on! tovsabjocty ow. did/noesthink it 
y should write any. . 
eel cearrie ‘of an exchange of notes on the subject of the eitieo 
of the tlegraph lines, | conveyed to-day to M. Isvolsky your opinion that it would be 
profevible havo an exchange of notes than to embody the Arrangement as an annex 
Mhich would have to he published with the Convention, This latter mode of procedure 
ould donbiless offend Persian susceptibilities, and it would consequently be advisable 
to defer publication until the consent of the Persian Government hud been obtained. 
His xc said that he entirely sl on the point; but he 
night. it would be a Tittle clumsy. incorpora 
F some discussion with an expert allicial of his Dope 
iv sen (obo et to preserve th foray of he, anes, ut to teat it 
porfuctly distine je from the Conve pn, and to entitle an A ui 
AAT Tovey self would sign tie doen i not be published 
until {Hie vonsent of the Po A sentence to the 
folloyvinng effect was added a Grande-Brotasme 























neces 























































chargoront Teups Reprdsontants iT sire conjointementdes démarches 
the Gonyeruement Persan a Peltor @obtenir Te consentenment de celu 
iniquées ekeesstis!” [trust you will approve this solut 
a short aid 5 
Ye4 is transinitted in my despatch No. 








Bynbassy had much pleasure in t 
respect to the prolongation of ce 





sh instant, anil stating that His Q 
Of the contents of his eommunnie 
‘Doleggraph Concessions. 





ist 





L have, &. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 





Inclosure in No, 306. 
Aide-mémoire, 
te to His Majesty’s Government 


ts aide-mémoire 
in regard to the 








shed and Tehran-Wh 
jesty's Banbas 


uikin telegraph lines. ‘ 2 
‘ved! this morning: the desired information, and hasten 






















to communicate it to the Lnperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs. : 
ithe ‘PehuieMeshed telegraph line isthe property of the Persian Telegraph 
sition aul ix worked by that Administration, and His Majesty's Government 









Tn 1885, 
lowed the 





Haye no knowledge of the « inistration or of t 
wings fo repeater andl prolonged interraptions, the 2 
















maintenance of the line 10 he taken over by the Indo-European Department as a 
tomparury meastre. ‘The telegraph line was put in order by the Indo-European 
De} i tonance lias remained in the hands of the Department 












ont could be terminated at any moment either by His M: 
Government or by the Persian Government, as there is 110 formal Agreement. ; 
of a contribution of 15,000 krans per annum by the Persian Government, the mainte- 
mimee of the line eosts about 12,000 rupees per ann 














Telegraph Admi 
revenue. The Indo-European Department has at pre 









St, Petersburgh, August 14 (27), 1907. 





stration, and His Majesty's Government have no knowledge as to its 


sent no control over the line, but 


has a right by a Convention of 1872 to assume such control should it wish to do 0. 











[29533] No. 307. 
















ON the 2; 





h instant M, Isvolsky read to me a 
from the Russian Minister at Tehran, reporting 
officially applied to the French Mi 
M. de Hartwig was of opinion that there would be 
being engaged, especially as the Persia 
funetionary from Luc 









ally be 







following conditions: (1) That he should enga 
(2) that he should not assist in the organization of 

nild not treat in regard to a fore 
n Representatives. 
Tn reply to'a question on his part, T told! his 
Sir ©, Rice also saw no objection to the enga 
that he had not mentioned, to my knowledge, any cor 
appointment, 

Yesterday M. Tsvols! 
he would then be ina position to come to a d 
that he had alluded to the question in conve 
he understood from the latter that the French @ 
to «conclusion, would be pre 
British Governments, 













ixion 
















St. Petersburgh, August 80, 1907. 


ister for the services of a French financi 


French Government to decline their request. M. 
considered that. the appointment of a Freneh expert should be made depend 
ge not. to intew 





Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3.) 


telogram which he had received 
that the Persian Government had 
1 expert. 
no objection to a ronch expert 








Government would apply for a Swiss 


under German influence were the 
de Hartwig at the same tine 
nt on the 
maiters ; 
al that, 
h and 





xo in. polit 
he National Ban’ 





and 
ni loan without informing tle Britis 


Excellency that I believed that 
iwement of a French expert, but 
nitions as being attached to the 





said that he would consult the Finance Minister, and that: 


on the subj 





Mo mentioned 


sition with the French Ambassador, and 
yerninent, before 
wed to come to an understanding Ww 





ing the matter 
Ws the Russian and. 





Thaye, &e, 


(Signed) A. NICOLSON. 












(29535) No, 308, 








Sir A, Nicolson fo Sir Edward Cirey—(Re 





I HAVE the honour to t 
If to-day 


nsmit herewith a d 

























Tnelosure in No, 08, 











Arrangement conceruant les Lignes Téléjraphiques de Mée 


LE télégraphe de T 
dans l'Article I de V'Arna 
stration Russo aus mémes conditions auxquel 

Je TAdininistration Angla 

anne partie dit telégraphe Méched- 
cette ligne est divisée en deux sections & Khafy la sect 
de PAdministration Russe ot Ia section au sud du in 









ran-Méched, rentrant en 




































1) 





SL P 


nant ta Perse, passera di 





stration Anglaise, aux mémes conditions, en ce qui regardle les doux si 


received September 8.) 





terstnurgh, August 81, 1907. 
document which was signed by 


providing for certain arrangements to be mide in 





connection with the telegraph lines between Tehran and Meshed and between Meshed 
and Nasratabad. 
LT have, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON, 


‘cher! 





Séistan et Mérhed-Téhéran, 


entier dans la zone mentionnée 
le ressort de 


les il se trouve actucllement dans 






stan traverse la zone susmentionnée, 


ion au nord do ce point ressortit 

ie point ressortit de I’Admini- 
tions de la 
Bx 
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ligne, auxquelles le télégraphe se trouve actuellement dans le ressort de l'Administra~ 


tion Russe. 


3. Vu quinn régime mixto sur une ligne téégraphique présente, ainsi ane. Ie 
jontre la pratique, de nombreux désavantages, deux commutateurs serout placés & 
Kine pur Ie ‘Afin d’éviter des retards, 
m est 





Khaf, in pour Je il Russe, et Yautre pour le fil Angla 


is le 
















nutateur Anglais. 
Pous les dre 





réparations des lignes se tronvant du resort. de 
Angleterre, les se tronvant du res 











;penses qui roviennent actuellement 
hed 


jons, ot 
Tos lignes respectives de Méched—Teéhéran et 

6. Les Gouvernements de Ia ( 
Représentanta a Téhéran de faire cor 
ment Persan & Veffct dobtenir le c 
ci-dessu 








tan. 















Puit a Saint-Pé 





(Signe) A 


.e des télégrammes, vu que la ligne une et entidre de Méched & Sé 
* lignes distinctes et. ind@pendantes, le commutatour Russe pourra 


5, obligitions, et dépenses en ce qui regarde Ventre 


a de soi qu'il ne stagit que de la sor 


hour, en double exemplaire, le 18 (31) Aoit, 1907. 











VAdmi 
ort de 








de-Bretagne et de Russie chargeront leurs 
joiutemient des démarches auprés du Gouverne- 
nsentement de celui-ci aux mesures indiquées 





. NICOLSON. 


ISWOLSKY. 


(Dranslation.) 


Arcangement respecting Telegraph Lines Velwcen Meshid=Seistan and Meshed—Telran, 






ame ipl line between ‘Pehran and Meshed, which is comp: 
Jongth vi Zou mentioned in Article Tof the Arrangement respe: 





ian Administration un 
er British Adiinist 
between Meshed and 





pass nn 
those to which it ist present 
As a part af the telogra 
ignedd zone, this Tine is di : 
is wuder the jurisdiction of the Russia 
south of the sate point ix under the jurisdict 
conditions, as far as the two sections of the line 
Which the’ telegraph line under the jurisdiction of the Ry 
presont subject. 

3. As the management of a tole 

Fence shows; by: numerous disadvantages, two 

fone for the Russian line and the other for the B 
fay’ fav tho s¢ talbatams, in view of the fact that t 
to Seistan is hus divided into two ¢ 
commutator may be eonneeted swith the British coum 
AI) tho’ riglits, obligations, and expenses cone 
mn vontrol, and repair of the tines under the j 
‘tion, sliall revert to 
jurisdiction of the Russian Adu 
ion of tho total amount of rights, obliga 





















ion, ant 





@ concerned, si 











raph line by a mixed Adi 













ish lino. 





with, 















jon to. Russia, 





only a qué f ‘ 
faecrue to Creat Britain or to Russia from the respective lines between Meshed and 


‘Tehran and Meshed-Sei: 





5, Tho Governmonts of Great Britain and Russia will instruct their Repre- 
Goverment in order to obtain the 





sentatives at ‘Teliran jointly: to approach the Per 
assout of the latter to the ineasures above mentioned, 


condition 





in Adp 





sal Britain, and! those wounected with the 
It is of course 
1 at present 





ri 








in crosses the above= 
ion north of this: 
the section to the 
ish Administration, on 
ilar to those to 
inistration is at 








inistration is attended, 
itators wvill be placed at 
In order to avoid 
izle Tine from Meshed 


nes, the Mu: 


the 


isdiction of the British: 
ines 





Done in duplicate, at St. Petersburgh, the 18th (31st) August, 1907. 


(Signed) 


A, NICOLSON. 


SVOLSKY. 


jen, Linspec- 

stration 
‘Adinini- 
me de droits, 
Jeterre ow A Ja Russie sur 













its entire 
‘ia, will 
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(29536) No, 309. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3,) 





(No. 445.) 


Siz, St. Petersburgh, August 31, 1907. 

T HAVE the hononr to transmit herewith the Convention which was signed to-day 
by M, Isvolsky and myself for the settlement of certain questions affecting the interests 
of Great Britain and Russia in Asia, 

Talso beg leave to forward a note which I received from M, Isvolsky in response 
to a communication from me, of which a copy is herewith inclosed, on the subject of 
the entry of scientific missions into hibet. 


Thave, &, 
(Signed) 4, NICOLSON, 





Inclosure 1 in No, 309, 
Convention. 


sté Ie Roi du Royaume-Uni de la Grande-Bretagne et d’Irlando et des 
3 Britanniques au deli des Mors, Emperour des Indes, ct Sa Majosté 
ir de Toutes les Russies, animés du sincbre désir de régler d'un consentement 
mutuel différentes questions touchant aux intéréts de lours Mats sur le Continent 
Asiatique, ont résolu de conclure des accords destinés i prévenir toute cause de 
ndus entre la Grande-Brotagne ot la Russie par rapport aux dites questions et 

A cet effet pour leurs Plénipotentiaires respectif, savoir + 
ia Majesté Te Roi du Royaume-Uni de Ja Grande-Brotagne et d’Ixlande ot des 
‘ 6 Britanniques au deli des M Empereur des Indes, lo Trds Honorable 
Sir Arthur Nicolson, son Ambassadeur Extraordinaire ct Plénipotentiaire pr’s Sa 
Majesté l’Empereur de Toutes les Russies 
Sa Majesté I'Empereur de Toutes le 
awolakysialiais(ra\Gah AtaitoalE ngdres ; 
Losquels, aprds s'étre communiqué leurs pleins pouvoirs, trouvés en bonno ot due 
forme, sont convenus de ce qui suit :— 


PEmp 

















Russies, le Maitre de sa Cour Alexandre 








Arrangement concernant la Perse. 





Bretagne ot de Russi, s'étant mutuellemen 
resp pendance de la Perse et désirant sinedrement In 
prvservation de Vordre dans toute V'étendue do eo pu i 
aussi bien que I'établissement  p. 
Vindustrie de tontes les antr 
Considérint qu 
‘onomiique, un intérét spécial aw m 
provinces de Ja Parso_ cont 















son développement pa 
wont ayantages Cganx pour le commerce et 











pour des raisons ordre yséographique et 
ion de la paix ot de Vordre dans cortaines 
Oil voisines & In frontidve Russo, duno part, et aux 
frontiéres de l’Afgh et du Beloud an, de l'autre; et ¢ désireux d’éviter 
tout motif de conllit entre leurs intéréts respectifs dans les provinces Persanes dout il 
a été fait mention plus haut ; 

So sont snis d’accord sur les termes suivants :— 














L 


Ta Grande-Bretagne stengage A no pas rechercher pour elleanémo ot uo pas 
appuyer en faveur de sujets Britauniques, aussi bien qu’en favour de sujets do 
Puissances tierces, de Concessions quelconqes de nature politique on commircialo, 
telles que les Concessions de chemins de fer, de banques, do télégraphies, de routes, 
de transport, d’assurance, &., au deli d'une ligno allant de Kasri-Chitin par Isfalun) 
Tezd, Khakh, et aboutissant 4 um point sur la frontiére Porsane A Vintersvotion des 
frontitres Russe et Afghane, ot ine pas s‘opposer, diroctomont ou indirectement, A des 
demandes de parcilles Concessions dans cette région, soutenues par le Gouvernement 
Russe, Tl est bien entendu que les localités mentionnées ci-dossus ontrent dans In 
région ot la Grande-Bretagne s'engage A ne pas rechercher les susdites Concessions, 
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I. 


Ta Russie de son cété stengage A ne pas rechercher pour elleméme et & ne 
pas appuyer en faveur de sujets Russes, aussi bien quien faveur de sujets do 
Puissances tierces, de Concessions quelconques de nature politique ou commerciale, 

de télégraphes, de routes, 
t, @assurance, &., au dela dime ligne allant de la frontidre Afghane 
irdjand, Kerman, et aboutissant & Bender Abbas, et & ne pas s'opposer, 
ctement ou indirectement, 4 des demandes de pareilles Concessions dans cette 
région soutennes par le Gouvernement Britannique. Il est enfendu que les 
localités mentionnces ci-dessus entrent dans la région ob la Russie s'engage A ne pas 
reclierchior les susdites Concession: 











ie que Jes Concessions dle chemins de fer, de banque: 
det 
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s'opposer, sans 





re_préalablement 





La Russie stengnge ponr sn part & aie pi 








entenidue avec | 16, i ce que des Concessions queleonques 8 es 
ijots Britunniques dans les régions de lx Perse situées entre les lignes mentionnées 





dans le x Let Il 
Ta Grande-Brotagne prend 


rie 








gement identique en ce qui concerne des 
Coneessions iv donner a «les sujets Russes dans les momes régions de ka Perse, 

‘Voutes les Concessions existant actuellement dans les ignées dans les 
Articliss 1 et 1 sont maintenues 









Iv. 





TI eat entendu que Tes. revenus de toutes Tes 
calles div Farsistan et div Golfo Persique, revenus ant Pamortissement et les 
intéréts des emprunts conclus par le Gouvernement duu Schah la Banque d'Escompte 
ob do Prots de Porse jusquii li dato de la signature du présent Arrangement, seront 
alfeetiis aur mane but_quo par le passé 

Tost dalemententenda quo le 
Golfo Porsique, aussi bien que ceux des pécheries sur le littoral Persan de Is Mer 
Caspienne et ceux des postes et télégraphes seront affectés comme par le passé an 
sorvigo des emprunts conclus par le nement du Schah Ja Banque Impériale de 
Porse jusqu'ti ki date de la signature dis présont Arrangement. 


dounnes Persanes, & Vexception de 




















des douanes Persanes du Farsistan et du 









Vv 





En cas dirrégulari 
bnprants Persans eonelus 
Banquo Impériale de 
ot si ta ndeessité $0 
de revenus gatrantissant 
dos ditos banques et ‘gion 
Arrangement, Ou pour ln Grande-Brotagne a 
ravens garantissint le service réguli 

Daniquies ot siti 





‘ins Pamortissement on lo paiement des intéréts des 
la Banque d’Escompte et de Préts de Perse et A la 
jnsqu'h a date de Ja signature du présent Arrangement, 
ie pour In Russie dlinstituer tun controle sur des sources 
r Ja premitre 
dans VArticle TI du présent 
un contrile sur des sources do 
cniprunts conclus & la seconde des dites 
dans Article du présent Arrangement, 
omonts Anglais ot Russe stengagent & entrer prédlablement dans un échange 
1 on vue do. déterminer d'un commun accord les mesures de controle en 
toute ingérence qui ne serait pas couforme aux principes servant do 

‘ont Arrungenient. 
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Convention concernant Afghanistan. 





Mantes Parties Contractantes, en yue @assurer Ia pari 
frontidres respectivos en Asie Centrale ct le maintien dans cos r6gi 
ef durable, ont conclu Ia Convention suivante == 





sécurité sur les 
ns Wine paix solide 








ARTICLE I. 






Le ment de Sa May 
changer état politique de 1A fa 
Te Gouvernement de Sa i 






Britannique déclare qu'il 
an 
Hiests Britannique s'en, 





pas Vintention de 





en outre, & exercer son 
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fniluence en Afghanistan seulement dans un sens pacifique, et il ne prendra pas 
Juiméme en Afghanistan et n’encouragera pas Afghanistan & prendre des mesures 
menagant la Russie. ; 

De son cété, le Gouvernement Impérial de Russie déclare qu'il reconnait 
PAfghanistan comme se trouvant en dehors de la sphtre de l'influence Russe, et i 
stengage A se servir pour toutes ses relations politiques avec I'Afghanistan de V'inter- 
miédiaire du Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique ; il s'engage aussi & n’envoyer 
aucuns Agents en Afghanistan. 


ARTICLE I. 


Te Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique ayant déclaré dans le Traite signé & 
Kaboul Je 21 Mars, 1905, qu'il reconnait Arrangement et les engagements conclus 
avec le défunt Emir Abdur Rahman et qu'il n'a aucune intention de s'ingérer dans 
Tadministration intérieure du territoire Afghan, la Grande-Brotague sngage A ne pas 
annexer on oceuper, contrairement au dit Traité, une partic queleonque de Afghanistan, 

iA singérer dans Vadministration intérieure de ce pays, sous réserve que I'limir 
remplira les engagements déji contractés par lui A 'égard du Gouvernement de Sa 
Majesté Britannique en vertu du ‘Traité susmentionné, 


ARTICLE Hl, 


Tes autorités Russes ot Afglianes, spécialement désignées A cet effet, sur la 
frontidre on dans les provinces frontivres, pourront établir des. relations directes 
réciproques pour régler les questions locales d’un caractdre non politique. 


ARTICLE TV, 


Les Gonyernements de Ia Grande-Bretague ot de Russie déclarent reconnattre, par 
rapport & Afghanistan, le principe de Méxalité de traitement pour eo qui conceme Te 
conumerce, et conviennent que toutes les fncilités qui ont été ou seront acquises 
Yavenir at coiumerce et aux commergants Anglais et Anglo-Indiens seront également 

erce et aux commergants Russes, Si lo développement di come 
jontrer la nécessité d'aents commerciaux, les deux Gouvernement 
S‘entondront sur los mesures ’ prendre, en égard bien entendu aus droits souverains 
do Emi 


ARTICLE V, 


Les présents Arrangements ront en vigueur qu’d partir du moniont oti le 
uvernement Britanniqne aura notifié an Gouvernement de Russie le consentement de 
‘mir aux termes cicdessus stipules. 


Arrangoment concernant le Thibet, 


Les Gouvernements de la Grande-Bretagne et de Russie, reconnaissant les droits 
suzerains de li Chine sur le ‘Thibet ct cousidérant que par suite de sa situation 
géographique la Grande-Bretagne a un intérét spécial A voir le régime actuel des 
relations extérieures du Thibet intégrilement maintenu, sont convenus de l’Arrange- 
ment suivant 


ARTICLE T. 


Les deux Hates Parties Contractantes s'engagent & respecter Pintégrité territoriale 
du Thibet et 4 sabstenir de toute ingérence dans son administration intérieure, 


ARTICLE I, 


Se conformant an principe admis de la suzeraineté do la Chine sur le ‘Phibet, la 

Grande-Bretagne et la Russie s’engagent a ne traiter avec le Thibet que par Ventremise 

du Gouvernement Chinois. Cet engagement n'exclut pas toutefois les rapports directs 

des agents comme is aveo les antorités ‘Thibétaines prévus par VArticle V 

de Ia Convention du 7 Septembre, 1904, entre la Grande-Bretagne et le Thibet, et 

ane ee n Convention du 27 Avril, 1906, entre la Grande-Bretagne et iN Ohine ; 
21] ihe 
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il ne modific pas ngn plus les engagements assumés par le Grande-Bretagne et Ia Chine 
en vertu de VArticle I de la dite Convention de 1906. 

Tl est bien eutendu que les Bouddhistes tant sujets Britanniques que Russes 
euvent entrer en relations directes sur le terrain strictement religieux avec le Dalat- 
fami ot les autres représentants du Bouddhisme au Thibet; les Gouvernements de la 
Grande-Brotagne et de Russie stengagent, pour autant qu'il dépendra d’eux, & ne pas 

admettre’ que ces relations puissent porter atteinte aux stipulations du présent 
‘Arrangement. 


ARTICLE TL. 


Tes Gouvernements Britannique et Russe s'engagent, chacun pour sa part, & ne 
pas envoyor de Représentants & Lhassa, 


ARTICLE IV. 


Tea denx Hantes Parties s'engagent 4 ne rechercher ou obtenir, ni pour leur propre 
ion fayour de Iours sjets, aucunes Concessions de chemins de fer, routes, 
tdlégraphes ot mines, on antres droits an Thibet. 


ARTICLE V. 


Tes deux Uouvernements sont Waceord q) 
soit on nature, soit en espiees, ne pent étre 


Bretagne ta Russio qu’ leurs sujets. 


1 partie des revenus du Thibet, 
ow assignée tant & ln Grande 


Annee A VArvanyement entre la Granite-Bretagno et la Ruasie concernant le Thibet. 


{tirmie la ddclaration signée par son Excellence le 
wuexéo In ratification de la Cony 
smilie, 19M, stipulant que Locenpation de ta V: par les forcos 
uniques prondra fin apros le paiement de trois, annuités de Windemnité de 
0,000 roupies, 4 eoudition que le 4 de marché mentionnées dans Article 1 
1 dite Convention aicut bts eft ans, et que lea 
autorités Thibétuines durant eotte pei joment sous tons 
tipports aux termes de la dite Conyention de 1904. I est bien entendn que si 
ola Vallée da Ghumbi par tes forees B ura pas pris fin, 
pour quelqne riisom que ce doit Pépoque prévae par la é 
Gouvernemonts Brilannique et Russe entreront dans mn échange de 
sujet. 


Jaa présente Convention sera tif + ratifications en seront éo 


Saint-Pétorsboiung aussitol que faire se pow 


Hin foi do quoi les Plénipotentiaires respectifs ont signé 1a présente Convention ot 
¥y ont apposé lois eachets, 


Fait A Saint-Pétersbourg, en double expédition, le 18 (31) Aofit, 1907. 
(LS) A, NICOLSON. 
(LS) ISWOLSKY. 
(ranslation.) 


Convention. 


HIS Balas the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and 


of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, and His Majesty the 
Emperor of All the Russias, animated by the sincere desire to settle by mutual 
agrocmont different questions concerning the interests of their States on the Continent 
Of Asia, have dotermined to conclude \groomonts destined to prevent all cause of 
aisunrstanding botean Creat Britain and Russia in tygarl to the questions eforred 
to, aiid have nominated for this purpose their respective Plenipotentiaries, to wit : 
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His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and 
of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, the Right Honourable 
Sir Arthur Nicolson, His Majesty's Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoteutiary to 
His Majesty the Emperor of All the Russias ; 

His Majesty the Emperor of All the Russias, the Master of his Court Alexander 
Iswolsky, Minister for Foreign Affairs ; 

Who, having communicated to each other their full powers, found in good and due 
form, have agreed on the following :— 


Arrangement concerning Persia, 


‘Phe Governments of Great Britain and Russia having mutually engaged to respect 
the integrity and independence of Persia, and sincerely desiring, the preservation of 
order throughout that country and its peaceful development, as well as the permanent 

islnment of equal advantages for the trade and industry of all other nations ; 

ing that each of then has, for geographical and economic reasons, « 
special interest in the of peace and ordor in certain provinces of Persia 
adjoining, or in the neighbourhood of, the Russian frontier on the one hand, and the 
ors of Afghanistan and Baluchistansay, the other hand; and being desirous of 
ing all cause of conflict between th Simryaattl interests in the above-mentioned 
Provinces of Persia; 
Have agreed on the following terms :— 


a 


Brit 

political or commercial nature—such as Concessions for 

roads, transport, insurance, &c.—heyond a line*Starting fi 

throngli Isfahan, Yezd, Kaklik, and ending at a point one Persian frontior 
intersection of the Russian and Afghan frontiers, «and not to oppose, directly’ or 
indirectly, demands for similar Concessions in this region which are supported by the 
Russian Government. Tt is understood that the above-mentioned places are included 
in the region inwhich Great Britain engages uot to seck the Concessions referred to, 


‘on lier part, elf and not to support, in favour 
n-snbjec our of the subjects of third Powers, any Concessions of 
tical or commercial: nature—such as Concessions for railways, banks, telegraplis, 
roads, transport, insurance, &e.—beyond a line going from tho Afghan froutier by way 
of Ga; irjand, nd ending at Bander Abbas, and not to oppose, directly 
or indirectly, demands for similar Concessions in this rogion yhich are supported by 
the British Government, Tt is understood that the above-mentioned places are included 
in the region in which Russia engages not to seek the Concessions referred to, 


m1. 


Russia, on her part, engages not to oppose, withont previous arrangement. with 
Great Britain, the grant of any Concessions. whatever to British subjects in the regions 
of Persia situated between the lines mentioned in Articles I and II. 

Great Britain undertakes a similar engagement as regards the grant of Concossions 
to Russian subjects in the same regions of Persia, 

‘All Concessions existing at present in the regions indicated in Articles Dand Tare 
maintained. 

z wv. 


Tt is understood that the revenues of all the Persian customs, with the exception 
of those of Farsistan and of the Persian Gull, revenues guaranteeing the amortization and 
the interest of the loans concluded by the Government of the Shah with the Banque 
d’Escompte et des Préts de Perse” up to the date of the signature of the present 
Arrangement, shall be devoted to the same purpose as in the past. 
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Tt is equally understood that the revenues of the Persian customs of Farsistan and 
of the Persian Gulf, as well as those of the fisheries on the Persian shore of the 
Caspian Sea and those of the Posis and Telegraph, shall be devoted, as in the past, to 
the service of the loans concluded by the Government of the Shab with the Imperial 
Bank of Persia up to the date of the signature of the present Arrangement. 











In the event of irregularities occurring in the amortization or the payment of the 
interest of the Persian loans coneluded with the “Banque d’Escompte et des Préts 
do Porse” and with the Imperial Bank of Persia up to the date of the signature of 
the present Arrangement, ad in the event of the necessity arising for Russia to 
establish control over the sourees of revenue guarantecing the resul ice of the 
Joans concluded with the first-naned bank, and situated in the region mentioned in 
Article II of the prosent Arrangement, or for Great Britain to establish control over 
the sources of revenue sun F service of the loans concluded with 
the secontnamed bank, and situated in the region mentioned in Article I of the 
Hoscnt Arrangement, the British and Russian Governments undertake to enter beforo- 
Find into a friendly exchange of ideas with a view to determine, in agreement with 
“h other, the measures of control in question and to avoid all interference which 
vould not he in conformity with the principles governing the present Arrangement. 







































Connention concerning Afghanistan. 


to ensure 
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ontion = 


fect security on their 
ions a solid and lasting 
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‘Phe Wigh Contracting Pa 
rospeetive frontiors in Central 
peace, have conchited the follow 













ARTICLE 1. 


Tlis Tritannie Majesty's Government declare that they have no intention of 
changing the political, status of Afghanistan, 5 . 
Britannic Majesty’ rnment fir engage to exercise their influence in 
‘ > senso, and they will not themselves take, nor encourage 
reatenings Rus 
















nistan to Lake, any 
‘Tho Russian Government, rt, declare that they reco, 
outside the sphere of Russian influence, and they engage that all their politi n 
with Afghanistan he conducted through the intermediary of His Britannic 
Majesty's Government; they further engage not to send any Agents into 
Afghanistan, 





















ARTICLE I. 





‘The Government of His Britannic Majesty having declared in the Treaty signed at 
iit _on the 2lst March, 1905, that they recognize the Agreement and the enguge- 
tho lato Ameer Abdur Rahman, and that they lave no 





K 
mieiis concluded wit 
iitention of interfer 
Britain engages avither to annex nor to occupy in eontravention of that ‘Treaty any 
portion of Afghanistan or to interlore in the internal 

provided that the Amecr fullils the engagements already. co i 
itis Britannie Majesty’s Government under the above-mentioned ‘Treaty. 


















ARTICLE TIT. 
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‘The Russian and Afghan authorities, spe 
frontier or in the frontier provinces, may estal) 
tho settlement of local questions of & noi-politic 
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ARTICLE IV, 


His Britannic Majesty's Government and the Russian Goverment affirm their 
adherence to the principle of equality of commercial opportunity in Afghanistan, and 
they agree that any facilities which may have been, or'shall be hereafter obtained for 
British and British-Indian trade and traders, shall be equally enjoyed by Russian 
trade and traders, Should the progress of trade establish the necessity for Com- 
mercial Agents, the two Governments will agree as to what measures shall be taken, 
due regard, of course, being had to the Ameer’s sovereign rights. 








ARTICLE V. 


The present Arrangements will only come into force when His Britannie Majesty's 
Government shall have notified to the Russian Government the consent of the Ameer 
to the terms stipulated above. 





Arrangement concerning Thibet. 


The Governments of Great Britain and Russia recognizing the suzerain rights 
of China in Thibet, and considering the fact that Great Britain, by reason of her 
geographical position, has a special interest in the maintenance of the status quo in 
the external relations of Thibet, have made tho following Arrangement ;— 














ARTICLE T. 


_, The two High Contracting Parties engage to respect: the territorial integri 
‘Thibet and to abstain from all interference in its internal adininistration. 






ARTICLE, I. 


In conformity with the admitted principle of the suzerainty of China over ‘Thibet, 
Great Britain and Russia engage not to enter into negotiations with ‘Thibiet ‘except 
through the intermediary of the Chinese Government, ‘This engagement does tot exclude 
the direct relations between British Commercial Agents and the 'Thibetan authorities 
provided for in Article V of the Convention between Great Britain and Dhibet of tho 
th September, 1904, and confirmed by the Convention betweon Great, Britain and 
Ghina of the 27th April, 1906; nor does it modify the engagements entered into by 
Great Britain and China in Article I of the said Conyention of 1906, 

Tt is clearly nnderstood that Budihists, subjects of Great Britain or of Russia, may 
enter into direct rolations on strictly religions matters with the Dalai Tama and the 

ropresentatives of Buddhism in Thibets the Governments of Great Britain and 
it engage, as far as they are concerned, not to allow those relations to infringe the 
stipulations of the present Arrangement, 

































ARTICLE HI, 


The Bri 


i and Russian Governments respectively engage not to send Representa- 
tives to Lhassa, 


ARTICLE IV. 


The to High Contracting Parties engage neither to seek nor to obtain, whether for 
themselves or their subjects, any Concessions for railways, roads, telegraphs, and snines, 
of other rights in Thibet, , 

















ARTICLE Y. 





__The two Governments agree that no part of the reve 
Kind or in cash, 
subjects. 


i of Thibet, whether in 
hall be pledged or assigned to Great Britain or Russia or to any of 














21) EA 


























Annet to the Arrangement between Great Britain and Russia concerning Thibet. 


Great Britain reallirms the Declaration, signed by his Excellency the Viceroy and 
Governor-Ciencral of India and appended to the ratification of the Convention of the 
7th September, 1904, to the effect that the occupation of the Chumbi Valley by Bri 
forces shall cease alter the payment of three annual instalments of the indemnity of 
25,00,000 rupees, provided that the trade marts mentioned in ‘Article TI of that 
Convention have b ed for three years, and that in the meantime 
the Thibetan authorities have, fui plied in all respects with the terms of the 
said Convention of 1904. It is clearly understood that if the occupation of the Chumbi 
Valley by the British forces has, for any reason, not been terminated at the time 

ited in the above Declaration, the British and Russian Governments will enter 
upon a friendly exchange of views on this subject. 


‘The prosent Convention shall be ratified, and the ratifieations exchanged at 
Bt, Potershurgh as soon as possible. 


In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the present 
Convention and allixed thereto their seals. 


Done in duplicate at St. Petersburgh, the 18th (31st) August, 1907. 


(LS.) A, NICOLSON. 
(LS), ISWOLSKY, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 309. 
Sir A, Nicolson to M. Inwolsky. 


M. to Ministre, Saint- Petey sbourg, le 1S (31) Aout, 1 
ME référant i Arrangement an sujet du Thibet signé aujourd’hui, j'ai Vhou 
do faire A votre Excellence la déclaration suivante :— 


“Te Gouvernement Britannique juge utile, pour autant quill dépendra de Ini, de 
pay admettre, sant accord préalable ave Te Gouvernement Russe, pour ane dire 
de trois ans i partir de Li date de la présente communication, Pentrée au hibet dune 
mission <cientifiqne queleonque, & condition toutefois quite assurance pareille soit 
donnée de In art du Gouvernement napérial de Russ 
“Le Gouvernement Britanniqte se propose, ¢ e. de stadresser au Gouverne- 
ment Chinois alin lo fire ageéor A ¢ ier une obligation analogue pour une 
période correspondante; il va de soi que la méme déinarche sera faite par lo 
Gouvernement Russe, 

A Vexpiration du terme de tt it, le Gouvernement Britannique 
avisora dun commun accord aveo le Gouverncient Russe & Vopportunitg, s'il y a lieu, 
de mesures ultérieures i prondre concernaut les expéiitions scientifiques an Thibet.” 

Je saisis, & 
(Signd) A. NICOLSON. 
(Translation. 


M, lo Ministro, 

WITH reference to the Arrangement reganiling Thibet 
honour to make the following Deckarat 

“lis Britannic Majesty's Government think it desirable, so far as thew are cou 
corned, not to, alloy, wales by ous agreement with the Russian Government, 
for poriod of three years from the date of the present communication, the entry i 
‘Thibet of any scientific mission whatever, on condition that a like assurance is given 
ou the part of the Imperial Russian Government 

‘His Britannic Majesty's Government propose, mioreover, to approach the Chinese 
Government with a view to induce them {o accept a similar obligation for a corre 


St, Petersburgh, August 18 (31), 1907. 


today, T have the 
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sponding period; the Russian Government will, as matter of course, take similar 
action. 

“At the expiration of the term of three years above mentioned His Britannic 

G , if necessary, consult with the Russian Government as to 

rability of any ulterior measures with regard to scientific expeditions to 


Tayail, &. 
(Signed) A, NICOLSON. 


Tnclosure 3 in No. 309. 
M, Iswolsky to Sir A. Nicolson. 
‘M. l’Ambassadeur, Saint-Pétersbourg, le 18 (31) Aodt, 1907. 
llence en date de eo jour, j'ai Vhonneur de 
tile, pour antant 
réalablé avec le Gouvernement 


De méme que le Gouvernement Britanniquo, le Gouvernement Impérial se propose 
do sfadresser au Gouvernement Chinois afin de faire agréor 4 ce devnier une obligation 
analogue pour une période correspondante, 

Ti reste entendi quia Vexpiration du terme do trois ans les deux Gouvernement 
aviseront ’un commun accord & Vopportunité, s'il y a lieu, de mesures ultérieures a 
prendre concernant les expéditions ques aw Thibet. 

Veuillez agréer, &e. 
(Signd) ISWOLSKY, 


(Translation.) 


M. l'Ambassadeur, St. Petersburgh, August 18 (31), 1907. 

IN reply to your Hxcellency’s note of even date, I have the honour to declare that 
the Imperial Rudsian Government think it desirable, so, far as they are concerned, 
not to allow, unless by a provious agreement with the British Government, for w period 
of three years from the date of the present communication, the entry into Thibet of 

mission whatever. 

Like the British Government, the Imperial Government propose to approach the 
Chinese Government with a view to induce them to aecop! a similar obligation for 
‘a corresponding period. 

It is understood that at the expiration of te term of three years the two Cover 
nts will, if necessary, consult with each other as to the desirability of any ult 
sures with regard to scientific expeditions to ‘Thibet. ‘A 

lave, 


(Signed) ISWOLSKY. 





(29561) No. 310. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 8.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Seeretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in’a 
letter from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the Lith July, 
relative to the Consular escort at Kermanshiah. 


India Office, September 2, 1907. 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 310. 
Major Cox to Government of India. 


Bushire, June 16, 1907. 

T HAVE the honour to forward, for the consideration of the Government of India, 
jes of letters from His Majesty’s Consul, Kermanshab, regarding the strength and 
relief of his sowar escort. 

Captain Haworth recommends that his escort be inereased from one Duffadar and 
seven sowars to one Duffiadar and twelve sowars, for the reasons stated and in order to 
bring the strength of his escort up to that now maintained by the Russian Consulate, 

It has hitherto beon found advisable for us to maintain the strength of our derach- 
ments at not less than those located by the Russian Government at their Consulates, 
Hut the Government of India will no doubt wish to consider the present ease in co 
munication with ITis Majesty's Minister, and {am sending the latter copies of, the 
Correspondence vit London. Should the Government of Thulia wish to communicate 
‘ith hinon the subject in the meanwhile, they will probably think fit to employ the 
eubl 




























‘xcept 40 fir as to give Captain Haworth’s views my general support 1 have no 


special comment to ofter, 
Inclosure 2 in No. 810. 
Consul Haworth to Major Cox. 


Kermanshah, May 27, 1907. 

THAYE the honour to inform yon that the relief of the Kermanshah Consulate 
escort is due in Seplember next. 

‘he four Cossacks of the Russian Consular escort, who were relieved by the nine 
now Cossqeks, hgye not let Kermanshah, and the total number of the Russian escort is 
noy thirteen men, ‘There is no doubt that the reason for this is the disturbed state of 
the country. 

Tt appenps as if things are likely to get worse rather than better, for T cannot see 
how jt is possible fir the Government and the people to come to terms. 

Thave no fear of any movement against Europeans originating in Kermanshah, 
thought ibis, af course, possible for such a moyement to spread from elsewhere, 

Should, however, a rising of any kind take place, Kermanshah is bound for some 
tine to he cut off from the outside world; the posts would stop rannivg and the 
telegraph tines would of necessity he cut. 

Vides such circumstances, in the previous history of Persia bands of robbers have 
Always sprms up on all sides, aud with our knowledge of the past few years T see no 
cause to hope that this would not awain he dhe natural course of events. Government 
would be at an end and chaos would result. 

Kermaushih, with the numerous nomad tribes surrounding it, would be particularly: 
liable (o the state of affairs L have depicted, The British Minister at ‘Tehran has just 
jnvornied me that if [think it necessary T should warn British subjects to take no 
unnecessary: risks at present. Ido not, as 1 haye stated, think there is any need for 
four in Kermaushiah in ordinary cireumstances ; the Minister, however, adds a8 his reason 
thit tio small detachments could be sent to inland places to protect Mritish subjects, 
With the possibility in view that things may result badly it appears to me then that it 
would do tio harm it the relieving guard of the Kermayishah escort were sent a month 
or tivo 

Twould a 
vith a du this woull give four guards of three reliefs each 

Four men of the present escort are willing to stay on for a further tour of duty if 
they are allowed, one ata time, to tike the four months’ leave to which they have 
Hecome entitled under the terms of their agreement. ‘This appears to me a very 
excellent arrangement, and the remaining four could be allowed to return to India if the 
‘outliok did not prevent it. 

Tai recommending to the Otficer Commanding the 13th Lancers that in any ease 
Sonar Kurm Elahi, the oldest soldier of the present escort, and a man whom I have 
always found most reliable, may be promoted to the rink of duffudar and permitted to 











































































29554) No. 310% 


it 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents hi iments: ‘- 
soe titE Una Siento ot his compliments to the Under 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 


the V 


India Office, September 2, 1907. 


(elegraphic.) P, 
MINES on Abu Musa Island, Your telegram of the 28th August. 
I presume that a written notice si 






as you propose, to remove his men, and no, 


volun 


of one of His Majesty 


to thy 







































India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 8.) 









n Affairs, and, by direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 






coroy, dated the 80th August, relative to the Abu Musa Concession, 












Inclosure in No, 310%. 











‘Mr. Morley to Government of India, 






India Office, August 80, 1907. 






2 a gned by the Sheikh has 
naire requiring him and his workmen to withdraw, in addition to the 
t cancelling the contract. ‘This course is necessary in view of legal or other 
n which may follow. ‘The concessionaire should he warned, as British subject, 

fort spared to induce hit to do so 
nould except in list resort, and then only in presenee 
's ships, whieh, in accordance with your proposal, should he sent 


n given to the 
















utarily, Force should not be u: 











nd. 
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stay on in charge of the new party. ‘This would obviate the difficulties of an escort all 


new to the country. 


| trust, however, that the proposals I have made will meet with the approval of the 
Government of India. 1 consider the precaution a necessary one, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 310. 


Consul Haworth to Officer Commanding 13th Lancers, Jhelum, 





Kermanshah, May 29, 1907. 
I HAVE the honour to inform you that the relief of Kermanshah Consular escort 
is due in September next, 

I haye recommended to the Government of India that in view of the present state 
of affairs in Persia my escort be increased to twelve men and a duffadar. 

Four men of the present party are willing to stay on, and 1 am most anxious that 
they should be allowed to do so for should trouble arise it would be a great thing to have 
in the escort men who know Persia, 

I would also recommend that in any case Sowar Karm Elahi be promoted to the 
rank of duffadar and permitted to stay on in charge of the new detachment, I have 
found him a most reliable man who always knows what to do and does it, and he has all 


the qualities required in a good non-commissioned officer. f 
} 
i 








Tappend the names of the four men who are willing to remain in Kermanshah. 
With the exception of Sowar Karm Hlahi and Lance Duffadar Gul Mahommed they \ 
have, however, made the stipulation that they be allowed to take one ata time the | 
leave which they have already earned under the terms of their agreement. 
This would only be possible if the strength were raised in the manner I have | 
named. \ 
‘The Government of India will no doubt address you on the subject. 
‘Names of the sowars willing to remain in Persia :— 





( 
Lance-Duffadar Gul Mahommed. ; 
Sowar Ka Hlahi. | 
Sowar Haji Khan, 





Sowar Ghulam Haider. 





e | 
(29600) No. 311. | 


Sir’ C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 3.) 
(No, 240.) 














i 

(Pelegraphie. Gulahek, September 8, 1907. 
GREAT excitement has been caused in town by the rumour spread yesterday | 
that intervention would immediately follow the Anglo-Russian Agreement, which it | 


was asserted had been signed. 

Twas to-day informed by the Russian Minister that the 
been signed, and that instructions would be sent us. 

No communication on the subject has yet reached mo from His Majesty’s 
Government. 

It is highly desirable that the two Governments should make some public 
assurance as to their inteutions, in view of the excitement which prevails. A position 
of some danger may be otherwise brought upon the isolated British coloniesin Ispahan 
and elsewhere. 





Agreement had, in fact, 











[29238] No, 312, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 


P, Foreign Office, September 8, 1907. 
SIGNATURE of Anglo-Russian Agreement is eomplete, 
Arrangements respecting Persia, Afghanistan, and ‘Thibet are comprised in it, and 
Publication will be delayed until a communication has been made to the Persian 
{ 521 A 
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Government, respecting which instructions will be given you as soon as its ferms have 
Been settled with the Russian Government, and until Arrangement respecting 
‘Afghanistan has been communicated to the Ameer. 

Yo-morrow’s messenger will bring text. 








[28700] No. 313. 
Foreign Office to Imperial Bank of Persia. 


Bir, Foreign Office, September 8, 1907. 
IN Ootobe 1906 the sum of 100,000), was paid by this Office to the Imperial 
Bank of P being the British share of the proposed Anglo-Russian joint loan to 
the Persian iis amount was, as you are aware, provided from. 
Tmnperial and half from Tndian fund 
‘A further sum of 50,000, was in December 1906. paid to the bank from Indian 
revenues for the purpose of a similar joint \nglo-Russian advance of am amount not 
exceeding 100,000/. to the Valiahd to mect the pressing financial demands of the 
situation ereated by the then impending death of the Shah, 
‘Mhe occasion for making these advances lias not arise 
Tikelihood of its arising in the immediate future, 
In these circumstances it is desirable that the amounts in question should be 
refunded to the Imperial and Tndinn funds, and am directed by Secretary Sir E, 
Groy to request you to arrange for the retranster to the Sceretary of State for India 














and there appears no 

































of the 100,000), provided from Tndian funds, and that the 50,000/. provided from 
Tinperial finds may be forwarded to this Office by cheque in favour of His Majesty's 
Paymaster-Genoral, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALL 
(29800) No. 814, 
Aide-mémoire communicated by Musurus Pasha, September 4, 1907. 
MUSURUS PACILA est chargé par son Gouvernement de dire A son Excellence 
Hilyvard Grey que les troupes Tmpériiles n’ont fait que repousser les forces ot los 





nies Persanes et nfont point violé le stale quo, ni dépassé In frontid 
Comme il résulte de toutes les informations parvenues au Gouvernement Imp. 
que les troupes Ottomanes n’occupent aucun point dix territoire Pers sexplique 
pis comment il ponrrait donner X ces troupes Vordre de Dans ces 
‘eonstanices, ne reste qu’h attendye Ie résultat de Penquéte de In Commission Mixte 





1 





Ainbassude Tnpériale de Turquie, Lowlzes, 
We 4 Septembre, 1907. 





(29725) No, 815, 


Sir ©. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{leceived September 4.) 
(No. 241.) 
(olegraphic.) DP. 
ASSASSINATION of the Atabeg. 


(Secret) 

Mhe murder seems, from documentary but unpublished evidence in the posse 
of the Assembly, to have heen committed by the onters of a revolutionary Soctety, 
Among whose members wore the agents of the principal reactionaries. Other 
members appear to have served as unwilling tools; ut these agents supplied money 
and denounced the President of the Assembly and the Atabeg as traitors 

ho President of the Assembly, who is convinced of the complicit 
has resigned, 

Anti-Russian feeling is very bitter, and the murder is approved by popular 
opinion, which is convinced that the Atabeg was sold to Russia. 


Gulahek, September 4, 1907. 
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29724) No. 316, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edwarid Grey.—(Received September 4.) 


(No, 182.) 
(Gelegraphic.) P. St, Petersburgh, September 4, 1907. 
TAM informed by Persian Minister here that Russian Bank in Persia has been 
granted a Charter, It is to be transformed into a private bank, and though its 
outward character will undergo no change, it is to be supplied with Belgian capital 
and have the right of carrying on operations in Russia as well as Persia. A new 
Director, who is a Russian subject, lias been appointed, and former Director has been 
given a lucrative post in a Petroleum Compan 














29684} No. 317, 


Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office. — (Received Septenber +.) 


8, Salter's Hall Court, Cannon Strect, London, 






Sir, 
WITH further refere 
to inform you that we Ih 
the bridges on the Ahw: 
favourable sea 
Tam instructed to point out that it is quite impossible to supply an estimate of 
the cost to be incurred unless we first send the engineer to open up and examine the 
bridges. his would quite double the total cost, which lies chiofly in the pay and 
travelling exp. ns, 

‘The pay of the e about Bl, 
allowance of 16 krans pi to point out that, without the good offices 
of the Euphrates and ‘Tigris Company in placing one of their engineers at our disposal, 
we could not secure a competent man for tivico that sum, {fe will be accompanied 
by five or six skilled native artisans (painters and masons), whose wages we roughily 
estimate at 51. per week, and the transport of the party and their baggage may cost 
anotlier 5l, per week; but these items are entirely dependent on the local rates of hire 
ruling in Ahwaz at the time. ‘There will be'no charge for paint, as there is 
sufficient supply on hand, ti seid in the account for ¥ 
1904, ‘The other charges, such as pay of day labourers, watchmen, Ge,,and the ti 
required to execute the work, will naturally depend on the repairs which may be fount 

Tnany case the engineer is likely fo he employed for not less than seven 


























per week, with a messing 

















set 
loca 














Tam instructed to 





that we are order 






our agent at Ahwaz to inyite His 











Majesty's Vice-Consul to Scrutinize every item of the cost to he inc 
T have, &o. 
(Signed) I, W. MACLEAN, Seoretary. 
(29536) No. 318, 
: Sir Edword Grey to Sir G, Spring-Rice, 





; Foreign Office, Seplember 4, 1907. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 106 of yestentay’s date, 1. transmit to. you 

a copy of a despatch from His Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh, 

the Convention recently signed with the Russian Govertment, which includes 

4 Convention on the subject of Afghanistan and Arrangements on the subject of Porsin 
and Thibet. 

You are being instructed by felegrapli to maken communication to the Persian 
Government respecting the scope and nature of the Armmgement relative to Porsin, 
and you are authorized, on the receipt of this despatch, to communicate to them the 
full text of the latter document. 

T also inclose copy of a despatch which I have addressed to 























icolsonst 


* No, 209. + No. 274, 
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the British and Russia 
felegraph lit especti t : ee 
eek ae proposed 6 publish this document until the assent of the Persian 














Government has been obtained, @ matter upon which instructions will be sent to you 
shortly, rs 

(Signed) GREY, 
(28989) No. 319. 


to Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company. 





‘eign Offi 





Foreign Office, September 4, 1907. 
"TAM direoted by Seere y to acknowledge with thanks the receipt 
of your ‘mo, supplying information with regard to your steamers 
now plying on the Karun River, and to inform you that a Deen forwarded to 
the Indiv Ofte 

With respeet, to your representa 
any selieme of n that may I 
river, Tain to stile that your obsory 
sideration, 














ons as to the 
alopted, the fac 
rations on the sual 





sifegnarding, under 
the navigation of that 
pject will receive due con- 














Tam, &e 
(Signed) 





QUIS MALLET, 





(29754) No. 820. 
Inlin Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 5.) 





India Office, September 4, 1907. 
wetoil by Mr, Secretary Morley to inclose, for the consideration of the 
1c for Foreign Afftirs, copy of a Sceret letter from the Government of 
explaining the circumstances in which a native military 
lias been ineluded in each of the Consular escorts at Bushire and Meshed, anil 
proposing to inchule similar surveyors in the escort reliefs proceeding to Kermanshab 
And Ahwaz, tis month, Lam also to inclose copy of a telegram from the Government 
of India asking tor an carly devision, : ’ 
PEAS iorley eece no eljeeiony othe alton of Cio Guveet nent of Tia, wie it 
Will be observed, involves no increase in the strength of the escorts, the surveyors taking 
the lace of ordinary soldiers, He proposes, subject to Sir E, Grey’s concurrence, to 
prove their proceedings, 

ADMMiiye tolal extra. cost involved, oning to. the difference between the pay, Ses of a 
surveyor and that of an ordinary soldier, is estimated approximately at 2,550 rupees (1702) 
‘year for the four posts in question. But, as the expenditure at each separate post 
‘ues not execed the limit of 100%, referred to in the Treasury letter of the 31st October 
Tist, the ease does not seem one in which the consent of the Lords Commissioners of 
lis’ Majesty’s Treasury to the division of the cost between the British and Indian 
Exchequers is necessary. 

As regards the aullition of a m: 





1AM di 
retmy of Sti 
in, dated the 18th uly last 
















































ry surveyor to the escort at Turbat-i-Haidari, I 





am to reter to the correspondence ending with your letter dated the Sth April, 1904, 
Tam, &e 
(Signed) COLIN AMPBELL. 
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Inclosure 1 in No, 320, 


Government of India to Mr, Morley. 
(Secret.) 
Sir, Simla, July 18, 1907. 
WE have the honour to inform you that, under arrangements made in 1903, 0 
military. surveyor has been attached to the Consulate at ‘Turbat-i-Haidari since ‘its 
foundation as supernumerary to the escort. ‘The results gained have been valuable, and 
we hiave for some time liad under consideration a seheme for the attachment of native 
military surveyors to other selected Consulates in Persia, in order to enable existing 
maps to be kept up to date and with a view to the collection of fresh topographical 
information, 
. In June 1905 we asked the advice of Sir Arthur Hardinge, then His Majesty's 
Minister at Tehran, on the subject, He replied that he saw no objection {o « 
proposal, but he considered that it would be preferable not to notify the Persian 
Government of the special purposes’ for which the men would be selected, but (o trent 
them as ordinary non-commissioned officers and soldiers, ‘To meet this requirement, 
and also to minimize expense, it appeared to us desirable, if our scheme were to be 
carried out, that the surveyors should be included in the strength of escorte at selected 
Consulates where the effective strensth of the escort could safely be reduced by one 
man. ‘This condition is already fulfilled at Bushire, Meshed, Ahwaz, and Kermanshah, 
and we have, in anticipation of your sanction, dispatched surveyors to Bushire and 
Meshed as part of tle escort. ‘This action was taken belore the receipt of your despatch 
dated the Sth March, 1907, in which you asked us to refer for your prior sanction any 
proposals involving fresh expenditure on Consulates in Persia, We now propose, if you 
approve, to include a native surveyor with each of the escort reliefs that will proceed to 
Kermanshah and Ahwaz in September 1907. ‘The question of providing surveyors for 
Kerman and Bunder Abbas will be further considered on receipt of your orders regarding 
the strength of the escorts to be maintained at those places, an increase to which was 
recommended in our despatches dated the 16th March and the 20th December, 1906, 

A copy of the draft instructions which have been framed by the’ military 
authorities in India in order to put the scheme into execution is inclosed herewith, 
Te will be observed that the extra cost involved in the despatch of the four surveyors to 
Bushire, Meshed, Ahwaz, and Kermanshah will amount approximately to 2,550 rupecs 
jer annum, and we would request that, if the scheme ix approved, a moiety of this may 
he borne by His Majesty's Government, ‘They already beat half the charges on account 
of the Turbat-i-Haidari surveyor, 




















































We have, &e. 
igned) MINTO, 

KIECHEN ER, 

I, DRLE RICHARDS, 
BN. BAKER. 

©. IL. SCOn, 

I, ADAMSON, 

J. F. FINLAY, 

J. O, MILLER, 








Tnelosure 2 in No, 320, 


Government of India to the Chief of the Staff 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Simla, June, 1907, 

T AM directed to acknowledge receipt of Quartermaster-General in Indin’s letter 
dated the 15th May, 1905, to the late Military Department of the Government of Iudin, 
submitting proposals for the attachment ‘of native military surveyors to certain 
Consulates in Persia. 

2, hese proposals were :— 





(12) Soldier surveyors to be attached to certain selected Consulates in Persia for 
the purpose of collecting fresh topographical and other information and improving 
existing maps, Fixed points to be furnished by the Survey Department, so that the 
work done may be available for incorporation in survey sheets, as well as for use by the 
Intelligence Branch, 


1] 
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‘The surveyors to be under the orders of His Majesty's Consuls and to be at 
disposal when on tour. 

(c.) The. surveyors to be supernumerary to the establishment of the Consular zuards 
at the following places, viz, Meshed, Bushire, Muhammerah, Ahwaz, Kermanshab, 
Tspaban, Kerman, Bunder Abbas, and ‘Turbat-i-Haidari, and to be sent to the above 
plices a4 oceision offers, eg. a8 suitable men become available, on the relief of the 
guards, & 

(iL) For purposes of discipline the surveyors to be under the same rules as the 
men composing the guards. 

he surveyors generally to be specially selected Sunni Mussulmans of the 
Derajat or Punjab, of marked iutelligence aud irreproachable character, and with some 
knowledge of Persian, 

(j.) he surveyors to be sceonded in their regiments and to reeeive con 
laid down for the guards, 

‘Mhey should be given the same rates of pay plus the usual Rurki field allowance, 
and should it any time be found necessary to detail an infantry soldier or non-silladar 
cavalry man for the duty, le should be on the same footing as rezards pay and 
allowances as sinetioned zenerally for Consular guards, 

Wen a! work away from their stations they should be given transport, and this 
should! be arranged for by the Consul 

(y)) Wie surveyors should go for three 
Branch lien necessary, 

When not engaged on surveys or reconnaissances they will be 
ary duties it required, 
(/,) Owing to difficulties which the Persian authorities may be expected to rai 
to armed met entering the country, and to the fact that the men may be travelling 
‘alone, rifles and cquipinent will he left ehind at the Consulates when the men are 
‘employed on survey duties ; but revolvers will he carried. 

Tu roply Lain to say that the Government. of India sanction the proposals (1), 


(OP): 


bo male, 














sssions as 

















cars, subject to recall by the Intelligence 








ailable-for purely 





mili 














(y), and (A), hut as rogards proposal (c) the following modideations will 





As it is essential that the expense incurred should be reduced as much as possible 
surveyors can only be included in the strength of the escorts to which they are 
atiiclied, and will therefore be posted only to those Consulates where the effective 
strength of the escort can be safely reduced by one man, viz., to the Consulates at 
Meshied, Alivia, snd Kerumnshah, A native surveyor has heen sent to Meshed with the 
escort relicty iy Murch 107, and one will accompany the escort reliefs to Kermanshait 
ancl Alva respectively in September 100 
‘hose will he additional to the surveyor already included in the Consular escort a 
Bushire aul the suiveyor attached since 1903 as a supernumerary to the Consular 
escort at Purbati-Haidari, 
uiveyors will aso he included in the escorts at Kerman and Bunder Abbas in. the 
tlle Seeretity of State sanctioning certain proposals whieh have been submitted 





























event ¢ 


to him for the inereise of the escorts at these phices, further communication on 
this point will be made later, 


ia, should be particularly warned 
rd with great discretion, 

surveyors for Bushire, 
350 rupees a-year, and will 









the dispatch of the fo 
Meslied, Ahwaz, and. Kernanshah is estimated at about 2, 
be debited to tlie Politieal Department, 








Tam, &e. 
igned) y 





Offcrating Secretary to the Government of Indin. 











Copy of the above forwarded for information to— 





‘he Foreign Department (with reference to Roreign Department letter dated the 
28th November, 1906), 
‘Phe Kinanee Department (Military Finance), 
‘he Reyenue and Agricultural Department. 
‘he Adjutant-General in India, 
































‘The Controller of Military Accounts, Northern Command, Western Command, 


Fastern Command, Secunderabad Division. 


‘The Military Accountant-General. 





Signed) > 
Officiating Assistant Secretary to the Government of India. 










Inclosure 3 in No. 320. 


Government of India to Mr. Morley. 
(Teteg P. August 20, 1907. 


DEER 
OUR letter of the 18th July last. 
We are making preparations for relie 





hwaz and Kermanshah escorts, and 





should! be glad to know whether surveyors may be included in escorts as proposed. 










[30037] No, 321. 
Memorandum communicated ty Russian Chargé @ Affaires, September 5, 1907. 
DEUR de Russie & Constantinople a porté A la comnaissance an 
» Impérial que la situation sur la frontivre Nurco-Persane Ini apparait, comme 
1 plus inquiétante 
ae son collogue de Grande-Bretagne partage ce 
rangeant & cet avis, le Gouvernement Impérial craint quo la prolongation de 
font présonterait do sérivux dangers, ct que, des hostilits ouvertes entre In 
fo ot ln Perse seraient de nature & porter préjudice aux intérdts tant Russes 
qw Anglais. 

Le Gouyernement Imp 




















aurait Tien de slentondre 
f délai possible par quel 





1 ostime, en conséquenee, qu'il 
pinet de Londres, et examiner dans lo plus | 
moyen on pourrait, avee Te plus de chances de succes, excrcer une pression sur la Porte, 
Sans toutefois recourir, pour le moment, & des mesures din carnetiro «émonstratif ; en 
, il sagit de ne pas perdre de temps et dene pas Taissor Ia situation so 
compliquer dans des proportions telles qu'elle échapperait & tout controle. 





avec le Ci 






















[29818] 


Imperial Bank of Persia to Kor 





ign Office. —(Received September 5.) 





25, Abchurch Lane, London, September 5, 1907. 
1 HAY the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter of the Sr instant, 
und in accordance ith I beg to inclose the hank eon Messrs. Glyn, 
Mills, Currie, and Co, for 50,0007, in favour of His Majesty’s Paymaster-Gene 
T have requested the Under-Secrotary of State for India to. send mo a receivable 
onder for the 100,000/,, which sum is held at his disposal. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) G, NEWELL, Manager. 






















(29835) - No. 323. 
Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Ediward Grey.—(Received September 5.) 
(No, 243.) 
(Welegraphic.) P. Gulahek, Seplenber 5, 1907. 
6 under its clerical 


WING to the menacing attitude of the Ispalan popula 
leaders, His Majesty’s Consul-General asks that rifles should be provided, and that his 
guard slould be increased to tiyenty men, T see no political objection if the a 
js effected gradually, but the question seems mainly one for the Indian military 
authorities. 

‘The British population, including children, numbers forty-three. 
‘The Russian guard was increased last sprin: 
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(29450) No. 824, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 

(No, 17%.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 5, 1907. 

YOU telegram No. 180 of the 2nd instant: Persian Arrangement. 

As to terms of joint communication T agree, 

‘he Ministers’ might communicate details as to actual line should Persian 
Government inquire the definition of the regions adjoining our respective frontiers, 

[ propose, on the second day after the instructions have gone to Tehran, to give 
the communiqué to the P or who has asked for 

As soon as T hear fi t the Russian Government agree to commui 
complete i ill instruct His M 
Tor communi ment. 



















iting, 
\jesty’s Minister 













itn 
to cor 














(29451) 
Nicolson. 
(No, 17.) 
(elegraphic,) Pe Foreiyn Office, September 5, 1907. 





YOUR tcleg 

We agree that-a joint communication should be mad 
of the While Agecement, ‘The Chinese Government might at the 
pproached hy out Minister as to the prohibition of s i 

In view of the age cet 
(exts until 
1100 srimunieation being mae by each Po 
Awivements in a confidential manner to other Powers with whom their 
ate, Great stress shi wens dono, on seeret natiure 
‘and it would not for { le that, until publication 





151 of the 2nd instant: Anglo-Russian Convent 
king of the substance 
ne time be 



























oth 
Tut y 
substance » 
ligne san 
vom 
is imine r 

When it is desided to communicate text Pi 












te might be included. 











(29451) No, 32 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, MacDonald. 
(No. 30.) 
(Volegraphic,) P. 

YOU may inform the 
is on the lines whieh T have from time to time duri 
the Japanese Amba it deals with Mnbet, Af 
whole will soon be published. 


Foreign Office, September 5, 1907. 

the Anglo-Russian Agreement 
the negotiations explained to 
hanistan, and Persia ouly, and the 









panese Government 1 




















(29936) No, 327, 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 6.) 






maphie,) P, Glilahek, September 6, 1907. 
TO allow’ a long interval to elapse Hetween the announcement of the signature of 
tho Anglo-ltussian Agreement and an explanatory nt would, in the opinion 
of the Nussian Minister aud myself, be dangerous. commnniqué to Renter 

(I Russian Melographie Agency, which could be published here, would, we think, 
tho best aud quickest method. ‘The communiqué would state the general character 
Of the Agreement, pointing out that the two Powers have agreed not to seek for 
tleniselves any Concessions which would be mutually injurious tho Persian 
Goverment allows foreign Concessions, and to respect the independence, integrity 
“open door,” Ke. 


















(29935) No, 328. 
Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 6.) 


Gulahek, September 6, 1907. 

INCREASE of Ispahan guard. 

‘The Russian Consular guard at Ispahan consists of eighteon men. Tn view of the 
fact that seyeral Russians have been robbed on the road, the Russian Minister thinks 
that the question of road protection will have to be considered, and that this guard 
will ave to be increased if the present state of things continues. 


(29929) No. 329, 


Sir @, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{ Received September 6.) 
(No, 248.) 
(Telesraphic.) P. 4 Gulahek, September 6, 1907. 

T AM being pressed by the Persian Government for information as to the nature 
of our action, and of the Sultan's answer as regards the Joint Commission in the 
‘Turco-Persian frontier question. 





[29937) No. 830 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 6.) 


(No, 184.) 


egraphic.) PB. St. Petersburgh, September 6, 1907, 


REFERRING to your telegrams Nos. 178 and 179 of the Sth instant, 
M. Goubastoff will tel ¢ Mar (lay instructing him to concert, 


with Sir C, Spring-Rieo respecti mment of substance 
of arrangement concerning Persia and to required, On his 
asking me if similar telegraphi 1" O, Spring-Rice, T 
informed him that this wa 
ont as to 
Government that. text had been sent by post and would arrive 
115 or 20 days at Peking, A telegram will he sent later to Russian Minister to 
ict in concert with Sit J. Jordan w n, and instructing, 
im to speak at the same time respecting i f scientific missions, On his 
inquiring whether Sir J. Jordan would st, [informed him that this 
was doubtful ute n communicated to him by telegraph; Russian Ministor 
night, however, perliaps furnish him with a copy. 

As regards communications to other Powers T carried out your instractions, and, 
fas regarded verbal communications, 1 i ed on M, Golthastoll the need for 
sereey. He informed me that only to Branco did the \l to communicate sonse 
of Convention. On his informing ine that the “N 2") (see my telogram 
No. 183 of the 5th instant) was anxious to haye some idea of provisions of Convention, 
T requested him to be disereet for somo time, at all events until text had beon 
communicated to Ameer. 





(29451) No. 331. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie, 

(No. 100.) 

(Felegraphic.) BP. Foreign Office, September 6, 1907. 
YOU should communicate verbally broad lines of Anglo-Russian Convention 

(Sir A, Nicolson’s despatch No. 445 of the 81st ultimo in Confidential Print sent by 

Just messenger) insisting on confidential character of communication, as it is of the 

greatest importance that the Ameer should receive no information’ on the subject 

until the Convention has been officially communicated to him by the Government 

of India, 








40 
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(29959) No. 332. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Receiced September 7.) 
ae St. Petersburgh, September 1, 1907. 
newspapers publish the following 
sy in regard to recent events on the 





IT HAVE the honour to report that this morn 
communiqué on hehalf of the Turkish Emb 
Foor eroriia past the newspapers have been publishing various statements 
respecting the incidents ot the Turco-Persian frontier near Urumi 1, based on false and 
Diassed information received from iran, From information | forwarded by the 
Commander-in-chief it shown that some time ago 3,000. Persians, amongst whom 
wero 4 large nunnber of Armenians, raided the settlement of ‘Takovar and Beradostun, 
Fant the sillages, which were inhabited by a peaceful population, and compelled the 
Tair take eigen the nouns 

“Notwithstanding the earnest represent 1 
armodl foree of Persians continued to distirh the peace = the population, and 
sed forward to Mergaver in spite of the pres eof a Turkish garrison. 
n compelled to drive this force back to the frontier. 
«d out hy order of the Imperial Government in the most 
the behaviour of the Tmperial troops on the. Pers 
id that there has been no kind of inhumanity or 






































ions of the Imperial Government, this 






















searching munner, proves thi 
front -eproachable, 
irrogularity, 
BI A Commigsion is starting for the scone of the ovenrren 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. NICOLSO} 














(29961) 





Si 1. Nicolson (o Sir Ediard Grey.—(Received! September 7.) 





Ne fhe) St. Petersburgh, September 8, 1907. 

“WITH reference to my despatch No. 454 of the Ist instant, I have the honour to 
eport tlait this morning's newspapers publish the following reply from the Persian 
Tubassy to the communiqué by the ‘Turkish Embassy in regard to recent events on 
the Ture in frontier = 


“Phe Persian force was sent to, Urumia to rest 3 
offendeis, and, in view of the proximity of the ‘Turkish frontier, formal prelimi 
hotice was given to the Ottoman Government, and a sacle that fugitives should 
He stopped aud banded over, ‘This was not dones in fact, fugitives were given asylum, 
ind the Turkish local author ian, territory in company with the 
Olfonders. ‘The localities of n Persian territory, because the 
Dolhnitation Commission, appointed after the signature of the Erzoroum ‘Treaty in 
1851, and composed of Representatives of Porsia, Turkey, England, and Russia, could 
come to no arrangenient owing to the tactics of Turkey, and were thereby compelled to. 
Jouve the debated zone in statu quo existing before the ‘Treaty of Exzeroum, when the 
territory was practically and legally: in the possession of Persia. Further, Persia has 
administered and held this district for the last fifty years without any protest on the 
part, of ‘Turkey. Even if the right of ‘Durkey to keep a garrison at Merguver is 
Titmitted, hier troops have crossed the Porsian frontier, since they have penetrated into 
Porsia within 3f miles of Urania. Tf, a8 they deckire, the Turks had really wanted to 
‘out the band of Armenians, they would have halted at the frontier. Finally, the 
facts, ax known, are the best answer to the statement as to the behaviour of the 
h troops.” 

















restore order and to punish, local 

















































Thave, & 
(Signed) A. NICOLSON 














253. 
[30051] No. 334, 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 7.) 
(No. 119.) ‘ 


(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, September 7, 1907. 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontier, Sir ©, Spring-Rice’s telegram No. 248 of the 
6th instant. 
‘The appointment of the Mixed Commission was agreed to by the Persian Govern 
ment, and it seems difficult to believe that they should not be aware of the course the 
negotiations have taken, 











[30049] No, 835, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 7.) 





¢ 
(elegraphic.) P. 

3L0-RUSSIAN Agreement, 
French Minister has telegraphed to his Government pointing out that, in 
view of the rumours which are current, it would be dangerous to delay a reassuring 
statement on the subject (see my telegram No, 246 of tho Gth instant), 


Gulahek, September 7, 1907. 














(29936) No, 336. 
Sir Edward Grey w Sir A. Nicolson. 
(No. 181) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, September 7, 1907. 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN Convention. Your telegram No, 18b of the Gth September 








Russian Government, shoyld be informed that in sending instruetions to Sir O, 
Spring {tie concerning joint communication to Persian Government, he has also been 
instructed to request that, until.the Convention is published, they should consider 
information as confidential, 











[29936] No. 337. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 
(No, 108,) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 7, 1907. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN Convention: Your telegram No, 246 of the (th instant. 

It is of great importance that, until that which concerns Afghanistan has been 
officially communicated {o the Ameer, publication of any portion should be delayed. 
‘Tho time required for this will be abont si: 5 

Your Russian colleague is receiving similar instructions, and you should concert 
with him as to making an identic official communication to the Persian Government, 
in the following terms:— 



















“ Desiting to avoid any cause of conflict between their respective interests in 
certain regions of Persia, on the one hand, contignous with or in the neighbourhood 
of the Russian frontier, and on the other of the frontier of Beluchistan and 
Afghanistan, the Governments of Great Britain and of Russia haye signed a friendly 
‘Arrangement on the subject. ; 
















of Persia by that Agreement, and testify that they its 
merce of all 
Purther, each of 
tsoover in those 





other. 





in the Arrangement the above-mentioned regions aro clearly defined in order 
that in the future misunderstandings may be avoided, and in order to avoid creating a 
state of things which might in any respect whatever place the Persian Goyerament in 
































SN AS 





‘Phe Russfan and British Governments recognize in 
Montioning tho revenues affected to the loans concluded with the Discount and Loan 
Tene ml ovith the Imperial Bank by the Persian Government, in the future these 
Tans ‘will be affected to the same purpose as in the past; and in the ease of 
tice in the amortization or in the payment of interest of the loan above 

jually, inorder by common agreement to 
it would be necessary to take, to enter on 
all. interference which would not be 
in aueordance with tho principles laid down in that Arrangement, 

“The two States have, in signing the ment, steadfastly kept the 
fundamental principle in vievr that the independence and integrity of Persia should be 
apretad absolutely, Tie sole object of the Arrangement is the avoidance of any 
‘cause of misunderstand “around of Persian affairs between the Contracting 
Pat he Shah's Gos wed that the Agreement concluded 
Hatweon Tussta and Great Britain cannot fail to promote the prosperity, security, and 
lterfor development of Persia in the most efficacious manner. 

H Uaul pablisation takes plice here the Persian Government should be requested 


to consid his information as contidential.” 

Should they inquire as to definition of regions adjoint 
following dotails might be communicated to them:— 
st-iShivin the Russian Tine erosses and in 
‘at that point on Persian frontier where Russian and A\ 





an embarrassing one 








invegula 
mentioned, the two Governments enga 
determine the measures of control whic 


a frie 






















ig on t 





























.g respective frontier, the 












Startin 
Youd, andl Ki 
fronticrs intersee 

“Going from the A 
ends at Bunder Abbas, 












an frontier vid Gazik, Birjand, Kerman, the British line 








(29684) No. 988. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-lice. 

(No, 109) 

(Telegraphic) Ps 

BAKIIEIARL road: 

Your despatch: No. 145 of the 12th July. 

Te tits been arranded that Messrs, Lynch should send engineers about middle of 
September: to overhaul bridges: 

It is impossible that an estimate of cost should be given, unle 
sent fo examine thea, which would m 
oxpiens ans anu 

Wings artisans about SL a-we 
Jeored for transports, pi neers is 
ibsistence allowance ; these items, however 

‘Mhwrw is enough paint on hand, and thi 

Nature of repairs necessary will determine time required and pay of labourers, 
‘Who engineer will in-any case be employed seven or eight wee 

Hvwry item of cost incurred will be submitted by Alywaz Agent to scrutin 
Jonsul, 


Foreign Office, September 7, 1907. 
















and 






nt 








‘e will be no charge for it. 






























[28499] No. 339, 
Foreign Office (o India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 7, 1907. 
LAM directed by Se Sir #. Grey to transmit to you herewith, to be Iaid 
Mr Sverelary Morley, copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Minister at 


Atinché at Meshed 
suppressing this appointment has 
fered until it is raised by 


of Mili 
, the question o} 
that it need not be co: 











* No. 177, 


285 
Aie would at the same time be glad to be furnished with Mr. Morley’s views on 


the subject. 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE, 





(30050) No. 340. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 8.) 


0, 250, 
{iclegraphie.) P. 
TUR EASES, frontier question. 
he ‘Turks are reported by His Majest Acting Consul-G. 1 at Ta 
have ocoupied the whole of the Baradost district in increased numbers, useating 
crops. and turning out Moobahirs, 4 i 


information was received from Urumi i 
Hy confirmed! in the afternoon by tiie Re ee ane oe eT DSR 


Gulahek, September 8, 1907. 





(29929) 


eau tity Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice, 


‘elographic.) P. Foreign Off 
¥ RONTIER, Your telegram No, 248 of the On ee eS 
n the 27th August the Persian Ambassador was advised by Six N. O’Conor 


th st i i insi: 
Cae eemed at this moment imprudent to insist on evacuation of Vazné and 


In the first instance, the important thing was to restore the recent status quo, and, 


without insisting on previous evacuation, Persi isi 
rent , Persian Com i 
to mect ‘Turkish Commissioners, ae pn ee 


‘the whol ion is bei i 
win iagnele question is being considered fully, and next wou farthor telegrams 








(80069) No. 342. 


Reati Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edwaid Grey.—(Received September 9.) 
Sir, 

RM 5 : Therapia, September 3, 1907. 
ti ee ty ralorence) to my despatch No. 525 of the 28th ultim ftv tue Teste 
pa eesr ay te 5 oom eatin from the Persian Ambassador here, 

i . e note addressed to him by the Ottoman Minister f ign 
Affairs on the 26th ulti lative ‘Turco-Persit Ce 
ATER ea a the Vurco-Persian Frontier Commission, ns 

have, &e. 
(Signed) N, R, O'CONOR, 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 342, 
Prince Mirza Riza Khan to Sir N, O'Conor. 


M, l' Ambassadeur et cher eolld, 
ur et cher colldgue, Constantinople, le 9 
COMALE hier j'ai eu Phonneurde montror & votre Bxcellence thedelon tots 
tote que je venals de recevoir de la Sublime Porte, eoncemant Yenvot de la, Come 
Raa ait votre Excellence que Favais Vntention aller cley ‘Tew 
> vouloir bien renouveler la dite », el i es 
qui cee . contradiction ayee Venvoi de la Coumiaton Mlinte aime Tee 














2865 


re des Affaires Btrangdres a accepté ma demande; il a 
note, dont je vous envoie ci-inclus le texte ‘Lure avec Ja traduction 





Son Excellence | 
renouiyelé ln susdi 
Frangaise. 











Veuillez, &e 
(Signé) Vrince M, RIZA KHAN, 








eee 
Tuclosure 2 in No. 842. 


Tenfik Pasha to Prince Mirza Risa Khan. 
(Praduetion.) 

‘COMME votre Altesse a déjn connaissance que par ordre de Sa Majest 
Emin Bey, membre de Ia Cour de Cassation, ainsi que Tahir Pacha, Gouverneur. 
Général de Bitl der Pacha, Général d’Etat-Major, Danial Pacha, Commandant 
de Kerkuk, ct Ghikir, Colonel d'Etat-Major, ayant été nommés de Ia part du 
Gouyerement Impérial pour faire une enquéte mixte sur le différend survenu A Is 
sont en train de partir. 
porter ce qui préedde & In connaissance de qui de droit, 
‘aussi soient nommés de Ia part de yotre Gouvernement 

























(30273) No. 313. 
Further Memorandum on the Turco-Persian Boundary Question (February to September 1907). 


{fn continuation of Foreign Oftice Memorandum No. 8800 of December 1906.) 





(Note.—The positions indicated are only approximate.) 





in ON the 18th Februmy, 1907, His Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople reported 
Our, — that tho Persian and Turkish Com re hd arrived at Mosul, and that they had 
een appointed to, settle the dispute with regard to the frontier in the Passova 
(30° 4N"N,, 45° 25° H,, cust of the frontier zone) district, and also to delimit the whole 
Doundary between the wo countries. 
Nothin appearud to result from the meeting: of these Commissioners, and in June 
ico, Sir CG, Spring- Rice report ‘YYohran that, the ‘Turks were active on the frontier, 
Doth north and-south, at Serdesht and Baysai (Pusht-i-kuh). 


























































Tw Sie Ne ‘The British and Russian Ambassadors were instructed to make earnest representa. 

eat tions to the Ottoman Government, and to impress upon them that th iratus quo {ot 1869) 

Su 18 should not be disturbed. Sir N, O'Coyor was authorized to utilize the Turkish map of 
é 1849 to demonstrte the extent of Turkish encroachments. 

His Excellency was informed by, the G inier that the first aggression had 
been committed hy Persian tribesmen in the neighbourhood of Pusht-i-kuh (an extensive 
district in the frontier zone, south of Mendali, and about 39° 0 N, and 47° 0" E.), but 
that order had been restored, and all troops withdrawn from Persian territor 

Ou the Sed Angaist the Persinn Grand Vizier i S 
Jud oeenpied Mengawer (Men eva is the p 
iin Province of Mengaver. It is on the eastern limit of the frontier zone, and lies 







































Sir 0, 
Spring-Rioo, Tuy 


























On the Gth August he 

netics, stating tHist 6,000 Turks with guns were with i 

Avgusi 6,” frontior zone) and that many Christian villagers had been ile, 
f Affaires hal received similar information from the American Missi 

Urumin. 

‘To Sie Ne Tt appeared that the Turkish troops 

OConor, for punitive purposes, to the west of the village of Touli (1 mile 

37° 15! N., 44° 95° 
The Persian G 

and the Russian Gov 





ported that the Pe 

































Government 





rnment requested the intervention of His Majest 
nment. 






















provinee partly within the frontier zone and partly to the east thereot 
alled Movs OF Tergarv: w, and is on the pares limit of the frontier 

4 N. and 44° 467 F.) and Beradost (an extensive district. within 
i 87° 49’ N. and 44° 40’ I2.); and that the Ottoman troops had been 
obliged to repulse them across the frontier, since, despite the presence Of a Turkish 
garrison, they had pressed as far as Mengawer (see above), 

(On the 8th August the Persian Chargé d’Affaires stated that two days before 
the Turks had bombirded Movana and massacred ninety Christians, male and female, 
He also explained that the punitive expedition of which the Porte had complained 
had been undertaken at the instance of the United States’ Legation in Tehran, 

On the 11th Au r O, Spring-Rice reported that the Turks had occupied the 

village of Gangatehin (on eastern limit of frontier zone, 37° 45’ N. and 44° 45’ £.), and 
th. i ed Christian refugees were with the Russian Consul at Urumia, 
where great anxiety prevailed. 3 

On the h August Sir C, 


















lis 










































and midway bewveen that town and the 
44° 49’ B.), 

On the 15th A 
colleague aud to 


whielr had 
and to urge th 




























His Majesty's Goy 
the Turco-Persi 


vesulb of Sir a, 
missioners ; Nicolson, 
ical as to the results of stich 
‘ A. Nicolson was informed dat His 
8 d @ up the proposal made in Octobir 1906 
to the Porte, that His Majesty’ Government and the Russian Government should 
assist in the completion of the frontier within the zone however, essential 
hhinild have full power to delimit the 
rever be settled. 
‘onor was instructed to confer with hie Russian colleague when he 
nstructions in the matter, age en Oe oe 
t Sir C. Sprinye-lRice reported that the Turkish Commander at qn? 
Russian Consul at Urumia in writing that lie liad no orders to” 













id August Sir A. 
ent were ready to 










































Ban hal informed the 
withdraw, 

Throughout the past month Sir N, O’Conor has made energetic representati \ 

i h sir N, ¢ sc cntations to Sie. 
the Sultan aud to the Porte. ‘The official copy of the * [dent oO" a anurient 41 one, 
to the Porte in 1869 has been puirloined by Izzet Pasha, the Sultan's Private Seoretary ; NO.b!, 
and the negotiations at Constantiuople are apparently not only obsirusted, but ii « Rotsean 
state of deplorable confusion. Aviat 28 

Meanwhile iety of the Persian Government does not subside, and 8” 

ptember Sir ©, Spring-Riee inquired what further steps were 

















ies, in 4 convenient form, u 
the frontier completed in 1904, and indi 
of 1904, aud by distiuetive colours the limi 





being prepared of 
c by a dotted line 
of the frontier zone, 


or Maunslls map of 
he frontier stedus yuo 















Conclusion, 






: nment and the Russian Go 
template the appointment of Commissioners once more, itm: 






iment «ippear to con- 
be useful to consider, 














238 


in the light of sixty-four years of unsucceseful effort, the conditions under which the 
appoint 

As 
appointment for a si 
to establish beforeh i ane vl 
settlement of the dispute, No such settlement. is, how 
Ottoman Government will loyally aeoept the conclusions 
sioners, who should have the power to arbitrate % am 

Tris doubtful if the Porte would willingly accept arbi Without such 
condition the ‘appointment, of Commissioners could serve no useful purpose; it woul 
fathor result in further mischief, for the reasons explained on p. 24 of the Foreign 
Office Memorandum of December last. 

Tt dlovs seems, however, that Great. Brit 
they have just concluded an Agreement. expressly recognizing 
in bringing great pressure to bear on the Porte with a view to enfor r 
‘Tho enormous labour and expense which they have undergone in the interest of peace 
is sun nimont in justification of energetic action, when it appears 
that tie sacrifices so freely made are to by rendered largely, useless by Turkish 
Aggression, calculuted to increase the anarchy already existing in Persia. 

BEN Gvent, Britain spent nearly £100,000 on tins question between 1843 and 1885, 
apart, from the cost, of telegrams, - 7 
Pei a Commission is appointed solely to mediate, no tangible result will follow 
any more than in the past, : a ook Po 

Ye avent-of the Bagdad Tailway will bring new factors into a situation already 


nt should be mad 
‘Arnold Kemal only too tral 








y pointed out in eran sie his own 
jar purpose was tnder consideration, it is absolutely necessary 
T euch conditions of negotiation as will render possible a definite 

, possible unless the 
the mediating Commis- 












































where there was a dispute in 1904, 
on—and it will be more diffioult to 









aflord such protec 
the suzerainty af Bt i 
retimstanices there is much to be 








Tt would fore seem expedient to inform the Russian Government that 
we ane pro sto the appointinet of Comnissioners on the understanding 
that the Porte shall be informed that, their decision is to be regarded as final, an 
that they are to be arbitrators as distinct from mediators, « position we feel justified 
in taking up on the grounds indicated above The Porte should, however, be given 























explicitly to understand that the two Powers decline under any circumstances to 
scogiiat ak Turkish any point east of the frontier ere 
Be RET PLAUIU eimtanMAUiU ca guts bokwellaettke 








to send temporarily a British Vice-Consul, in order that they may both 
nany places east of the zone have been occupied.’ 


first unstance 
rt what and how im: 
ned) ALWYN PARKER. 


dofinitely r 











Koreign Ofte 
Sept 





her 9, 1907. 


Postscript. September 16, 1907. 


‘The annexed telegrms to and frow His Majesty's An 
and Sir A Kemball’s letter of the 14th September bring thi 





}bassador at Constantinople 
Memorandum up to date, 


ANNEX. 
(..) 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 1, 7 a.s.) 
(No.f120.) Therapia, September 11, 1907, 12°50 a... 
PERSEAN frontier. 










Your telegrams Nos, 112 and 114 and my despateli rbhe Ga 
Russian Ambassador told me tosday that their Minister is of opinion 
that unless our tivo Governments interfere as mediating Powers ill not with- 
draw, even fron the Persian territory recently occupied, and adds that as the Turks 
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have seized some land close to Urumia, the property of a Russian, their claim to 
interfere could be fully justified, Before replying, his Excellency wished to know my 
opinion. 

Ee esta Uyeda raid hetstorfonwoulalsearcet tour tarrection ae Chi enanere 
and that before presenting a [group undecypherable] demand for mediation I thought 
that we should very carefully consider what we should do in case of refusal. 
Moreover, I believed that rejection of our proposal would entail upon both Govern- 
ments a considerable loss of influence and prestige, besides diminution of chance of 
our being able to interfere to some effect at a more propitious time. 

L understand that Ambassador will submit thiese considerations to his Government, 

‘There is no Treaty obliging the Turks to accept our mediation, while Persia is 
conducting her negotiations with such singular ineptitude that I should be sorry to 
open serious negotiations with Porte without seeing our way through. 

I sent a message to Grand Vizier to-day to say that I had heard from Tabroen 
that Turkish troops had now occupied whole of Beradost and were levying duty on 
the inhabitants, and to protest against this action, which was absolutely contmury to 
assurances given to me by the Porte. 

Grand Vizier denies truth of these statements, and says there has been no advance 
beyond points reached when he gave me tho assurances mentioned in my despateh 
No, 522, 


Would it not be as well to send His Majesty's Consul-General at Tabrees to 
Urumia ? 























(2) 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor (Constantinople), 


(No. 116.) Foreign Office, September 18, 1907, 
YOUR telegram No, 120: ‘Turco-Persian fronti 
‘Things are apparently getting worse on the Persian frontier, and though there 

need be no question of an ultimatum at present, you should support the Russian 

Ambassador in urging upon the ‘Turks the necessity of agreeing to some settlement of 

the frontier, and use all your influence to impress upon them that the advance of 

‘Turkish troops into Persian torritory has created a situation which must lead to 

undesirable complications. 

















(@) 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor (Constantinople), 


(No. 117.) Foreign Office, September 14, 1907, 4 vast, 

URCO-PERSIAN frontier: My telegram No, 116, 

‘Where is no doubt from independent testimony that ‘Turkish troops are in 
oecupation of places within the frontier zone, such as Vazné and Lahijan, to which 
they have no right, and also to the east of the zone, such as Ban, and also portions of 
Mergawor, Tergawer, and Beradost, 

We have just signed a Convention with Russia agreei 
aud independence of Persia. If the Turkish advance continues, as is probable, unless 
checked hy energetic representations, it will ereate a most difficult situation for the 
Russian Government, and indirectly for ourselves, 

His Majesty's Government are morally bound both to Persia and Russia to do all 
in their power to settle this question, and T cannot help thinking that i wo let mattors 
drift-a crisis will ar 














ig to respect the integrity 


























stantinople, and there 
on the extensive materials already 











showing the frontier status quo in 
4E 
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11904, and the limits of the frontier zone, are in course of preparation, and would be 
imished by His Majesty's Government. : % 

reer is Oaialanenies are paKbla agree, the mediating Powers might scleot an 
Arbitrator, whose decision would be final, but this need not be intimated to the Porte 
until the necessity arose, ‘The essential thing in the first instance would be to get the 
Commission accepted and set about its work. 

What i pinion on this pro} 

Weronsilor i important that the frontier should bo settled before the Bagdad 
Railway comes down to the Gulf, 4 : 

We would propose to appoint either Colonel Napier or Major Maunsoll 

Colonel Napier was Military Attaché at Tebran and St. Petersbureh, and has had 
experience on Afghan fronticr delimitation, He speaks Russian, ‘Uurkish, ani 
Persian, 








(4) 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received September 15. 7 P.M.) 


(No, 121.) Therapia, September 15, 1907, 410 v. 
TURCO-PERSTAN frontier, Your telegram No. 117. rere 
His Majesty’s Consul-General at Tabrees, telegraphs that, upon arrival at Tergavar, 

Ottoman Chicf” Commander, Tahir Pasha, reprimanded military officer anil arrested 

cortain Kurds, 

‘his is hopeful, , 

Betoro the Commander's departure I made energetic representations to the 
Grand Vizior for the withdrawal of Ottoman troops from all territory recently. 

nupied, ‘ 
aesiiact Pash is probably lending Sultan astray, and no doubt courting gra 

Plications. I propose sending Fitzmaurice to sec him to-morrow, and warni 

most soriously of the grave dangers ahead if the status quo is not re-established, 

1 sincordly hope that you will wait result of this interview, and report, from 
Wratistays, showing how matters really stand—how much is due to action of Military 
Jommundant, and how much to the general lawlessness of the country before you 
move further in the matter. 13 x 
mee eventually we are. compelled formally to propose mediation I think your 
proposals are unobjectionable, but, as already stated, I foresee great difficulty in 
persuading the Turks tonceept it, and Estill think that we should consider what steps 
we can tke in case of refusal. 

Tnvany case, it will be know 

io doubt whatever it will 

i interest: 









° com= 
g him 





































to the ‘Turks that we have taken initiativ 
a feeling of great ich will s 
especially the Mesopotamian oil-fields, 














(8) 
Sir Kdward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor (Constantinople). 


(No. 119.) Foreign Office, September 16, 1907. 
URCO-PERSTAN frontier: Your telegram No. 121. 
Twill wait a little longer, as you advise, 


(Confidential.) “ J 

L drew up the proposals made in my telegram No, 117, partly in consequence of 
an inquiry made by Iussian Chargé d’Alfaires as to what measures could be taken to 
forve the Turks to retire, and under the impression that if we made uo proposals of 
ny kind the Russian Government would propose something more stringent. It 
Would therefore be unfair in any ease to accuse us of hostile initiative. E 

T hope you may be able to get matter settled as you propose, and thus avoid 
proposals either from us or Russia, 
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(e) 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey. (Received September 17, 7 Aa.) 





129.) ‘Therapia, September 17, 1907, 12°20 a2, 
MY telegram No, 121. 
From interviews to-day with Sultan's Private Secretary, I 
Grand Vizier, there is no doubt that the Sultan has been misled by 
thinking that there has been no enerouchment on Persian territor 
gravity of situation and fear complications. 

Grand Vizier was grateful for our action at the Palace, and said that within three 
orfour days, when Turkish Commission got to work, and our Consul-Generalat ‘Tabrees 
reached Urumia, any Turkish troops east of contested zone will be withdrawn, 





et Pasha, and the 
is Secretary into 
hey realize 









(7) 
Sir A. Kemball (o Foreign Office. —(Received September 16.) 





, Sussea Square, Briyhton, 
September 14, 1907. 
I READ with great interest the exhaustive Memorindum jucloxed with your 
lotter of the 9th instant, relating the history of the Turco-Persian frontier deliinitation, 
My own experiences coincide very precisely with the conclusions at which you have 
arrived. ‘They clearly demonstrate that, under existing conditions, the problem set. to 
the Joint Conmission was practically insoluble, ‘fo bogin with, the field of operations, 
was not propitious, ‘Trad and religious. projudi l 
ambitions of rival chiefs, their shifty allegiance, and the semi-nomadic chara 
the Kurdish tribes, as exemplified in. their summer and winter mig 
the ever present means of fomenting differences to forwari political ends. wholly 
undisgutised in tlieir obvious purpose which, from lack of authority, the Delegates of 
the Mediating Powors were powerless to counteract, hus a free hand was left to the 
persistent ves of the Sultan’s agents in tho furtlicrance of a policy of encroach= 
ment and aggression deliberately adopted at the Porto, and culininating’ in the present 
situation, ‘The facts as traced and recorded by tion that 
has always possessed me, that if practical rest 
national Repre: on the one lind, and the European Delegates on the other, 
ust in some effective de ively exclianged—in other words, tliat 
ode mediation for the det nination of final 
so, thy fail of effect 


Dear Mr. Parker, 

















ves, the confl 























































unless fortified by pro 
zone say, that of 1869—com 
status quo of 1543, formulated by o 
operations within its limits until th 
should be in 








sof the States concerned. ‘Ihe 
d to their respective Ambassadors at: 
ons in consultation with Ministers should be deemed 





Constantinople, whose dec 
final 








lis scheme would involve, of course, rev 
tivo or more military Consuls on our side vested with power 
to their additional duties as Delimitation Commissioners. 

Tt would be ficilitated by the recoriled fact of Persin’s unconditional accoptance 
of the principle of arbitration, and possibly the enfente happily concluded between 
Russia and England may prompt the Sultan to adopt the samo principle hitherto so 
Deremptorily rejected by him, though the cheek experienced by Lord Dufferin (p, 10) 
respecting Kotur and its probable (i, German instigation) eatise does not, enconrage 
the hope of such a dénouenent, 

J cite the following incident to illustrate the working of the system, approximating 


in its effect the objects contemplated by the appointment of the British militar 
Consular officers aforesaid. 2 i ne i 


A Kurdish tribe professing allegiance to Persia, on its return home from its 





permanent appointment of 
nd functions corresponding 
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ish si e border, being charged with looting the 
rinter quarters on the ‘Turkish side of the border, being charged w: ti 
punt! nits pasage, Nampk Pash proceeded fo organiae a force in_ pursuit, with 
the avowed intention of following wp and retaliating upon the ue 
5 them, My remonstrances failing to divert hi : me I 
eae Mnatter to the British, Ambassador at Constantinople, whose represen. 
ations to the Porto being no doubt of a nature to transfer to Ministers th 
{ation itty of any complication that might ensue, they_ promptly Aecided to invite 
Namyk Pashia to the capital to fill the important vost of Minatr of ‘War 0 whioh 
shad been nominated by the Sultan, ‘The crisis was thus e Hout fus or nel 
a SOE een tore the Military Consuls would thus be Airvsted ina ai lar 
pennerto reniler responsibility operative where rightly due before and not after the 
ORS i ive of the watchful tenacity of the 
nention another strative of the ity of the 
artis ih lomnection with frontier deliitation, which hasits humorous side. being 
Mitermined to-jom up the Turkish and Persian lines of telegraph the extension being 
® from ‘Veliran to Khanikin on the common frontier, on the bonlers 
a ee stget the Governor-General of Bagdad intordieted the furor progress of 
the Bnglish working party on the ground that theexitenerof theline would dtr 2 
i jo, and eventually he held toidentify the lands it traversed as Pe 
fae Leet re at hand of turning the difficulty, by the transfer of the 
Of iron posts (specially, supplied for the construction of the ‘Tm 
ah), to he alternated with the ordinary wooden posts in use, 
ink ibikis course was susceptible of no reasonable objection, and, alter reference 
6 Constantinople, was adopted without more ado. Lets: 
0 CoO T canngt tlnow any Wight on the di appearance non tents 
emball” yorking map. [t transpires from your Memorandum. that the last, perso 
rea oontmues of i was Sir Biward Faniloy, then proceeding todefine the borders 
of Kot 
1 


























































yoquisive num 
Jine from Bagdad to Bus 




















nil remain yours sincerely, 
dl) A. B, KEMBALL. 


‘ont sent mi 


(Si 





wun with many thanks the pap 















(30281) No. Bit, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Kuward Grey.—(Received September 9.) 
are an SP, Gulahek, September 9, 1907. 





ob ‘net, which has been formed, and which is the 
't is not likely that the new Cabinet, which has been and which is, 
Shali's worl, willbe Tasting, ‘he Moushfr-ed-Dowlel relusad oes, |The Minister 
Gf the Interior is said to. be lionest but. anti-European. ‘The Sand-ed-Dowleh is 
Minister for Boreign Affairs, He is notoriously corrupt. 









(30051) No. 345. 
‘Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O' Conor, 





Foreign Office, September 9, 1907. 
your telegram No. 119 of the 7th September. 
Rice is clearly to British and Russian 






Commission we ; : 
itive question is receiving full consideration and we will shortly address a further 


tolegram to you. 











(29835) N 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


; Foreign Office, September 9, 1907. 

Bo Sir B. it herewith, to be laid before 
rected by Secretary Sit B. Grey to transmit herewith, to be laid befor 

Mr nee eee. copies of telegram: marked in the margin? from His 








© Nos $298 and 328. 
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‘Majesty's Minister at Tchran relative to a request made by His Majesty’s Consul 
General at Isfahan for an inerease of the Consular guard. 
Sir E. Grey considers that His Majesty’s Government would be incurring a serious 















responsibility were they to refuse this request, and he trusts that Mr. Morley will seo 
his way to instruct the Government of India to make the necessary arrangements as 
quickly as possible, 


Should Mr. Morley be prepared to adopt this course, Sir E, Grey proposes to 
inform the Russian Government of the intended increase of the Consular guard, in 
view of the fact that Isfahan is included in the Russian sphere of influence. 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLE’ 











[80296] No. 347. 


Sir F, Bertie to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 10.) 


(No. 437. Secret.) 
Sir, Paris, September 9, 1907. 
I SHOWED to the President of the Council this morning a summary of the 
Anglo-Russian Conyention ned on the 31st ultimo. 

M. Clemenceau promised to keep secret tle information which T had given him, 
and he said that he thought that it was very satisfactory to have settled the questions 
with which the Convention dealt, particularly that of Porsia, as it cleared the: ground 
for a discussion of the question of the Bagdad Railway and of the Persian Gulf, which 
latter would really be the important one if it were raised, 

T observed to his Excellency that our policy in regard to the Persian Gulf had 
been publicly declared by both political parties in England, and if any Power showed 
an inclination to oppose our interests as thus publicly defined it would mean that that. 
Power desired to seek a quarrel with us, 











T haye, &o, 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE, 





(30399) No, 818, 


Sir A, Nicolson ¢o Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 10.) 
(No. 185.) 
(Velegraphic.) P, 

GOUBASTORR told me to-d 





St. Petersburgh, Seplember 10, 1907. 
J day that the editor of the “Novo Vremya? was 
anxious to publish an article in favour of the Anglo-Iussian Convention and was 
ig him to furnish such information with regard to it as would enable him to do 
The article would have no official character. Although | urged delay he 
much; I consequently informed him that I would telegraph to you about 
‘argument was that apparent indiscretion would do no harm if the « 
the Ameor had a few days start, and that the portion of the Agreement which referred 
to Persia would already be in the possession of the Persian Government, 

‘Their eagerness for publication here is unfortunate; but I should be glad if 1 
Gould have a reply to give him as T feel there will be difficulty in stopping” leakage 
much lon; 

AM. Goubastoff then asked me about ratifieations, and informed me that as in 
about a fortnight the Emperor of Russia would have returned from his eruise, 
Tatificatious could be exchanged if desired about the end of September. 







































(80400) No, 349, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edicard Grey.—(Received September 10.) 
(No. 186.) 


(Telegraphic) B. St. Petersburgh, September 10, 1907. 
M, GOUBASTORF gave me tovday tho draft of a despatel: to M. de Hartwig 
respecting the exchange of telegraph lines in Persia, in which he was instructed te 


concert wi a Sir C. Spring-Rico as to the manner of approaching the Persian 
2. 4 
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Government, and obtaining their consent. to the exchange, T will forward this 
oumer ® messenger who leaves on ‘Thursday. ; ; 
eae te ries euedSoiatan line, I have not yet reesived the information 
which I asked for, but, a¢ far a4 T ean gather, the Russians are in much the same 
Position legally as we are as regnrds the other telegraph lino, although they exercised 
nore control in practice. ‘The British and Iussian Hepresentatives at Tehran, could 
perhaps open the discussion with the Government of Persia, if you should approve o 

this, 
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Lam accordingly to inquire whether copies could be furnished at an early date of 
those sheets of Major Maunsoll’s map which relate to the frontier, with the limits of 
the frontier zone indicated by distinctive colours, and based upon the identic official 
map of 1869, of which a copy is preserved in the library of the Foreign Office. 

Major Maunscll’s map would materially assist the Commissioners if they should 
be appointed, since the frontier status quo of 1904 is marked by a dotted line, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





[30398] No eho 


ir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received September 10.) 
‘No. 252.) 
ee ULOORUSSIAN 
NGLO-RUSSIAN Agreement. ‘ 
Tam told that it would be rogarded as a pledge of good faith, and asa proof that 
ve meant the integrity and independence of Persia tobe part of public law and not 
tuhject to the will of the two Signatory Governments, if these would eonsent to, join 
Persia in asking for tho adherence of other Powers to the guaranteo of these principles, 
and se the opposition to the Agreement would be much diminished. 


Gulahek, September 10, 1907. 





{30401} No. 351, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 10.) 


Gulahek, September 10, 1907. 
1 a most disquicting report from This Majesty's Viee-Consul_ at 
ation of the Oil o employés, The tribesmen are becoming 
fotively aggressive, and the impunity which has followed four recent cases in point, 
and other acts during the last six months, proves them to have Tost the old idea at 
Tauropean lives are inviolable. They aro rapidly getting beyond all control, aud the 
Khaus, owing to internal dissensions, are. unwilling to punish the offenders, except 
tinder tho soverest pressure and after long delay. ‘The work of the Syndicate mnay 
tho opinion of the Vice-Consul, havo to be abandoned, which would result in the total 
Joss of our prestige, and Europeans will be in tho most serious danger unless prompt 
itros are taken to enforce respect for them. y i 
‘he Vive-Cousul has hitherto beew optimistic, so that T view these reports in a 
most serious light. “2 
Silanes ed to be supplied by the Khans, are quite useless, and 
from the Persian Government nothing isto bo expected. 
Tsuguost that the Syndicate shoul he informed of the situation, if, as T presume, 
itis out of the question that armed protection should be supplied hy His Majesty's 
Government. 





(80376) No. 352, 
Foreign Office to War Office. 


Foreign Office, September 10, 1907. 
I AM directed by Secretary Sir E. Groy to state, for the information of the Army 
nil, bat in view of fle prosont situation on the Pureo-Persian frontier the 
possible appointment of British and Russian Commissioners to assist in the di 
of the boundary is under consideration, ese bet AR or b 
of the principal difficulties in dealing with this question 
through the lack of adequate maps, and much trouble would be 
ohyiated i ‘© by the provision of a sulliefent number (say, twenty copies) of 
reliable maps in a convenient form. P 
‘Mhe map prepared by Major Maunsell, R.A,, in 1904 is no doubt more accurate 
than any other existing map, but unfortunately the limits of the frontier zone, as laid 
down by Colonel Williams and Colonel ‘Tchirikoif between 1848 and 1853, are not 
shown, 





[30558] No, 353. 


Memorandum communicated by Persian Secretary, September 11, 1907. 


‘THE Persian Chargé d’Affaires has received a telegram from Prince Alnsos- 
Saltanchi, Minister for Foreign Affairs, stating that according to telegraphic information 


from the Government of Salmas 100 Turkish troops entered the village of “ Kunkteh 
in) on the 


ntinople to Sir Cecil Spring-R 
having gone back, each day renew their agarcssion and occupy a new district, 
Ii is camestly requested that His Britannic Majesty’s Government, as a 
and mediator in frontier disputes between Persia and ‘Turkey, may kindly 
their Ambassador in Constantinople to. strongly support. the ‘Persian Ambassador in 
demanding the punishment and the withdrawal of the ‘Turkish troops from all the 
districts which they have occupied, and to take steps to prevent the recurrence of such 
in future. For if the ‘urkish troops continually make aggressions and 
districts which most undoubtedly and indisputably belong to Persia, this will 
cause great agitation and will have deplorable results, 


Persian Legation, September 9, 1907. 


‘oceup 
certainl: 





(30413) No. B54, 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edvoard Grey.—(Received September 11.) 
r 


20.) 


Constantinople, September 11, 1907. 
Nos, 112 and 114 of the Sth and Oi instant respectively, and 


5 thie ureo-Persitn 
fer at Tehran 


our two Governments interfere ag 
ferfere would be fully justified by 
land close to Urmia which is the property of @ 


His Excellency said that he wished to know my opinion before sending a reply. 
{ therofore told him that I thought it improbable that the Porte would accept vi 
intervention at this moment, and that before we presented a formal demand for 

ation it would be necessary to consider very carefully whi) action we should 
take in the event of our demand heing refused. In thiat case 1 thought that not only 
would the chance of our being able to interfere eff ata more favourable moment 
be diminished, but both Goveraments would suiler a considerable loss of prestige and 
influence, Z 


__M. Zinoview gaye me to understand that he will submit these con 
his Government, 


‘Turkey is not bound by Treaty to accept our mediation, and so long as the Persian 


iderations to 
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fi i dmit that, until we see our 
ese i ith such a singular lack of skill T must adm t 
Stay ilvough T should be sony to open seriows negotiations with the Otfoman 


Sere Near from Tabreez that the Turks had occupied the whole of Baradost, 


inhabit Vizier a message to-day 
nd were duty on the inbabitants, I sent the Grand | mesg 
ao Tee acist this action, which T reminded im oy -abeoately tea the 
whi 0 the Porte, and rep, y y t 
assittances which Thad received from fe, and roorte to you in my despatch 
0. 522 of the 2st ultimo. ‘The Grand Vizier, however, ZI 
anes Res rence erent point reached wien these assurnees were given mo. 
[would suggest that Iis Majesty's Consul-General at Tabreez should bes 


to ascertain fac 





[30587] No, 355, 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received September 12.) 


India Office, September 1, 1907, 
i id before the Secretary of State for Foreign 
cleo nolo to be aid asorn the, Seeotary of State for Foreign 
ith Sir E, Grey’s opinion 
y concerning the 


the rights of the British Government: i 
inet pledye given by the then Sh 
in 1900, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) GOLIN G, CAMPBELL. 


Tnelosure in No. 355. 
Government of India to Mr. Morley. 


(elogeaphic) fea Serenber 2 1907, 
SXGREEMUND with Russia, Persia, Will pledges as regards railways i 

Spiller Denlaventy tomer Staion HOGI September, 1885, and the 11th April, 

1900, be maintained under Article LLL of the draft Convention as 1g conces 

ov is it intended that they should be cancelled by Conven 





(30554) No. 355°, 
Indin Office to Foreign Office.—(Receivect September 12.) 


India Ofice, September 11,1907, 

N roply to your letter, dated the Oth instant, Lam to inelose, for the information 
GERUNIN RISE. Cer a Sopa ots Uegrtas anchoring talevellne ttn, Govorse 
pient of India to mako ite ne ‘arrangements as quickly as possible for increasing 
 tiventy the Tspahan Consular guard. ‘ 
STA aE a ia rea All sese rdeupie Jo eaualiy fielded betyden Mean 
and Indian Governments, Paeren 

igned) "COLIN G. CAMPBELL 
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Tnelosure in No. 355%, 
Mr. Morley to Government of India, 


(Velegraphic.) P, India Office, September 10, 1907, 
ISPAHAN Consular guard, 
Please see Spring-Rice’s telegrams Nos. 243 and 247 of the Sth and 6th instant, 
Foreign Office request that guard should be increased to twenty, and that necessary 
arrangements should be made as quickly as possible, Please act accordingly, Ae 


Aspahan has been included in the sphere of the Russians, Russian Government will be 
informed. 





(30398) No, 356, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 

(No. 186.) 

(Telegraphic) B. 2 Foreign Office, September 12, 1907. 
WITH reference to telegram No, 262 of the 10th instant from Sir ©. Spriug-Rica, 

it is proposed to send following reply : 


Such a course, which would furnish Powers, especially Germany, with an exense 
for interference in Persian affairs, does not appear to us expedient, 

You should discourage the idea, and yout should say, if appronched, that a formal 
Agreement between the two Powers, which owing to their geographical. position are 
Principally interested in Persia, should be ample, and that sue a xequest On the. part 
of tho Persian Government would be regarded by tis as tantamount to a slur on love 
go faith, | Tho Russian Government will, we hope, issue instructions to. thoty 
Reopresentative that he is to assume a similar attitude, 





(30400) No. 57. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 
(No. 187.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, September 12, 1907. 
ELBASE refer to your telegram No. 186 of the 10th instant, 
AWe agree that Persian Government's consent. shoitld as soon as. possible be 
ohtained, and when it hasbeen received we will consider Russian draft instructions, 
We desire to reevive information as regards Meshed-Svistan line. 





(80413) 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
(No. 113.) 
(Telessraphic.) Foreign Office, September 12, 1907, 
sian frontier dispute, 
with a view to co-operating with Russian Vice-Consul so 
nrate details respecting the situation, that it would be advisable to 
ueril at Tabreez temporarily to Urumia, Most likely hho would ha 
obliged to remain there for some months, and it might in that case he difficult to do 
withont him. Whom would yon propose to'send ? 





(30726) 


2 Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received September 13,) 

(No. 189.) 

(Telegraphic.)_P. St. Petersburgh, September 18, 1907. 
WITH reference to your telegram No, 185 of the 13th instant 
1 gave M. Goubastolf the substance of Sir C. Spring-Rice’s tologram No. 252 as 


welllas the reply which you proposed to make, lis Excellency informed me that Ine 
(1521) 1@ 
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had received no telegram from M. de Hartwig about what passed. I therefore 
suggested that he should be informed, and that instructions should be given him to 
‘act in conformity with Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 

‘Vo this M, Goubastoff agreed. 





(30695) No. 
Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 


(No, 264.) 
iolographic,) P. Gulakek, September 13, 1907. 

T HAVE received the following telegram from His Majesty’s Vico-Consul, Ahwaz, 
in which I concn 


“Bridges, Lynch should be warned that we cannot be responsible for conse- 
quences. of sending engineer. previous to referonce to Khans. ‘The enginoor is 
talegraically report from Bashir to he du to eave Ahwaz on the 29th August for 
the Piukhitiat’ contr 


Reference is to your telegram No, 109 of the 7th instant. 





(30719) No. 861. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir dward Grey.—(Received September 13.) 
No, 255.) 
(olesraphic.) 2. Gulahek, September 13, 1907. 
M. NAUS has beon 1 roference to your telegram No. 112 of the 
Uh justant, I haye beon informed by the Russian Minister, who, however, gave no 
particulars, that the Russian Bank would now be put on a new basis. 





(80401) 


No, 11.) 
Polegraphic.) Py Foreign Office, September 18, 1907. 
‘OLL Syndicate, Your telegram No, 258 of the LOth September. 
Please send instructions to. His Majesty's Viee-Consul at Ahwaz that he 
Iudeaw any British subjects who, in ease of danger, wish to leave. 1 
1 informed. 
ihe Pursiin Government should he pressed to restore order, and you should say 
that jn ense of injluy to British subjects or property ave shall hold them responsible. 
Gan you suggest any means by which pressiny might be brought to bear on the 
tribes by action in the Gulf’? We could not send an armed For 





{80413} No, 363. 


Sin Kitward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor. 

(No. 116) 

(etosraphi ‘eign Office, September 13, 1907. 
BURCO- 120 of the 11th September. 
{app iting worse, and, although for 

the present no idea o! tuum nieed be entertained, you should lend your support 
to the Luissian Ambassador in impressing upon the ‘Turks the necessity of weachine an 
agreement as to some settloment of the frontior. AIL your influence should be. used 
to make them clearly understand that a situation which must lead to undesirable 
complications lias been eveated by the advance of ‘Turkish troops into Persian 
territo 





[30399] No. 361°, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(No 188) 

(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, September 18, 1907, 
Feat NCDO RUSSIAN (Convention: | Sen) yous) telegram) No TAB of- he) 100) 
instant, 

We have alrewly said almost as much as can bo sid against publication until the 
Ameer receives our communication, Our letter, whieh left on the 10th, will take at 
least sixteen days to reach hi mn frontior, 

If publication in an incomplete form now took placo, a thing we should’ greatly 
deprecnt, ie would be almost certain to ees the news, anid probubly,inaceurate in 
form, 

‘That the Ameer stiould view the Agrvoment favourably is to the fnterest: also of 
Russia. 

The Russian Government should be informed that we would be prepared, by 
publishing on the 26th, to mect their views. Yow should urge them not foallairany 
communication to the press to he made until that date, For there would he even 
greater difficulty in refusing our press, and the reception of the Convention by our 
press might ho seriously prejudiced by an indiserotion at St. Petorsbmgh while 
information was withlield here, 

T liope, as this would he most unfortunate, that some definite agreement will } 
reached with the Russian Government, that nothing should be published toe te 
2Gth, but that there should bo full publication on the 26th, 

We could perliaps agree, if the Russians return to the charge, to publish two o 
three days earlior, sinco there would not then be so great a chance of the aews 
reaching him, 7 
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[29521] No. 364. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, September 13, 1907. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 4th June last, relative to the extension of 
British telegraph concessions in Persia, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Groy 
to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His Ambassador to 
St. Petersburgh,* forwarding copy of an aide-mémoire handed to him by the Russian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, intimating the acceptance of his Government in principle 
of the cession to them of the rights exercised by His M: y's Government over the 
Mehran-Khanikin telegraph line, and stating that they have no objection to the 
prolongation for 20 years of the concessions for the ‘Tehran—Bushire, Jask-Gwaddar, 
and Kachan-Robat lines, 

Sir B. Grey would be glad to be informed wh 
wish that instructions should be sent to His Maje 
the Persian Government with a view to obtain the renewal of these concessions. 
Before sending such instructions it would be necessary to await the exchange of 
ratifications of the Anglo-Russian Conyention, and Sir E. Grey would further propose 
to leave to ©. Spring-Rice's diseretion the choice of the best moment for acting 
‘on them. 





















hor Mr, Secretary Morley would 
Minister at Toliran to approach 















Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLED, 








[80727] No. 365, 


Sir ©, Spring-Itice to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 
(No. 256.) 
(Welegraphic.) PB. Gulakek, September 14, 1907. 
TEN Russian Cossacks have arrived at Bunder Abbas by sea to replace the guard 
which has moyed to Kerman. Fifteen Russian Cossacks have arrived in Meshed, and 
thirty-three in Karez, ‘The relieved escorts have not yet been moyed, although these 
ave said fo be ordinary reliefs. 
















[80816] No. 3 
Sir G, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 14.) 
(No. 267.) 
(Telegraphic) PB. Tehran, September 14, 1907. 








EMPLOYEES of Oil Syndicate. 
Please vefer to my telegram No. 
of yesterd 
Captain Lorimer, who is at present in Ispahian, proposes going with his guard to 
Batwand, and that relieving detachment should be dispatched in November; these to 
include a junior British officer, who might be a probationer for the Political Department 
studying Persian, to take charge under the Vice-Consul; also twelve extra men for 
Batwand, and five or more for Mamatain, for the personal protection of British subjects. 
available, arrangements would have to be made to mount the 





253 of the LOth instant, and to my despateh No 























of Ispahan guard is, in his opinion, desirable, though not of immediate 
urgen 








Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 14.) 





Melegraphic.) PB. 
DEAT oceurred yery suddenly 
the confidence of the popular party, 


Gulahek, September 14, 1907. 
yesterlay of Mushir-ed-Dowleh. He enjoyed 








Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Reecived September Vt.) 











NSUL cannot leave Tabre 
instructed Consul-Goneral to leave him 





charge and himself proceed to Vrumin as 


Reference is to your telegram No, 113 of the 12th instant, 





Sir @, Spring-Rice to Sir Edivard Grey.— (Received September 14.) 


Gulaliek, September 14, 1907. 
1 following telogram, No, 2of to-day, from His Majesty’s Consul- 


Goneral at Tab 





* Unumia missionary: has tolegraphed that Turki 
in Kurds and reprimanded military office 


‘kish Commissioner on arrival at 








Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edvard Grey.—(Received September Vt.) 





Tehran, September 14, 1907. 





syndicate employes. 





and tine No. 267 of to-day. 





‘trong and repeated orders, which may, 
Persian Government. 

lays from Alwaz to Batwand, and I 
ease of Consular sar. 

al action would probably be useless, 


prove sterile, haye been 








think effect would be produced on tribes by ines 
order {0 inppross Porsian Government, navi 











* Sir Kilward Grey to Sir N. O'Conor, 


Foreign Office, September 14, 1907. 


Zz 


. 110 of the 13th instant: 
little room for doub 
are ocoupied by 
i places as Ban, to the 


Independent testimony Io 
zone, sich as Labijan and Vor 
to them, and also suc 


hin the frontier 
Turkish troops, which have no right 
‘ast of the zone and portions of Baradost, 


























A Convention I 





ed between us and Russia in whi 





the independence and intearity of Dy 
will he created for the Russian (Goi ernment 


and indirectly for ou 
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the Turkish advance continues, unless it is checked by energetic repre- 





There is s moral obligation on His Majesty's Government both to Parsia and to 
Russia to do alin their power to effect a sitloment of this question, aud if aces, 
are allowed to drift, I cannot help thinking that a crisis will arise, 

he expediency is therefore being considered of proposing to the Russian Govern- 
Cant that an identic communication be mado to the Porto suguesting theta Bornes 
Commission, consisting of Repre: ives of the four Powers, be appointed; it would 
Aocione Constantinople, aud there deeide upon a definito frontier line, basing tte om 
pegs on tho extensive materials which already exist, and would afterwards woseal 
to erect frontier pillars on tho boundary. 

In place of Ambassador at Constantinople, we would endeavour to secure appoint. 
ment of capable Persian Represontativ 

His Majesty's Government, would furnish a number of copies of Major Maunsells 
Map, in which the frontier status quo of 1904 and the limite of the frontor soma 
marked; they are now in course of preparation, 

Should the Commissioners fail to reach an agreement, an Arbitrator might be 
selected by the mediating Powers, His decision would he final, but wali cre necessity 
arose there would be no need to intiinate this to tho Porte. ‘To have the Commins 
Geented and its work begun, would be in the first instante the essential thingy Wine 
do you think as regards this proposal ? 

It is in our opinion an important point that a settlement of the frontier should be 
reached before the Bagdad Railway comes down to the Gulf, 

GF the two men who we shonld. propose to appoint, Colonel Napior was Military 
Atiaché at Tehran and St. Petorsburgh. Me speaks Russian, urkih, at Ponies 
and has had experience on delimitation of Afghan frontier; tho other is Majos Masneat 


a 


[30399] No. 872. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 





























(No. 189.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 14, 1907. 
HL SSAN Government will, wo presume, be ready to exchange ratiheations by 
the 26th (roference to my teles, . 188 of the 13th September). Ours ato ready: 


















(30725) No. 873, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson, 





(No. 190.) 
(Relegraphie.) P. Foreign Office, September 14, 1907. 

TALO-RUSSIAN Convention. Your telegram No, 188 of the 13th Soptembor, 
ithe views which we expressed in our telegram No. 188 of the lath September 


eotaquidergo no modification, and you should spare no effort to prevent the press from, 
obtaining information by an indiscretion, 3 


Please do not, without further reference to us, 
telegram, 


ee 
(30726) No. 874. 


Sir Kdward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 








act on last paragraph of that 





(No, 117.) 


(Telegraphic) P) Foreign Office, September 14, 1907, 
YO! 





R telegram No, 252 of the 10th September: A; 
Fe ct ean auld not be viewed favourably by us; it would give an exeete to 
er he es eceially to Germany, for interfering in the affairs of Posie aie, 
oul be discouraged, and you should say, if approached, that #, force Agree. 
jhent between the two Powers which are, owing’ to their geosraphical position chiefly 
inerested in Persia, should be ample, and that any request off ench ease cominig 
2] 4 


greement respecting Persia. 
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from tho Persian Government would be considered by us as tantamount to a slur on 


our good faith. eee: 
Gromise has been received from Russian Government, that Russian Minister at 


Nebran shall he instructed to assume an attitude in conformity with yours. 









[80554] No, 875. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, September 14, 100% 
TAM directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
etter of tho 11th instant, relative to the proposed increase of the British Consular 


guard at Ispahan. A ray ae 
Tam to stato that, before approaching the Treasury with a view to obtain their 
sanction to the division of the cost involved by this increase between the British and 
Tadian Clovernmonts, Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive information as to what the 
cost of the operation would be ay 7 aa 
Tar farther to point out that His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, in supporting the 
roquest of Tlis Majesty's Consul-General at Ispahan, mado hig approval of the ineroase 
conditional on its boii ellostive gradually (se is elegraxa No, 243 of the 5th instant, 
copy. of which was inclosed in my letter of the 9th instant). = 
Tam to requost that Mr, Secretary Morley will be good enough to cause the 
attontion of the Government of India to be called to the condition laid down by Sir C- 


Spring-Rico. 


Sir, 




















Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 












No. 876, 
Sir ©. Spring-Rtice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 15.) 


(80818) 






Pi Gulahek, September 15, 1907. 
KINDLY keep me informed of movements, such as increase of Ispahan guard, 
whieh T hear you have ordered. 

















[30819] No. 87. 
spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 18.) 





Sir 
(No. 203.) 
(Welegraphie.) B. 
PLBASE seo your telegram No. 117 of yesterday. 
People hore are watching events in Morocco and elsewhere very carefully. T 
urgo. strongly that overy possible precaution should be taken to. prevent. popular 
toatimont being exeited against the Agreement with Russia, Were this to happen most 
Serious results would ensue, and an opportunity would be given to Germany. 
Communication of Agreoment will, I presume, be made formally and officially, 
ring despatch, to other Powers. Some way. aight be found of associating: 
Porsia with the communication in that case. A pacifying effect would be produced 
qrero sueli au assurance given here, together with a statement that the portion relating 
to Persia coutaing no secret clause. - 
‘nd that we are regarded with the utmost suspicion, and 
ative would strengthen the impression that, in spite of 


Ltrust you will bear ia 

that to answer in a direct 1 on. . 
our formal disclaimer, the two Powers lay claim to a special and privileged posit 
Porsia. 


Gulahek, September 15, 1907. 
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{30813] No. 378. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 16.) 


{No. 121.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, Septeniber 15, 1907. 

WRATISLAW telegraphs that Tahir Pasha, the chief ‘Turkish member of the 
Persian Frontier Commission, on reaching Tergavar arrested certain Kurds and 
reprimanded the officer in command of the troops, which is, I think, a hopeful sign. 

I saw the Grand Vizier before the Commissioners started, and energetically urged 
him to withdraw the troops from all territory recently occupied by the ‘Turks. I 
imagine that the Sultan is being led astray by Izzet, who is no doubt courting grave 
complications, so I propose to send him a message to-morrow by Mr. Fitzmaurice to, 
warn him most seriously of the grave dangers which will ensue if the status quo is not 
establishied. 

It is my sincere hope that, before moving further in tlie matter in the sonse of 
your telegrim No, 117 of yesterday, you will await the result of this interview and 
‘Mr. Wratislaw’s report of the real position, which should show how much is due to 
the action of the Turkish Commandant and how much to the prevailing lawle 

T think that, if we are eventually compelled to make a formal proposal of 
mediation, there is no objection to your proposals, but, as Thave stated already, {foresee 
great difficulty in persuading the lurks to accept them, and we should, I venture to 
think, consider what steps are open to usif they donot do'so. They will in any ease 
know that it is we who have taken the initiative, and T have no doubt whatsoever that 
this will leave a feeling of great irrita Ii interests, and more 






























jon here, from which Bi 


especially our chance. of securing the Mesopotamian oil-ficlds for British 
coneessionnaires, will suffer seriously. 











[30834] No. 379. 
Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received September 16.) 


Qo. 405) 
ir, St. Petersburgh, September 10, 1907. 
M. GOUBASTOFF handed me to-day the draft of a despatch which the Russian 
Government proposed tofaddress to the Russian Minister at Tehran, provided that you 
mnourred, regard to. tho transfor of tho respective. Britis and Atussian rights oF 
management over the ‘Tehran-Meshed and Meshed-Seistan telegraph lines. I have 
the honour to transmit a copy of the document in question, 
___Linguired recently when T might reocive the information foe whicli T had applied 
in regard to the Meshed-Seistan telegraph line, and Twas informed that the data 
which had been hitherto supplied wore not sufficiontly full, and that a report had heen 
led for as to the expenses of the section from Khaf to Nasratabad. As soon as 
complete information had been received a Memorandum would be communicated to 
me. I gathered that the superintendence of the Iussian Administration over. the 
Scistan line is de jure practically not much more extensive than that of the British 
Administration over the Telusin-Meshed line, though the Russian Administration 
dias in fact acquired a more direct control than is exercised by the former, 
Thave, & 

















(Signed) A, NICOLSON, 

















Taelosure in No. 379, 








Draft of Despatch to be communicated by the Russian Government to M, de Hartwig, 





EN concluant un Arrangement concernant la Perse, Arrangement entré dans le 
corps de la Convention Russo-Anglaise du 18 (81) Aoit, 1907, les Gouvernements de 
Russie et de la Grande-Bretagne, en vue d’éviter tout motif de conflit entre leurs 
intéréts dans les régions de Ja Perse voisines des frontitres respectives de ses Htats, se. 
sont engagés, entre autres, ne pas rechereher de concessions chiacun dans la région 
touchant de prés aux intéréts de Yantre, 

Afin de ne pas enfreindre co principe, les deux Gouvernoments se sont vus 























304 


obligés dintroduire un changement dans Ja position des lignes télégraphiques de 
an-Meshed et de Meshed-Séistan. Apres un examen approfondi de cette 
‘a 6t6 décidé, d'une part, que la premiere de ces lignes rentrant en entier 
fassera dans le resort de l’Administration Ru 
elle se trouve actuellement dans le ressort de 
yu qwune partie du téégraphe Meshed= 
fan tr bu é, &é décidé que cette ligne sera divisée en 
fons i Khaf, que la s point ressortira de l’Administration 
2 ct celle au sud dit méme point de PAdministration Anglaise, Un Arrangement 
igné Io 18 (BL) Aott © courante) par M, Isvolsky et Sir 
icolson, Arrangement dont jai Vhonneur de vous faire parvenir le texte ei-jo 
Ein conel Arrangenient, les deux Gouyernements ne pouvaient pas perdre 
de vue 10 fait que les lignes en question constituent la propriété du Gouyernement 
san, eb que les droits quils possiilent sur elles ne leur sont que coneédés par ce 
suite, il était indispensable @obtenie Te consentement da Gouverne- 
ment iajesté le Sehali 4 mettre A ion les mesures prévues par VAccord 
dont il agit, Win suite de quoi un Article y relatif a été introduit dans le texte de 
VArrangem i we 
Hn conséquence, jai Mhonneur de yous adrosser la pridre do bien vouloir vous 
ontendis ayee youre collzue d’Ansleterro, qui a été muni d'une instruction identique 
Acellosci, afin de fixer dun commun accord les démarches quiil sera néeessairo de 
faite pour obtenir du. Gouvernement Persin le eonsentemont demands, et de procéie 
‘cos démarches aussitot que cela sera possible. ‘ eiiensciter 
Bin vous, priant dem’ en son temps du nésultat de yos uégociations ib ee 
sujet, je saisis, &e, 





(30996) No. 380. 
Sir A. Kemball to Foreign Office. —(Received September 16.) 


48, Susser Square, Brighton, 
sav Mes Parken, i. 
ray rest the exhaustive Memorandum fnclosed with your 
n frontier delimitation. 
«own expe 
ml 
ons 
‘us not propition iti gious. pr nd 
a tna Tal nomadic character of 
summer and winter migrations, furnished 
ferences to forward political ends wholly 
uundissnised in their obyious purpose which, from lack of authority, the D 
tho Mediating Powers were powerless to counteract. Thus a free hand was 
pursistent intrigues of the Sultan's agents in thy furtherance of a policy of encroach 
mint and iherately adopted at the Porte, and 1 ing in the present 
situation, he faets as traced dind recorded by you amply justify the conviction that 
ins always possessed me, that if practical results are to be obtained the roles of the 
national Re} ‘on the one hand, and the European Delegates on the other, 
must iu some ve degree he respectively exelanged—in other wonls, that 
arbitration must he coucedad to supersede mediation for the determination of final 
siies not otherwise reeoucilable. Even so, the proposed change must still f 
unless fortitied by preliminary Agreements recognizing the neutrality of @ 
wow i teil to the contending States as being based 
statis quo of I> al by consent at, Ei 
operations within its Ii tters to be adjuulic 
should be investigated on the spot independently by special 1 Tocated on the 
frontier, Russian on the eastand British on th t, after cogni: w had by them 
nstituted Representatives of the States concerned. ‘The 
results of theit deliberations would be submitted to. their respective Ambassadors at 
istantiniople, whise decisions in consultation with Ministers siould be deemed 
final, 
hig scheme would involve, of course, reversion to the permanent appointment of 
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two or more military Consuls on our side vested with powers and functions corresponding 
to their additional duties as Delimitation Commissioners. 

It would be facilitated by the recorded fact of Persia's unconditional acceptance 
of the principle of arbitration, and possibly the entente happily concluded between 
Russia and England may prompt the Sultan to adopt the same principle hitherto. so 
peremptorily rejected by him, though the check experienced by Lonl Dulferin (p. 16) 
respecting Kotur and its probabie (i.e, German instigation) cause does not encourage 
the hope of such a dénovement. 

T cite the following incident to illustrate the working of thesystem, approximating 
in its effect the objects contemplated by the appointment of tho British military 
Consular officers aforesai 

A Kurdish tribe professing allegiance to Pe urn_home from its 
winter quarters on the Turkish side of the border, being charged with looting the 
country in its passige, Namyk Pasha proceeded to organize a force in pursuit, with 
the avowed intention of following up and retaliating upon the offenders wherever it 
should find them, My remonstrances failing to divert lim from his purpose, T 
reported the matter to the British Ambassador at Constantinople, whose. ropresen- 
tations to the Porte being no doubt of a nature to transfer to. Ministers tho 

ponsibility of any complication that might ensue, they promptly decided to invite 

Namyk Pasha to the capital to fill the important post of Minister of War, to whieh 

he had been nomiuated by the Sultan, ‘The thus ended without fuss or needless 

publicity. Phe fan suls would thus bo ditected in. a similar 

manner to render responsibility operative whiere rightly due before and not after tho 

‘fait accompli, 

T may mention another incident, illustrative of the watchful tenacity of the 

in connection with fronti n, which Insits humorous side, — It being 

of telograph, tho extension beitig 

n on the common frontion, on its reaching the borders of 

ieted the further progress of 

tho Bnglish working party'on the ground that the existence of the Hine would distin) the 

status quo, and eventually be held to identify the lands it trayersed!as Porsinn territory. 

Happily the means were at hand of turning the difficulty, by the transfer of the 

requisite number of iron posts (specially supplied for the construction of the ‘urkish 

lino from Bagdad to Bussorah), to be alternated with the ordinary wooden posts in. use 

in Persia. This course was susceptible of no reasonable objection, and, after reterenco 
to Constantinople, was adopted without moro ado. 

Tregret that 1 cannot throw any light on the disappearanee of the “ Zolenoi- 
Kemball” working map. IUtranspires from your Memorandum. that the last. person 
to have cognizance of it was Sir Edward Hamiley, then proceeding to define the Doxdlors 
of Kotur 

Trefurn with many thanks the paper you sont me, and remain yours sinecrely, 


(Signed) A.B, KEMBALL, 





(31025) No. 381. 


India Office to Foreign Office. (Received September 10.) 


‘THUS Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
b 


Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Seorctary Morloy, 
forwards howwith, for the information of the Seorctary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Vieeroy, dated the 11th September, relative to the Ispalian escort, 


India Office, September 1G, 1907. 


Iuclosure in No, 381, 
Jovernment of India to Sir C. Spring- Rice. 


(Telegraphic.) 2, ¥ September 14, 1907. 
ISPAHAN escort. Your telegrams of the 5th and 6th instant, Nos. 243 and 217. 
We have received onders from His Majesty's Government that’ escort. should ho 

Increased as quickly as possible to twenty, We are sending relief duo and twelve 


[1521] 41 
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additional mon, as relief of existing escort is duo. Pleaseask Consul-General, Ispaban, 
to procure twelve extra horses for excess strength. ‘ 
‘We should be glad to learn your opinion by which route they should be sent, in 
yiew of disturbed state of both Bakhtiari and Shiraz roads, and of the smallness of 
this body of men, We also desire to know how many spare rifles we should send, and 
whether these should be introduced separatel ied up by escort. 
(Repeated to Seeretary of State for India and Resident, Bushire.) 





[30813] No. 382. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor. 


P, Foreign Office, September 16, 1907. 
+ on your advice, I will wait a little longer. Reference to your telegram 
No, 121 of the 15th instant: urco-Persian frontier. 


(Confidential.) , 

‘Phe proposals made in my telegram No. 117 of the 14th instant, were drawn up 
partly as a result of an inquity made by Russian Chargé d’Aifaires as to the measures 
it would be necessary to take in order to secure the retirement of the ‘Turks, and 
under the impression that more stringent. proposals woul come from the Russians 
if-we made none of any ind, An accusation brought against us of hostile initiative 
‘ould be therefore in any case un 

T hope that, by effecting a settlement of the matter in the manner you propose, 
you may avoid the'neecssity of proposals on the part of Russia or on ours, 





{30819} No, 383, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir A. 

(No, 193.) 

(Volegraphio.) P. 
ANGLO-RUSSIAN Agreement, 
Repetition, with following addition of telegram No, 128 of the 16th instant, from 

Foreign Office to ‘Pehran :— 

«Plea Russian Government that their Minister at ‘Tehran should receive 
similar instructions.” 


Foreign Office, September 16, 1907. 





{30819} No, 884, 


Sir Bdward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
(No. 118.) 
‘Welographie.) P. Foreign Office, September 16, 1907. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN Agreement respecting Persia, Your telegram No. 263 of 
the 15th instant 

‘he publication of the Agreement will probably take place on the 26th instant, 
and yre shall communicate it confidentially to the Great Powers two or three days 
before that date, 

You may, if similar instructions are sent to your Russian colleague, communicate 
it on the 24th to Persian Government, and at the same time you may explain to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs that there is no secret clause, 

‘The summary telegraphed to you on the 7th instant, No, 108, has, we presume, 
been communicated. 





807 
[30818] No. 885. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
eset) y spring-Rice. 


(Telegraphic.) P, Foreign Office, September 16, 1007. 


INCREASE of Ispahan guard, Please refer to your tel 2 
renee pahan gi your telegram No, 262 of the 

The view which you expressed in your telegram No, 248 of the 5th instant, was 
merely communicated by us to the India Office, and since then we have pointed 
out that your recommendation depends on inerease of guards being gradual. 

‘The lines recommended by you are those on which we are acting. 

We have not yet asked for sanction of Treasury for assumption of half cost, 





(80695) No, 386. 
Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 16, 1907, 

TAM direc Secretary Sir Edward Grey to Eatin that tho eubaianoo ot 
your letter of the Srd instant, on the subject of the inspection of the Ahwaz-Ispahan 
ond, was communicated by telegram to His Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, 

Sir E. Grey has now reocived a telegram from Sir C, Spring-Rice in reply to that 
communication, stating that, according to information roceived from. His’ Majesty's 
Vieo-Consul at Ahwaz, the engineer employed by your Company to overhaul the 
bridges on that road was reported as due to leave Alway for the Baklitias! country on 
the 29th ultimo, 

Captain Lorimer bogs that your Company may bo informed that it is impossible 
for His Majesty's Consular officers to be responsible for the consequences of dispatehin 
the engineer without previous reference to the Baklitiayi Khans, and Sir ©, Spring-Rice 
concurs in this opinion, % 

It is to be feared, however, that the departure of the engineer so long before the 
date originally fixed will have made it impossible to comminicato with the Khana 
in time, 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLET, 





(31069) No. 887. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received September 17.) 


THE Under-Secretary of Stato for India presents his compliments to. th - 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction ef Mn, Seortary: Mosk 

forwarla herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Slate, copy of « telegram 
e Viceroy, dated the 13th instant, relative to the inclusi i 

to the Viceroy, dated the 18th je to tho inclusion’ of surveyors in the 


India Office, September 16, 1907. 
Inclosure in No, 387. 
Mr, Morley to Government of India, 
(Telegraphic.) P. 


) 7 India Office, September 13, 1907. 
SURVEYORS may be included in Ke: nae LYC ENR 
telegranh of ths SOD Agee etaded f9 Kermanshah and’ Ahiwas escorts (Geo your 
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(31126) No. 388. 


Sir U, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September V7.) 
No, 264, 

(isigerghie) P, Gulahek, September 17, 1907. 
T HAVE communicated summary telegraphed to me in your No. 118 of the 


16th instant, Good effect produced, Agitation diminishing. 4 08 
99m 





(31146) No. 


Sir ©, Spring: Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September V7.) 

No. 206. 

Neageti p. Gulatek, September 17, 1907. 
‘A-LARGE quantity of Martini cartridges is, T hear, about to be shipped to Lingal: 

from Hamburg, 





{31053} 


Sir N, O'Cmor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 17.) 
No, 122 
tra aaron ) P, Constantinople, September 17, 1907. 

“MIRE, is no doubt after the interviows which Mf. Fitzmaurice and T havo had 
today with Tzzot and the Grand Vizier respectively that the former has misled the 
Sultan into thinking his troops lave not encroached on Persian territory. ‘The gravit 
of tho situation and the danger of complications is realized by both. 

T found the Grand Vizi oful for the action T had taken in sending the 
mossage to Izzet, and he hoped that any troops east of the zone would be withdrawn 
within threo or four days, when the ‘Durkish Commission would have got to work and 
Wratislaw have reached Urmia. 





(31151| No. a1. 
Sir A, Nicolson (o Sir Edward Grey.—( Received September 17.) 


Petersburgh, September 17, 1907. 
ACUORDING to information suppl sspecting the Meshed-Seistan 
ult Viniey it appears there isa mee Khaf as well as at Choush, and 
an cinployé in Seistan, On the whole ere are twenty-six gholams. The 
Oxpenditare on annual repair is from G0OL ty KOOL, and the amount: paid annually 
to the ghiola 
Hiathe at fo 
tins be i atined 
ifthe lin is maintained on the sume footing as the Ve 
Kiave also requested to be informed whether the Tine belongs to the Bersian Govern 
iment, anil, iFso, whether the latter is given all yeeeipts and has to meet all expenses 
With the exception of those which 1 haye mentioned 





{80816} No. 392, 
Foreign Office to Iutin Office. 


Sir, Foreiyn Office, September V7, 1907. 

T AM dinveted by Seeretary Si Edwant Grey to transmit to you herewith eopi 
of two telegtams from Mis Majesty’s Minister at Telran,* relative to suggestions 
made hy His Majesty's Vice-Consul at Ahwaz for the defence of British lives and 
property in the Bakhtiari country, in view of the seriously disturbed condition of 
that district, 


+ Nos at 


309 


‘You will observe that Captain Lorimer's proposal is: that he should proceed to 
Batwand with his guard, and that that guard should be increased when the relief is 
sent in November, 

He further suggests that the relief should be accompanied by a junior British 
officer to take charge under himself. 

Tam to state that Sir I, Grey is disposed to recommend the adoption of Captain 
Lorimer’s proposal, and that he would be glad to be favoured with Mr, Secretary: 
Morley’s views on the subject. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLED, 





(31218) No. 898, 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 18,) 


). Gulalick, September 17, 1907. 

ANGLO-RUSSIAN Agreement. 

Your telegram No. 117 of the 14th instant. 

My Russian colleague, to whom Ihave spoken, is of opinion that wo must use care 
in order not to arouse poptilar suspicions, which, especially in the event of Rosen (wha 
knows the country and language) being appointed here, would open the door to German 
influence. Russian Government have, he says, sedulously withheld every pretext of 
fomaplaiat ftom Germuiny. “Aaiaitiego or tue ainoonty oFs0( prenatlol we cal 
inforin Persian Government of the communication to the Powers; latter, while allayiny 

nz oll Gerniiayvor arpeuaibleren ovdhon Neh 
T took opportunity of telling Representative of 
(popular Committees) that, before publication, text will’ be formally com 
inunicated to Powers and Persia, 





(81219) No. 304, 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received September 18.) 


Gulahek, September 18, 1907. 
WRATISLAW telegraphed yesterday as follows :— 


onary at Urumia states that the Ottoman official at Tergawar 
med by the Governor-General.” 





(31231) 


Sir C, Spring: Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 18.) 
(No, 269.) 
(Velegraphic.) P. ‘eliran, Septeniber 18, 1907. 

INDIAN military ities should, | think, decide question of increase of 
Consular guards on military grounds. As regards political aspect, considerations are 
that, as in, recent case of increase of Russian guards, certain amount of popular 
attention will be attracted. Thope, however, that when decision is reached, it will be 
possible to explain and justify here grounds of increase beforehand, 

Increase of Ispahan guard still regarded as necessary by Consul. 





(31149) No. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson, 
(No. 203.) _ 
(Telegraphic) P. ______ Foreign Office, September 18, 1907. 
TN accordance with proposal, communication shall be made on the 24th to tho 
Great Powers. 
This Majesty's Ambassador at Washington is being instructed to give copy of 


1] 4k 
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sh is going to Washington to-day, to Russian Ambassador. 

Hhould it not arrive by the 24th, which is probable, I propose on that day to zive the 

AWeriean Ambassador here the text, ‘he Russian Government will perhaps do the 
same thing. 

If a copy of the Convention has been sent to the Russi 


in Minister at TOkid, you 


Russian Government for one to be sent to [lis Majesty's Amliassador, 
sinee he wil vive the copy which was sent from here in time, 
‘Twill cond instructions to Sir C, MucDonald on the lines proposed in your telegram, 
‘as soon is T hear that Russian Government will do this, 
Ts it intended that the text shall be communicated to the Porte? Tf so, as 
Siy NO'Conor has not got x copy, will the Russian Ambussador give him one? 


(Confidential) 
‘Mie main outlines of the Agreement havo already heen made known to Baron 
Komura, ‘ ning ie 
Tem he sent by post to Vienna, Rome, and Madrid, sending it off so that it may 
ve on the 28rd id the necessary instructions can be sent to Berlin and Paris. 





(81798) No. 397. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 


Ne 0.) £ 

sir, Foreign Oj) ce, September 18, 1907. 
M. POKLEVSKI asked ine to-day whether Lhad any news, and what 1 thought 

should be done, respecting the trouble on the 'Turco-Persian frontier. ‘ 

iL inuch better news, Cho ‘Turkish Commissioner lind reprimanded 
the Turkish Commmdor, Sir Nicholas O'Conor had been pressing the matter at 
Constantinople, and he found that the Sultan hid never been informed that Turkish 
troops had crossed into Persian ten 
and Sit N. O!Conor was evidently hops 
VW the 1 he arranged in this wi 

ML. Poklovski asked ae whether the troops would be withdrawn only from Persian 
Lervitory, eralso from the neutral zone cee 
Told him tho uvgont joint was to get them withdrawn from Persian territory. If 
that could he offected, it would at any rate for the time jon Of the 
Hituatioit, As tony: thing further, [could only sigecat what we had suggested last 
year, and | should be willing to conside hb the Government 
night wish to put forward 
M, Pokloys ho thought his Government were in fayour of our proposal, but 
their Atubassador tinople seemed to think it might be desirable, before 
pitting forward such a prop the Turkish and Persian Commissioners 1 
to disc and not to move ourselves till they came to. deadlock. 
I Houlty 1 felt was to decide what our attitude should be if, when we 
‘I mediation, the Sultan refused to accept it, and said that he could not admit 
We had tact one na istration last year of our own 
the year before ; and we could not always be having naval 


ki si r it be required later, in connection with 
judicial reforms in Macedonia, and T admitted that was possible, 

Tle also asked me whether we had any special reason at this moment for not 
putting pressure upow the understood, of course, that during the Admiral's 
Fisit ave could riot well do so. 

T told him qwe had no speeia at tho present moment, We always bad some 

jal -questions pending with ‘Turkey, but there was nothing else in question 
Ny 
Tinformed M. Poklovski that we were sending a Consular officer to the disturbed 
part of tle frontier, that ho might report to us, And it had occurred to me that it 
ight be useful if a Consular oflicer were to be appointed permanently on the Persian 
ish side of the froutier, in order to keep us informed from the beginning of 
trouble of tis kind, We should not, in view of our Agreement, make » new Consular 
Appointinent of importance in that part of Persia at this moment without consulting: 
the Russian Government abont it. 
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AL Poklevski said he was sure his Govermnent would be very pleased to hear any 
suggestion of this kind which we had to make. 

‘M. Poklevski also asked me whether Ihad any reason to suppose that Germany 
had in any way instigated this move on the part of the Turks. 

Tsaid I had heard this suggested, but [had seen no evidence whatever that the 
Germans had taken any part in the matter. 

AM. Pokleyski said that the Russian Government also had no reason to suppose this, 
Jnileed, he had heard that the Germans had warned the Sultan against making trouble 
on the frontier, 

Tam, &. 
Gigned) | E, GREY, 





(81310) No. 898. 
India Office to Woreign Office —(Received September 19.) 


TIE (Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary. Morley, 
forwards hierewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures 
in letters from the Forvign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 4th and 
Tith July, relative to Sheikhs Abdal Kadir and Sohrawardi and Pan-Islamism, 


India Office, September 18, 1907. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 398. 


Note by Mr. C, Js Stovenson-Moore, Officiating Director of Criminal Intelligence, 
‘on Sheikh Abdul Kadir and Pan-Islamism, 


ON the subjectof Pan-Islamism, Abdul Kadir said in the course of « conversation 
with our Lahore agent that he liad mado up his mind last year to visit Constantinople. 
Whe Purkish Ambassador in London gaye him a letter to an officer in the Turkish 
Forei ed with yery great consideration, He 
who placed at his disposal an official 

who knew Persian, and through ) 's introduced to almost every 
porson of note in Constantinople, the nti being aware that, he was 
their well-wisher, desirous of spreading their cause in India. He was reecived by the 
Sultan, and received a decoration from him, le was personally introduced to the 
Kliedive of Egypt, who in his presence told the Persian official who accompanied Ii 
that it was a pity for Tur both Maliommedan countries, to 
juarrclling over a mere boundary dispute. He (Abdul Kadir) then questioned the 
Kiel ‘ning the dispute between the British and ‘urkish ¢ ts about 

ha, near the Suez Canal, and gathered from his reply that: neither the Khedive nov 
gyptiats hal any objection to the occupation of aba by the ‘Turkish Govern. 
ment. The quarrel was between England and Turkey. Ho formed the impression 
that the Kledive was devoted to the Sultan, and if le were allowed by the British to 
have his way would do anything for him, ‘Yarkey, in his, Abdul Kadiv’s, opinion, is 
at present engaged in putting her own house in order, ‘That done, an attempt will bo 
made by her, with the help of the Egyptians, to oust the English from Bgypt, 
‘Abdul Kadir said that Mustafa Bifendi, and thousands of others who hold the same 
views, are strenuously working to throw off the English yoke, and that, in his opinion, 
political agitation and unrest in India is nothing compared to that which is going on 
in Bgypt. He thinks the outbreak in India was premature, With delay more succoss 
would have been achieved, as the enemies of England are working to attack lier on all 
four sides, On being asked whether it was possible for the Indians to enter into 
poltiea relationship with Turkey, Aliul Kadir replied, certainly, but it will have to 
e done with great care and secrecy. Eyen the Hindus have managed to make their 
voice carry so far, aud though the recent attempts botli in Bgypt and India have 
failed, they were sure to achieve success in the near future. He said that the good 
reception which he received at Constantinople is extended to every Mahommedan who 
‘goes to visit that city. 

(signed) ©, J, STEVENSON-MOORE, 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 398, 


Eztruct from the Daily Report of the Director of Criminal Intelligence, dated 
July 2, 1907. 


I HAVE recived further confirmation of my previous report re 
relations of Solirawardi and Abdul Kadir, the two chief exponents of Pan-Islamism, 
They are staunch friends, I learn thut the Sultan of ‘Turkey keops in his library a 
book containing the names of all the Indian supporters of the Pan-Islamic movement. 
He takes great interest in the movement, and further trouble in Egypt is anticipated 
by Uie Lahore adherents. 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 398. 
Further Note on Sheikh Abdul Kadir, the Pan-Islamist. 


OUR agent was told by Abdul Kadir, in the course of further conversation with 
him uhout Turkey, that Badrul Islam, one of the Sultan's Librarians, was related 
to Rahimatullah, who emigrated to Arabia fifty years ago and started a school here. 
Badvul Islam belongs to Kerang, in the Muzaifarnagar district, but is « naturalized 
‘Purkish subject. 'm there are two other Indians in Constantinople, namely, 
Dr. Amir Ali and Asghar Ali, ‘The former has a good professional practic the latter 
ig.a translator in the Foreign Office, and exercises considerable influence. It is largely 
‘owing to the good offices of these’ men, all three of whom are ardent Pan-Islamists, 
that tho Sultan is so well disposed towards Indian Mahommedans. 

Abilul Kadir further admitted that, as. matter of fact, he and Masher Hussein 
went to Turkey asa deputation from the Indian Mahommedans in England, and tha 
was ina mensiire the reason of the good reception acconted to him. ‘Whey called on 
the British Ambassidor, explained that the object of their visit was merely’ to see the 
place, and when they were decorated by the Sultan went and informed him of 
the 





(31318) No. 399. 
Indin Office to Foreign Office. (Received September 19.) 


f State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
gn Affairs, and, by direction of Mr Sceretary Morley 
wards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures int 
a lottor trom the Foreign Secrotary to the Government of India, dated the 15th Au 
relative to an assault on the relieved escort of Mestied sowars on their way to Si 
hy Baluch sowars employed by Customs. 


Indin Office, September 18, 1907. 


Trclostire 1 in No. 390. 
Mujov Keunion to Government of tndia. 


Robut, August 7, 1907. 
the following telegram to the Minister at ‘Tehran, and have 

repeated it {0 the Consul-General in Khorasan 
“ (No. 109.) 

© Rolieved escort of Meshied sowars were assaulted 
Seistan, by Balueh sow 
prevented boatmen from fer 
Karguzwr 

“he assault is not of a serious nature, but the Baluch sowars were men of 
Pasund Khan’s, who is in Russian employ. Pastad Khaw’s sowars are employed on 
the postal line to Kuh-Malik Siah, and the obj ble nature of this arrangement 
Tins Hicen pointed out before, 1 hear now Pasand Khan is to be given the postal 
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contract to Birjand, His men, rightly or wrongly, consider they are paid to support 
Russian interests against British. 

“Tt appears to me that present affair might be used by us to raise whole question 
of employment of Pasand Khan’s men, and to urge employment of postal sowars who 
are not in the pay of a foreign Power. I understand that Customs are complaining to 
Persian Government that our sowars were assailants. ‘Their object is to exonerate 
their sowars.” 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 399. 


Government of India to Major Kennion, 
(Welegraphic.) P. August 11, 1907. 
"ASSAULT on Meshed sowars by Customs men, Your telogiam dated the 
7th August. Haye you made any complaint to Customs authorities? Please forward 
by post full details of assault, 
(Adilressed Seistan, repeated to Tehran and Meshed,) 


Inclosure 8 in No. 899. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Government of India. 


(etezraphic.) P. Tehran, August 12, 1907. 

ASSAULT on Meshed sowars by Customs men, Please refer to your telegram 
dated the 11th August, 1907, Yes, Inquiry proceeding, I have instructed His 
Britonnic Majesty's Consul, Seistan, 


(31309) Nora 
India Office to Foreign Office. —( Received September 19.) 


' India Office, September 18, 1907, 
IN reply to your letter dated the 16th ultimo, I am dirocted by Mx, Secretary 
Morley to state that the Dirvctor-in-Chief of tho Indo-European Telegraph Department 
has now been informed by the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Company that they axo still 
endeayouring to make arrangements with the Administration’ concerned for the 
assimilation of the rate for telegrams betweon Russia and Tehran and north of ‘Tehran. 
by their line with that in foree for similar telograis vit Russian and Persian Govern- 
ent lines, and that they hope that the arrangement will shortly be effectesl. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 





(81326) No. 401, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received September 19.) 

No 268.) _ 

‘Lelographic.) P. ‘Tehran, September 18, 1907, 

__ INCREASE of Ispalian Consular guard: Your telegram No, 119 of the 16th 

instan 
Government of India telegraphed on the 14th instant, as follows:— 


“We have bee Majesty's Government to bring up escort of twenty 
meu with as little d " 


Repl 
as follo 
“Definite decision Yet been taken by His 
increase, men should proceed preferably, 
ing ex ke., namely, rifles, 40; ammunition, 20,000 
ce oflicer should be sent to command is, in iy opinion, essential, 


41 








34 


«Panty should be accompanied from Bushire by 2 Persian-speaking sowan, in order 
to avoid friction on the journey. ‘ 

 Tnereased accommodation, including separate quarters for nativ 
to bo provided, ind Consul-General at Ispalian mast be yearned of thi 





[81339] No. 402. 
Sir G. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Réceived September 19.) 


Gulahek, September 19, 1907. 


self have earnestly urged upon Minister for 
Gommissione! 

ity aroused by his action 

hore is probably not reali Violent speeches are being made by his former 

aoenaine tho prigsts who is leading the agitation. ‘The Sultan should withdraw 

jis troops immediately if ho wishes to stop agitation, which will leave a deep impression 

for years to come. = aes 

Hee eoman Arubassador tins. been ordered to stay, Having, submitted his 

resignation in despair, He aly ignorant of tho Sultan's motives, and is convinced 

Tre aparait aril demand armed Christian intervention if the troops are not withdrawn, 

If tho British and Tnssian Goveruments can iuduce Sultan to withdraw troops 

danger of ons Agroomont giving rise to an agitation against us will be removed + but 

naitation will be. renewed in contrary case, An excellent effect ns, been produced 

Here by Sit N. O'Conor’s action, and by anuoumcement that Wratislaw is going t0 
Urumia, 


Wollowing is secret 
Conviction is abroad th md Sultan aim at suppression of popular move- 


mont, aul are acting in, collusion, 





(31342) No, 103. 


Sir cl. Nivolson to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received September 19.) 
(No. 198.) 
(olegraphie) Be St, Petersburgh, September 19, 1907. 

RAPERRING to your telegram No, 203 of the 18th instant. 

On the 17th instant the Anglo-Russian Convention wos sent, by post to Russian 
Tmbaesics at Vienna, Paris, Constantinople, Rome, Madrid, and Berlin, and instructions 
rill ho sent. by telegraph to them. to communieate text on the 24th instant to severah 

ments.” With regard to Washington, Russian Government would be grateful 
if Mr, Bryce would supply Baron de Rosen with a eopy in case he should receive the 
text by the 24th instant, Russian Government will follow your procedure if test 
frrives too late, T also asked that Sir N. O'Conor should be supplied with eopy by 
M, Zinoviell. 

Whe following ts confidential: — 

As rogards '19kid, Russian Government do not seem inclined to communicate 
text to Japanese Government. Russian Minister at TOKIO has also not vot, received 
copy of Convention. T came, however, to-an understanding with ML. Tsvolsky that 
farts Power could communicate text to any Power they might chooses, the 
therefore be no objection on part of Russian Government to our communicating text 
to Japanese Government cither at TOkid or to their Representative in London. 





B15 
[80587] No. 404. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, : Foreign Office, September 19, 19 

TAM direoted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to eens The ee eee 
letter of the 11th insiant, requesting his opinion as to the auswer to be returned do an 
inquiry made by the Government-of India concerning the effect of the new Anglo- 
Russian Arrangement respecting Persia on the rights of His Majesty's Government in 
tle mattor of railway construction in the soutliern part of that country under the 

pledge given by Shah Nasr-ed-Din in 1888, and confirmed by the late Shah in 1900. 

“Tam to inform you, in reply, that the Anrangement would learly prevent 1 
Majesty's Government from constructing a railway Ine as far as Tehran, but that, in 
Sir E, Grey’s opinion, the wording of the pledge given by Nasr-ed-Din Shah in 1888 
would justify them in asking to be allowed to construct a lino in Southern Persia, 
Should ‘they desire to do so, in the event of the Russian Government obtaining « 

to construe one in the nor 

fe Government of India will doubtless not overlook the fact th i 
Government have undertaken, by the new Arrangement, not to aed ‘Goucne 
supported by His Majesty's Govornment in the British sphere, nor, without previous 
sion with Is Majesty's Goverment, in the noutml zone elf and that. the 

01 is therefore stronger it i e¢ es i 
oli of rn ini stood sao nila espe mteah sea ay 
Lam, &, 
(Signed) "LOUIS MALL. 





[81412] No, 405. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Bdward Grey. ive September 2 
ena icard Grey. — (Received September 20.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Sh, Petershurgh, September 20, 
raph . m 20, 1907, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 465 of tl aptant nee mal taeit 
pe a eee eas oi 0. 465 of the 10th instant: respecting: the 
“the Russian Government would be glad, I think, to. be informed whet 
draft instructions to ME de Hartwig meet witt approval of tis Aajosty’s arsant 
find whether Sir C, Spring-Rice will be supplied with insteuctions in the same sense. 


(81339) No, 406, 


heard Sir Ediourd Grey to Sir N. O'Conor. 

(Telegraphic) A : Foreign Office, September 20, 1907. 
Please refer to your telegram No, 122 of the 17th instant i 
Rice's telegram No. 270 of the 19th instant. Te ee Ne eLcae te aI IEEs 

Aro any steps being taken 
‘Phe critical condition of the situation apparently conti 
obliged to revert to the proposal I made in ay elberaal No. 13 of ‘ies instant 
unles you are able to give me formation that ation fs being taken by the Purkish 
jovernim 





(31342) No. 407. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N. O' 
Rest ; ey to Sir N. O' Conor. 
(Welegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 20, 
COMMUNICATION of Anglo-Russi Fe deat Cotoce Wil 
FCT fe ian Convention to Great Powers will take 
"Your Russian colleague will receive instructions to give , 
Seen peat cea oul may see areqa tA tmee vat skculd commctloneniogs 
that day. On the 26th instant publication of text will take place, e 








316 


[31342] ee 


‘Sir Bdward Grey to Sir 4. Nicolson. 
loge ic.) P. Foreign Office, September 20, 1907. 

PLEASE refer to your telegram No. 198 of the 13th September. 

We will make communication to American Government. through Ame: 
Atbassdor hiere since copy of Convention cannot arrive at Washington in time, 
Please sce that the Russian Government are informed of this, in order that similar 
action may he taken by them as arranged : ‘ 

Commtinieation to the Japanese Government will be made in the samo way. _ 

Sir N. O'Conor lias heen informed that he ‘8 copy, which he is to 
communicate, from his Russian colleague. 


(313942) No, 409. 


Sir Bdward Grey to Mr. Bryce. 
Yor in 
(net el Natta Foreign Office, Seplember 20, 1907. 

COMMUNIGAVION of Anglo-Russian Convention to Great Powers trill take 
place on the 24th instant. - 

Sinco you cannot receive the copy in time which was sent to you by post on the 
sth instant, the American Government will receive communication of it through 
American Ambassador here aud by Russian Government at St. Petersburgh. 

Please see that the American’ Government is informed on that day, 

Publication of Convention will take place on the 26th instant. 





(31342) No, 410. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, MacDonald. 

(No. 
(Relexraphiie.) Foreign Office, September 20, 1907. 

COMMUNICATION will be made of the Anglo-Russian Convention on the 
24th instant to the Great Powers. We will make communication to the Japanese 
Government through the Japanese Ambassador here, sins you cannot reeeiye the 
copy sent you in time for communication, Please inform Japanese Government also 
on tho 24tH instant, 


(Contidential,) 

‘Mhore does not seem to be any inclination on the part of the Russian Government 
to communicate text at TOKIO, 

26th instant is dite on whieh publication of Convention will be made. 





(81543) No. #11. 
India Office to Foreign Office.— (Received September 21.) 


Sir, India Office, September 

WIDIT reference to your letter of the 22nd April, Tam directed to x 
that a copy will be forwarded to the Government of India for report on the questions 
raised therein relating to their expenditure in Persia in 1905 

Meanwhile, Tam to forwari, f ward Grey's information, a copy of a 
Supplementary Statement received from the Government of Tndia,* according to 
which it would appear that the excess of their outlay in 1905-6 over that in the 
previous year was higher by rupees 12,432: 8:1 (S9S/. 16s, 8d.) than was shown 

the statement forwarded to your Department with Sir A. Goilley’s letter of the 
Sth April last, OF this additional sum, however, it will be seen that rapees 11,113: 6:2 
(7101. 17s. 84.) represents expenditure in connection with the Robat escort, in respect 


Not printed. 
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of which a claim will be made against the War Office, Of the remainder of the 
increase, viz., 871, 188. 7., one-half, or 481. 19s, 8d,,is chargeable to Tmperial revenues, 
and, subject to any correction which may be necessary as a result of the reference 
to the Government of India, the amount payable to this Office in 1907-8 would 
accordingly appear to be :— 
ace 
69 18 6 (wide Sir A. Goiloy' letter of the 6th Apri, 190 
ea’ is tgs (aeatowa assent oe ee 
Deduct 831 183 \ 0 
let 981 18 2 (=§ excuse of expenditure by Foreign Ofee in 1905-6, ae eomparod with 
Hist, oe oa en a a Rs 
8181 19 7 net amount payablo by Forwign Ofce. 


Apart, however, from any correction which may be necessary as a result of the 
reference to the Government of India on the points mentioned in your letter, some 
adjustment will be necessary in connection with the charges for Consular guards, 
On this subject the following information has now been obtained from the Government 
of India :— 


1. The cost of the guards maintained at stations other than ‘Tehran, Tabreey, 
raz, and Tspahan has been included in the annual statements of expenditure in 
Persia which have been forwarded to your Department from time to time, 

2, No charges in respect of the guards at Tehran, Tabroos, Shiraz, and Tspahan| 
(treated by the Government of India for accounts) purposes as belonging: to the 
Legation) we the statements up to and including that for 1903—4, 

coverice having presumably been made through the account current, 
plementary Statement for 1904-5 forwarded with Sir A, Godley’s 
ter of the Lith March, 1906, included a 
clothing, ammuni 


4, In the Annual Statement for 1905-6 the pay of all the guards is shown, the 
amount included in respect of those at Mehran, "Tabreoz, Shiraz, and Ispahan being 
rupees 13,201 : 11, made up as follows (vide inclosed statement) :-— 
Re a, 
ofthe sowars charged in full in the Legation acoounta 1dr 6 
tsxpensen from Tabrevz to ian gourd 21 611 


Cost of sets of sadilery iested to ditto, aud debited in full (atl 


2 + WOK Ig 2 
Miscellanedus charges on ageonut of sovwars 


Ec 10 


Todo, a + 18291 11 0 


Tt appears that these sums include charges as far back as October 1904, some of 
which have heen recovered through the account eurent. On tho other hand, it sooms 
doubtful whether the full expenditure of the Government of India in 1905-6 hus 
deen shown, as the statement apparently includes only half of the pay of the ‘tabreen 
guard for June and July 1905, and of the Ispalan guard for January to May 1905, 
and also only half of the charges for the pay of grooms, rations, forage, and otlier 
incidental expenses at ‘Tehran, 

For the sake of simplicity of account, it appears desirable 
the Government of India and the Foreign Office in re 
subsequent year (but not on account of arrears da 
on ageount of Consular 


tment, through the 
aheady’ been paid by 
time to forward a revised 
ncluding complete charges in respect of the Consular 

Shir, and Ispahan for 1905-6, but excluding an 

i respect of those guanls for 1904-5, When this statement. has bo 
will be made in the settlement for the expenditure on Consular 

ur Department in 190% 


4M 
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A copy of a despatch which is boing forwarded to the Government of India on 
the subject of these accounts is forwarded for your information. or 
"A. separate communication is being addressed to you regarding your claim in 
respect of expenditure-nt Lakhon and Chiengrai in 1905-6. 
Thave, &c. 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


















(31565) No, 412, 
Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 21.) 


‘Telegraphic,) fn clair. Tehran, September 21, 1907. 
Cre AW stated for Unmi 20th September; arrived, 24th: 








[31556] 








Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 21.) 


(iSomearh ) Pe St. Petersburgh, September 21, 1907. 

A, GOUBASTOW informs me, with reference to Mesheil-Soistan telegraph Tine, 
that Pérsian Governinont only tacitly, and for no fixed term, aceorded Russian superin- 
tondenco over above line. ‘The line’ belongs to Persian Government. ‘The Russians 
tire, 1 fact, practically in same position as we are with regard to the telegraph lines 
in Borsia. 




























{31339] No, 414. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir N, O'Conor 










(No, 124.) 
(Welegraphie.) 

REBER to Sir C. Spr 
Porsian frontier, - a i 
Should there be no improvement by ‘Tuosday in the situation on the frontier, 





p, Foreign Office, September 21, 1907. 
-Rice’s telegram No, 270 of the 19th September: ‘Durco- 
















which we trust will not be the case, you should emphasize more particularly the 
reference to the preservation of the integrity of Persia when you are making 
communication of text of Anglo-ltussian Convention to the Porte, and you should 









make portectly lear the determination of the Contracting Powers to insist that respect 
shall bo shown to the stipulations of the Convention. ae, ‘ 
Your Russian colleague should be informed that you haye received instructions 



























{81558] No. 415. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 22.) 





‘Tehran, September 22, 1907. 
{clogram received from Captain Lorimer:— 


‘Departure on the 28th August from Ahwaz of Lynch's engineer for Bakhtiari 
is confirmed.” 





‘oun 











4 of the 13th instant. 
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81501) No. 416. 


Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 22.) 
(No. 125.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, September 22, 1907, 

T RENEWED yesterday my representations on the subject of the Turco-Persian 
frontier dispute, both at the Palace and at the Porte, and shall be in a stronger 
position when Mr, Wratislaw’s telegraphic report from Urmnia has reached me. 

Tn any case I propose acting on the instructions contained in your telegram 
No, 124 of yesterday's date, when I communicate the text of the Anglo-Russian 
‘Agreement to the Ottoman Government on the 24th, 





[81412] No. 417, 


Sir Edward Grey (o Sir 4, Nicolson, 
(No, 208. 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 22, 1907. 
EXCHANGE of telegraph lines. Please refer to your telegram No, 199 of the 
20th instant. 
We approve of the draft instructions, 





[81655] No. 418, 


Sir N, O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23.) 
(No. 586.) 
Sir, ‘Therapia, September V7, 1907. 

1 HAVE hi lionour to receive your telegram No, 119 of the 16th instant, 
aud 1 would express my thanks for your consent to defer for a short time your 
pred to the Russian Government ‘for intervention in the ‘Nurco-Persian fronticr 
dispute. 

Ido not think T need add anything at present to my recent telegrams on the 
subject, except to inform yon that at my interview with tho Grand Vizier yesterday T 
told his Highness of the message of warning which I hud sent to Izzet Pasha, similar 
to that given to him at the time of the Akaba dispute, and cautioning him against 
allowing fresh danger of that naturo to arise, I explained that { had done this in 
order to strengthen his hands when making representations at the Palace in favour of 
moderation, 

His Highness, who expressed much gratitude, told me that he had lind a serious 
quarrel with Tzet Pasha on the subject a few days ago, and had accused him of mis- 
leading his Sovereign, and of purloining the map of the Joint Commission of 1869, so 
as fo deceive His Majesty further by showing him Dervish Pasha’s map, His Highness 
thought that now would prevail, and that if the Turkish Commission, backed 
up by our Consul-General, who had been sent to Urmia, showed that the Ottoman 
troops were in Persian territory, they would be withdrawn and the question would 
come back to the Porte for settlement. 

___ His Highness asked me to wait for a few days, and to furnish him in the mean- 
time with any important news I got from Urmia, 



























T have, &. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 












(31661) No. 419. 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23,) 

(No. 592.) 

Sir, ‘Therapia, September 18, 1907. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 546 of the 3rd instant, I have the honour 

to transmit copy of a further communication from the Persian Ambassador at this 

Court inclosing copies of correspondence with the Sublime Porte respecting affairs on 

the Tureo-Persian frontier, 
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Tt is impossible to decide as to the value of the charges and counter-charges 
made in these notes, but it may be worth while to point out that in the second of 
them ‘he Persians only speak of the places said to have been recently occupied, and 
make no mention of Lahijan, Vaun6, or even Passova. | 

ve, &e, 


(Signed) -N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 419. 
Prince Riza Khan to Sir N, O' Conor. 


Ambassade Impériale de Perse, Constantinople, 
M, l’Ambassadeur et cher Colldgue, te 14 Septembre, 1907. : 

VAT eu Thonneur de soumetire & votre Excellence, le 25 Aoiit dernier, 
traductions de deux dépéches datées du 14 ct 15 Redjab, que javais remises i § 
Majesté Impériale le Sultan, par Vintermédinire de son Excellence le Bacha Katib, 
6 ii In Sublime Porte personnellement & son Excellence le Ministre des Affaires 
Mirangdres; los dites traductions étaient accompagnées dune note en date du 
16 Redjab, 

Preaonlomonjtenvote A.votra In traduction dune note que 
jai regue de la Sublime Porte, datéo du 27 Redjab, ainsi que la traduction de ma 
réponse envoyGe le 2 Schaban, afin de mettre votre Excellence an courant de ce qui 
so passe rolativement & In question denvahissoment des territoires de Merguever, 
Werguover, et autres points par les troupes Ottomanes, ct qui appartiennent 
incontestabloment i In Perse, 

Veuillez, &e. 


(Signé) M. RIZA KHAN, 


Inclosure 2 in No, 419. 


‘Teufik Pasha to Prince Riza Khan. 
(iraduetion.) Fi [Won datée.) 

COMME votre Altesse le sait, dans la question d’Ourmia, de notre cdté, il n'y a 
pas ew di tout denyahissement ; at contraite, les Wémarclies que ious avons faites et 
jos mestires prises par nous Giaient pour empécher et défendre les ineursions qui ont 
cut liew de la part des: Persans, et surtout de Medj-ul-Saltanch ; il 
preuves seront démontrées parla Commission qui est en tra 

Seulement Wapres ce quion prétendait, que les Cre 
ont 6té pillés ct maltraités par les troupes Impé de Ia 
Guerre a demandé de Corps 
dAringe, 

Ta réponse télé 
ilven waatte que) MedjubSaltanoh 1 eontait 200 habianta de Mavaneh a 
troupes i Ourntia, et, quoiqu contraint A faire de fausses accusations contre 
nous, tous les habitants us sont d'accord que, de notre part, une scule 
personne n'a pas été maltrai me chez les habitants Chrétiens du village de 

‘of les troupes Pe personne n’a été attaquée ni une goutte de 
sung aa 66 répandue; au contraire, un certain nombre des habitants de Mavanch 
‘ayee ies troupes Persanes ont tiré sur 1ios troupes. Le pillage quia cu lien A Mavaneh 
provient do In part do Pir Agha et ses partisans, ainsi que les habitants des deus 

6 nfin, dela part des troupes Tmpériales, it n'y a pas 
aucune démarche contraire X Pslamisme ef Vhumanité ct hors des lois et usages 


616 communiquée PaRsuna nos du Grand Vi 


at eo qui précdle A la connaissance de votre Altesse, yeuillez, &e. 
(Signé) TEWEIK, 


BIL 
Tnelosure 8 in No. 419, 


Prince Riza Khan to Tewfk Pasha. 
(Traduction.) [Non datée,] 

J’AL eu Vhonnenr de recevoir la note du Ministre Tmpérial en date du 7 Redjab, 
par laquelle votre Excellence m’annonce quo, daprés 1a dépéche du Commandan¢ 
du 4* Corps d’Armée, il n’y a eu de la part des troupes Ottomanes aucun enyahissc- 
ment sur le territoire Persan ; que ces preuves seront démontaées dans les enquot 
mixtes; que les habitants de Mayanch et Tollon ivont pas cté attaqués, ot les dits 
villages ont été pillés par Pir Agha et ses partisans, 

Vai eu Vhonneur de remetire A votre Excellence les traductions de nombreuses 
dépéches parvenues de la part du Ministdre Impérial des Affaires Ttrangdres de 
Téhéran, concernant les attaques et les cnyahissements des troupes Ottomanes st 
plusieurs points de Ia frontidxe Persanc; de plus, dernitrement j'ai communiqué i 
votre Excellence la traduction dune d du Ministére Impérial des _Afaives 
Etrangéres de ‘Téhéran en date du 14 Redjab, et @apros Inquelle je demandais qu 

nécessaires soient donnés pour que les troupes soient retires de Morgue 

‘guever, Serdecht, Mavaneli, Bend, et les villages situés dans les environs «’On 
qui depuis de longues années appartiennent meontestablement au Gouvernement 
Persan, ot les mesures nécessaires soient prises pour que dornavant cvs envahissements 

ient pas lieu, 

D'apris une autre dépéche que jfayais regue de son Altesse fou Atabek Azam, 
ex-Président du i des Ministres, le 15 Redjab, les troupes et tribus Ottomancs 
ont enyahi les vi environnant Ourmia, y ont commis des mourttes ot pillés les 
biens des liabitants. Les traduetions de cos deux dépéches susmentionnées ont 6é 
romises A votre Exeallenes, avee une note en date du 16 Redjab, dapres, laquelle 
je demandais le retrait-des troupes, la restitution des i que les prix du sung ot: 
es dommages-itéréts soient payés, et que In tranquillité locale rgne, quo les points 
des frontidres enyahies soient remis dans lour état 

i ions de péchies, avee In copie de ma 
note susmentionnée, & Sa Majesté fmpériate lo Sultan par Pentremise de son Excellence 
le Bache Katib Pacha, et immédiatement I'radé Impérial n cté promulgué et les 
instructions nécessaires ont été données A qui de droit afin qu’auctn cnyahissement 
soit fait sur le territoire Persan communiqué par votre 

prie yotro Excellence de 

is oxigé dans des notes 
tés ot Ia. punition des 

istdro des Affaires Itrangdres 
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Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office. —(Ieceived September 28,) 


3, Suller's Hall Court, Cannon Street, London. 
Sir, September 21, 1907. 

1 HAVE the honour to reply to your letter of the 16th instant on the subject of 
the inspection of the Alwaz—Ispahan road. 

We learnt only from our lotters of the last overland mail that the departure of the 
engineer for this inspection hind been accelerated, Tt appears the senior en’ 
the Euphrates Company has been ordered home on sick leave, but that. the medica! 
officer sanctioned his detention for the time needed for the inspection, which our 
agent consequently hurried forward. 

Your letter of the 21st May last covered a despatch from His Britannic Majosty’s 
Viee-Consul at Ahwaz approving of the inspection, and our letter to you of the 
2nd July stated that we were giving instructions for it at the earliest favourable 
momen 

T have, &. 
(Signed) I. W. MACLEAN, Secretary. 





aN 








No. 421. 
[81807] No. ; 
‘Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23.) 


Melee.) ‘Tehran, September 23, 1907. 
SNS ce my telegram No. 282 of the ao ulti ce Duets 

iaanolal expen lasenot yet heen appointed by Trench Government. Delay 
Fe eee Pontan Government may be discouraged, and it is even possible 


that-another appointment may be the result, 





Yo, 12 
131863] No, 122, 

Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey—(Received September 23.) 
av Tehran, September 28, 1907. 
cree Pe otegeam. No, 116 of the 18th instant and toy telegram No, 267 of the 


Tat Hasta tho viows ot the Oil Syndicate as regards tho position of their employés 


i re v not sanguine, have been sent by 
* instructions, of whose elfect, however, Lam us ve be ih 
Seeegiienment, Lorimer loft Ispahan yesterday, and L await his report on 


arrival. 





[81890) No. 423. 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Bitivard Grey.—(Received September 23.) 


(No. 276) 
(Holographic) Pe 
TURCO-PERSIAN frontion 
Porsistence in Persian aggression may lead to 
i r vho is charged with complicity 5 
1, Deposition or death of Shah, who is charged with complicity 
ito intervention, at the demand of Persia, by Christians; ant on 
t TURE VERRRaR estrangement of the Shia sect, whom the Sultan lias been 
‘endeavouring to coneiliate for the last ten years, 
S ay be brought to realize this, 
is to be hoped that the Sultan may be brought to realize this, 
It itis Tapa Majesty docs not listen to his own Ambassador wlio, once more 
insists on resigning, he should apply to his former Agents, such as the Sheiik-ul-Reis, 
for information as to the fecling here, 


Tehran, September 23, 1907. 





(31858) No. 424, 
Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 23.) 


fo, 127) , eae 
R je.) P. Constantinople, September 28, 1907. 
fg Me DRINGERICE'S teloginm No. 276 of to-day, respecting the frontier 
eT enti y to the Sultan to-morrow, although it 
T will find means of communicating directly to_the Sultan to- r althoug 
is Tis Imperial Majesty's bivthday, Sir ©. Spring-Rice's impressive message. ; 
er tetitcade: til the Gragd Visier the substance of telegram No. 270 of the 
10th instant, from Tehran, for communication to His Imperial Majesty. 
Sir C. Spring-Riee informed. 
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131857) No, 425, 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 
(No, 208.) 
(Telegraphic.) P, St, Petersburgh, September 28, 1907, 

REFERRING to your telegram No, 207 of the 21st instant respecting ‘Tureo- 
Persian frontier. 

Russian Government has been informed by Russian Chargé d’Aflaires in London 
of your proposal that, in communicating text of Anglo-Russian Convention to Porte, 
Sir N. O'Conor should draw attention of Ottoman Government to clause which refers 
to Persian integrity, 

‘The suggested observations were quite approved by M, Goubastoff, 





(29370) No. 426, 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir C. Spring-Rice, 
). 166.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 28, 1907. 

T HAVE tecoived a letter from the India Office, forwarding copies of 
correspondence respecting the proposed establishment of a. permanent Vico-Consulate 
of His Majesty at Birjand, and T notice that, it contains letters from His Majesty's 
Consul-General at, Meshed to yourself (No, 26, Confidential, of tho 14th May), and 
from His Majesty's Consul for Seistan and Kain to the Government of India (dated 
the Sth June, of whieh you have received a copy), strongly recommending that the 
scheme should be carried out. 

‘There appears to me to be great weight in the arguments advanced by Major 
Kemion in favour of the establishment of such a post, and 1 am further of opinion 
that the presenee of a British Consular officer at Bixjand would not only facilitate the 
Working of the new Anglo-Russian Arrangement concerning Persia, by showing that 
Ilis Majesty's Government are earnestly desirous of ca ont so far as thei 
sphere is concerned, but would also assist them in sceing that the Russian Government 
also carry out their part of the Agreement, 

Before, however, expressing any view on the subject to the India Office, TP should 
do glad to learn whether the project mects with your approval, 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) R. GREY, 





[81867] No, 427. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Eduard Grey.—(Received September 24.) 
(No. 601.) 
‘Dherapia, September 20, 1907. 
UIAVE the honour to state that, haying received a telegram from His Majesty's 
Consul-General at Tabreez announcing that he was starting for Urmia on the 20th instant 
T havo requested him to furnish me with precise information respecting the presence 
of Ottoman troops in Persian territory. I have asked him particularly to let me know. 
the number and quality of the troops and the names of the places east of the zono 
which they are actually occupying, 
Ihave, &. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





{81919} No. 428, 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received September 24,) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents is compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Mr, Secretary Morley, 
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i i i State, copy of a telegram 
«dg herewith, for the information of the Seoretary of State, copy of a teles 
{ore Ventre dated the TSth instant, rolativo to the proposed inerease to the Tspahan 


Consular guard. 
India Office, September 23, 1907. 


Tnclosuire in No. 425, 
Mr, Morley to Government of India, 


(Welegraphic.) P. India Office, September 18, 1907. 


GONSULAR guard, Ispahan. Seo my telegram of the 10th and yours of the 14th 


instant, pa 
i e 5th i Ministor at ‘Tehran, 

‘As proposed in telegram of the 5th instant from British 3 

increase ign be effected gradually. I should be glad to be informed what the cost 

of increase will be, with a view to adjustment between Indian and Tnperial ‘Treasuries. 





(31923) No. 429. 
India Office to Foreign Offices —(Received September 24.) 


‘PHY Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Unde 
Seorotary. of Stato for. Foreign Affairs, and by direction of Mr. Secretary. Morley 
forwards licrewith, for the information of the Secrotary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 1th instant, relative to the situation in the Baklitin 
country, 


Indin Office, September 23, 1907. 


Tnelosure in No. 
Mr, Morley to Government of India. 


aphic,) DP. Seplemter 19, 1907. 
LE SHOULD be glad to receive by telegraph as quickly as possible your views, 
including particulars ‘is to cost, regaviling proposal of Vice-Consul at Ahwaz 8 
57 of the Lith instynt rom His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran, 





(81969) No. 130, 


Extract from the “Times” of September 24, 1907. 


‘Vue Ponce Pensiax Froxtmr Qu 
(From a Correspondent in Persia.) 


THE negotiations for an Agreement between England a in to preserve the 
integvity of Persia have coincided with a crisis in the relations between Persia and 
‘urkey. A glance at the map will explain this if we trace the line proposed for two 

al railvays. ‘There are many who think that the pivot of world polities lies at 

sent moment hetween these tho fines. Briefly, they run as follows :-—The Ture 
German tine continued from above Mosul is to run down the ‘Tigris Valley to Koweit ; 
the Perso-Russian line is {o run from Julfa on the Aras past Tabreez direct to the Persian 
Gulf, By which of these two lines is the immensely rich country between them to be 
served for commercial purposes? Whit will be the strategie and the political relations 
anid effect of them? Who is to be the real aster of the distriet, especially on the Persian 


side? These are questions of great importance, the answers to which depend on the 
relations not only between Turkey and Persia, but between England, Germany, and 
Russia. That Germany feels she has a vital interest in the matter, her determined 
effort to gain a footing in Persia, crowned now by a Moderate Banking Concession in 
the country, is evidence enough. England's interests in the south of Persia are well 
known, and are bound up with those of both Germany and Russia by the projected 
railways whose termini are to be on the Persian Gulf. Russia eannot with uneoncern 
see any advance of Turkey across a frontier which runs for nearly its whole length 
rallel to and at no great distance from the line of the railway, or instanes, from 
Mosul to the Lahijan frontier, 80 miles south-west of Lake Urumiah, is an easy journey. 
by caravan of eight days, while two days’ march from Ushnu castward brings the 
traveller to the line of the proposed railway. North of this the countey on the Turkish 
side is occupied almost exclusively by Kurds, among whom are scattered the East Syrian 
or Nestorian or Chaldean Christians, who have taken refuge in the didicult fastneases of 
the mountains from the successive invasions of Arab, Mongol, and ‘Turk, On the Persian 
side of this frontier, which follows the watershed, there is a country of boundless fertility, 
watered by 13, which scarcely ever run quite dry, well wooded, thickly popii- 
ated, and able to support many times the present population, South-west of Lake Urumiah, 
lies the district of Suldiz, Loss wooded, but very, productive of goad wheat, Some 
80 miles of downs, thinly cultivated, but admirable for pasture, divide Sulduz from the 
great plain of Urara‘ah, which stretches 15 miles youth and 20 miles north of the ancient 
city of the same name, one of the reputed birthplaces of Zoroaster, and undoubtedly the 
seat of a vigorous Zoroastrian worship,* ‘The plain is an almost dead level, very slightly 
higher than the lake, and fringed all around its western edge, at an average of 20 iniles 
from the lake, by the fuot-hills chat run down from the frontier, itself another 20 miles 
further on, It is immensely rich, and deserves its title of the Paradise of Persia ; the 
river valley densely planted with gardens wherever the intricate irrigation channels’ run, 
and the channels themselves edged with countless willows and poplars, among which the 
plane trees heloved of storks raise their splendid heads. Wheat, tobaeco, melons, and 
all manner of vegetables fill the spaces not occupied hy the innumerable vineyards with 
their thirty varieties of grapes; while the conspicuous feature of the plain as seen from 
above is the numerous uiounds, many of them sites of old Zoroastrian worship, others of 
cities and villages of great antiquit 
West of the foot-hills lie the uplands, ‘They, too, are watered like the plain, and 
Support such flocks on their rich pastures and supply such wheat as the marauding 
Kurds allow. Opposite the lake are threo such, upland. plains—-Mergawan, Tergeyan, 
and Bradost—each with easy descents to the plain of Urumiah, and cach shut in from 
st by tlie great range of mountains tliat run from Karabagh to Usha, Mergawan 
nan are practically one, with low hills between, and meet a little south of the 
Village of Anbé. “Tergawan led by much higher hills from Bradost. ‘Three 
urdish tribes occupy these plains; the Begaadeh, a family: which inmigrated trom 
Mesopotamia about eighty years ago, and now numbers, with servauts, about 3,000, of 
whom some 500 are armed, occupy the smali district called Dasht (plain) in Mergayan 
and In Mergawan there is also a family of the Herkayeh tribe, the majority 
mad, and roams from Van to Bagdad; but this family is settled in 
Another Herkayeh family, under a Chief named Piru, has settled in 
‘Tergawan, Bradost is occupied sparsely by several families of the Shekak tribe of Kurds, 
But in all these villages there are Nestorian Christians, who are hewers of wood and 
drawers of water to the hated Kurds, for the Kurds are innocent of any tendency to 
manual labour, living both by the labour of the Christians and by the pillage they: carry 
of Urumial), which the Persian Government has little will aud less 
power to protect. ‘The Christians of ‘Tergavan are a brave, warlike race, not improbably 
of Kurdish origin to a large extent, just as the Shekaks are said to have been Christians 
a centuty ago, ‘Three villages in Tergawan are exclusively Cliristian, employing in a few 
cases Kurdish servants, and some 200. of them carry arais, which they are made to 
employ as an advance guard for the timid Persian troops that occasionally visit the 
district. Mergawan and Bradost are far less cultivated and inhabited, and the 
Christians there are the abject subjects of the Kurds, Both the Herkayeh and the 
Begzadeh Kurds are intimately connected by marriage with the great Sheikh of 
Shamsdin, or Nochea, which is a glorious park-like country in the ‘Turkish mountains 
west of Mergawan, ‘The present Sheikli is the grandson of the famous Obeidullah, 


* By far the best account of the district and its antiquities is contained in Professor Jackson's * Persia, 
Ancient and Modern” Macnllan, 


[1s21] Ba 
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who raided Urumiah in 1881, and son of Sheikh Snddik, who was the terror of thé 
Froiitior until his death last spring, ‘The district grows some of the finest tobacco in 
‘Turkey, and on its contraband profits the Sheikh lias grown enormously rich, having a 
large Christian population to work free for him, ‘These three plains arc easily accessible 
in summer from Turkey, while Bradost is open by ease roads to the plain of Albig and 
Gavwar, which lead one, three, and five days from the Persian frontier to Diza, Bashkalan, 
and Van, all garrisoned towns. 

Such is the frontier which the Turks are disputing, and have crossed in at least 
three places, namely, ino Lahijan, Mergawan, and Bradost, As regards Lahijan, the 
‘Vurkish encroachments there belong to the history of the last two years, and there 
seems little probability of the Turks leaving it, Mergawan and ‘Tergawan were entered 

Thteen months ago, but the Persians, as well as the ‘Turks, denied 

Purks, whether actually ‘Turkish officers, as they certainly were, or 

mien cmployed by the Sheikh of Shamsitin and dressed in ‘Turkish uniforms, as the 

Persians declared settled at Anbé, and exacted taxes from all the villages as far east as 
Anhar, which is only 4 miles trom Urumiah 

oachment in Bradost dates further back. For many years the Turkish frontier 

n has been situated at Bashagha, between Bradost and Diza in Gawan, aud is at 

Teast 5 miles within the Persian side of the watershed. Four years azo the Sheikh of 

Sliamsdin built a so-called earavanserai at Saru, a village at the mouth of the pass from 

Tralost to Diza, ostensibly for commercial pi It scoms, however, never to have 

eon so used, but has heen vecupicd fitfully by ‘Turkish soldiers. A Persian official was 

‘years ago to remonstrate; he returned well paid for his trip, md ready to 

in‘ ‘Mhis gentleman enjoys the post of Deputy Governor of 


the situation at the beginning of the present year; but local events had 
not to mention the eifect of the Russo-Japanese war and the Liberal 
inovement in Persia, here is little doubt that this movement has bitter enemies, all of 
whom dread the rise of a reformed and vivified Persia, Russia is willing to aid the 
Shih, whose power, with ier help, may yet he suiiciest to crush his aspiring subjects. 
‘he Sultan thinks {bthe time to crush’ Persia before Ue Liberal movement comes to 
fruit or the Perso-Russian Railvay’ is built. ‘The other consideration is more important : 
‘Murkey hay lost her fear of Russia since the Japanese war, and there is every reason to 
suppose that she thinks herslP perlcetly able to overcome Russia, especially 
Hopes, Bugland he occupied with hier own difficulties in India and Egypt, and 
regards sucha set-back to the builders of the Julfa-Bushire Railway with satis 

he situation is complicnted by the mortgaging of the villages in Tergawan and 
Mergawan by their owner to the Russian Bank in payments of heavy debts 
this unfortunate landlord, ‘the landlord Ind failed to find any ‘merchant who 
would undertake the management of the ostates, which need ex 
consider the intractable nature of lis Kurdish subjects and the possibility of difficulties 
Nith the Turks who were “visiting” the district, But a contract was signed with the 
Russian Bank, aida Cossack officer, who was for twenty years engaged at ‘Tehran in 
training the Persian Cossack regiment, arrived at the end of July to undertake the 
charge of these villages. 

Since the collision with the Persians under Mejd-es-Sultanch at the end of July the 
‘Turks have increased in numbers, and are said to be massing troops all along the 
frontier. They are rigorously restraining the Kurds from all acts of violence, and the 
country is enjoying unusual calm, which looks, nevertheless, ominously like the calm 
that precedes the storm, ‘They haye shown hitherto no sign whatever of retiring, in 
spite of much-advertized telegrams to the contrary from Tehran, 'T'vo claims have been 
put forward by the ‘Turks in justification of their present action, First, that until thirty 
years ago the Shicikh of Shamsdin claimed to possess, and did actually exercise some 
right of possession over, certain villages in the plain of Mergawan. ‘This claim has never 
eon acknowledged by Persia, and, whatever it is worth, is based only on the holding of 
private property, or on the settlement of his subjects in those parts. He is said to own 
W tow villages algo between ‘Terganan and Bradost, Secondly, the Turks claim to protect 
all Sunni Moslems from oppression ; and they claim that Sunnis have been persecuted by 
the Persian Shiahs, and that the expedition of Mejd-esSultaneh had a rel i 
‘he only possible excuse for this claim is the fact that a Sunni village below Mergawan 
was destroyed by the Persians as punishment for the murder of the head of a village 
near by in November last, ‘There was, however, no religious question raised or 
thought of, 

"AU the present moment the ‘Turks are demanding taxes from villages only 6 miles 
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distant from Urumiali, and the refugees are utter! ir vi 

, ; ly unable to return to th ; 
Persian army under Firman Firma, numbering some 6,000 troops, is within eg noe cs 
Urumiah. ‘An unknown number of troops is assembled by the Russians about Kam 


pee then, is the situation, and it remains for the diplomatists to say what will he the 





[81985] No, 431. 


(oo, ora) 57 © SPrig-Rlee to Sir Baward Grey—(Rearved September 24.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. 
ACTIN 

“ (No, 2) 
"Following information received from Urumia = 

oy, Pashia is collecting taxes at Marova (?), which he has made his head. 

Villages formorly belonging to his grandfather have been handed. over to Sheil 

of Noochea, who called there, ‘Turks advancing in plain of Urumia have oceupied 

They say Askerabad will also bo entered; latter is a large village rented. by 


Stevens, and owned by Majd-es-Saltanch, Teds stid th 1 
Gey eee 


Tehran, September 24, 1907. 
Consul-General at Tabreoz telegraphed yesterday as follows :-— 





[32070] No, 482. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Bdward Grey.-—(Received September 24,) 


128. Confidential.) 


(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, September 23, 

sgraphic { n mber 23, 1907. 

REE Grand Viaior, whom T saw to-day, eaill that, provided the Trurkielr Gome 
misloner reported Honestly with regard to th Persian clams, it seemed probable either 
iat the Palace would have to withdraw the ‘ark case 

sale rife matted aw the Turkish troops or that a strong caso for 

is Highness told me that the Persian Commissioners could not he ° 
the spot for three or four days, and that ho had. mateuoted, tho. Tuslosle cotton 
not to accept the offer of allegiance which had been made by ‘Turkish Sheikhs, 


Thaye sent Wratislaw the following teleg ‘ i Peet 
ant peal following telogram addressed to Urmia, requesting him 


ee pane have beon sent to the Turkish Commissioner to givo you a friendly 
“T think you would do well to urge him to meet the P Sommisst 

Aevccait ALA S roe 

immediately after their arrival, and to inform the Porte both of the nature and extontot 
their claims and also of the pretensions put forward by the ‘Turks, which should. be 
asad on the recently disturbed Status quo as it was understood by tho Modiating 

1869, and not on the contentions of Dervish Pasha, r os i 

for the withdrawal of the Turkish troo Canes ea 


8 will be consi i 
Markle Commissioner reports ia this eotaa." MOY SHengttonoll IE the 





[31856] No, 433. 


(se 213) Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 
(elegraphic.) P. Fore : 
ANULORUSSIAN Agrcomont reign Office, September 24, 1907. 


We concur (sce your telegram No, 202 of the 23rd i i 
fnstructions have accordingly been sent to Sir J.dordan. tesianl ass Ueherpte 
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(81856) No, 434. 


Sir Kdivard Grey to Sir J. Jordan. 
{legen Foreign Office, September 24, 1907 

ANGILO-RUSSIAN Convention. 

Should text of Anglo-Russian Convention not reach your Russian colleague by 
to-morrow, the 25th instant, please inform me by telegraph of the fact; communi- 
cation of fext will in that case he made fo the Chinese Representatives here and at 
St, Potersburgh. 





(81558) No, 435, 


Foreign Offce (0 the Persian Transport Company. 


roporting that. the information that your Company's engineer left Ahwax for the 
Bakhtiari country on the 25th ultimo has now been confirmed by Captain Lorimer. 
Tam, 
(Signed) MALLET, 





{32073} No. 436. 
Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward trey —(Received September 25.) 


yen, Tehran, Seplenber 25, 1907. 
O-RUSSIAN Agreement. 
ian section has heen communicated by Russian Minister 
Porsian Government, We also informed them that Great Powers 
Agreement communicated to them, but the communication respecting absence of secret 
Hause was made verbally, as M. de Hartwig thought a written statement to that 
effoct would be an embarrassing precedent, 





(32080) 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recewed September 25.) 

200) 

graphic.) 1. 

FRIED M, Gonbastom 4 he had 

sian frontier from ‘Tehnan or Constuvtinople, as in the opinion of Six C. Sprin; 
ituation in Persin was growing very serious, and dangerous consequence 
Gusue to the Shah owing to the agitation on the subject of Turkish agaressions, 

M. Goubastoif informed me that M. Zinoviell was very doubttul as to. withdrawal 
of Turkish troops, and it would be necessary, in. the opition of Acting Minister for 
Foreign MMfairs, that a high line should be taken up with the Porte and tliat 
withdrawal of troops should he insisted upon, Ue had not received any. specially 
important news from ‘elvan, although M. de Hartwig had reported that great 
agitation reigned there. 

ix N, O'Conor was doing his best, I told M. Goulustoff, to get Ottoman 
Hovernment to withdraw troops, and { supposed M. Zinovielt would fully support 
him, 





829 
(80834) No. 488, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Ofice, September 25, 1907. 

WITH reference to India Office letter of the 24th ultimo, relative to the projected 
transfer of the respective British and Russian rights over the Tchran-Meshed and 
Meshed-Seistan telegraph lines, Lam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to 
transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Ambassador at 
St. Potersburgh,* forwarding the draft of a telegram which the Russian Govern 
ment propose to address to their Minister at Tehran, giving the reasons which have 
prompted the transaction, and instructing him to confer with His Majesty's Ministor 
as to the measures to be adopted with a view to obtain the consent of the Persian 
Government to its accomplishment. 

His Majesty's Government are, as you are aware, still awaiting certain information 
which the Russian Government have promised to supply regarding the nature of their 
control over the Meshed-Seistan line, which, when received, will be at once com- 
municated to you, but I am to state that it did not appear to Sit B, Grey to be 
necessary to delay an expression of his concurrence with the terms of tle draft 
instructions, which the Persian Government wore anxious to receive ‘as soon as 
possible, until he was in possession of these details, and he accordingly intimated his 
agreement in them to Sir A. Nicolson by telegraph on the 22nd instant, 

Tam further to stato tha, if Mr, Secretary Morley concurs, Sir H, Grey. proposes 
to lurnish Sir ©. Spring-Rice at once with instructions similar to those which his 
Russian colleague has recived on the subject. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) LOUIS MALLUH, 





[82182] No. 439. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received September 26,) 


Sir, India Office, September 25, 1907, 
TN reply to gous letter dated the 13th instant, Tam directed to say that 


Mr. Secretary Motley will be glad if Seoretary Sir E, Groy will sond instructions, as 
proposed, to His Majesty's Minister at Tehran to approach the Persian Government: 
with a view to the renewal of the Concessions granted to the Indo-European ‘Telegraph 
Department for the Tehran-Bushire, Jask-Gwadur, and Kashan-Robat lines, it being. 
loft to Sir C. Spring-Rice to choose the hest moment for acting on them, 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) COLIN G. CAMPBELL, 





[32203] No. 440, 
Sir F. Bertie to Sir Edvard Grey.--( Received September 27,) 


‘0. 468, Confidential.) 
ts Paris, September 25, 1907, 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 464 of yesterday, T have the honour to 
inform you that when I communicated to the Political Director at the Ministry. for 
Foreign Affairs the documentsconcerning the Conventional Agreement between England 
and Russia, he observed: “So I see you have made a declaration on tho subject of 
the Persian Gulf, which was not mentioned in the summary of the Convention which 
you showed to me a short time ago.” 

J replied “yes; the publication of the despatch to Sir A, Nicolson is a sort of 
‘avis au lecteur’ Nobody can in future plead ignorance of our attitude in regard to 
the Persian Gulf.” 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) PRANCIS BERTIE, 





* No. 379. 
4p 
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[32259] No, 441. 
Imperial Bank of Persia to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 27.) 


Sir, 25, Abchurch Lane, London, September 26, 1907. 

I HAVE the honour to convey to you, on behalf of the Board of the Imperial 
Bank of Persia, their congratulations on the conclusion of the ‘Treaty with the Russian 
Government, and their appreciation of its conditions with which the Directors are in 
unanimous agreement, 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) LEPEL GRIFFIN, Chairmen, 





[33194] No, 112. 


Memorandum on the Commercial advantages that should be availed of in the British and 
Neutral Zones as delimited under the Anglo-Russian Convention of August 1907.— 
(Communicated by Sir G. Mackensie, September 27, 1907.) 


ARTICLE ILL provides that all existing Concessions in the respected regions 
are maintained, and that Russia engages not to oppose the grant of any Concession 
hotween the defined lines of delimitation. 

T understand Lynch's ‘transport Company holds the road Concession from ‘Tehran 
to Kermanshah, and from Vehran vid Kum to Ispahan and thence to Shuster. 

T would suggest that this Company should take an early opportunity of 
approaching the Russians with a view to friendly co-operation, whereby the portions 
of thes Concession, and. their completed rons within the Russian sphere, be sold to 
hem on terms to’ be arranged, ‘The ‘lransport Company thereafter to be recon- 
structed with a larger working capital; improved and effective roads being at once 
constructed from Shuster to Kermanshah vit Dizful, and from Shuster through the 
Bakhtiari country to Ispahan, Further, that a Concession be applied for from the 
Persian Govermment for the making of a good trunk road from Bunder Abbas to 
Youl vid Korman, and so maintain our commercial hold upon Persia and to continue 
to draw the trade off those contres to the Persian Gulf before the Russians undertake 
tle improvement of the lines of communication within or beyond their sphere, and so 
direct trade northwards, 

‘he Persians to he mile parties to the scheme in so far that after a reasonable 
veriod’ of years, the roads to become the property of the Persian Government on the 
Sompany being recouped its outlay, Im return for which the Persian Government 
might be asked fo guarantee an onnual payment of interest on the agreed capital as 
oxponded. 

PY ich torent tobe provid out of any surplis of Customs revenues over and 
hove that al present collected at Gulf ports; such surplus being created by the 
inproved facilities of communication thus provided. But, notwithstanding, in order 
to obtain the necessary capital for such an enterprise, the Persian guarantee would 
doubtless have to be stipplemented by a lesser annual guranteed payment of interest 
by the Indian or British Governments Tn giving this, a moderate isk only would be 
inieurreil, for the Persian guarantee, if unpaid, would be carried to their debit and form 
4 just change upon tho routs, to he repaid prior to thelr ting handed over at 
termination of the Concession, thus providing a mortgage on the roads against any 
guarantecd interest disbursed by the Indian or British Government, which in any 
case could only amount to a modest sum compared with the commercial advantages 
to be derived therefrom. 

Tt is cortain that to turn the Convention to commercial advantage it will be 
necessary lo promote and support some scheme for tho development of the revenues of 
Persia ; and it is equally certain that, in the present impoverished and chaotic position 
of the Persian Government, no guarantee she may offer would suffice, while a modest 
but substantial guaranteo of interest on capital (as provided in the case of certain 

India) is absolutely necessary to attract capital to the country. 
Gs. M. 

September 27, 1907. 
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32279] No. 448. 


oe an Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 21.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, September 27, 1907. 
L HAVE received following for American Ambassador at (Caaatanttioplo from 
American Mission here 

While grateful to Sultan for order he has given to respect the Urmi Mission, 
we think it our duty to express our strong conviction that expedition undertaken by. 
Governor of Urmi was fully justified by action of Kurds, who, besides oppressing the 
whole country, including the Mussulman villages, had killed an American and a 


German, and that expedition had nothing to do with inst Turkey 
Sete ig rth aggression against Turkey or 





($2294) No. 444, 


(No. oye C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—( Received September 21.) 
(elegraphic,) P, Me 
PERSIAN financial situation, ebomnaimenterabers 21 LOT. 


Persian Government haye paid for interest on Government account with Imperial 
Bank 16,0001, since September last. A defieit of 2,000), retnains, 22,0001, is amount 
of unpaid interest on private debts guaranteed by the Government, 


On the British loan nothing has been paid, nor is there any. prospect of further 


payment being made, while receipts of Bushire Customs, say, 85,0001. annual; to 
bela cevetettatatiee ‘bjecta,  Yimporial ‘Bank of Peviia ia ertaiie ia nay mmeate fom 
Kermanshah, 

Your telegram No. 84 of the 18th July last. Receipt of Northern Customs were 
4,000/. short of sum required for interest on Ri loan last week ; thi m 
S00 aoe aoa vussian loan last week ; this sum was made 


Should I inquire officially, and in writing, of the Persian Government why the 
interest on loans has remained unpaid, and’ why the Bushire revenues have. been 
diverted. 


Expert not yet appointed by French Government, 





(82182) No. 415. 


Fenad Sir Edward Grey to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
(Velegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, September 27, 190) 
YOUN iclogram No, 134 of the Sist May: Renewal of ‘Telegraph Cian 
As soon as a moment which is in your opinion, opportune has arisen you may 
approach Persian Government so as to obtain this, 
Your Russian colleague should be informed of your action. 





[82416] No. 446. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 28.) 


(elegraphie.) P. 
A TELEGRAM was received last night from the Ottoman Ambassador at’ ‘Tehran 


(No. 190.) 
Constantinople, September 28, 1907. 


tothe effect that such excitament haa been aroused in Porsia by th 
that war seemed to be inevitable. It had beon decided to raise a 
of which the Shah intended to subscribe 400,000 himself, If war Ree erietn 
undoubtedly result in material loss to Persia; but on the other hand the Sultan's 
position as Caliph would be greatly shaken and the moral loss to ‘Turkey involved 
would be infinitely greater than any probable material gains, 
| ‘The Grand Vizier, who gave me this information, tells me that this telegram, 
which coincided with my message to the Sultan (see amy telogram No. 127 of the 
28rd instant), made a great impression on His Majesty. 


© frontier dispute 
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[31807] No, 447. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir F. Bertie, ~ 
(No, 540) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 28, 1907. 

YOUR Excellency isaware that the Persian Government have recently inade (o 
the Brench Government an official application for the services of a French financial 
expert. 

Meithe Russian Minister has advised his Government that the appointment of such 
an official iy wnobjectionable under certain conditions, and the Russiun Minister of 
Foreign Affairs informed His Majesty's Ambassador at St, Petersburgh on the 
80th ultimo that he would consult the Minister of Finance with a view to arrive at a 
Aveision on the subject, 

M, Tsvolsky added that the French Ambassador had given him to understand that 
the French Goverment, before carrying the matter to a conclusion, would be pre- 
pitred to come to an understanding with His Majesty's and the Russian Governments. 

His Majesty's Goveramont, for their part, would prefer a Brencli expert as 
Financial Adviser to the Persian Government to one of any other nationality, and have 
0 informed Six A. Nicolson. 

His Majesty’s Minister ai Tehran telegraphed on the 23rd instant that the 
French Government had not yet made the appointment, and expressed tie opinion 
tat the delay was unfortunate, as it would discourage the Persian Government, and 
might even lead to another appointment 

‘in viow of the apprehension felt hy Sir ©. Spring-Rico, I have to request your 
Hxcolloney to take an opportunity of mentioning the subject to the French Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, 

You should explain to M, Pichon the view taken by His Majesty's Government, 
and suggest to his Excellency the desirability of according a favourable reception to 
tho application of the Persian Government, and of losing no time in reaching an 
augeament with Great Britain and Russia with regard to the apponutment. 

It is to he feared that, should the French Government refuse or long delay to 
make the appointment, the position may fall to n German or to a Swiss, who would he 
chielly influenced from Berlin, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) I, GREY. 





(92418 | Nose 


Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Kiheard Grey.—(Received September 29.) 
(No. 280.) 
(Delegraphic.) Tehran, Seplentie F 
Mit. WRATISLAW telegraplis from Urumia, No. 6, dated the 25th instant, as 
follows: 
{th instant, ‘Taher Pasha, Vali of Bitlis, has left Torga 
intention of shortly returning, Ottoman troops are encroael 
lost; have completely occupied Wergaver aud Mer 
‘ollowing is statement of a trustworthy and intelligent ‘Turkish subject, who at 
of last w «in orgaver, aud whom 1 have interviewed :— 
That at Marvapa he savy alt ofticer, who lis 
nich concerned at the ev ly taken place; also Shemseddin, 
cin, who was in Mergaver, and prepared to establish Ottoman administrat 
uurgeon, together with a Captain Mustafa and i siulays, Bimbashi 
Colonel, who left on Siturday in order to superintend target practice 
reaiver, and who appears to be in command at ‘Terga 


1 who gave me this information talked with all the occupants, He was 
told that every village in Tergaver was held by at least ten Turl regulars, he saw 
100 of them in Mergaver, and heard that in the village Khanaga, 5 miles from Mergav 
there were six gums. 

“ollowing is eonfidenti: 
Please do not gi ww iny informant, who is a friend of the Vali’s, and was 
1s him at his own request. Taher informed him that Tergaver was Ottoman 





333 


territory, and that the Turks could not be tuned out by foreigners, ‘The delimitation 
of the frontier near Lahijan would be the only concern of auy Commission which might 
come out. 

“Turkish troops have occupied two villages, which Stevens rented tvo years ago 
from the Persian owner, ancl ejected owner's represent: British interests give 
me a pretext for visiting them, and I will try to do so,” 





[82419] No. 449, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 20, 

6 em spring: -y.— (Received Sep ) 
Telegraphic.) P. Teliran, September 29, 1907. 

aie, HAVE secvived following telegram No. 7, dated Urumin the 27th instant Len 
os jaw s— 


information conveyed in my telegram No, 6 is confirmed by a reliable person 
who arrived yesterday from Tergaver, Colonel, he says is named Maliomet-bin-Ahined 
y is in chief command, and has returned to Marvana, In Murvana 
with 100 soldiers, and in Tulekié, Lieutenant Shevkct, with 40, 

,, “ln the presence of my. infor Vali stated that ‘Turks had conie to stops 
“The h won't turn us out; the can't Inshallaly, they will t 

“Tn and about Ghiengachin, a village in Buradost, leasod to [2} British. subjeots, 
there are twenty-cight ‘Turkish soldiers, under Captain Jemal and a Livuten 
Turks have tumed out Customs officials, and have hid owner's men ejected from 
Rabat, an adjacent village. 





(82415) No, 450, 


Sir A, Nicolson (o Sir Bdirard Grey. (Received September 29.) 
(No. 208.) 
(Welographio.) P. St. Petershuryh, September 29, 1907, 

WINH reference to the exchange of Persian telegraph lines, a Memorandum ting 
been sent me from the Russian Ministry Affairs ‘in which it is stated 
that instructions in sense already eommunieated to you were sent yesterday to Russian 
finister at Lchran, The hope is expressed that Sir ©. Spring-Rige will receive similar 
instructions as soon as possible, 

Ii, as T presume, you have already sent instructions to ‘Uehran, T should be glad 
if you could! inform mé of the date on which they were sent in order that T may tell 
M. Gouhastoff, : 





(32466) 


—(Recvived Soptember $0.) 


Gulahele, September 10, 1907. 
Jatoly which are significant of the attinude of the 
ai rat Brita 
1, AM. Duhem, Customs off ‘stan, employs Baluchi sowars as Customs 
guards. ‘These men aro said (although the Russian Consul denies it) to belong to tlie 
tribe of Passand Khan, a Chief who is in the pay of the Russian telegraph administ 
tion, ‘The British Indian guard, returning to Tndia, was treated with violence aud 
indiguity by these men at the Customs post of Baring. M, Duhom defended the action 
of the Customs sowars, alleging that they iid been attacked and wounded by the 
‘wptain Kelly examined the “wounded” men and found that they were 


2 \ M. Cattersell, of notoriously anti-English proclivities, who liad been 
removed from Bunder Abbas in 105 owing to his marked discourtesy to the British 
Indian Commercial Mission, was reappointed to that post in spite, of a pledgo given by 

aus that he should not be employed there. : 

Tam taking the necessary action, aud will in due course report the result 


fis2i) 4Q 
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J have spoken confidentially on the subject to the Belgian Chargé d’Affaires. 1 
understand from hima that there ean be little doubt that the Belgian officials here look 
to Russia for advancement. M, Naus received a high Russian Order (higher than 
would have heen given to a Diplomatic Representative), and the Russian Government 
wish. to confer high decorations on subordinate euployés, for which, however, the 
Bolg#ian Government refuses to give the necessary sanction. One of the Belgian staff, 
M, Wihier, lives on the closest terms of intimacy with th Legation, a id 
cially with M. Passel, whose prinefpal accupation appears to be to intrigue against 
ish interests. 
Tt is ot improbable that M. Cattersell’s nomination is due to M, Passek’s influence, 
ais ie was fu 


frankly and t 
over the Bolg ting anti 
‘on their part to the desire to pl jae 1 bewged him, therefore, 
influence to prevent such acts of hostility, for which, in any case, he would be 
public opinion here to he responsible. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CEOIL SPRING-RI 





(82467) No, 452. 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received Septem .) 
0. W2,) 
‘, Gulahek, September 10, 1907. 
WIPH reference to my despat 121 of the Gth June and to previous corre- 
spondence respecting the Karun irrigation scheme, I have the honour to transmit 
Herewith eatract from a despateh from His Majest 1 at Mohammerah which hears 


aut the opinion of the Niza-esSultanch quoted in the final paragraph of my despatch 


No. 74 of Ue 2nd April last that the population ix insufficient to cultivate the existing 
‘aren of arable land, and Mr, MeDouall’s report shows that they are disinclined to 
cultivate land consistently even when irrigated. 

Mr, McDouall is of opinion that the introduction of cultivators from else 
night very possibly be resented by the Arabs, and these fuets seem to throw consider 
table doubt on the present practicability and utility of irrigation works on a large seale in 
the Karun district 

J yould mention in this conneetion that the Dutch Minister continues to have long 
‘eonvorsations periodically with the Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject. This 
indeed, is natural enough if, as stated in the Report of His Majesty's Minister at I 
Hague, his appointment ere was due to the influence of the chief promoter of the 
proposed Company, M. Sturler lias assured me of his disinclination to allow the schense 
{o fall (o Gernan enterprise, bul L understand that he approached Herr Gutmann in 
regard lo the itrigation project during the latter's stay in. Tehran in connection with the 
Gorman Bank negotiations, Lerr Gutmann replied that his bank was not at all prepared 
to coiisider so extensive a scheme. 

1 have conversed with my German colleague on the subject, and he told me 
perleetly frankly that, though no German project hind been formed, hie nevertheless 
considered it his duty: to place his Government in possession of full inforwiation 
rogarding the commercial possibilities of South-Western Persia and of its potentialities 
‘asn field for German enterprise, With this end in view he had instructed Dr, Listermann, 
Secretary of the German Legation, who is at the present moment on his way to Moham- 
eral, to furnish, him with a full report, 

Ushould add that, though [attach every eredence to Herr Stemrich’s denial of the 
existence of any German scheme, it is probable that the question of Karun irrigation is, 

i ly. be, under consideration at the Dresdner Bank, although in the present 
financial position ‘of Germany so large and doubtiul an enterprise can hardly be taken 
in hand seriously, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 
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Tnelosure in No, 452. 
Consul McDowall to Sir ©. Spring-Rice. 


‘ Mohammerah, August 10, 1907, 
WITH the present population there is little demand for increased irrigation in the 
Arab part of the province. ‘The Sheikh finds that the fellaheen are fully occupied with 
the present erops. ‘They spend November, December, and January on Karun ploughing 
and sowing wheat alter rain; February, March, and part of April, cultivation of date 
dens on Shatt-el-Arab; May, June, and July, wheat harvest, Karan; Anjrust, 

eptember, October, date harvest, Shatt-el-Arab, 
‘Phe irrigation he has made at Shakha, near Ahwaz, is also a partial failure from this 
he Arabs will cultivate it if there is no rain, but directly there is rain they 
desert a piace where they haye to pay for irrigation water. 





[32468] No, 453. 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 80. 
(No. 193.) 

g, Gulahek, September 10, 1907. 

WAIT roference to Mr. Cartwright’s despatch No. 56 of tho tat Juno, relative to 
Dr. Hugo Grothe, T have the honour to state that this gentleman arsived at 
Kermansliah in July, after travelling through Pusht-i-Kuh, where tho Vali had taken 
iim tinder his protection. He has taken copies of the Kermanshah Customs returns 
for the last three years. He left on the 13th ultimo for Burujird and Tspahan, He 
appears to have been greatly interested in Pusht-i-Kul and Luristan, and in general 
to be making inquiries as to the resources of the country, ILis proceedings are being 
carofully watched by the Russian Consul, who asked the Manager of the Tmperial 
Hank at Kermanshah, with whom the doctor was staying, for a report on his 
movements. 

_ Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) OEOL, SPRING-RICE, 





(32470) No. 454. 


Sir. Spriny-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 80.) 
(No. 195.) e ice mentee 8) 
Sir, Gulahel, Septenter 18, 1907, 
T OBSERVE in the Confidential Print, copy of a communication which or 
aildressed to the Russian Ambassador in London on the subject of the proposed 
construction of a second wire from Tehran to Shahrud, 5 

In that communication you stated that His Majesty's Government were unwilling to 
give credit to the reports which had reached me. I yenture to state, in justification 
of the communications which I thought it my duty to make to you on the subject, 
that the evidence before me was as follows :— d 


1, Mr. Barker had received a direct request from the Persian 
Administration to undertake the construction of the second wire, 

2, ‘Nhe material was ordered and paid for by a draft on Baku to the amount of 
14,000 roubles. 

3, The Russian Legation had addressed a note to the Persian Government, the 
substance of which is a8 follows :— 

: there is no proper telegraph line from ‘Tehnan to Shalrua this eauses great 

inconvenience. It is requested that orders should be given to the Director of 
Telegraph to add a new wire, and on our part every kind of assistance will be given,” 


‘elogiaph 


‘This note, which reached me from a secret source, was s - 
Sultanch to Abbas Kuli Khan on the 11th instant. a eee 
4, The Persian Government is quite unablo to make payments even for the most 
necessary expenditure, and the revenues of the ‘Telegraph Administration are pledged 
to us as seoutity for tio payment of interest on the English loan, which payments, as 
you are aware, are long overdue. ¢ ‘ 
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appearance of probability to justify its communica 
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6, ‘the construction of a second wire to Shahrad is of no benefit whatever ty the 
n Administration, but 
Minister of Telegraphs has recently made a large loan (60,0001) from the 
ik, and consequently if he made the payments himself must have made 
them out of borrowed money. 
Government denies categorically that it sanctioned any expenditure 
‘whatever on new telegraph constructi 
Finally, J venture to 
11th ultimo) M. do Hartwi; 
construction of the second wire, although he denied that any loan was specifi 
made for that purpose, atid 
Although I now learn that this evidence was not regarded by His Majesty's 
i eration it will present a sufficient 


ian Legation, 





solely for the convenience of the Rus 
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in conversation with me, has stated that hie asked f 












ng, I trust that on con 
n to your Department. 
learnt from My, Barker that th 
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toit. 





Thave, 


(Signed) ROLL SPRING-RICE, 


mind you that (as reported in my despatch No. 173 of tle 
the 
ull 


telegraph material cannot be 

delivered by the manufacturers in Baku till the end of September, and that he has not 
oil authority from the India Office to undertake the work. 

1 Government in 

of lines, namely, tliat this is only to take 

serious. consequences, 

‘Phe Russian Logation 
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(No, 196.) 
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1 TLAVE the honour to transmit herewith 1 





Sth ultimo, 


No, ti 





Sir C, Spring-Rice (o Sir Bdiward Grey—( Received Seplenber 30.) 


Guluhek, September 13, 1907. 
slation of a note in Persian wh 
and the Minister of Pinanee 
your telegram No, 102 of th 
of the sinking fund for three ye: 
jowledument from the Persian Government, 
Thave, 
(Signed) 
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Inclosure in No, 155, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice lo Persian Government. 


ion.) 
Highness, Gulahek, August 
1 DID not fail to transmit to my Government copy of your Highness’ note of the 
23x July relative to the request of the Persian Government that His Majesty’ 
Goverment should consent to the suspension of all payment on account of sinking 
fund for the 5} 

His Maje 
ment and the Siered 
reforms, the establishment of financi 





1, 1907, 





ce OF three y 
y's Governth 
ional Ass 








e taking energetic measures for necess: 
quilidriam, aud for the de 



















sure that. the Imperial Govern- 





lopment of trad 





They have also taken note of your statement that these measures require reasonable 
time to be successful, and that at least a period of three years is required for the 
achievement of these reforms and of the objects in view. 

‘They fully appreciate the sentiments expressed by your Highnoss on behalf of the 
National Assembly as to the friendship existing between the two States, which they 
sincerely reciprocate, 

After duly considering the contents of your letter and the arguments which you 
have so ably urged, they have instructed me to consent to the request of the Persian 
Government that a delay of three years may be allowed during which nothing should 
be paid on account of the sinking fund, but only interest, in order that. the Persian 
Government and the National Representatives may have time to carry on the necessary 
reforms and to put the income and expenditure of the country on a proper footing, 

Tam to add that, in consenting to this request, [lis Majesty's Government under= 
stands that the following conditions will be observed. 

Firstly, in accordance with the general law as to del 
stood that the Persian Government, on its side, will not contract any now foreign loan 
without giving tlieir creditors, England and Russia, the option of adyaneing money on 
the same conditions, ‘Phe reason of this condition will e plain to you, for accoriling, 
to law anil custom a debtor who. makes an arrangement with « erellitor must engage 
not to incur new debts from other quarters without first giving the option to his 
original creditor. 

Secondly, it is understood that the Persian Government, in the general interests 
of freedom of commerce, strictly maintains the promise made by the Attabek on the 
27th October, 1901, and confirmed in the present year, to the effect that “ the Persian 
Government will not grant to any one the monopoly of iver in the State 
Mint, and that in the matter of the importation of silver all persons, whether Persians 

Jw treated equally and without distinction.” 
it is understood that His Majesty's Government has consented to the 
request of the Persian Government and to waive the rights secured to them hy enga; 
in order that, the Government and the Mejlis may have time to carry on the 
necessary reforms, and put the expenditure and income of the country ona proper 
foot If howover; tolls groat rogrot, His Majoaty's Governinont ahound laa that 
no serious effort is being made to carry out the reforms of which you speak, it iy 
understood that His Majesty's Government will haye the right to demand payment of 
the arrears of sinking ftind at any time within the next three years. 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) CECH, SPRING-RICE, 


















ors and creditors, it is under- 










































(82472) No. 456, 








Rice to Sir Bdiourd Grey. —(Reccived September 30.) 
(No. 197.) 
Sir, 





Gulohek, September 13, 1907, 
LN the India Office letter of the 4th July, inclosed in your despatch No. 126 of 
the 22nd 4 A, Godley inquires whether there is any prospect of the Persian 
Government agreeing in present circumstances to grant any further privileges to 
eners, 

T cannot answer this question in the affirmative. I am. inclined, however, to 
Uliove that foreign help would he readily accepted in telegraph construction, although 
ane contract or concession for a new foreign telegraph line would be difficult 
to obtain, as the Assembly would probably raise objection 

‘he Government, oF the Telegraph Administration, would, I think, be quite 
willing to put the construction and maintenance of a telegraph line into English 
shands, as they would thereby secure an efficient telegraph service at small expense to 
themselves, 

Mr. Casey, the Manager of the Indo-European Company at Tehran, has received 
the qualified Sanction of the Persian Government to constrict the line from Marund 
to Bachkaleh, of which Mr. Kirk makes mention, But he cannot proceed in the 
matter until the Assembly (and perliaps the Russian Logation) have exprossed tieir 








































approval, ‘The construction is therefore still in abeyance, though it would, at the 
present moment, as the Persians themselves acknowledge, ho of the greatest service to 
Persia. 
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It will, I think, be possible, by private a si 
Molegraphs, to construct a new line or repait an old one, if we are ready to provide the 
inatorial and the suprvision, trusting for payment to the returns from the line. But 
‘formal contract or concession would excite discussion in the Assembly and would 
probably be xejected, ‘The Telegraph Administration is, as you are aware, farmed out 
to the Minister. A private contract with him might perhaps, if it implied financial 
obligations, be as valid in point of prctice as a regular concession, even if the 
Minister was changed, for the payments would be secured on the revenue of his 
Department, which would be farmed out to his successor, and on which we have 
ourselves a lien, 

Tam informed by Mr, Barker that a great improvement has been 
recently into the telegraph service on the Mohammerah—Arwaz—Bornz 
Tias only been interrupted cight days during the Just four months, w 
was often out of order as much as fifteen d it a stretel 

Thave, &e. 
neil) CECIL SPRID 





ent with the Minister of 
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Sir ©, Spring-Rice to Sir Rdward Grey. —(Received September 30.) 
No, 198.) 
Sir, Gulahek, September 13, 1907. 

YOU will doubtless haye received, through the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
‘account which has been forwarded to his Grace by the Urmin Mission of the recent 
incursion of ‘Turkish troops into Persian territory. [t appears that the original 
protext for this lust incursion was the punitive expedition undertaken against the 
rnatauding Kurdish tribes by the Persian frontier authorit 

Krom the recent accounts which have renched mo, it seems that the attacking: 
foree consisted of 2,570 men, of whom 1,600 were ‘Turkish regulars, with twelve wins, 
‘Where were also. present, or in tho immediate neighbourhood, 1,000 or 2,000. Kurds 
Who lind crossed the frontior from ‘Turkey. 

‘Phe Persian force, which was oncamped at Well and stationed in the dis 
Mergaver and Tergaver, consisted of about 2,200 men, of whom 1,! 
‘Mh Persian foreo seems to have fled at the first attack. ‘The Turkish troops then 
fulyanced, and, according to the note which T have just received from the P 
Government. (translation of which T inclose), 100 ‘Mirkish regtlars have 
district of 1 of Unnia, and are in occupation of Gangachin. 
‘Nhe Ala-es-Sultanch begs that steps may be taken in Constantinople to stop the 
‘Mavk Highness lias pressed me for information as to the result of 
tlie vopresentat ie by England and Russia, and especially as to the proposal for 
the vepresentation of the two mediating Governments on the Joint Boundary Come 
mission, He urges that the consent of Turkey is not necessary, as the Sultan is 
Hound to accept the demand of England and Russia to he represented on. the 
Commission, whether he likes it or not, Tstated, in reply, that 1 had no information 
from you sinee the 28rd ultimo, and that T presumed that this was owing to the fact 
that there was no new development, and that the two Powers were continuing to put 

on the Sultan, As to the Sultan’s adlesion to a proposal for British and 
representation on the Commission, L pointed out to him that if the Sultan 
he would probably also refuse to accept the award of the Joint Commission, 
tish and Russian Representatives assisted in its deliberations. His Highness, 
aware that neither the Persian nor Turkish Governments had given effect 
intations of the former Commission, and that the frontier was still 
in spite of the labour of the Joint Commission and 
of the two Governments. 

Whe Akies-Sultanch was not satistied with my observations, but insisted that i 
the Buglist and Russ vernments were in eariest, te question would be settled, 
for tho Sultan would haye to yield, Me warned me that the Russian agents in 
Nobxani, and especially at the Court, were insisting on the zeal displayed by the 
Russian Ambassador, ind the comparative luke-warmness of the English Government, 
1 reminded him of the energetic action taken by Sir N. O'Conor and his interview 
with the Sultan, of which I had supplied him with a detailed account in writing. He 
returned to the charge, and added that the Atabek lind been accused of haying been 
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privy to the Turkish invasion, and that he himself was severely attacked in the 
Chamber as if he was himself responsible. I promised to telegraph to you for the 
Jatest information, although I pointed out that his own Representatives in London, 
Constantinople, and St. Petersburgh should be in a position to give him all the 
information he desired, i 

I spoke on the subject to my Russian colleague, 
merely remarking that he believed negotiations were 
and Constantinople, 

. ‘the Entesham-es-Sultaneh, who was the Persian Delegate on the Commission 
Which held. its sittings at Mosul, was summoned to Tehran by the Atabek. 
‘Mr. Churchill has seen him. He ‘l from his Excellency that there was great 
Gissatisfaction in the town as to the abortive result of the representations of the Powers 
at Constantinople. He said that it was stated at Court that.ngland had done nothing, 
as at is request 3 Chorebill supplied him with a Persian paraphrase of the 

grams which Lliad received from you.as to Sir N, O'Conor's acti i 
felegrams wich Tad received from youas fo Sir N,O'Conors action at Constantinople 

With regard to the effect of the Sultan's action on public opinion in Persi 
cannot do better than quote the words of the Turkish Ambassador. Iam” he eat 
“about to leave this country—I hope for good, 

Inhoure for ten years hero inte enuse 
tw 


who was somewhat reserved, 
proceeding at St. Petersburgh 


impull 
hus 


ory on 
Vt has given rise 

eountry in. the enjoy= 

ight lead to progress and reform, the Sultan hns joined 
ry and his own religion, because they are also. the 

finished, and I feel that 1 should go,” 
_ Thave, &e, 
(Signed) CEOIL SPRING-RICE, 


nee writing this despatch I haye had the honour to receive 
me of the present state of the negotiations, 

T venture to point out that the Atabck’s representative stated in the Assombly that 

ermany had boen asked to join in the representations to the Sultan, ‘the German 

Minister is reserved on the sithject, but has informed me that the Gorman missionaries 

seemed to | wuse of complaint, “It is noted here that the Turkish attack took 

place immediately after the threatening language used by the Moukber.es-Sultanch. in 

the Chamber as to the consequences of refusing to ratify the German Bank. Cone 

cession. ‘There is no doubt that Germany's influence over the Sultan is wreatly feared 

Hore. It las also heen pointed out to me that the Sultan may very well lave been 

d in ordering the invasion of Persian territory by recent events, in Bitlis. 

ere is, indeed, a considerable resemblance between. those events and the Azerbaijan 


revolutionary movement, «g., the seizure of the telegraph office oy’ 
of Fedavi or revolutionary devotees. POE ee SU ES Sey Ratt 
6, 8.2 


ment of fi 
with the enemies of his own eo 
enemies of liberty, My work here 


your telegram 


Tnolosure in No, 457. 


Ale-es-Sultaneh to Sir C, Spring-Rice. 
(Translation.) ir C. Spring-Rice. 


Your Excellency, September 7, 1907, 
NOTWITHSTANDING all the representations of tho British Ainbassuor to. the 
Sublime Porte with the object of bringiny about the withdrawal of the aggressive 
Turkieh toops from the interior of Persian territory, the aggressors have Tot yet 
n, but, according to information recently received fr th ir 
telegraph, based on the reports of Ismail Khan, SVEN GA CRON Sa ae 


e Tepe ¥ the Governor of Chehrek, and the 
Chief of the Shekak tribe in the districts of Somai and Baradost, on the BIst August, 
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soldiers committed an aggression in the village of Gangachin, and have 
deved ‘the district of Baradost, which is an integral portion of Persian tersitory. 1 
Taree huretore thought it necessary to inform your Excellency of the aggression of 
‘Turkish troops in the sacred Persian territory, and to request you to inform your 
Government, in order that instructions should be given to the British Ambassador at 
Constantinople to assist the Persian Ambassador at Constantinople, with the object of 
ringing about the withdrawal of the aggressors, and their punishment, and for the 
prevention of such aggressions. 
Tavail, &e, 


100 Turl 




















D.S,—On account of the proximity of Baradost to Salmas, the aggression of the 





‘Puckish troops Ab those points as caused consternation amoug the population of 
Salinas, who havo sent alatining telegrams to the National Assembly asking for the 





Anmdiate soitloment of this unsatisfactory state of affairs. No.doubt you will inform 
youn Government, asalvendy requested, so that the British Ambassador al Constantinople 
may receive instructions on the subject. 
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Sir G, Spring Rice to 


(No. 199.) 
si 





ddward Grey—(Received September 30.) 


, Gulaliek, September 18, 1907. 

L HAVE. the honour to state that on re ‘our telegram No, 108 of the 
7th instant, relative to the Anglo-Russian Agreem alled on the Russian 
‘ith a view lo drawing up an identic note, in the terms of your instructions, for co 
entin) communication vo the Persian Government. 

M. de Hartwig lid received a telegram from his Government containing instruc: 
tions as to the terms of the note. His Chancery had been unable to deeyyher it, and f 
ceordingly wave him a copy of the text a telegraphed by you. 

‘Awsome delay would have heen caused by a further reference to St. Petersbursh, 
Which we were both anxions to avoid in view of the prevailing excitement caused by the 
News of the signature of the Convention, he agreed to send in a note in Persian (trans: 
Tation inclosed), which was drasn up by Abbas Kuli Khan and the Oriental Secretary 
of the Russian Legation, in the terms of your instructions 

Tatigyested two slight alterations to, which he agreed, and w! 
With your approval, ‘The first. was the insertion of w clause 
+ thought it adyisablo to make a reference to the fuct that foreign Concessions were 
‘by thie Constitution swithout the consent of the Assembly, and we have cons 
qqcitly, in our note, inserted the proviso ‘iF the Persian Government agrees to forels 

‘oneesstons at all,’ ‘The second fad reference to the arrangements in the eventuality 
of ihe non-payment of the interest on English anil Russian tons, We thought it better 
to avoid using the word “control,” w hich might have b misunderstood, and we conse- 
(quently agreed on a wording which allued to the measures to be taken accordins to 
{horational iy for safeguarding the interests of ereditors. 

We proyove to intorm the Roreign Minister that he is at liberty to explain to the 
Asvomnbly, whieh is pressing for information, that the to Governments have communi. 
ited aneaphinatory Memoranidant settings forth the general objects of the Agreement, 
fund that the text will be confidentially communicated when it is received, 

Tintormed M. de Harti that t had Iieard that the popstar leaders desired, 
asa pledge of good faith, that the adlesion of other Governments should he obtained. 
We bot agived that, as the arrangement would be no doubt olfietally communicated to 
the Great Powers of Europe, it would be advisable to take advantage of this formality 
jirorder to enable the Persian Government to assure the public that the elause in the 
preamble, as to the independence aud integrity of Persia, and freedom and equality of 
Vrade and commerce, was concurred in by other European nations, and could be therefore 
regarded as. containing plo accepted by all the nations of the world, It might 
ven be possiile to associate the Persian Government itself in the formal commun 
tion, L ventured to telegraph to you on the subject, which appears to me to be of some 
‘importance if we wish to avoid arousing popular opposition in this eountry to the Agree- 
ment we have concluded. 

Tyenture to add that the opposition excited in China and in Morocco to the recent 
comnts concerning those cowitries has not passed without notice from the Persian 
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press, and that it may possibly be thought advisable by the English i 
Governments to take into consideration local feeling and angie crea Gears 
people ir making their final arrangements with regard to this country, 
__ Thave, &e, 
(Signed) ORCIL SPRING-RICE. 


Tnelosure in No. 458. 
Joint Note addressed by British and Russian Legations to Persian Government, 


(Translation,) September 
qllll Governments of Great Britain and Russi, desiing to AH pen 
onfict etneen their respective interests in cerlain regions in Persia contiguous to, or 
in the immediate neighbourhood of frontiers of Afshanintan and Baluchistan on the one 
and and of the Rassian frontier on the other hand, hve signed friendly Agreament 
In that Agreement the two Governments mutuall fot intogrit 
: : emen ¢ s ly agree to the strict integrity and 
independence of Versa, and telty that they sincerely Elisa rutedlstentnt 
that county as well as fe permanent establishment of equal advantages for commerce 
ana industy of alt other nations. Bach of te tvo States further engages, in ease the 
Persinn Government grants Concessions to foreigiers, not to seek Concessions adjoining, 
or in the nelgMboushood of, the frontiers of the other, In_ order to prevent minute 
standings in future, an 0 ave ng an order of things which might place Ue 
Persian Government jn, an embarassing situation in any respect whatever tho abore- 
mentioned regions are cleanly defined in the Arrangement. In aentioning the revenes 
hic are afestel to the loans conclude hy the Persian Government vith the Diseout 
snd! Los Bak and the Tperial Bonk of Persia the Russian and British Governicnts 
eco hat these revenues wil be in future aise othe same purpose ain the 
ast and the two Governments esually engaso, in the ease of iregulariies in the 
fmorlzation or nthe payment of infer of the abovesnentionel oun to enter on 
ieadly xclangs of Partin orden teal ia by gaan ‘agreement the measures 
in conformity * of nations, it would cossar} 

safeguard the inozests of the creditors and to avoid all interference whi 
'n conformity with the prints of that Arrangement 
ng that Arrangement the two States hve not for a moment lost sight of 
sient wineple of absolate respect of the intogtity and cea unrest 
Persia, Mhe Armngement has no other object thin that of avoiding any, cause of 
misunderstanding between the Contracting Parties on the grout of Petsny ails 
he Goverinient ofthe Shah wil enyines tet that the Agreement arsiv at Detseen 
dd Great Britain ean but contribute in the most ellieucious manner to, the 

security of the prosperity and the ultimate development of Persia, 





(32475) No, 459, 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received September 30.) 


(No. 200. Secret.) 
Sir, 


- Gulahek, September 18, 1907. 
ea ESE a ove oats that on the evening of the Boum lio the Aol 
aes oa aaa Lare 8 the political situation. A short time before I had, 


He spoke very pleasantly of the conversation 1 hi ith his fri 

spk ‘om had had with his friend, and assure 
me that it would soon be apparent how Tittle truth there vas inthe Bea ene 
haye referred. He did not allude to the Shah directly; but it was plain, from the whole 


tenor of e real dif ‘ituati i it 
aces that the real difficulty of the situation lay in the attitude of the 


He alluded to certain personal enei 
and laughingly said that he had nothi 


(21) 


ies of his own, among others Sand-ed-Dowlch, 
x to fear from th T have the honour to 
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inelose a Memorandum of our conversation which was drawn up by Abbas Kuli Khan. 
‘Phe general tenor of his observations was that the Shah would withdraw his opposition, 
tle Medjliss would work with the Government, and that very shortly the Government 
would be able to put-an end to the disorder which reigned in the country. I never saw 
him in better spirits, 

‘The next day the Atabek and the Ministers repaired to the Palace and requested 
the Sliah to aceept their resignations unless he would solemnly pledge himself to 
co-operate with the Government and the Medjliss. They obtained the promise in writing, 
and repaired in a body to the Assembly. I inclose a translation by Mr. Smart of the 
communication made by the Government to the Shah, and of His Majesty's reply. ‘The 
pidceedings of the Assembly on that day, an account of which is to be found in 
Mr, Churchill's summary, were on the whole harmonious and satisfactory. ‘The Atabek 
read the Shah’s statement, and explained that the Government and the Assembly would 
now be able to proceed to the serious work of reform, ‘There was some opposition, but 
it was overruled. ‘The majority of the Members showed their sympathy with the 
Government, 

‘The Atabek left the Assembly accompanied by the principal Mujtehed, Seyed 
Abdullah, ‘They reached the outer door of the Palace inclosure, and had just parted 
when the Atabek was shot and killed, One of his assailants was captured, but wounded 
his captor and escaped. Another, finding himself surrounded, shot himself, ‘The body 
ol the Atabek was removed to his house in his own carriage, accompanied by two Seyeds, 
‘who appear to have to have stolen his Highness’ watch and seal of office on the way. 
‘Phe body lay in his own town house, and preparations were being made for a State 
fimeral, but anonymous letters were received stating that the house would be blown up 
if any ceremonies took place. In obedience to orders received from the Shah, the boily 
wns quietly removed to Kum on Sunday night, the Ist instant, twenty-five hours after 
tiie murder, and four months after his return to Pe 

L received the news of the assassination half-an-hour after it occurred through 
the onergy of Mr, Brown, of the Imperial Bank, Mr, Churchill at onee proceeded to 
the Atabog’s country house to break the news to the family. ‘The news had already 
‘eaclied the eunuchs, who seemed to think that the murder’ was the result of a Palace 
plot, [went inyself to the Russian Legation, where saw M. de Hartwig, We agreed 
iat we should fake no action in the matter beyond sending the Oriental Secretaries to 
the Shah to express our sympathy and condolence, anit that it the Shah asked our 
aulvice, we should say had “better avoid anything of a nature to excite public 
opinion such as the « 1 of the Chamber or the arrest of members, and that he 
should, as far as py eave matters in the hands of his Ministers, the great 
Mnjteheds, and the Assembly. 

Mr. Churchill accordingly 
following day. His Majesty. receiv 




















































de arrangements with his Russian colleague the 
thei at once in the presence of his Foreign 
Minister, They conveyed the message of cond and the Shah replied ina few 
formal phrases: Neitlier the Court, nor His Majesty seemed to be much perturbed at 
tie sulden death ot the Prime Minister, The Shah gave no opening for observations 
‘on the political situation and the audience was purely formal, 

‘Phe next day Mr. Churchill received a visit from the nephew of the President of 
the Asscmbly, wHio entreated him to repair at once to town anil visit his uncle. 

Thave ihe honour to inclose a most interesting and important: Memorandum, in 
which he had embodied the purport of his conversation with the Sani-ed-Dowleh and 
tho result of subsequen : 

It appeats from the information supplied to Mr. Churchill that in all. probability 
the murder, though the act of persons inspired by genuine fanaticism, was the indirect 
resnlof a Court intrigue the primary object of which was coup état aul the dissolution 
of the Assembly, 

For sone time lately vmoury haye been mpread abroad through the local press 
and by word of mouth, to the effect that the Atabek was in sceret collusion with the 
Shah for tlie overthrow of the Assembly and the sale of the country to Russia, Statements 
to this cilect reached me from Members of the Assembly. 

Phere ean be no doubt as to the genuineness and intensity of the fecling against 
the Atabek, French doctor who attended one of the assassins some time before the 
murder assured Mr. Churchill that he and his friends were quiet and respectable persons 
of the middle class, imbued with the strongest fecling of patriotism and ready to devote 
their lives to the service of their country. 

‘Yhe attacks on the Atabek had lately gained in virulence, and had attracted 
universil attention, ‘The subject was brought up in the House, and a vehement speech 
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denouncing Saad-ed-Dowleb, who was supposed to be the leader of the 
against the Atabek, was made by the Chief Mujtehed, Seyed Abdullah, ‘The President 
said that if the Atabek resigned he would resign himself, because the Atabek’s 
tion would mean the immediate dissolution of the House, ‘The feeling of the majorit 
of the House was in the Atabek’s favour, but popular opinion only saw in. the support 
sien him by the majority of the Assembly the evidence of a corrupt plot between. his 
ness and the majority, who were supposed to have been bought, 1s was certainly 
the ease with Seyed Abdullah. 'The excitement in the town was intense, and was 
exploited for their own purposes by the Atabek’s personal enemies. ‘These consisted. of 
the coterie of reactionaries who surround the Skah, the principal members of which 
are the Sepahdar, Minister of Telegraphs, and the Naib-es-Sultanch, ex-Minister of War, 
and the Saad-ed-Dovleh, who has no articular political principles, but is revengeful and 
___ The Shah himself, although he owed his recognition as Vali ? 
influence with the Inte Shak, had every reason to fear. the Hclniiaeae he too 
ponertul subject, and, according to accounts which have reached me, was in a. stata 
perdeting on frenzy on the day on which he had been forced to yield by the Atabek and 
Bis Ministers, The result of the Atabek’a success was to give hin contol over the Shah 
find dus Assembly, and practically to plnee tho Government of the country under is sole 

Under these circumstances it was natural that 
one of the Secret Societies which abound in ‘Tehran, and to have secured the 
admittance of some of their own adherents, who provided money and what appeared 
to be authentic information from the Court, It was easy to lead the motors of 
the Society to believe that the destruct the Atabek was the only way to save 
the country ; that he was in corrupt collusion with the Shah and the Russian Logation, 
an as about to. obian contol of the Assembly in order to carry through ESN 
i with the active help of the Presi ss were given to re 

and the deed wis carried outYon the aria THC Renae 
complete. : 
__ Popular sentiment approved the murder, and the assa 
of their country. ‘Ihe streets of Tabreer wore ill 
he resulé of the Atabek’s murd 


resigna- 








to 
communication with 

















appeared, bis stiecess was 





sins were regarded as saviours 
inated. 



















with the Assembly, How he would hi 

I noone remains who has a rea 
c ion of the country is yet more ace 
uncertain, aud the Shah and his 1 
the Assembly have not dared to 
in their possession, altho, 
‘caused the Atabek’s death in the adi 
the honour to inclose, 





As yet i ed as to justice of the ’s “execution,” 
ani it is quite evident that there is now in Persia an intense faligor maine ale 
resolve to destroy any Persian suspected of a design to. sell his country, whiel, uever 
existed before, and which is a new element in Persian life. It may have been possible 
to make use of this sentiment in order to secure the removal of a prominent. alata 1 
but it must now be evident to all that no statesman ean disrogard it with impunity 
Thave, &e, ‘ 

2 (Signed) © 
= Eee 

Inclosure 1 in No, 459. 








‘CIL SPRING-RICH, 







Memorandum, 


THE Atabek-i-Azam called on His Majesty's Minister tod 
1, With regard to the delay in the payment of the sinking fund th a 
two of the conditions proposed by His Majesty's Government ; but He tein 
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i y the Persian Government without 
al that no foreign loan should be contracted by the Pers r 10% 
Preaete ledge of the English and Russian Gorernments his Highnes said the Mediin 
ic ject to i the reason of this 
would tery probably object to it, and asked tha on of this eon 
ich is to be addressed to the Persian Government, 
Deained’ nthe note which sto bo addressed to.the Pern Goverment 
2 With regan to the general situation, Wis, Tighuess said that the, Saal-el- 
sleb, whose ambition is to become either Prime Minister 0 of 
ee iy in seeret communication with the Shab ae the abject of spear te 
ah formil y one with himself at ec i. bject 
present Cabin ad ra aad the Shab, who fs very much against the Constitution, 
The SandcedcDov his party, andthe Shab, who is very much against the Constitution; 
into wet the present Assembly dissolved, to bring on a new election, 
Tinrder inthe eoutry, and ulinately to get ilo tbe Asem which, on account of 
isorder, would be hated by the public in time. . . 
eae ree Atabel: said. he had no information of the preparation of troops in the 
Canenous, ub that. the Russians were inereasing thoir frontier guards on the Russo- 
Persian frontier, His Highness also said that be found tho Russian Minister here more 
reserved tin ever, an than a zeent trv he expres his satisfartlon wen is 
shness told him that the trouble on the frontier was subsite ling. D Tater 
Mahesh rogaed to the disorder iy the interior, such as at Ispatian, his Highe 
hoped to be able to restore order and fo remove the disturbing eleme.ts from Tspahen 
eee ay the Regulations for the local assemblies were sent. : 
Te eee a iio. own position, the Atabek said. sore than bxostis of the 
conkers of the National Assembly are for him, and having a strong party his po 
Meiners of the tio reer Ror days ago’ he manted to hand in bis resignation for 


igatrong, ies threatening him with death 


certain reasons, but he received letters from Secret S 
te (Signed) ABBAS KULI 
Gulahek, August 30, 


EE 
Inclosure 2 in No, 459. 
Petition of the lute Alubel-icAzam's Cabinet to the Shah, dated August 31, 1907. 


In accordance vith the undertaking we made before your Majesty and the word o 
God whieh we tivoked as our witness, Ne are hound on every occasion to bring to your 
ruied that whieh wo ennser nesesary for the welfare of your Royal, person and of 
Avaniage to the Kingdon, the Goreriment aul the peopl, whe) is the sane as the 

Tenntage of the Mensrel, ‘The misery of the peopl, the disturied state of affairs, the 
Aaomler of he realm eannot be greater than itis at present, ‘he people demand the 
tan of tig state uf alfa fom the Assembly, he Awsenbly 38 acerdanse 

o right embodied in the Constitutional Law whieh ha en given to it, ¥ . 
Mena in| anne Ministers, and energetically presses fr te exceution of the 
Consitutional tn, Uhe Ministers hope €o pit the constitutional lows into execution 
Slr the approval of your Majesty, ant it ix clear to your Linperial mind that uti 
Gres forthe ne of favs io eonfornty with the Constitution are given, the complaint 
Of the Means le fear nnd confusion oF the people will wot be removed, As to the bad 
CivLal this stave oF alls here ean be no doubt, We have no doubt that your Royal 
intentions aze notin opposition to these Petitions of ours, "Therefore our humble prayer 
ie that to atvengthen the cotering pillars of the State (ey reassure the Ministers) and 
for the pence of your Royal min, strong Reseript may be, fsued. enjoining. th 
Chergetig execution of the ronstitutional Ians in order that, being freed 
Cmbarrassments, wwe may unreservedly devote ourselves to our duty, 


ee 
Tnelosure 8 in No. 459, 
Answer of the Shah to his Ministers, 


is Highness the Alabelei-Azam, . ; f 
TEN TTFTR carrying out of lyn o,aongtlion the Assembly is an object which I have 
always had in view, aud this, indeed, is the duty of the Government and Ministers, 1 
have always iustiucted wy Ministers in this sense, and always will do so. Let the 
Ministers, without fear, attend to the duties allotted to them and the necessary 
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assistance on our part to the different Ministers will always be forthcoming, Especially 
do we enjoin on the Ministers to rejuest the Assembly vo draw up and complete the 
Constitutional Law as soon as possible. 


‘The month of Rejeb, 1825. 


(In the Shah's writing) It is correct, 


Tnclosure 4 in No, 459, 


Memorandum by Mr, Churchill. 
(Very Secret.) 

AT the request of Sani-ed-Dowleh, President of the Assembly, I went to lunch 
with him in town to-day, After lunch we had a long private eonversition on the subject 
of the present crisis. He said that the murder of the Atabek-i-Azam was proved 
heyond doubt, by documents he had seen and by the evidence in his possession, to have 
been the result of the machinations of the reactionary party and, in particular, of his 
own personal enemy, Saad-ed-Dowleh, One of the accomplices in the murder was a raw 

h who was eaught soon after the murder with some incriminating papers relating to 

Secret Society of which he and the other accomplices were members Hix father 
was chief of the Society and has been arrested. ‘The papers in the father’s hou 
shoved that Sepahdar, Farman Varma, Ala-ed-Dowleh, Amir Bebadur Jang, Naib.es- 
Sultanch, and Saad-cd-Dowleh supplied’ the Society with money and lind men in It. 
‘The agents of the last named wore especially active in the Society and denounced the 

‘abek and the President as tra’tors who had combined to sell the country to the 
igners. Saad-ed-Dowleh came to town secretly on Saturday night and went to the 
house of the Munshi, of the Austrian Legation, where he stayed till Sunday morning, 
when he went straight to see the Shah, ‘The President continuing said, that he had 
Woon threatened just before the murder and he felt, no doubt, that they would have 
Kilted him as well as the Atabek if he had been with him at tke door, He felt that, ax 
the instigators of the crime were the above-named and were, he felt convinced, backed 
by the Shah, and as they knew that their complicity would’ shortly come out through. 
the documents, he had everything to fear, and for this reason he had. made up bis mind 
to resign the presidency, which, moreover, he had again been warned to do if he valued 
his life, He thought that the only thing for him to do was to leave the country, and 
he wanted to know whether His Majesty's Legation would extend their good offices to 
him in case of need, He looked upon the situation with pessimism, ‘The eneuites of 
the people in the disguise of democracy and patriotism, and working through agents, 
had sown the seed of revolution and anarchy in certain Secret Societies, ‘The result 
hiad been the wanton murder of a man who was, the ex-President. felt conyinced, 
sincerely desirous of working in unison with the Assembly for the good of the country 
‘The casily inflamed ignorant members of these Societies were worked up to such a 
pitch of political fanaticism that it way then easy to get one of their number to commit 
adeed of this kind. Saad-ed-Dowlch must have known that the murder was going to be 
committed as hie came to town secretly to know the result, He, no doubt, hoped that 
the President would also be killed, ‘That several persons were avsare of what. was going. 
to happen there seemed no doubt. A certain Tabreez deputy, who was named to me, was 
overheard to hold the following conversation with the man who committed suicide and 
who is generally supposed to be the murderer, ‘The conversation took place at the door 
of the Assembly shortly before the murder 


Deputy.—"Go away. What are you doing here?” 
Man.— “1am only looking on.” 
Deputy, —* There is nothing to see; you bad better go away.” 


‘Man. —He has been and is gone.” (Referring, no doubt, to the man chosen to 
Kill the Atabek), 


I of course expressed great sympathy with the President in his difficulties, and 
assured him of my personal readiness to come to his assistance whenever necessary, 


Tehran, September %, 1907. 


Mr. Polacco, who is in the Police Department, has given me an account of 


events conncetei| with the Atabek’s murder, which eonfirms the information already 
received. 
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cae 
Te mentioned to me, very confidently, the ames of some, of the Mikh oflciis 
4 jovledze, implicated in the plot. ‘These names: 
eae cence ‘As to the Inter, ne was able 49 entirely confirm 
Fare can uf the late Prosdent of the Assembly.  Saat-ed-Dosleh spent the night 
Toe ne ere igust at the house of Mirza Hussein Khan, the interpreter of the Austrian 
Paranal cant for Mr, Pollacco, who went to seo im at 2 a, and tol mal 
vo'Knew of the circumstances of the crime, Mr, Pollaeeo had beer nt 
oe a tate tat tive the identity of the man who had committed suicide baa not 
Atabck died: shed, and Mt. Pollaceo told Saad-ed-Dovleh he thought the man w ° 
tis. When Saad-ed-Dowlch heard this his exyresion seems t0 
etn one of considerable surprise, Mr, Pollaceo told me that he had ealled. on 
rare et eDoulhac hey dary vetire tne} Murer Suing the course of ee 
Sand-cil-Dowleh a few days © luring the epuse of eonverat 
f affairs Sa ed-Dowleh had said that 0 2 mi u 
an ah state oan Sacer some coming ovents which would greatly modify 
Goverment, anil seemed 


ae ersons a incriminating documents, he eontirm: 
With rexard to the arrested persons and the ig leeamente nec fetal 


Haz iaibeing suprosecd 
“ al received that everything is being suppressed and that no seri sin 
See sald "Uke Shab, has given orders that any directions given by the avson 
ni treatinent of persons under suspicion of complicity shoul ae 
1. ht Minister of Justice an the Governor of ‘ebran oth evaded tang any part 
fn the investigation, and on Thursday the persons under detention 
fe atiributed! to alarm on the par 


implicated should get out. 
Tthen interroxated M 


yet licen establish 
ative of the Caucasus. 


+ of the authorities lest the names of the high officials 


d taking joint 
view was that, 
sian 


‘af te pool, ; f 4 
eee at ver tua Kant Couy eine Rersiae of the note 
Minister to the Persian Government, embodying ue viens of 
Governments, syd definitely lating their resolve. not to intervene in internal 
is were threatened, naked iit aoe BEE eee 
Pa ee ifea(cted cand bad laughingly said thav 
of the Legations they would then 


addressed 
ws of the British 
in internal affairs 


ues ther intrest were. Chex 
He saitl the Vexir Makhsoos r 
induce to ntervono unless thelr interests were threate 
he thought that perhaps if'a homb were thrown at on 


Pea Ce: (Signed) G. PB, CHURCHILL, 


September $, 1907, 


Tnclosure 5 in No. 159. 


‘he Persian National Assembly to the Shah. 


tind ag such a : ne result of intra 
lat your Majesty should graciously give your bes ‘Today al the peop! 
AA ie ay aerate guilds, have come to the 4 ably oiusstursa ee 
teation into the eixcumstances of this crime and the arrest of the guilty parties 

sation into the ¢ 


those intrigues, which 


© disturbing the public peace, should he putanend to, Therefore, 
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the National Assembly requests your Imperial Majesty for the appointment of an able 
man to the post of Minister of the Interior, and to give strong orders for the maintenance 
of order in the country, and to put an end to these intrigues, in order that your faithfut 
subjects should continue to pray for your Majesty's welfare, 


———— 
Tnclosnre 6 in No, 459. 


‘The Shak to the Persian National Assembly, 


(Telegraphic.) September 2, 1907. 

WE have received your telegraphic condolence on the sad subject of the death of 
the Atalek-i-Azam, ‘The sincere sentiments of the National Assembly towards the 
servant of the public and the nation have been appreciated by us. Of course, it js 
dificult to measure the great grief with which the loss of such @ great statesman has 
filled us, and we ennnot forget the serviees rendered by him to the three Sovereigns, 
and it is evident that no means will be spared on the part of the Government for the 
arrcst and punishment of the guilty parties and the instigators of this eruel crime, By 
God's lielp, an end will be put to the unrest of the people, and measures will be taken to 
completely restore security and order. Measures will be taken, after due consideration, 
for the appointment of a Minister of the Interior and a Cabinet with the object of 
restoring peace and harmony among our subjects, 





(82476) No, 460, 


Sir ©. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—{ Received September 80.) 
1.) 
Gulahek, September 13, 1907. 
TIE situation here has grown worse, ‘The death of the Atabek has ineroaced 
neral disorganization of the country; it is generally Wolieved that the Shah 
himself wishes the state of disorder to continue, as it throws discredit on tho Assembiy- 
and (as he hopes) hastens and justifies intervention. He has hid great diffe 
forming'a Cabinet. ‘The ablest men refuso to take part in it; he has nominated sen 
notorious for their bad character, their weakness, and their ineapacity,  Notwith: 
standing the urgent remonstrances of the Assembly, he insists on manitaining. his 
choice, 
‘The Turks continue their aggressions on the order, and show every sign of a 
» to effect a permanent occupation on Persian territory. ‘There is great indigna. 
tion here, and the Turkish Embassy is threatened with violence, 
Cholera has made its appearance at Astara, and will probably make its way south, 


inereasing the disorganization. 

Kpalian is in the possession of the great priests who exploit the poople and 
threaten foreigners, ‘the road between Ispahan and Kum. is occupied by an armed 
body of Bakhtiaris, who rob posts and caravans, maltreat travellers, ad. linve 
Practically put a stop to trade on the road to the capital. ‘The Bakhitiaris have 
shown a marked disregard of the authority of the Goverment. ‘ie Englislinen 
Ginbloyed by the D'Arey Syndicate are in a position which is deseribed by Captain 
Lorimer as one of great danger. 

No attempt is being made to pay the interest duc on the British loan, ‘The 
proceeds of the Bushire ctistoms are diverted by the Government; evon the Kermanshah 
{tistoms, which were at first-devoted to the payment of this elaim, aro now paid into 
{he bank with great imegularity, The Governinent has no available funds exeept thie 
Customs revenue, as the provincial taxes arv not being paid, ‘Tho Shah is hurdly- able 
to mect his own personal expenses, and his servants are contimually on strik 

A deputation recently called on the Mushir-ed-Dowleh and asked him to take 
office, | He refused unless he was provided with money. He said that he would not 
take the dangerous responsibility of accepting a foreign loan, and that unless the 
Persian people supplied the funds necessary to carry on the Government, or consented 
to the Government finding funds elsewhere, all Governmont mead be shortly 
impossible, 

There is no sign of an agreement between the Shah and the Ass 
which the chaotic state of aifairs must continue, ‘The political Committers, 
really rule the country, have a profound distrust for the Shah and his Ministers, 
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the Shah is known to be animated by a strong aversion for the new Constitution and 
mbly. 

ee caulk teres are key te toler frome opetiaumaes Obits present state of 
affairs, but forcible intervention should not, I think, be resorted to without serions 
consideration, News of the signature of the Anglo-Russian Convention lias led to 
an outburst of popular feeling, mainly directed against Great Britain, and it has 
created the impression that England is no more to be feared, and can be slighted 
with impunity. Measures of coereion would increase anti-English feeling, and the 
safety of the British colony might be endangered. But it will eventually be 
necessary to assert our sights, if they are to be maintained at all, and to protect our 
subjects or withdraw them altogether. oe 

It is not impossible that a new Cabinet may be formed on a popular basis whieh 
Will be strong enough to enforce order and collect taxes. It would, I think, be 
advisable to. wait events for a time at any rate, If uo improvement takes place 
efore the spring, the Powers mainly interested will liave to take measures to protect 
their interests if they are thought of ient importance to warrant the neces 
measures, but in the meantime nothing should, I think, be done of a nature to excite 
popular fanaticism, 

Thay 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 





(82477) No, 461. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 30.) 


Gulahek, September 13, 1907. 

FOR some time past, owing to rumours of the impending conel 
Anglo-Russian Agreement 5 there has been 
political circles here, ‘The reassuring statements . Isvolsky to 
the Mushir-ul-Mulk do not appear to haye been known. 1 ed to tho 
Foreign Minister the senso of those statements, of which you I ‘ood enous 
to inform me, but he does not-appesr to lave given them publicity. 

On tho 2nd instant it was rumoured in the town that the Agreement had been 
signed on the Bist August, and it was added that the two Powers liad agreed to 
divide Porsia into spheres of influence and that intervention would place 
immediately, % 

hind’ taken for granted tliat [should hi either by you, Sir 
. Nieo ignature of the Agree fore stated in reply to 
that | on of the signature, which T accordingly did not 
Holiove had take any ald be no question of a 
of Persia, or of i to putin stop to such rumours 1 aya 
munieatod in writi 
mate by the tivo Governments to the Shal’s special Enyoy, and I took measures to 
make this statement gonerally know: ie 

On the 2nd instant M. de Hartwig informed mo tat he had received the official 
notifiention of the ‘the two Legations would ree 
messenger as to the 

greed that in the present state of publie opinioy 
view of the srowing excitement, as to which we had both rece’ 
We 


i fully uccupied by the murder of the Attabek and the formation of a new 
rnment, the question of the Anglo-Russiin Agreement was discussed in the 
«1 in the seeret societies, and, according to the information which reached me 
outs quarters, the comments generally made were hostile to the two Govern 

iuents and generally of a yery virulent cli especially against England, who w 
soxarded as having sold Persia to Russia and as haying betrayed the cause of Persian 
independence, In view of the impotence of the Government and the general state of 
disorder which prevails in the country, [ considered that energetic measures were 

necessary in onler to put a-stop, if possible, to the growing excitement. 
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I called on a gentleman connected with the political societies who had beeit 
deputed to interrogate Mr. Churchill as to the attitude of His Majesty’s Government, 

He said that his frieuds had been accustomed to look to England for sympathy 
and support, and that they were convineed that. England was vitally interested in the 
maintenance of Persian power. ‘The news of the conclusion of the Agreement was @ 
great blow to them, However disguised, it meant that Russia was given a free hand 
in the north—that is, over the seat of government—and that England had definitely 
withdrawn her opposition to Russian aggression in return for a share of the spoil, 
‘This meant for Persia a hopeless situation; she had no means of resistance, and would 
have to yield once and for all to Russian control. 

T explained to him at length the nature and objects of the Agreement, that you 
had elaborately discussed its provisions with the Muishir-ul-Mulh, that it scoured ‘the 
formal recognition of the independence and integrity of Persia and the principle of 
the open door, and that it contained a provision that neither party should attempt to 
obtain Concessions in the frontier provinees injurious to the other. f pointed out that 
the Agreement was but one of many, all couched in similar terms, and all aiming at 
the mai coof the satis quo in Asia and a final conclusion of the policy of 
aggression which had so long been pursued by the Buropean nations, with such 
deplorable results both to themselyes and to the Asintie peoples. I said that thore 
Was nothing in the Agreement to wound the susceptibilities of the Persian people, 
and that Agreements of a somewhat similar character had been made by the great 
Powers with regant to some smaller European nations, which had had the happiest 
results. I urged that if Persia took advantage of the new situation created by the 
Agreement she would be able henceforth, without fear of interference, {0 devote 
herself to the task of reform and progress, 

He listened with attention and promised to repeat what I had said, but he added 
that the Assembly would expect to he consulted, 

1 said that Thad just heard from you that confidential communication should be 
immediately made by the two Legations to the Persian Government explaining the 
provisions of the Agreement, and that the actual text, as soon as it was received, 
would be confidentially communicated to the Persian Minister for Moreign Affairs, who 
would no doubt consult the Secret Committee of the Assembly, It was the duty, I 
said, of the leaders of public opinion to explain to the people thiat until the text of the 
Agreement was known they should reserve their judgmont, and above all it was 
essential that nothing should be dono or said fo inflame public resentment. against 
forvigners, as any attack on them would lead to those very consequences which we all 
wished to prevent. 

He assured me that the popular leaders were fully aware of the danger, but that 
they were deoply imbued with the distrust of Russia, and that their confidence: in 

ved a rude shock. 


ng Russia a pretext 
ofarms. Russia had, 1 firmly belie 


as long as she respected the lives and the properties of foreign residlents, 

_ With regard to the special arrangements made between England and Russia, their 
object was to avoid for ever all causes of friction arising from the mutual fear that 
each would use undue influence in Persia to secure advantages detrimental to the 
other. ‘This competition had had the most deplorable effect on Persia : it liad been the 
cause of the loans which had ruined her finances, and of the diplomatic pressure 
Which had impaired her independence, 1 hoped it would be now at. an ond. 

He replied that if things were as I stated the Agreement would be an advantage 
to Persia, But I knew, he said, that the Persian people were now determinod to grant 
no further Concessions to foreigners. I said if this were so the Agreement as to 
Concessions would fall to the ground and be no longer necessary, but we had to 
cousider the possibility of a breakdown of the new institutions and a return to the old 
system. For that event we had provided, by binding ourselves not to ask for 
Concessions injurious to each other. ‘here was nothing in that offensive to the 
Persian people, He agrecd, but said that it would be wise to insert a clause to tho 
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effect that “if foreign Concessions were given the two Governments would not ask for 
Joncessions lly injurious.” 7 : 
eo ae mad that ie Tends were agreed that, although a guaran woo by Pnglaniand 
Russia vas of ndovbted yalue, t would be of more value, an inspire more confitence, 
if other Powers were invited to adhere toit. Tt was the. intention of the, Persian 
people, or at any ate of his fronds, to.demand the recognition of these principles, nok 
Py the’two Powers alone, but by all thie Great Powe of Europe, le hoped that no 
siacte would bo placel in the way of this project by the English, Goremment. 
Tiave informed you of this suggestion, which as reached me from many sources, fn 
ny teloainm No, 252 of the 10th instant. Tho reasons which be urged for making 

Je proposal wero mainly based on the popular conviction that a dual arrang 
i elon oon afr aee 
Juo-ol joint intervention, but that if the adlierence of other Pow esas nied this 
svontiUsacre Las a proof that the clause as to the independence and integrity ce 
Poe eee tahte a onore blind, but wassexiously intended to bo « fundamenta 
not, as was thought, a mere blind, by ously inten 
ARTS he solemnly incorporated in the pulliglawiot ft 

(Signed) SPIKING RICE. 
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Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Neceived September 30.) 
(No. 208,) 
Mr TEAVE: the honour to report that the Teal res 
gains ‘jesty’s Government in connection with t clusion of the ent 
Aan Te Meee Se translations by Ate, Smart of arliles which havo appeared 


the“ Habl-ul-Matin’” of ‘Tehran. Similar articles are apesring iiatice Dey 


i sin is hardly mentioned, and that the articles are direct 
Me ane Mea emeuiea at ed fact Wikt Ispatian syd 
Xermanshiah are included inthe Russian Tine points to foreign in 5S 
ihention tis hon malo ot such a provision by any member of this Legation. ‘the 
SaideeleDowleh, ax L have already pointed out, lose connection vith 
“"Hfableul-Matin,”” and lias strong Russian, sympat ke, Courpay wil 
course, do their best to irritate pablie opinion against Bugland, cuul thus to, put an 
TAO ON vpaties 9 the popular patty, ‘and, per contra, to alienate 
sympa sland from her formor friends. - ‘ 
aoa ae pie e iment ane. Te appears quite impale t coin popular 

i t ‘ \ ¥ dlesist fron rt igus on Persia and her ne' es. 
Es ormanteot Libor Euglaid las sae 3 Agreement 
Writ Hawsia about Persia is quoted as a proot that there hag nen «corrupt bargin 
by whieh ‘England for eerain pret advantages abandons, Persia fo Kastan 
vontrol in spite of all. hier promises to the contrary, aud in spite of | 
syinjay of a people already free for one which is sttgaling for freadom. | 
Syne rosult of the Agreement, as T have lad the honour tpn out on saver 
ocensions, will probably he to erate a very Teling of Huignation against 
England Bhishoien— fee stronger, in ect an agnnat, ui oho oe 
varised of disguising lier policy or of evei 3 toned 
St eet Watt ha onan 
rust that, oi reflection,  dilferent view e taken, wean De 
doubt ge to the preseut current of publig opin, oF a8 to the feet that England wil 
Wn Held reqponaible for any action Wi uta ty tk in rs agai 
the Shalt against the popular party nla Less an obec 
oe er eee te is probable, that Persian iritation will be divested against 


England as the safer course, 


Thave, &e. mice 
(Sigued) TRICE, 
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Tnclosnre in No, 462, 


Abstract of Articles in the “Habl-ul-Matin” on the Anglo-Russian Agreement, 


1.—September 9, 1907. 


y jon of an Anglo-Russian Agreement concerning 
Asia has been diseussed in political and journalistic circles, that is fo say, from the 
time when Russia, after her crushing defeat in the Tapanese war, gave up all further 
hope in the Far East, and pe that, England had been the cause of her disasters 
in Manchuria, emeluded that, in her precarious financial position, it was to her 
vantage to make an alliance with that Power. Tt is well known that it has always 

boon one of the cantival principles of English policy to stir up trouble in foreign 
States, in onder that these, heing oceupied with their intemal affairs, may be provented 
from pursuing a wider policy. “Turkey is an example of this, England in the last 
few years lias kept her busy with Greece, Crote, Yemen, the Armenian question, 
Alacedonia, and internal disorganization, and while ‘she was thus engaged Bgypt and 
the Soudan were conquered, and the English flag firmly planted in thoso rogions, 
England dealt with Russia in a similar manner, firstly by’ breaking her power in the 
Far Bast, and then by directing the thoughts of the Bussiin people, towarls 
constitutionalism and liberty. ‘Thus, while Russia att ar found herself in 
the throes of revolution, England seized the opportunity to establish her influence 
in Thibot, She also excited the Persians ‘witht the question of, constiationateng: 
the formation of a Parliament, liberty, &e., and thus, freed of all rivals, hind am 
open field for her enterprise, 

uropean natious were at the beginning of the Inst century continually at: war 
pith one another. | Finding, however, wars foo costly and dangerous, thoy wave up 
the sword and took to diplomatic strife. Latterly Franec made a great discovery, 

Y) that rivalry was the cause of universal loss, For instmee, in Bgypt aud 
Morocco the rivalry of England and France rendered the endeavours of these Powers 
mutually abortive. ‘Wherefore M. Deleassé con 
alliances. He demonstrated that,  y 
oul go on for anot 
or 


ina brotherly mani . Tt was th 
that England took Egypt, and I ence of German; 

the two parties closer together, and demonstrated to them the advant 

France explained to her ally Russia that her advantage lay in allia 

England asked for nothing better. Negotiations were begun and gradually progressed, 
‘The activity of Germany in Persia and the Concession of the Gorman Bank increased 
the zeal of the two parties, for they knew that if thoy delayed much longor rivals 


would appear on the scene, and Persia would no longer remain their own peculiar 
province, 


2.—September 10, 1907. 


Now news has arrived that all difficulties have been smoothed away and the 
‘Treaty signed. All sensible people will recognize that the moment of the signature 
of this Treaty is the last of the sovereignty and indopendenco of Porsia, for henecfortl 
the two Powers will be free to pursue their own objects, We do not complain of our 
Ministers. | For years they have practised a slavish submission to the foreigner, We 
expect nothing from them; all our hope is in our Deputies, Why do. thoy occupy 
themselves with trifles and not say a word about the maintenance of the independence 
of the kingdom. ‘The Assembly must make an inquiry, and demand from the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs the truth of the matter. We have’ beon sitting outside our house 
While others have been conversing within and making Treaties without giving us any 
information thereof, This is truly a wonderful tale, the liko of which has never ben 
seen! The duty of the Assembly is to summon the Ministers at onco to an open 
sitting, and, put all this foole sittings and Commissions, to discuss 


the matter openly, and officially to notify all forvign Powors that any ‘Treaty concluded 
without our knowledge is invalid. 
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troops must always 
‘Mreaty that thie two Powers g 
1 that on the appearaneo of some rebel these two wil br 
armies to suppress hii, and th eonsequences of this intervention will have no end 
Fat ua take an example, Suppose that the ineident of the Salar-cd-Dowleh, had 
Happoned after the eonelision of the realy, Immediately, Reuter would: havo 
informed the whole world that the Salar had become a claimant for sovereignty. ‘he 
“Daily Mai 
affect that a con 
touawerie roports, tho tribes of the south and east of Persia, numbering at least 
30,000, ave on his side, hen the English Minister would have off 
explanation, Our capable Minis 
pretender against the person of the 
dof th 
‘Nimes writes « long ar 
their pledge to presorve the s 
necessity 


Powers will heat 2 
St. Petersburgh is communicated with. In short, the arm 


1 to about 1,000,002, must be recovered from Pe 
ture of the troops sent to China was demanded 





report to thi 
present deplorable 
railways, dams, & 


oo and sign the Tom u 
only ten Articles, and it will make Persia prosperous, turn it 
injerease ifs revenue tenfold ! 





¢ only know three conditions of this Agreement: 


1, The integrity of Persia—that is to say, the maintenance of its independence, 





Power lias the right to seize a foot of Persian territory. _ 
land and Russia guarantee the independence and sovereignty of the person 








Treaty with Egypt contains this very provision, 
the continuance of the Govemment to the Ki 
she must reorganize the finanees and 


viz., that England 
But on account of 
As she is the 











the cause 





end. 








* through its special correspondent, would have added a gloss to the 
siderable umber of the Nobles and Chiefs of the country are 
disposed to the Salar. ‘The “Standard would have added that, according 














ly demanded an 
's would have of course replied that the Salar is 
A few days later the news would hay 
plundering and pillaging round Nehawend. At once th 
jole to the effect that the allied Powers, in accordance with 
nity of the person of the King, must make the 
purations to send an ariny to restore order and suppress the pretender. 
USS HC READE GT AN (ch ae iBaouetA I aeiag but the two 
tho expen Parliament comes to the same opinion, and 
sent and the Salar 

i security. ‘The expenses of this, 
even as the expendie 
and obtained from that Power, OF 
Po eunable to produce this sum, ‘Chen two Agents of the 
=the Russian in the north, the Englisi in the south— must be appointed 
¢ the finances and increase thie revenues, These two Axents will of course 
respective Governments that the revenue cannot be increased in the 
tate of the country. Persia must he made prosperous by means of 
nuch discussion it is decided that the two Powers 
lopment of the country, Persia, helpless, can’ but 
niditions of this Toan are very light, [t has 

into a rose-garden, and 
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Cabinet. 








No. 
Sir , Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received September 80,) 


Gulahek, September 13, 1907. 


ON the death of the Atabek the Shah immediately proceeded to form a new 


he friends of the Atabek were removed, the President of the Assembly, 
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who liad been on intimate terms with him, voluntarily retired, and a new order of things 
was inaugurated, ‘The Shah summoned a deputation from the Medjliss to. wait on him, 
and it is possible that, in return for a promise to attend the Meijliss in person, he 
obtained a pledge that there should be no inquiry into the circumstances of the murder 
of his Chief Minister, No inquiry took place, the persons incriminated were released, 
and the papers seized were stated “to have thrown no light on the matter.” 

The Mushir-ed-Dowleh was consulted by His Majesty and requested (o form a 
Government, He consented to advise the Shah, but in a private capacity only, as he 
was unwilling to assume the dangerous and responsible post of Chief Minister, ‘The 
person in whom the Shah seems to have most confidence at present is the Suad-cil- 
Dowleh, who, as I have already reported, was one of the persons whose eomplicity in the 
death of the Atabek is generally believed. What is certain is that ho was to-a erent 
extent responsible for the agitation which led to the Atabek’s death, as was, indecd, 
openly stated in the Assembly, He was at once offered the post of Minister of the 
Interior, whieh he refused, accepting in lieu of it the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Ho 
huas had some experience abroad, as lie served as a telegraphist at ‘Tiflis, where he learned 
Russian, and was later Persian Commissioner at the Paris Exhibition of 1878, and 
Persian Minister at Brussels. His conduct at these posts was such that the Rrench, 
Austrian, and Ttalian Governments refused to receive him as Persian Representative 
Last year he took the lead in the movement against M, Naus, and at the instance of 
M. Naus, supported by the Russian Minister, was expelled to Yezd, where, believing that 
there was.a pot against his life, ho. took refuge in the British Vice-Consulate, Re 
returned to Tebran and was elected to the Assembly, when at once he took a prominent 
bart as a leader of the Extreme Left. He intrigued actively against tho President, with 
Whom he had an old family quarrel, and finally retired from the Assembly after « vain 
Autempt to procure his enemy's expulsion, He has since been in elose communication 


with both the Shah and the Secret Societies, and he has also been on in 
with the Russia 


very useful, 


M. dle Hartwig called on me shortly after the Atabek’s death and discussed the new 
situation thereby created and the various new appointments which were probable, He 
did not mention the Ministry for Foreign Atlairs, Shortly afterwards | reecived a 
message {rom a certain important personage to the effect that the Shah was determined 
to appoint the Saad-ed-Dowleh as Foreign Minister, that this appointment (whieh was 
thought by some of the Shah's councillors to be very. undesirable) had been approved 
of by the Russian Legation, and that if 1 expressed my disapprobation the appointment 
would probably be cancelled. T sent a reply to the eflect that I had nothing to do 
with the Shah's appointments and that I could’ not interfere with his tree choice,” If, f 
d, the appointment proved an undesirable one, the Shah would no doubt remove 
from the office, When the appointment’ was anounced M, de Harti 
the subject and explained that, though the new Minister's. charactor left a arent deal to 
be desired, he was aman of intelligence, quick to apprehend, and would prove. more 
useful than a better but stupider man, ‘The Saad-cd-Dovleh sent a message to me to 
id, “as {0 my opinion of him.” I replied that T hoped our 
relations would be as friendly as they always had been, A possible reason tor lis 
supposing me hostile to him is the fact that {have not continued the frienilly relations 
whieh I had with him at the beginning of the year, As there is good reason to beliore 
that he has for some time been acting as the Shal’s agent with a view to. sowh 
dissensions in the popular party and destroying the Assembly, I think it very probable 
that his attitude to this Legation, which is not supposed to be in sympathy with these 
objects, vill not be triendly; and the violent anti-English articles which ate appearing 
in the © Habl-ul-Matin” newspaper, whieh is under his influence, are not. improbably 
due to his enmity, 

With regard to th inet, the Ministers are only remarkable for 
their perfect incapacity. ‘Their record will be found in the accompanying Memorandum 
by Mr. Churchill, ‘The new Minister of the Interior is an old man, celebrated for Iie 
strong anti-forcign prejudices, ‘The new Minister of Rinance has no knowledge of 
business except in the matter of receiving bribes, and is notoriously a weak man, “One 

is is probably. the fact that five years ago he took part in a 
conspiraey against the Mtabek for which he was severely punished, ‘The Nasor-uleMulk, 
acting on the advice of the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, resigned rather than serve in a Govern. 

h he foresces the speedy fall, 
Popular comments ou the new appointme 
sent to the Shal: by the Assembly, reque 
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Minister, who, as M. de Hartwig assures me, has found his assistance 
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i ives. whi guided the Sovereign in 
ture of Cabinet and the motives which have guided @ i 
a tae re” Shah refused to send Delegates, and the Assembly accortingly 
ileputed! some of its members to proceed to the Palace and lay the Petition of th 
Cliambor before the Throne, Tinclose a translation by Ar, Chureil of this Petition, 
from hie ill see that, while recognizing the right of the Sovereign ei 
sro veer the Assembly considered it necessary Aunt the Ministers oe ul 
n i y with the new order of things. ‘Th 
ie enpable men and in sympathy will of things, ‘hey rade the 
Shah of his promise himself to introduce the new Ministers to the ; 
sian ot nee iP age atesirable that the Ministers so. presented should be such as the 
shamber could approve of, ‘ cn 
cnarigo messages partially dtested against the new Minster of the Interior, wh 
is known to be a typical representative of the old régime, pene 
ene oring, te nevs which as just reacied me, tke Assembly bas withdravn te 
objections i deference to the insistence of the Shab, who, however iss renou 
Fitention of himself presenting the new Ministers to the Assembly im persons 
TLis generally eonsieed thatthe present Cabinet cannot be o ; 
‘ have, &e. < 4 
(Signed) CEOIL SPRING-RICE. 


Ons 


Inclosure 1 in No. 463. 


Statement of the Views of the Persian Assembly, read to the Shah by a Deputaticn. 


Caan any doubt or denies that the She at the body of Mini en Ip one of 
i i esty has declared his ‘ion 
tho duties and nights ofthe Suvereign but as His Majesty has deslared is intention 
Gf prosenting that body himself in person to the Assembly, and as de the fir 
fines alt a high honour is paid to.the Assembly, the Assembly, to show thelr gratia 
F 10. he bestowed upon them by His Majesty, are desirous of giving 
oxtiaor mportance to this happy occasion and of assisting and co-operating 


the new Cabinet 

obligations aye defined, they desired 4 

question of selecting. Ministry, and to pray that there sho 

‘on the subject, and that the Cabinet should be composed o' 
ability and thereby place the nation under » ge 
members of the hew Cabinet are not in a posi 

‘Nhe present state of the king hich wow 

erative at this juncture that such persons shoul be 

that they should be as far as possible 

onal Government and of the 


‘the path of duty of the Assembly is perfectly direct and their 
pease tea eligaliran your Majesty's particular attention to the 
ere should he renewed deliberation 

ee an 


vel Iinam and, your Majesty fe 
Majesty to give this question of the el rs fi 
All your Majesty's subjects should be satisfied and pray for your 
September 10, 1907. 
sss 


Tnclosure 2 1n No. 463. 
Memorandum respecting the New Persian Ministry. 


new Cabinet is composed as follows s— 
Mushir-es-Sultaneh 
Saail-ci-Dowleh, 

Kayam-ed-Dowleh. 


inister of the Interior and Premier 
Roreign Affairs. 
Finance 
Justice 


Education 4. 
Public Works, 
of f elira Nizam-ul-Mall 
‘Lhe new Governor of ‘Tehran th N Ik - 
‘The newly-elected President of the Assembly Ehtesham-es-Sultanel, 


855, 
‘The following is a brief record of their services and qualifications :— 


(Note-—The numbers appearing against the names refer to Mr. Churebill's 
Biographical Notices of August 1905.) 


(347.) Mushir-es-Sultaneh (Mirza Ahmed Khon).—Born about 1848, is therefore 
about 64 years of age. He has held various Governorships and was Minister of the 
‘Freasury from 1897 until 1905, when the present Sha became Regent during tiie late 
Slah's journey to Enrope, when he was employed as Minister of the Interior, He was 
Minister of Justice from October 1906to March 1907. He is a Persian of the old school, 
knows no foreign language, and is credited with a dislike for Europeans. His appoint 
ment as Minister of the Interior and President of the Council, in succession to the late 
Atabek-i-Azam, was protested against by the National Assembly. He did not take 
any part against the reform moyement, and his chicf disqualifications are incompetence 
and dishonesty, 

138.) Saad-ed-Dowleh (Mirza Jacad Khan).—Born about 1840, and is therefore 
about 67 years of age. Was Persian Minister at Brussels 1892 to 1902, Minister of 
‘Commerce 1905. Was exiled in 1906 to Yezd, at the instance of M. Naus, who was sup- 
ported by the Russian Minister, and took refuge at His Majesty's Viec-Consulate, where 
hho stayed several months. [is Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires, with considerable trouble, 
obtained from the Persian Government a uote, dated the 25th August, 1906, giving a 
form. assurance of safety for the Saad-ed-Dowleh’s life and property, and permitting 
him to reside anywhere in Persia excepting ‘Tehran. He thereupon’ left the British 
Vice-Consulate. He returned to Tehran in November 1906, and took his sent as a 
meniber of the National Assembly. During December and January he led the anuik 
Belgian campaign in the Assembly, which culminated on the 10th Hebruary, 1907, in 
the dismissal of M. Naus. He then started a campaign against the President of the 
Assembly, with whom he hiad an old family quarrel, but, not being able to dislodge him, 
Tetited from the House in May, and placed Imselfat the Shal's disposal for the purpose 
of dissolving the Assembly, ‘vo days before the A(abek’s assassination the principal 
Mujtehed, Seyed Abdullah, publicly denounced Sand-ed-Dowleh as a traitor, He i 
suspected of complicity in the Atabek’s murder, His nomination as Voreign 
Minister reecived the approval of the Russian Minister, with whom he is now on 
intimate terms, 

He speaks and writes French fluently, and also talks Russian, 

(195.) Kuvam-ed-Dowleh (Mirza Mohammed Ati Khan), —Born about 1847, He has 
held various Government offices, including that of Minister of Customs, He as 
implicated in a plot against the late Shak aud the lato Atabek in 1901, and banished 
from ‘Tehran after being subjected to public indignity. He has considerable literary 
attainments, and has edited several Persian historical works, His qualifications for the 
post of Minister of Miuanee, to which he ny now been appointed, are very slight, He 
was accountant in the Finanee Department about thirty years ago. He inherited a 
large fortune from his father, the late Kavam-ed-Dowleh, who died in 1897. He speaks 
French. 3 

(349.) MushiruleMulk (Hassan Khan, G.C...G.).—Eldest son of Mushir-ed-Dowleh. 
Appointed Persion Minister at St. Petersburgh in 1902, ‘Took a prominent part in. the 
reform movement. ‘Translated from the Russian and French various Lays aud Regulations 
which were introduced into the Persian Constitution. ‘Cie Regulations for the Minister 
of the Interior, which passed the Assembly on the 12th Soptcinbor wero (cahsadsd (rom 
the Russian by him. Appointed special Envoy to announce the accession of the present 
Shah to the Courts of St, Petersburgh and London. Received by His Majesty tho King 
the 26th June, and created G.C.M.G, His appointment as Minister of Justice is agrees 
able to the National party, His sympathies are on the side of Russia, 

(858.) Mustowfee-ul-Mamalek (Mirza Hasean)—Luhevited lange. estates trom his 
father, the late Mustowfee-ul-Mamalek, who died in 1882 us Prime Minister, Lived in 
Paris from 1900 until April 1907, when he returned to Tehran with the late Atabek-i- 
Azam, who appointed him Minister of War in August, with the object, no doubt, of 
controlling that Department himself He has no qualifications for the post. He is 
about 40 years of age and speaks French fluently 

(211:) Majd-ul-Mulk (Mirza Taki Khan) 
of the late Amin-ed-Dowlel 
Ministry of the Interior, during his late brother's Premiership, in 1898. Was again 
appointed Minister of the Interior in 1906 in the Ain-ed-Dowleh’s Adminisiration. ‘The 
post of Minister of Commerce which he las now received is a sinecure. He is about 
45 years of age and speaks no foreign language. 
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(407.) Nayer-ul-Mulk Jaafer Kuli Khan) —Uncle of Sni-ed-Dowleh, ex-President 
ofthe Assembly. Born 1830, and is therefore 70 years of age. Bntered the * Dar-ul- 
Tunun” College when it was founded in 1829, and subsequently became Director of the 
College. Appointed Minister of Edueation in 1807, which post he held until 1904. He 
Sects histrephew, Mukhber-es-Sultanch, as Minister of Education. He is too old to 
seen to the dutics of the post, and will be assisted by his eldest son, Reza Kuli Khan, 
who is a very intelligent young man. : 

MolundiesulsMamalek (Mirza Nizam-ud-Din, K,C.M.G.)—Born about 1843. Was 
educated in France at the “cole Polytechnique,” where he distinguished bimself in 
t\thematies, He was a favourite of the late Atabek, and supported him firmly through 
Tuslong nnd chequered career, Accompanied the late Shah to Europe in 1900, 1902, and 
1905," {as held the posts of Minister of Mines, Roads, and Forests (lately called Public 
Works), and that of High Commissioner to the Imperial Bank of Persia, for mon 

ana ithe Persian Road and ‘Transport Company have had great difficulties in their 

‘lings with him in consequence of his excessive dishonesty, He endeavoured on ous 
secasion to blackmail the Company, which led to litigation, He has been confirmed in 
the post of Minister of Public Works. 

415.) MzanculeNulk (Mirza abdul Pahab Khan).—Born about 1855. Has hele 
various Governaent offices, including, the Governorship of Pars in 1899, the Ministry of 
Miutiee in 1903, and the Governorship of Azerbajjan in 1907 until August, when he 
Nav toealled, He was quite unable to deal with the revolutionaries in Tabreez during: 
The troubles there at the beginning of the year, He is wenk and incompetent, He has 
now been appointed Governor of 'Pehran: 

(134) Bhteshonces-Sullanch (Mahmud Khan Kajar).—Born about 1865, | Elected 
President of the National Assembly the 10th September. His father was the late, and 
his brother is the present, Aln-ed-Dowleh, He was Governor of Zenjan in 1801, Consal- 
General at Bagdad in 1895, Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs in 1897, Persian 
Ministe: at Berlin from 1801 to 1905, when Ke was recalled to Tehran. He acquired 
much notoriety hy his Address in May 1906 to the assembled Ministers under the 

jdoney_ of the then Grand Vitier, Ainsed-Dowleh, in which he openly edvocated 

¢ reforms, and told his hearers that the people were groaning under the oppression 
fof the governing classes, and that, unless sweeping retorms were introduced there 
Would bea revolution, For his frankness he was immediately exiled to the western 
frontier as Persian Commissioner in the Turco-Persian negotiations. He was sent for 
by thie lite Atabek to help in the work of reform, but arriveil at Tehran to, hours ner 
that statosman’s assassination, He appears to be a man of great determination, and has 

il that he intends to devote his whole energy to the ion of the Persian people. 
Tle was elected to the vacant Presidency of the Assombly by a large majority. 

(Signed) G. P, CHURCHILL, 





[32480] No. 464, 


Sin G, Spring-Rice ta Sir Edward Grey.— (Received September 30.) 


(No. 205.) 
Sir, Gulahek, September 18, 1907. 

TL HAVE the honour to inclose herewith the monthly summary of events and 
the summary of the proceedings of the Assembly which have been prepared by 
Nr, Chureill, 

‘Mho latter shows clearly the growth of the opposition to the Atabek, whicl: he 
overcame temporarily with the help of the .d-Dowleh, who has now resigned the 
Presidency. His successor is the Bhtesham-es-Sultanch,, who has j ved from 
Mosul, where he was serving as Boundary Commissioner in connestion \ 

Persian trontior dispute. He was Persian Minister at Berlin for some time, but is 
chielly known for his courageous attitude in May 1906, when he openly advocated 
feforin and was exiled in consequence. He told Mr. Churebill that the Shah had 
ordered him to return to the frontier, but that he had flatly refused to go. He was 
determined, he said, to stay and devote himself to “the work whieh tind to be done” 
fand to the tiberation of the Persian people, He is undoubtedly a man of courage and 
determination, and his ) of the House nportant element in the pi 
situation, and will greatly contribute to the effi e Assembly. , 

Lhaye, &e. 
(Signed) ‘CECLL SPRING-RICE. 
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Tnclosure 1 in No. 464, 
No. 10.—Monthly Summary of Events, 


Tehran. 


THE Atabeki-A: t 
orp ace ee murdered on the 81st August, as reported upon fully in 


‘The whole Cabinet has been recast as follows:— 





Old Cabinet, New Cabinet. 





Atabelei-Azam, Mushircos-Sultanch, 
Saltanch 


od 
Barston ees Nijocul at 
Public Works Mobandis-ul-May ah tees 


Garey ef Teiess 3] Neate Namal 





2. M. Naus is reported to have visited St. P 
: , #. Petersburgh and to be n of 
per eee Da being new Minister for Foreign Re ee 
rll return, M, Mornard has been definitely appointed Administ 
Customs under the Minister of Finance. a Naar eve 
ees e. Many of the Belgian employés, whose contracts 
3. Ehtesham-es-Sultanch, brother of Ala-ed-Dowk i 
: sham-0s-$ h cd-Dowleh, has arrived at "Poh 
rere Pe Assay Ho vat Persian Minister at Berlin until ne 
in , ye was called to Tehran, He acquired much notoriety by his 
aro fy Ma pete ee peeled ML rm under the presidency of the Hes 
, Ain-ed-Dowleh, in which he openly advocated drastic refor 
His Neatera that the people were groaning under the oppression of the eee 
an that unless sweeping reforms were introduced there would be a revolution, For 
his frankness he was immediately exiled to the western frontier ns Persian Commissior 
in the Biser Nese negotiations, oi 
4. The President of the Assembly, Sani-ed-Dowleh, res i 
mbly, Sani-ed-Dowleh, resigned ediately 
mantesots abe Ke considered it was the result ofa Sera wie te 
gres ny, Saad-ed-Dowleh, was concerned. He had received threater let 
from other indications considered that his life was i Ta Sainte onsattaneh 
was Sested on te OL Jantane toUUnelrneaNe ORG Ey re 
5, ‘Nhe Tehran press continues to be as active as ever. ‘Th i 
: bran 0 be as ever, ‘The “Hableul-Matin,” 
‘Tebrap, attacks the Government at every opportunity, and has ately salute alba 
of ari eles on the Anglo-Russian Agreement which, it argues, is aimed at the eventual 
ler tion of Persia's integrity and independence, ‘The ‘Turkish military movements 
on the western frontier have been freely discussed in the press, One newspaper pointed 
Germany as the only Pover to whieh Persia eovld tum in her trouble; another 
Benet: Sat in the opposite sense, ‘The “ Habl-ul-Matin” which has throughout 
attacked the late Atabek, merely described the circumstances of the murder without: 
comment and the other yapesfllord suit 
6. In consequence of the outbreak of cholera in Russia the Persian Gi 
have announced that five days quarantine will be imposed on all arrivals from av 
all ae pee and sont stations in the north, 
The German Legation has sent in a strong protest to the Persian G 
ie note asks the Persian Government whether the British quarantine officers are 
pad a ersia, or whether they follow the advice of the British Resident, and 
scnclbdes by aie ig oF compass tay His Majesty's Minister is in direct communication 
Gaerne ‘erman Minister, and the incident will probably be settled 
8. The Russian Legation is still in communication with i 
a 0 0 the Bi Rovernmei 
respecting the Malek-et-lujjar, who remains in refuge at the Leateee Saesce 
(2521) 4Y 





(407) Nayer-wl-Mutk (Jaafer Kuli Khan).—Uncle of Sni-ed-Dowleh, ex-President 
ofthe Assembly, Born 1830, and is therefore 70 years of age. Entered the “ Dar-ul- 
Funun” College when it was founded in 1849, and subsequently became Director of the 
College. Appointed Minister of Education in 1897, which post he held until 190 He 
succeeds his nephew, Mukliher-cs-Sultanch, as Minister of Education. He is too old to 
attend to the duties of the post, and will be assisted by his eldest son, Reza Kuli Khan, 
who is a very intelligent young man, 

Mahiindiseul-Mamalek (Mirza Nizam-ud-Din, K.C.M.G.)—Bom about 1843. Was 
educated in France at the “Keole Polytechnique,” where he distinguished himself’ in 
mathematics. He was a favourite of the late Atabek, and supported him firmly through 
hislong and chequered career. Accompanied the late Shah to Europe in 1900, 1902, and 
1905... Has held the posts of Minister of Mines, Roads, and Forests (lately called Pablic 
Works), and that of High Commissioner to the Imperial Bank of Persia, for many 
years, ‘The Persian Road and ‘Transport Company have had great difficulties in their 
dealings w in consequence of his excessive dishonesty, He endeayoured on oe 
occasion to blackmail the Company, which led to litigation, He has been confirmed in 
the post of Mi of Public Works. 

(Alb, Abdul Vakab Khan)—Born about 1855, Has held 
various. ing the Governorship of Fars in 1899, the \linistry of 
Tustice August, when he 


He is weak and incompetent, He has 


(U4) Bhteshanices-Sultanch (Mahmud Khan Kajer).—Born about 1865. Elected 
President of the National Assembly the 10th September. His fath late, and 
his brother is the present, Ala-ed-Dowleh. 1, Consul: 
General at Baxdad in 1895, Under-Secretary for Foreign in 1807, Persian 
Minister at Bevlin from 1891 to 1906, when Ke vas recalled to ‘Tehran. He acquired 
much notoriety: by his Addr May 1906 to the assembled Ministers under the 
presidency. -eit-Dowleh, h he openly advocated 
drastic reforms, and told \¢ people were groaning under the oppression 
of the governing classes, and that unless sweeping reforms were introduced ther 
would be a revolution, For. his tran! e was immediately exiled to the western 
fronticr as Persian Commissioner in the Turco-Persian negotiations, He was sent for 
by the late Atabick {0 help in the work of reform, but arrived at "Tehran two hours after 
tint statesman's assassination. Ife appears to he a man of great determination, and haa 
stuted that he intends to devote his whole energy to the liberation of the Persian people. 
Tle was elected to Hie vacant Presideney of the Assombly by a 

(Signed) GB, CHURCHILL, 





(82480) No. G4. 
Sir C, Spring-Rive to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received September 30.) 
(No. 209.) 


Nir, Gulahek, September 1 

I HAVE the honour (o inclose herewith the monthly summary of events and 
the summary of the proseedings of the Assembly which have been prepared by 
Mr Churchill, 

‘Hho Initer shows cleaily the growth of the opposition to the Atabek, whi 

reame temporarily with the help of the Saniced-Dowleh, who has now res 

sideney, Mis successor is. the Ehtesha ltanch, who has just arrived from 

, wlicre hie was serving as Boundary Commissioner in connection with the ‘Tu 

Persian frontier dispute, ie was Pei i i for some time, but is 
chiefly known for his courageous shen hie openly advocated 
roform and was. exiled ‘purchill that the Shah had 
ordered hitn to ft 
dt 
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807 


Inclosure 1 in No, 464, 


No. 10.—Monthly Summary of Events. 


Tehran, 


THE Atabek-i-Azam was murdered on the 31st August, as reported upon fully in 
a separate despatch, 
‘he whole Cabinet has been recast as follows:— 





Old Cabinet, New Cabinet. 





Interior and Premiership 
Foreign Atice 

Finsnes 

ustice 12) AlneuleMulk <7 
War 12) Mostowfoe-ul-Mamatek, 
Commerce {| Verir Homayun 
Palucation 11) Mukbber-es-Sultaneh 
Pelli Works 12) Mobandliscul- Ma 
Governor of Tehran 5 Makiisoos 





2. M, Naus is reported to have visited St, Petersburgh and to be now at Berlin; 
His great antagonist, Saad-ed-Dowleh, being new Minister for Foreign Aflairs, 

likely that he will return, M. Mornard has been definitely appointed Administrator of 
Customs under the Minister of Finance, Many of the Belgian employs, whose contracts 
expired, have been dismissed. 

3, Bhtesham-es-Sultaneh, brother of Ala-ed-Dowleh, has arrived at ‘Tehran and 
has taken his seat in the Assembly. He was Persian Minister at Berlin. until the 
beginning of 1906, when he was called to ‘Teliran, He acquired much notoriety by his 
address in May 1908 to the assembled Ministers under the presidency. of the then 
Grand Vizier, Ain-ed-Dowleh, in which le openly advocated drastic reforms, and told 
his hearers that the people were groaning under the oppression of the governing classes, 
and that unless sweeping refornis were introduced (here would be a revolution, For 
his frankness he was immediately exiled to the western frontier as Persian Commissioner 
in the Turco-Persian negotiations, 

4. The President of the Assembly, Sani-ed-Dowleh, resigned immediately alter the 
tnurder of the Atabek, as he considered it yas the result of w conspiracy in which his 
areal enemy, Saad-cil-Dowlch, was concerned, He had received threatening letters, and 
from other indications considered that his life was in danger, Ehteshan-es-Sultanch 
was clected on the 10th instant to the vacant Chi 

5. The Tebran press continues to be as active as ever. ‘The “ Hableul-Matin,"" of 
‘Tehran, attacks the Government at every opportunity, and lias lately publishell a series 
of articles on the Anglo-Russian Agreeinent which, it argues, is aimed at the eventual 
destruction of Persia's integr ndependence, ‘The ‘Turkish military movements 
on the western frontier have been freely discussed in the press, One newspaper pointed 
to Germany as the only Power to which Persia could turn in her trouble; another 
paper wrote in the opposite sense, ‘The “Habl-ul-Matin” which has throughout 
attacked the late Atabek, merely described the circumstances of the murder without 
comment, and the other papers followed suit, 

6. Tn consequenee of the outbreak of cholera in Russia the Persian Government, 
have announced that five days quarantine will be imposed on all arrivals from Russia at 
all Persian ports aud frontier stations in the north, 

‘The German Legation has sent ina strong protest to the Persian Government 

cting the placing in quarantine of the German steamer Savoia” at Bushire, 

The note asks the Persian Government wheiher the British quarantine officers are 

servants of Persia, or whether they follow the advice of the British Resident, and 

concludes by asking for compensation. His Majesty's Minister is in direet communication 

on the subject with the German Minister, and the incident will probably. be settled 
amicabl 

§, The Russian Legation is still in communication with the Persian Government 
respecting the Malek-et-Tujjar, who remains in refuge at the Legat 
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9, Phe Russian Legation has been in communication with both the principal 
Mujteheds, Seyed Abdullah and Seyed Mohammed. ‘The latter paid w seeret visit to the 
Rgsian Minister about the 15th August, and is said to have received a gold wateh and 
Ghain,, ‘The Russian Minister has presented Haji Sheikh-ur-Reis with a beautifully 
worked gold snuffebox which was presented to him in the name of the Czar. 

10, Sheikh Fazlullah is still at Shahabdulazim with a considerable following asa 
sign of protest against the Assembly. He issues a newspaper in which the Assembly 
and the.“ Bnjumen,” or Committees, are severely condemned. ‘The effect of this propa~ 
tzandla, whieh is supposed to be subsidized by the Shah and the Court reactionaries, has so 
far not been very great. ¢ 4 

‘1. The Cossack Brigade was reviewed by the Shah on the 11th instant, when the 
Corps Diplomatique and the Buropean colony were also invited, Great precautions 
were taken for His Majesty's safety, he Shah rode past the rauks closely surrounded 
by his retainers, prominent among whom vas M. Chapebal, his Russian tutor. 

72, ‘The nevs of the Anglo-Russian Agreement having been signed vas telegraphed 
to Tehran by Reuter’s A, subsequently telezraphed a summary of the 
comments of the British press, ‘The ellect produced by this intelligence on the popular 
mind both in the Assembly. and among the local Committees was very reat, and has 
Teen reported upon fully in separate despatches. A : 

19, Akber Mirza, the Zils son, who murdered his mother a short time ago, is now 
fn ehran in attendance on his father, who took him to the German Legationa few days 
ago. He was standing behind the Shah at the review on the 11th instan 




















Tubrees. 


1. The situation has improved daily during the last month and is tow normal. 
Jvisturbanees are reported from Khoi with some bloodshed. ‘The new Governor-General 
ix eovoporating with the local Assembly; he is gaining the people’s esteem, ha 
reduced the price of wheat and bread. 

®, {lis Majesty's Consul-General arrived back from leave on the, 12th September. 











Resht and Asterabad. 





1, All district Assemblies are to be abolished, and some 200 Cossacks are reported 
to have heen sent from Tehran to carry this through. ‘This will probably result in 
Kooping the peasants quiet, The elections which took place in the fist half of the 
teeruitlinve been cancelled. During these elections votes were sold. for 15. keans each, 
Fresh clections are taking place, and four of the six classes entitled to elect members 
have elected their representatives. ‘ 

2, ML, Hunin, has been appointed Director of Castoms at Bunder Gez. 

3, ‘The native agentat .\sterabad reports the departure for Bunder Gez of the 
Russian Consul with ton Cossicks, He is reported to have been met at Ashurada by a 
Russian gun-hoat with a regiment of infantry, but this requires confirmation, 











Meshed. 





1, M, Bravine has been appointed Russian Consul in Seistan, and left Meshed for his 
post on the Lith August, M. de Klomme, the Russian Consul-Gejicral, told his British 
Colleague that he had spoken strongly to M, Bravine before his departure, and had said 
that he hoped that Anglo-Russian relations would! he as good in Seistan as they are in 
Meslied 








Leis reported that thirty-three Russian Cossacks for Karez and ‘Turbat have 


entered Persia from Pul-i-Khatun, 
‘3, The Kavam-ul-Mulk, who has been visiting Meshed, is reported to be going 
to Tebran, 
1, Abdullah Khan, the Afghan ‘Tajir Bashi, who has been summoned to pay his 
respects to the Ameer, called on the Cousul-G 


neral He stated that the Karguzar had 
given him a letter of congratulation from the C neral of Mesied to the Amecr, 
in which the latter is addressed as His Highness the Governor-General of Afzhanistan, 
In reply to @ stizgestion that he should approach the Ameer with a view to getting the 
Governor of Herat (o settle our cases, he promised to do his best, but said the preseut 
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Governor had no idea what to do; for example, some sheepowners had, contrary to 
Afglian regulations, sold sheep across the Russian frontier. ‘The Governor wrote to the 
Russian officials, but without effect, He then ordered Abdullah Khan to approach the 
Russian Consulate on the subject. As Abdullah Khan declined to do so, he received 
many rude letters, until he reported the matter to Cabul, when the Ameer supported 
him strongly, 








Turbat-i-Hayderi. 


Early in August 36 Russian Cossacks arrived from Meshed and left—165 for 
Seistan, 10 for Birjand, and 10 for Kerman, On the 22nd August several arrived from 
Kerman and Seistan, 





Ispakan. 


1, All roads to Ispahan are quite unsafe for travellers on account of robbers. On 
the Ispahan~Tebran road the post which left for Tehran on the Ist August was robbed 
at Nizamabad. This is the second robbery at. the same spot in five weoks. ‘Two 
Russians have on different oceasions been robbed, one being left only his trousers, An 
Italian priest, the new European agent of the tobueco régie, many Armenians, and 
others lave also suffered. he robbers are said to number thirty, and’to have openly 
pitched tents near ark, where they send down to ascertain when carriages are expected, 
hhey give their victims a letter to the Assembly, in. which they give their names and 
challenge the Assembly to dislodge them. ‘The robbers are stated universally to he 
followers of Samsom-cs-Sultaneb, the Bakhtiari Chief; and Karib Khan, the Zil-es- 
Sultan's master of the horse, 4s credited with being the organizer of the robberies, Iis 
Majesty's Conul-General tried to obtain a guarantee for the safe passage of Messrs, 
Lynch's caravans on this road, "The Samsam-cs-Sultanch, who had been charged by the 
late Atabek with the duty of clearing the rond, appeared unwilling to act, and the 
Governor of Ispahan wrote disclaiming. all responsibility. Mio Intter, however, sent 
some Cossacks and armed road-guards up the road, and two posts came through 
unmolested. ‘The want of security, however, prevents Messrs. Lynch forwarding goods, 
Robberies have also taken place ‘on the Bakhtiari road and on the Sultanabad rond, 
while on the Ispahan-Shiraz road three posts were reported to be hiding in the villages 
from the robbers holding the road. 
ihe town of Ispahan itself appears to be 
the followers of the Agins parate on the sreat “aidan,” most. of them carr, 
firearms, ‘Their numbers inerease constantly, ax men from villages owned by other 
landlords enlist ax ‘fidais” in order to obtain the protection of the Aghas and to 
escape paying rent or other debts, ‘These men are drilled by former members of the 
Zi’s army who are sought out for the purpose : 
3. On the 13th August several Seyeds and merchants made their way into the 
local Assembly, and demanded to know why the Axhas should have the monopoly of 
in to Yead. ‘They were twned out and beaten by order of Agha 
he Aghas having tried to raise the price of bread, strong popular feeling 
was raised against them, whieh they diverted by announcing thav the Zil-es-Sultan was 
out to return to Ispahian, This led to the closing of the bazaars, and a telegram was 
t to the Shah protesting against the Zil's return, Six Seyeds were deputed to 
Consul-General with a request that he would 
transmit it through the Legation. Finding the gates locked, and being refused 
admission, they went on to the Russian Consulate. M, Lissovsky forwarded their 
telegram, but refused admittance to the crowd, who remained outside for three or 
four days while telegrams were passing to and fro, On the 1th August, after the 
receipt of a telegram from the late Atabek that the Zil-es-Sultan would certainly come, 
d was withdrawn to the Masjid-i-Shah, ‘The bazaars remained closed, the 
* beating with chains any one who attempted to open his slop, and Mr, Bowman, 
of Ziegler and Co, being met by a crowd of these men while proceeding to his ote 
was threatened by them, At the beginning of the agitation a fight. took pla 
Chaharsoo bazaar between some “fidais” and the Zil's men, and eight of the 
were wounded. It was pretended that two of them were dead and their hodies were 
carried covered with blood, one very much alive, round the “maidan” with the obj 
of stirring up the passions of the people, When the Aghas found that they could not 
get what they wanted through the Russian Consulate they sent the people to the 
Persian telegraph office with telegrams drawa up in the most offensive language, but 





















in complete disorder, ‘Twiee a week 
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bring the telegram to His Majesty’ 
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without signature, which the Persian telegraph official therefore declined to send. 
On the 23rd August the mob broke the windows of the Persian telegraph office and 
threatened the official’s life, Next day they dragged him out of his office to the 
local Assembly. When he again refused to send telegrams without signature Agha 
Norullah told the ‘fidais” to imprison him in the Mugjid-i-Shah, but the Governor 
intervened and the Aghas released him, Next day he closed his office and removed to 
Julfa, On the 26th August, on receipt of a telegram from the Atabeg, the Aghas sent 
xeople to apologize to him, and he then reopened the Ispahan office. Meantime the 
jazaars remained closed, and Messrs. Ziegler have reported to. the Consul-General 
that they have been warned by the Aghas that if they open their office it will be 
looted, 








Yezd, 


1, Tyo prominent Mollabs, Sudr-ul-Ulema and Majd-el-Ulema, who have personal 
interests in common with Mushir-ul-Mamalek, have endeavoured to stir up the people 
{0 demand) his reinstatement as taxation officer, His removal from this olfice was, the 
result of an agitation by some people who took refuge in the British Vice-Consulate. 
‘Tho eounter-demonstration in his fayour was, however, not successful, and the people are 
reported to he rejoicing at the Mushir-ul-Mamalek’s downfall, and they attribute his 
not being reappointed to the action of Hix Majesty's Minister, This has greatly 
increased British prestige at Youd. 

2 Several caravans have been robbed in the vicinity and sixty-five mounted 
robbeis from Pars are reported to le on the Kerman road, "Sixty road-guards have so 
‘ed them conmitting any robbery and are reported to have repulsed them 
Fan-hour's fighting, 

43, Khosrow Khan, formerly a robber chief, has been given charge of the Meshed 
Food, Ono of hi mon reeontly #hot a shepherd 

‘The body was brought: to the British telegraph office at Yezd for His Majesty's Vice 
Consul’s inspection, he latter not happening to be present, the official in charge of 
the telegraph office assured the people who brought it that he would inform the 
VicoConsul, he body was tien removed, 
















































istan, 


1, ‘there has been some seace of riots in Soistan, but Captain Kelly considers th 
excitement has been engineered to get the Deputy Governor into trouble, ‘The latter 
appears to have withdrawn his opposition to the forniation of a local Assembly, but no 
Assombly has yet been establishied, and the people seem to have lost interest in the 

oct, A single Mollah continues to preach in its favour, but the other Mollahs are 

















2, he Governor of Kain, Shonket-ul-Mulk, brother of Heshmet-u 
reported to have distributed a Iatge sum among the Tehran officials, It is © 
thit the ex-President of the vhran Assembly received a share, 

On, the 80th July Captain Kelly, Naying been told by the Karguzar that a 
ish party of armed men had assaulted the Customs officials at Uab-i-Baring, and 
Hearing that M, Duliom, Director of Customs with four Customs sowars had oe out 
in tliat direction, sent two sovars to observe his movements: 

On the Sisi July one of the two sowars retired and reported that the Customs 
sowars had rdered the ferry men not to supply ferry boats to the British party, saying 
that if Hey did the Director of Customs would punish them. Captain Kelly applied to 
the Kargizar to got these orders cancelled, and he sent a sovar with the necessary 
orders ; but meanwhile Captain Kelly’ssowar in observation had yersuaded the ferry men 
(0 provide boats, and the party arrived after a delay of ten hours. 

From the statements of the Jemadar in command of the escort and of the sowars, 
it appears that on the arrival at Lab-i-Baring of an advance party of four sowars the 
Castoms sowars tried to prevent them entering the earavanseral, The party, who speak 
good Persian, said they were British soldiers, to which the Customs sowars replied, 

We know that, as sueh dogs have passed this way before.” ‘The party tried to pass 
in to speak to the Mirza in charge, A fight ensued, and the sowars having mules to 
guard, and not wishing to use thetr weapons, fell back on the main party and reported 
(othe Jemadar. On their arrival at Lab-i-Baring the Mirza came out and apologized 
for the behaviour of liis wen, and asked for them to be forgiven, M, Duhem then 


Mulk, is 


en stated 
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complained to Captain Kelly that the Customs sowars had been assaulted and wounded 
by the escort, who, he said, had used their lances, In reply to Captain Kelly's request 
to be allowed to sce the wounded men, two men were sent, but no wounds of recent 
date could be found on them. 


Kerman, 


1. It is reported that ten Russian Cossacks have left Meshed to relieve the prese! 
Russian Consulate escort. 

2. There are a great nuraber of persons at present in refuge in the mosques who 
telegraph daily to the ‘Tehran Assembly, through His Majesty's Legation, respecting 
their local elections, 





Kermanshah, 


1. Agha Mohammed Mehdi, who it will be remembered was implicated in the 
recent riots and took refuge at His Majesty's Consulate, agreed to the Governor's 
suggestion to proceed to ‘Tehran, and was provided by him with 500 tomans and a 
carriage. Obtaining permission on various excuses to be allowed to fravel alona, he was 
next lieard of near the ‘Turkish frontier, where he was detained pending the order of the 
Government, 

2, ‘The Governor of Kermanshah states that he lias himself seen a letter ftom the 
Member for Kermanshah in the Tehran Assembly, addressed to Agha Monammed 
Mehdi urging him to bring about another rol, ay without it their object woutd not be 
attained, 





Shiraz, 


1, Several robberies have taken place on the high road to Bushire, including » 
Residency messenger, the Persian post, and a caravan of Messrs, Zieg! 
2, Iwo men charged with assaulting a servant of His Majesty's Resident, now 
staying at Shiraz, were brought before the Governor, ‘They were accompanied by a 
noisy crowd, prominent in which was Hajji Abbas Turk, the Russian ‘Taji Bashi, who 
appeared in the train of the Karguzar, and apparently sought to pose as the champion 
of the accused. As a result of this hearing the offenders were sent to make their peaco 
with Major Cox’ servant in his presence, and a message was gent hoping the solution 
would be acceptable. It was declined as inadequate, and a friendly protest was addressed 
to the Governor against the presence and interference of the Russian employé at the 
hearing, ‘This fact was apologized for as a tactless bélise on the part of the Karguzat, 
and eventually both the offenders were punished quietly at the Palace in the pres 

the Resident’ Munshi, 
the Darya Beggi, en route for Bushire to take up the Governor, a 



































3. 
th August. 

4, The Clerical party continue to attempt to usurp all authority and 
Governor removed. ‘The latter uppears to be doing his best to pres 
Majesty's Minister was informed by the late Atabek that he considered he was doing 
well and would support him. He added thot the Zil-es-Sultan and Shoa-es-Sultanch 
were both candidates for the Governorship of Fars, 

5. The news of the murder of the Atabek caused no commotion, anil the Governor 
stated that it might make his task easier as erushing all hope of the Kavam’s return, 





don the 








et the present 
fe oriler, and His 

















Pensiay Gone, 


Bushire, 





1. The editor of the local newspaper “ Muzaiferi” was severely beaten al a large 
meeting of Mollahs and others for publishing an article in which ie stated that the 
leading Molla of Nejef lind been brihed by the reactionary party, and had consequently 
issued a Proclamation condewning the Assembly. ‘Yhe editor is now in retreat. in his 
own house, and his press has been sealed up, 

2, ‘The Captain and officers of the Persepolis” have accused the dismissed Belgian 
Captain of the Customs boat “ Muvaffer” of having sold ropes and cables belonging 
to the Persian Government. ‘The articles were traced to shops in the town. 
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MM. Walfalaert, the Director of Customs, is trying to get his countryman away as soon as 
possible, refusing meanwhile to take up the eliarges made, 

%, ‘The Governor Hajji Seid-es-Sultanch has resigned and left Bushire. Before 
leaving he asked the lueal Assembly to certify that he had oppressed no one. His 
reinoval has, however, caused satisfaction, his tenure of office having been marked by 
unusual unrest in Bushire. 

‘4. Mirza Abul Kassem, the Russian spy whose movements have already been 
reported, reached Bushire on the 11th August. 

if (Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 464. 
Proceedings uf Persian National Assembly, August 15 to September 12, 1907. 


Thursday, August 15.—The House sat from 6 till 9 past. ‘The first part of the 
silting was devoted to a general discussion on procedure, Agha Seyed Jaafer Shira 
jointing out that great dissatisfaction existed among the people on account of the delay 
in dealing with the additional Articles to the Constitution and the Bill for the Ministry 
‘of the Interior. It was eventually decided that the first. two hours of every sitting 
should be devoted to the reading of Bills, Shortly afterwards, wlien Seyed Mohammed 
entored the House, he was pressed hy a large gathering of the publie to insist that the 
Members should deal with the important public matters requiring their attention, and 
should not waste their tine as heretofore, Seyed Mohammed made an appeal to the 
Tlouse in this sense, At the suggestion of ‘Taki Zade it was decided to appoint several 
Committees of the House to. go into various matters, Seyed Mohammed then said a 
fav words in favour of the Zil-es-Sultan’s proposal to visit his properties at Tspahan, 
‘icainst which the clergy of Tspahan were agitating, A letter from the Zil-es-Sultan to 
the Assembly vay also read, 

‘Saturday, August VT A lotter was read from the Committee of Trade Guilily 
regarding the opposition of « certain section of the community to the new order of 
things, offering to take measures to suppress such opposition. In the course of discussion 
on the subject some of the Clerical Members shoved considerable feeling on the subject 
‘of Sheikh Fazlullah’s relations with the Shah, ‘They declared that the public must wait 
for the reanlt of the deputation which was heing sent from the House to the Shah, and 
that, iP it proved unsatisfactory, they would then have to decide what course to take. 

‘The Minister of Binntice was present, anda lengthy debate on the financial situation 
ensued, during the course of which Naser-ul-Mulk said that his difficcltis very. 
great owing to the fact that people would not recognize the new order of things, and 
still hoped that, by giving him a present, they could obtain rebates of taxation or pensions 
to which they were not entitled, 

Sindy, August 18——\ deputation pers called on the Shah as arranged, and 
read a speech to the following effect, Phe intentions of the Assembly had been misrep- 
resented to His Majesty by: interested persons which had not the welfare of the country 
fat heart, Tis Majesty was urged to turn a deaf ear to these self-seekers, and to plaei 

the loyal subjects who formed the Assombly and who represented the whole 
nation, fron which Tis Majesty reeruited his army, and whieh was the ultimate source of 
lis Majesty's revenue for the protection of the throne anil crown. ‘the Shak replied ia 
suitable tetms, and a written reply to their address was handed to the Deputies 
expressing the Shah's good-will towards them 

‘At the House, during the course of the sitting, the farming of the Telegraph 
Administration was discussed, Moayed-es-Sultaneh (of Shiraz) had offered to farm the 
telegraphs at 250,000 tomans a-year (50,000/). 

Nouday, ctugust 19,—he Atabek-i-Azam and the whole Cabinet attended the 
meting of the Finance Committee and ed the National Bank scheme. His 
Highness brought with him the new Justice, Aln-ul-Mulk, and the new 
Minister of War, Mustowfee-ul-Mamalel 

‘The communication made to the President by the Russian Legation, to be read in 
the House, wins before the Members, as reported upon fully in a separate despatch. tt 
was, honever, not rend then or at any subsequent sli E 

‘Tuesday, August 20.—he Regulations tor the Ministry of the Interior were under 
diseussion, and a clause having been read relating to charitable bequests, statins: that the 
Govorument had the right to supervise the administration of such a bequest, the 
Mujtehed Seyed Mohammed strongly protested and eventually left the House, “The 
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Regulations in question have been translated from the Russian by Mushir-ul-Mulk. 
‘Some further discussion took place on the subject of the Telegraph Administration and 
‘the House rose. 

Thursday, August Phe President and five ‘Tabreez Deputies were at the 
telegraph office communicating with Tabreez and Urmia on the subject of the Turkish 
aggressions which bad again assumed an alarming character, Haji Amin-uz-Zerb took 
the chair, and the demonstrations at Tspalan in protest against the Zil-es-Sultan’s 
return formed the topic of debate. It was decided that the Zil's departure must be 
postponed, Sheikh Fazlullal’s activity at Shahabdulazim in opposition to the Assembly 
was also and a letter was addressed to the Minister of the Interior demanding 
that energetic action should be taken in the matter. ‘The Shah's reply to the deputation 
from the Assembly was read, 

Whe Atabek attended the Finance Committee with the other members of the 
Cabinet, and during the sitting a violent and noisy demonstration was made against the 
Alabek and the President by the public, who demanded the Atabek’s resignation, ‘The 
President, who had returned from the telegraph office, attempted, with the aid of the 
Mujteheds, to calm the people. Five persons were chosen to represent the demonstrators, 
who were representatives of the different “Fnjumen,” or Committees of Tebran, During 
the discussion which ensued the Atabck was uccused of being in collusion with the 

ns anil responsible for the ‘Turkish aggressions, ‘The President was also accused 

‘party to the plot, This was the first. manifestation of open hostility by: the 

Popular party to the Atabek and the President which developed so rapidly, and culminated 
on the Bist in the murder of the Atabek, 

day, August 24,—The Mujtehed Seyed Mohammed made a remarkable speech, 

in connection with some irregularities which had occurred at Resht, but really 

in reference to the erisis which was rapidly approaching in ‘Tehran. He said that unloss 

some of the Members of the Assembly were expelled the country would be lost. He 

also advocated the suppression of the “Enjumen,” or local Committees. (It should be 

noted that the Russian Oriental Secretary bad called on both Seyed Mohammed and 

Seyed Abilullah a day or two before 

It was rumoured that the Atabek and the whole Cabinet intended to resign, and it 
was firnily believed that the Shahi was more hostile than ever to the Assembly. 

Svndiy, August 26.—The whole sitting was devoted to the reading of portions of 
the Bill for the Mini of the Interior, 

‘The letter from the Russian Legation was sent to the Minister for Roreign Affairs, 
it having been decided not to read it publicly in the House. 

Twenty-five persons, representing as ‘many local Committees, presented to the 
House's strongly worded” Address urging the immediate consideration of the proposel 
additions to the Constititio 

‘Tuesila, August 27.—Velegrams from Tabrecz and Urmia were read dealing with 
the Turkish aggressions A communication from the Ministry of the Interior was also 
read! saying that the Government proposed to ask Germany to send a Commissioner, as 
well asx Russia and Great Britain, Some discussion then took place regarding. the 
co,iplaints of the people of Tenckabun against Sepahdar, and although various proposals 
wrere mae nothing wassettled, ‘The question of the local Committees was then diseussert 
ad several members advocated their suppression, Seyed Mohammed again strongly 
urged that the “Enjumens” should be suppressed. [was asserted that. the 
reactionaries einployed agents in these Commitices to inflame public opinion with the 
object of provoking the people to bring about a general conflagration with the ultimate 
object of dissolving the Assembly, Seyed Mohammed was particularly emphatic 01 this 
point, With regard to the proposed additions to the Constitution, he proposed that 
the draft. should be sent to the high priests of Nejef for their approval, He thon 
attacked the © Habl-ul-Matin " newspaper, whose violent articles he strongly deprecated, 
He concluded by warning the people against. those who, though disguised us reformers, 
were in reality the greatest enemies of reform, and were, in fact, the agents of tho 

jonaries. Taki Zade defended, saying that if any particular newspaper or 

“Hnjumen had offended it was no reason to suppress them all. He aid vie whole 
blame on the Ministers, who, he said, should have resigned long ago. ‘They were not 
able to please either the Shah or the Assembly, and their continued tenure of olfice was 
therefore absurd, Muin-et-Tajjar said that Taki Zado's views did not express the 
opinion of the majority of the House, and Mukliber-ul-Mulk supported the last speaker, 
‘Mier some further remarks from ‘Taki Zade, Muin-et-Tujjar said that the situation had 

reached a dangerous phase owing to the intrigues of the reactionaries in the disguise 

‘of reform. He proposed that tlie House should be dissolved aad fresh elections held. 
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Seyed Janfer said that the Persian Assembly should not imitate the Russian Duma, 
rin fut, any other Assembly, ‘his view was supported by several speakers. ‘Taki Zade, 
Who had remained silent, on being begged to express his view, said that a “ Constitution 
meant the same all the world over, ‘There was no question of imitating this or that 
foreign system, ‘The principle was everywhere the same. If the Persians wished to 
evolve new principles of constitutional government, each one according to his Ii 
they wore at liberty to do so, but the result would, in his opinion, be ny Constitut 
all, (Laughter and chicers.) It was evident that Taki Zade had earried his point, for 
when the question way put it was apparent that the majority were in fayour of the 
resignation of the Atabck’s Cabinet, Loud cries of “Resign” were raised, but the 
President immediately rose, saying that if the Cabinet resigned the House would be 
dissolved. ‘The House rose amid murmurs of disapproval. . 
The general impression was that the President and his party were greatly 
disappointed at the failure of their attempt to bolster up the Atabek and his Cabinet. 
Thursday, August 20--At 4 vat, the President held a private conference at the 
House with w few of his principal supporters. 1. the House sat with closed 


simultaneously, and ¥ 
Soyed Mohammed said very: little, ovly repeating that the situation was a very 
dangerous one. ‘Taki Zade resumed his attack on the Atabek and his Cabinet, | Ih 
fn eloquent address to the House, he recapitulated the Atabek's career as Prime 
Minister, especially dvelling on the fact that since his return to Persia in April last no 
prowress whatever had been made in the work of reform, He argued from this that his 
complicity with the Shah sas proved, Seyed Abdullah, who entered the House at 6:30, 
insisted that the sitting should he helt’ in public, and the sloors were consequently 
thrown open. 4 

‘Nhe pubic sitting was at first devoted to the discussion of miscellaneous matte 
until one of the Members introduced the subject uppermost in every one’s mind. 
inereantile Deputy invoked God as his witness that the Shah was not at heart opposed 
to tho Assembly, but the whole blame lay with the Shah's reactionary surrounding, tLe 
timed Naib-esSultanch, Amir Bohadur, Ekbal-od-Dowleh, Ala-ed-Dowlel, and Saad- 
edeDowleh, who, he said, should he expelled from Vehran, Others laid the biame on 
the Ministers in'oflice, Avlength the principal Majtehed, Seyed Abdullah, mate a long 
and importint speech to the following effect, ‘The House had done gteat things, and 
tHe Deputies must not lose courage, ‘Tey had great sliffieulties to surmount, ‘They 
inust continue to do their duty in Uie assurance of the help of the twelfth Imam. He 
then relerred to the hostility of Sheikh Fuzlullab, and the intrigues of the react 
who sed agents among the Committees with the object of stirring up 
said: Mind, you should not shrink from fear of anything ; if you do 
‘The Members cried out, "We are not afraid.” Seyed Abdullah then made a violent 
personal attack on Saad-ed-Dowleh, whom lie declared to be a traitor who had offered 
his servieos to the Shab, in return for p i issolution of that 
House, He had given mon persons in the different Committees to bring 
about the present disturbance + Lill not name the person to whom I refer, 
ut if he does not puta stop to his intr name him to the people, and will eall 
‘upon them to cut him to pieces, or Twill cut his throat myself. (Loud cries of approval 
were raised.) 

‘Taki Zade then again raised his voice against the Ministers in office, but was 
interrupted by the tvo Mujteheds, who insisted on the House rising. 

Saturday, August 31.—The House sat at 5 vat, and shortly afterwards the Atabek- 
iAzim, accompanied by the whole Cabinet, enterédl. The Prime Minister began by 
introducing the tvo new members of his Cabinet, Mustowtee-ul-Mamalek as Minister 
for War, and Alaaul-Mulk as Minister of Justice. ' He then informed the House that he 
iid the whole Cebinet had adresse! the Sliah on the subject of the Constitution and 
the situation in general, and that His Majesty liad heon pleased to give them a gracious: 
and ei ne roply, both of which were read. (‘Translations are inelosed in a separate 
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despatch.) ‘The Atabek said that the Shah wished the House to complete the proposed 
additions to the Constitution and to frame other laws which would enable the Govern 
ment fo seriously undertake the work of reform, Seyed Mohammed supported him, and 
‘one or two Members offered their congratulations, but Seyed Jaafer Shirazi said that 
they must reserve their expressions of gratitude until something had been done, ‘The 
Atabek spoke hopefully of the future, and said that every member of his Cabinet fully 
realized his responsibilities, and that if any one of them failed in his duties to the 
country he would have to resign, He then spoke of the importance of instituting the 
National Bank, which it was entirely wrong to suppose would only be for the purpose of 
ending money to the Government. He asked the House to encourage the people to 
subseribe to the Bank, ‘The Imam Jumeh of Khoi laid stress on the importance of tho 
national interests intrusted to tle Ministers over which the National Assembly superin- 
tended. ‘The Atabek expressed his approval of these yiews, and hoped that all would 
do their duty. He said that the Assembly must support the Government as the Shah 
hud done. He lioped that as soon as the Regulations for the Ministry of the Interior 
were passed by the Assembly, and had been put into exccution, the affairs of the 
Government would be placed on a sounder footing and reforms would be introduced, 
One of the Heputies said that would be the last time the House would accept. promises, 
and that in future they would insist on seeing them carried ont, Another Member 
brought up the question of the individual responsibility of each member of the Cabinet, 
sand Taki Zade made a short speech to the effect that the words of a Minister al tle 
Nutioval Assembly must be bindiug, and he hoped that the promises made on this 
‘occasion would not be broken as formerly. Atabout §x.a, the House rose and adjourned 
{oa separate apartment, ‘The Atabek and the other members of the Cabinet remained 
for about half-an-hour conversing with the Deputies, A deputation from the Azerbaijan 
“Fnjumen” spoke to the Atabck about the additions to the Constitution and received 
encouraging replies, Various subjects were discussed informally, and the Atabek 
seemed most hopeful, Eventually at about 8-45 the Atabek rose to leave for his 
country house, and was accompanied to the outer door hy Seyed Abdulla, Mustowtec- 
ul-Mamnalek, and Aln-ul-Mulk, He was there shot at and mortally wounded by ar 
assassin, as described in a separate despatch. 

Sunday, September 1,—he President, Sani-ed-Dowleh, refused to come to the 
House, and the chair was taken by the Vosouk-ed-Dowleh, the deputy President, 
A telegram was addressed to the Shah on the subject of the murdor of the Atabek, 
offering the condolences of the Assembly, and it was decided to insist. upon immediate 
measures being taken to arrest the accomplices, A large number of documents: which 
had been collected were placed in the sate, 

Monday, September 2. 'The Shah's reply to the condolences of the Assembly. was 
received. ‘Translations of both telegrams are inclosed in a separate despatch, The 
Shah also telegraphed to the Assembly asking that a deputation of twenty Members 
should wait upon him. A private sitting was held to disenss the matter, and. tive 
Members were eventually chosen, who waited upon the Shali the same day. 

Ducsilay. September %.—Vosouk-ed-Dowleh presided, as the President still refused 
to go to the House, ‘The ovo principal Mujteheds were present, and a part of the Bill 
for the Ministry of the Interior was read, —Musteshar-ed-Dowlch (‘Tabreez) gave a short 
account of the audience which the deputation of twenty Members had had the previous 
day with the Shab, His Majesty: had said that the National Assembly had been 
convoked for the purpose of helping in the work of government and for the maintenance 
of order in the country, but that, contrary to his expectations, the country was in great 
disorder, ‘The House had neglected its duty ; they had not passed any important Bills, 
hence all these disturbances, His Majesty had summoned a deputation of the 
Assembly as well as all his Ministers in order to make some arrangements with them 
for the future, ‘The deputation had replied that the House liad done much more than 
any young Assembly eould be expected to do; that the cause of the disturbances. and 
the public dissatisfaction was that certain obstacles had been placed in their way. ‘Phe 
Shah then spoke of the late Atabek-i-Azam, to whom he said he had been much 
attached. fe would see that « full inquiry ‘was held into the circumstances of the 
murder and that the accomplices were punished. He finally said he had ordered his 
Ministers to continue to co-operate with the House, and sail fie would shortly come to 
the Assembly himself with the Cabinet, 

Thursday, September 5,-—The House sat at 9 A.s., the sitting no longer being held 
in the evening since the murder of the Atabek, The different local Committees 
addressed a joint letter to the Assembly demanding the release of certain persons who 
had been arrested on suspicion of complicity in the murder of the Atabek, and after 
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some discussion aletter was addressed by the Assembly to the authorities asking for their 
release, which was agreed to the same day. 

Friday, September 6.—A Committee of Members of tlie Assembly, as well as the 
Ministers, held w private sitting to investigate and go through the documents relating 
to the murder of the Alabek, A number of the papers before the Committee had been 
taken from the pockets of the man, who committed suicide shortly after the crime, and 
others had been seized at the louse of the Chief of the “ Enjumen,” Mirza Abbas Kuli, 
who was suspected of complicity, It was stated that the result of the investigations 
{lirew no light on the subjes 

Saturday, September 7-—The formal resignation of Sani-ed-Dowleh from the 
Presidency of the Assembly was read and accepted, ‘The election of his successor was 
discussed, and the majority were in favour of electing Bhtesham-cs-Sultanch, lately 
Persian Commissioner in the Turco-Persian frontier negotiations, who had already been 

ia Deputy. A number of persons from the district of (enekabun came to the 

e to protest against their lindlord Sepalidar, A corpse was brought to the House, 
and it was declared that the deceased had been murdered by onder of Hhe Sepahdar. 
Considerable excitement ensued, and the Sepalidar was loudly denounce 
eventually decided to refer the matter to the Minister of Justice. 

Sunday, September 8. Ehtesham-cs-Sultanch was brought to the Assembl 
deputation, and took his seat, ‘The formation of the new Cabinet was under di 

nid it was said that the Shah had the right to appoint a Premier who should choose his 

Cabinet, Some remarks were ten passed concerning the Anglo-Russian Agreement. 
Muin-etTujjar said that they could not be certain that the Agreement vould really 
maintain the integrity of Persia, and the two Powers should be asked (o give Persia a 
nritten assurance that they have not concluded a secret, Agreement on the subject. A 
Deputy, who is at the sume tine Director of Persian ‘Telegraph, said one condition of 
Hie Agreement was that cach Power should have a sphere ot influence, and by another 
Clanse the two Powers guaranteed the integrity of Persia, Haji Amin-uz-Zerb spoke in 
favour of the Agreement, which he said would be an advantage to Persia, Mirza Abul 
Hassan Khan, who was for fifteen years under Mr, Rabino inthe Imperial Bank, did not 
cree with the last speaker. He snid that he hnd seen a copy of a communication maie 
Wy the British Legation to the Foreign Ministry on the subject, but he thought that 
how Russia and England communicated the ‘Treaty to Persia, they should be asked to 
declare in writing that there was no secret clause in any way modifying it. ‘The subject 
‘was then dropped. 

‘Tuesday, September 10, binet having been appointed by the Shah, under the 
Premiership of Mush ‘man typically representing the old order of th 
the Assembly took steps to show its disapproval, On Monday, the 9tli September 
telegram was addressed by the House to the Minister of the Court praying that the Shal 

zal-ul-Mulk to the House “in order that a 

be Tield on the subject.” ‘The Shab, 

However, preferred to. ecalve.w dapulatinn of six: Metibers of the House, who. were 

thereupon chosen, On the suggestion of Taki Zale, the following statement was drawn 
up to be rend t0 His Majesty 


prerox 
perso 


fceasion an 
of the Nati 


Gabinet stiould be composed! of persons of exper 

members of the new Cabinet are not ina p 

the Ministries of toulay, ‘The present state of the kingdom, and the difficulties which 
surround the State, make it imperative at this juncture that such persons should be 


capable of taking over the duties of the Ministries, and that they should be as far as 
possible cognizant of the conditions and principles of a constitutional Government aud 
of the conditions of modern times... . ¥ 

‘Whe House then proceeded to elect a President, and the result of the division was 
as follows -— 


Hhtesham-eeSaltanel 
Vosoukesd-Dv 
‘Mirza Abul Has 
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Ehtesham-es-Sultanel was then brought to the House by a deputation of Members, 
and was offered the yaeant Presideuey, which he accepted, ‘The Members then offered 
him their congratulations and the sitting was adjourned. 

‘The deputation of six Members of the House waited on the Shah in the course of 
the afternoon. 

Thursday, September 12.—'The remainder of the Bill for the Ministry of the Interior 
syas renil and passed by a majority of votes. Out of 95 Members present, 87 votod for, 

igainst, and 7 abstained from voting. 

‘A statement was made by one of the Deputies regarding the audience of the dep 
tation sent to the Shab, He said that His Majesty had given every assurance of 
good-will towards the Assembly, and! had said that if the new Cabinet did not give satis- 
faction the Assembly could demand their dismissal, From an account. given privately 
by a member of the deputation it appears that they spoke on various topics with His 
Majesty, including the Anglo-Russian Agreement and the ‘Turkish aggressions, His 
Majesty showed that he was very well-informed on these subjects, and seemed to be of 

iie opinion as the Assembly, ‘The Shah had said that he had offered the vacant 

y of the Interior and Presidency of the Cabinet to the Mushir-ed-Dowleh, who 
had refused it, He then offered it to Naser-ul-Mulk, who also refused, His Majesty 
had thought of appointing Nizam-es-Sultaneh, but on consideration had considered 
that he was too useful as Governor-General of Fars, where he had therefore resolved to 
keep him, ‘There remained only the persons he had chosen whom he asked the 
Assembly to accept on trial, In consequence of the Shah's conciliatory attitude, the 
‘opposition of the Assembly to the new Cabinet was withdrawn by common accord, 

‘Phe new President showed his intention to maintain order and of preventing 
speakers from touching upon subjects which were not before the House, ‘The debates 
are therefore being: conducted on much more regular lines than hitherlo, ‘The 
€\-President took his seat as an ordinary Member, 

igned) G, P. CHURCHILL. 





{32481) No, 165. 


Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 30.) 


(No. 206.) 
i, Guluhek, September 18, 1907. 
despatch No. 184 of the 16th August, 1 had the honour to report that the 
Russian Legation had sont a draft letter to the President of the Assembly concerning. 
tho state of the country wont, and. that the 
President hiad sent it more favourable 
effect on the Assemb! oxpressions were omitted, + 

‘he draft was corrected ‘with the President's suggestion, and I now 
aye the honour to inclose a translation by Mr, Churchill of the letter as amended, 

You, Sir, will observe that the Russian Minister states that certain ill-disposedl 
persons, for their own corrupt purposes, are citculating rumours as to the hostile 

tentions of the Russinn Government, and that cortain officials hope, by encouraging. 
disorders, to urge the Russian Government to take measures which they liave hithorto 
not found necessary, ‘he letter reconnts various acts of violence committed against 
Russian subjects nd interests, and concludes with the assurance that in order to 
ensure the peace and progress of “constitutional” Persia, the Russian Government is 
prepared ‘to take any step and give the necessary assistance.” 

The reference to the Russiim army, which occupied a prominent position in the 
original draft, is omitted. In spite, However, of this omission, the letter was not 
publicly read in the Assembly, and has never been published, 

M. de Hartwig as not mentioned the subject to me, but the Oriental Secretary 
of the Russian Legation told Mr. Churchill that a letter had beon written to te 
President pointing out the danger of the continuance of disorder. He mate no 
allusion to the original draft. 

It is interesting to note that M, de Hartwig expressly disclaims any intention 
whatever ofa wish to oppose the reform movement in Persia, but that he hints at the 

ity of active assistance being given towards the restoration of order. 
Thave, &e. 
(signed) CECIL SPRING-RIO 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 465. 


M, Batiouschkoff to the President of the National Assembly. 


(Iranslation ) 


‘our Excellency, August 19, 1907. 


ug 

T HAVE had the honour to take note of the contents of your Exeellency's respected 
and well-wishing note which returned the communiqué of the Russian Legation, ancl 
in which, by your sincere kindness, corrections and alterations in the wording of the 


ter and his Excellency has also accepted, with extreme 
1's considerate ering and correcting the above- 
mentiound’ sentences, and the necessary alte ven made, and T have the 
honour to inclose the document herewith, and to request that your Excellency should 
't that it should be read at the sacred National Assembly, in order that it should 
object of kindness and consideration on the part of the respected representatives 
nation, especially at this moment when difficulties are supervening, in the hope 

that it may bring about good results, 

T have, &. 
(Signed) BATIOUSCHKOFE. 


Tnclosure 2 in No, 405, 
Amended Communiqué of the Russian Leyation to the National Avsenbly. 


(Undated and unsigned.) 
(Uranslation,) 

ALYHOUGHL ecrtain enemies of the Persian Government haye circulated the 
roport that the Ministers of the Itussian Government are opposed to the progress, the 
well-being, and the constitution of the Persian Government, yot during the past year, 
whon the Persian Government was constitutional and entered the paths of progress 
and increased civilization, it became apparont to all that the facts were not as 
circulated, but that they were never remiss in giving all necessary assistance, anil in 
reforming affairs and in removing difieulties, Moreover, it should not have been 
otherwise, as from ancient times the Russian Government has boen desirous of the 
aulvantage, progress, independence, and liberty of this friendly neighbouring State 
whic ane all advantageous to both Governments, ‘Twe which lus been promulgated 
that the Ministers of the Russian Government are contemplating certain measures, 
such as the summoning of detichments of Russian troops and the seizing of a portion 
of Persian territory, is completely unfounded and entirely untrue, and is done to bring 
about ennity between the two Governments, and hy this means to secure advantages 
for themselves; and it can be concluded by cerlain powerful proofs that some of the 
Governors aud particularly the frontier officers who take no steps to prevent the 
disturbances, and to put ali end to the disorders whieh are detrimental to Russian 
subjects and Administrations, desire by these means to urge the Ministors of the 
Russian Government to take measures which they haye, so far, not been forced to 
For instance, lately on account of the treacherous views aid soeret intentions of 
certain porsons, at Astrabad a Russian subject: named Aiv illed, 
anil on the eastern coast of the Caspian the sheds noua were 
‘Turkomans, and at Enzeli the property of Russi vets was damag 
their lives and property are in danger. AL Astara also the fishing establishm 
Liauozolt was burned, and at Antebil they wanted to kill the Agent of the Azerbaija 
Consul-Ceneral, but they eventually killed his servant, and looted some shops a 
houses belonging to Russian subjects. Lately, at Kazvin, because some one fell under 
a steam-roller on account of the shying of a’ horse, and. was killed, the people were 
about to cause a riot aud to attack the Manager of the Road Company, and they even 
attacked the officer deputed by the Legation, and although the Legation has repeatedly 
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asked! for an apology and a settlement of this matter, so far no effective steps have 
been taken by the Ministers of the Persian Government which would close the 
incident. At the same time some of the ‘Tehran newspapers, contrary to the 
customs and usages of all civilized nations, have published unsuitable and 
impolite articles regarding the Russian nation and this neighbouring Government 
this Legation. Do not all these above quoted incidents constitute clear and 
evident proofs of the secret intentions of the enemies of the Persian Government ? 
It is evident that tho termination of the present state of affairs, which is the greatest 
desire of the constitution-seeking and progress-wishing Persian nation, is also desired 
by the friendly neighbouring State, so much so that for the attainment of this object 
they are prepared to take any steps and to give the necessary help not only for tho 
rotection of the rights of Russian subjects, but for the happiness of the respected 
sian nation, and for hastening the establishment of order and sccurity for which 
this honourable nation is keenly desirous, 


(32483) No, 406. 


Sir C, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 30,) 


(No. 208.) 
‘ir, Gulahek, September 13, 1907, 

WITH refere your despatch No, 138 of the Sist July last, relative to the 

ms of tho Imperial Bank of Persia, I have the honour to stato that F have mate 

cated! representations to the Persian Government, and especially to the Ministe 
specting the non-payment of the sums due to the Bank and the British 
nent 

An arrangement was made for the payment of 30,000 tomans per month from the 
Kermanshah customs towards the sottlement of these claims, but 17,000 tomans havo 
already been diverted to the expenses of the War Department in Azerbaijan on the 
personal onter of the Shah. Nothing appears to have been received from the revenue 
of the ‘Tolograph Department, of the Caspian Fisheries (which has already been 
pledged to a Russian creditor), or the Bushire customs, Had the Bushire revenue 
hol ben diverted by the Government for is own purposes the inforest and put ofthe 
capital would have been repaid 

T have the honour to inclose a Memorandum, prepared for my informa 
Mr. Rabino, as to the indebtedness of the Persian Government to the Bank, amou 
to a sum of about 1550,000/., of whieh 49,5001, is for interest overdue, The indebtevle 
ness of the Persian Government exeoeds the Concession limit by 163,000/. 

‘The Finaves Minister, the NasreuleMulk, had some hope af heing able to 
introduce a schome of financial reform which would, it was confidently expected, have 

ed the Persian Goverument to meet its liabilities and pay its way. ‘The seen 
‘was based on a reform of internal taxation, which would have heen devoted to tl 
expenses of provincial government and of ‘the Court, instead of, as ut present, being 
absorbed by the local Governors, 

‘The Nast-ul-Mulk, however, has retired, His successor is absolutely ignorant, 
and his principal recommendation appears to be that he will not, like his predecessor, 
havo the enengy to rofuse payments out of the State revenues on the personal order of 
the 5 

T understand from M, Mornanl, the Administrator of the Customs, that weokly 

its are made out of the prococds of the northern customs into’ the Russian 

ink to mect the interest on the Russian Lown and the expenditury of the Cossack 

brigade. ‘Thus the payment of interest on the Russian debt is secure, owing mai 
to the express and minute provisions for payment which were laid’ down’ int 

1 loan contract 

will probably be necessary to make similar provisions as rugards the southern 
customs. ‘The revenue from the southern customs is, L understand, in a satisfactory 
state, although the almost total stoppage of caravans, in consequence of the local 
disorders, will no doubt adversely affect them, 

Under present circumstances, and in the chaotic condition of the Persian Goyern- 
ment consequent on the Attabek’s murder and the new appointments, thero is little 
hope of obtaining a satisfactory settlement except by the threat of force, And as the 
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Customs revenues appear to be the sole pecuniary resource of the Persian Government, 
their confiscation would result in the non-payment of the police and the provincial 
forces, which still, in some parts of the country, maintain some semblance of order. 
Thave, &. 
(Signed) CECIL SPRING-RICE. 


OO 


Tnelosure in No. 466. 


‘Memorandum respecting the Indebtedness of the Persian Government to the Imperial 
Bank of Persia. 


‘Tomans, Tomans. 
‘Ah immediate indebtedness of the Government in General Accounts 
At tls 20th September last was 
Intoreat debited alrvady’and interest to bo debited 
ber ti 
Actually gait 
‘Owing for interest 


187252 


Boing in excess of Coucession v= a ele 
‘They furthor ove ts for debts of thint parties duly assed by them 
Ossi by His Imperial Majesty personally gets ans 


‘Oyvlng on account of 290,000, (interest only), 13,915 1% 


If the Government had kept faith as regards the regular payment to us of the 
white customs receipts, not only would the interest and sinking fund on the loan of 
},000/ have been regularly paid, but also our interest would have been paid and 

ven part of the eapital, 
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Sir C. Spring-Rice to 
(No. 209.) 
Sir, Gulahek, September 18, 1907. 

{ HAVE already drayn your attention, in my telegram No. 263 of the 10th instant, 
to the qrave situation in which the European employés of the Oil Syndicate 
themselves oning to the aggressive attitude of the tribesmen in the n 
the borings, the utter failure of the Bakhtiari guards to afford them adequate protection, 
ind the diatoriness of the Bakhtiari Chiefs in administering punishment, and then 

ily under te strongest pressure, to the authors of the various outrages committed in 
last few months. [now have the Honour to transmit eopy of @ report on the 
i 1 { have received from His Majesty's Viee-Consul at Ahwaz, 

Captain Lorimer has had a long experience of the temper of the tribesmen and of 
ocal conditions. [feel convinced that he would not adopt the pessimistic tone which 
inspires his despatch without good reason, and Chat he has not exaggerated the dangers 
ifthe situation, CE cannot, therefore, help regarding with grave apprehension th 
possibility of a renewed and! more serious outbreak hy whieh the lives of British subjeo 
vind the valuable property of the Oil Syndicate in those regions would be threatened 
‘Nth doatruetion, And the creation of situation in which decisive action on the part of 
THis, Majesty's Government would become imperatively necessary, equally for the 
protection of British subjects and interests as for the signal vindieation of European 
prestige among these semi-barbarous tribes. i 

Upon hearing of the assault in duly Inst on Mr Harris, 1 at once made stro 
representations tothe Persian Government, with the result that pressing instructions 
‘rare went by the late Attabok ordering the Bakhtiari Chiefs immediately to take steps 
Yor the arrest and punishment of the offenders. On receiving Captain Lorimer’s latest 
report L reneved my representations privately, and to-day received a reply: from 
Berdced-Dowleh, the new Minister for Foreign Affairs, to the effect that fresh instruc 
ions have been telezraphed to the Shahab and Samsam-es-Saltaneh to see justice done. 
Tw view of the faet that the orders of the Attabek, who was known to command the 
respect of the Khans, were either evaded or so obeyed as to produce uo moral etfect 
Whatever, Fam not at all sanguine that the instruetions of a Minister, whose recent 


—(Received Septeniber 30.) 
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apprintment fo offs has been by no means viewed with general approval, will be fruitful 
of result. 
he impotence of the Central Government to deal with these and similar eases is, 
J venture to think, amply demonstrated by the series of reports I have had the honour 
of addressing to you, and I accordingly submit that, in order to avert what, would be at 
jest a situation of extreme embarrassment, there are two courses open to His Majesty's 
Joyernment—either to recommend to the Oil Syndicate the complete withdrawal of 
their employés from Persia, or to afford them adequate protection in the places where 
they are conducting their operations. 

‘he disadvantages of the latter alternative, both on the ground of the general 
poliey pursued by His Majesty’s Government in regard to this country and in view of the 
lately accentuated dislike of foreign enterprise and suspicion of foreign intervention 
Persia, are too evident for it to be necessary forme to divell upon them. I venture, 
however, to, call your serious attention to the’ grave consequences which would be 
involved by the withdrawal of the Syndicate’s representatives, A probably fatal blow 
would be struck at British prestige, for whatever be the ostensible reason for withdrawal, 
the tribesmen and their Chiefs ‘will aseribe to. it no other motivo than fear, ‘The 
Horiugs with their costly engineering plant would have to be abandoned; the sums 
expended by the Syndicate in experimental labours, amounting, I believe, to some 
160,0001,, would be lost, for even were the responsibility fixed on the Persian Govern 
ment, and they would see very effort to shelve it on the ground that they had not 
recogoized the Agreement between the Syndicate and the Bakhtiari Khang, they would 
be utterly unable to mect the claim; lastly, a possible supply of neutral petroleum, 
indor neither American nor Russian control, would be lost or indefinitely postponed. 

In conclusion, I beg to point out that should His Majesty's Government decide 
‘upon aifording armed protection to the Syndicate’s employés, the objections previvusly 
irzed by the military authorities in connection with Consular guards against the loc 
{up of sthall detachments would to a large extent be removed, in that the three places 
where I anderstand the horings are now being conducted, viz., Chardin, 
and Batwand, are, unlike the Consular posts in the interior, accessible from. the one 
havigable river in Persia, and detachments stationed there could accordingly be 
withdrawn or reinforced with relative case and rapidity. 

Tam consulting Captain Lorimer as to the measures he would propose, 1 inight 
however, suggest that, as a temporary measure, his guard might be inereased, and that 
hie should be instructed to reside in the immediate vicinity of the works, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) | CECI, SPRING-RICE, 


——————————— 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 467. 


Vice-Consul Lorimer to Sir C, Spring Mice. 


Camp.) 
‘i Tspachan, August 29, 1907, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that have just received a large budget of 
letters an reports from Mr. Reynolds of the Oil Syndicate, 1 forward inclosed extracts, 
of the more essential parts of these reports, which will enable you to form some idea of 
the state of affairs. 

2, ‘The situation, as 1 dingnose it, is becoming very serious, All that is wanted to 
make it impossible is a complete sense of impunity on the part of the aggressive tribes- 
mie, and everstng for: the pant ss months Thas been directly ealoulated to foster such 
a feeling, 

‘The stage already reached is, in my opinion, by no means free of danger to the 
lives of the European employés of the Syndicate, 

T have done, and shall continue to do, all that can with the Khans; but at the 
hest they area broken reed, and punishments inflicted by them, only under extreme 
pressure, lose all their value. Such punishments as haye been inflicted have been due 
Entirely to insistence by me; they have only been effected after long delay, and it is 
evident that they have produced no moral effect. 

‘The unsatistactory state of affairs is perhaps not entirely due to ill-will on the part 
of the Khans, but largely to their total luck of administrative ability, their want of 
trustworthy underlings, and their domestic quartels, which make them afraid in many 
cases of alienating to a rival the support of tribesmen who look on any form of discipline 
with abhorrence. 
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‘The serious element in the situation is the character of the Bakhtiari tribesmen. 
Sudden and ungoverned in their passions, they are accustomed to exercise them among 
themselves with little regard to future consequences. It is with retaliation only that 
they have chiefly to reckon; the one restraint which might have a moderating 
{nflueniee on them—that of capital punishment—is, to the best of my knowledge, 
non-existent. 

heir relations with Europeans in the past lave been almost 
been guided in them bya vague apprehension that unknown calai 
injury to.a European, 

his fear, which was general, is, however, gradually disappearing. throug 
Persia, and during the past year or two the Baklilinris have been conducting a series 0 
experiments on their onn avcount 

The resilts of these can only be tending to assure them that Europeans and their 
property are in no way inviolate, and diey have gained the certainty that their Khans 
ive citlier unable or opposed to securing for Buroveans effective protection, and that the 
Tatier haye no power to compel their active assistance. 

tions combine to furnish a prospect which cannot be regarded by us 





1, and they have 
ies must follow 




















without disquietude, 

1. With rexard to the action ti be taken at the moment, I shall write myself very 
strongly to the Khans, and 1 ssould suggest that the Harris case be again referreil (0 
the Attabek, Lshould not, however, recommend that the latter eases, which have not 
Already been referred to him, shauld be referred to him at present. 

‘he Khans are afraid of the Attabek, and T shall attempt in the first place to 
stimulate their fear by making use of the threat of submitting our complaints to him. 
‘Ay additional reason for adopting, this line is that we have, [ presume, no certainty tha 
the AUabck would take up the eases. 

T shall also revive the question of taking payment of the guards into our own 
Juans, but, at the stage now reached, this, if conceded, would not be the panacea that it 
might have been earlier 

5, Looking to the future, | think it would he well that the attention of His Majesty's 
Government should he called to. the precarious position of the Syndieate’s work and 
employés, a position which there ix reason to anticipate will be aggravated rather than 

jorated in the near future, 

‘The question whieh has to be contronted is, what action Government you! 
e of the occurrence of a serious disturbance resulting in the loss of Bri 
‘occurrence would almest certainly make the continuance of Europ 
country impossible, unless they: were to be adequately protected by reliable gu 

such guards ae not to be found in Persia. 

6. Tuan environment like the Bakhtiari country it may be considered as axi 
that foreign subjects should either be effectively protected, or else that they sli 
he permitted to reside in the country at all. Any other course must len 
‘Of prestige, whieh will he permanent, and consequently to the complete insecurity 
lives anil property’ of foreigners travelling through, or halting in, the country, 

Ib therefore’ seems to me that if, it the ease of certain contingencies whi 
he dismissed as entirely improbable, His. Majesty’s Government is not prepared to 
protect the Oil Syndieate's operations and employés by foree, it is desirable anil only 
fair thnt the Syndicate should be informed of the risks they are running before they 
have committed themselves to still greater expenditure. ‘There is no reason to | 
that the finding of oil, should that take place, would make for greater security 
drawal, however, prematurely, or obyiously under the pressure of a handful of bragging 
Suvages, would also be a severe blow to our prestige, not only locally, but throughont 
the country. 

7. You will recollect that on yarious ove during the past year when the 
question has been raised, 1 have inelined to minimize the danger to European lives aud 
property, and that on the whole Ehave been justified by events. It is with reluet 
that now, owing (o the spirit I sce spreading among the irresponsible tribesmen, | fee 
inyself obliged to adopt a more apprehensive tone. 

L have, &e. 


(Signed) D. L, LORIMER. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 467. 


Extracts from Letters forwarded by Mr. Reynolds to Vice-Consul Lorimer on 
August 27, 1907. 








(Ly 


Mr. Reynolds to Vice-Consul Lorimer. 
August 5, 1907. 
THE explanation of the occurrence (i.e, the Harris ease) is briefly as explained 
to his Excellency the Samsam, as caused by Inbourers from Batwand demanding to be 
engaged on work, they having left work of their own accord, and resenting that others 
should be engaged in their place, 

Tsend you herewith also copy of a letter written me by the Mirza at the Babwand 
camp, dated the lst August, on the subject of the row, and it would seem to be all you 
can require in addition to Mr, Bradshaw's Report, His Excellency Serum-ul-Mulk had 
deposed the Keid Mashadi Muhammad Ali, and chastised him nearly a year agos but 
he still has influence in the village, and T regret to say that I heard that his brother 
Aidi or Bidi had ran away. 





(2) 


Mr. Bradshaw to Mr, Reynolds. 
August 1, 1907. 

T have the hionour to draw your attention to the fact that the man, by name 
Khormai ( {), the same who some three months ago drew his knife on Mr, Crawford 
and was aecordingly punished in the presence of Captain Lorimer, has again eon 

ive, 

‘On the 26th July last he severely thrashed one of Mr. Crawford's water-carriers 
—in fact, so severely, that medical attendance was necessary for the wan, He also 
threatened to beat any one in the employ of Mr. Crawford who came for water, and to 
stop Mr, Cranford obtaining the water necessary for the camp. 





(3 
Resouk Alias, the Mirza at Baticand Camp, to Mr. Reynolds, 


August 1.1907. 

Thave the honour to inform you (nat on the 80th June T was going to Maidan-ie 
Naftun with some of Mr, Bradshaw's men, { riding my mule, and a few yards, trom 
the camp there was a crowd of Batwand people waiting for us on the bill by the way. 

‘As soon as we came near to them one of the crowd, by name Ali, vith a stick in 
his hand, began beating the men who were with me, and the others started throwing 
stones all round me. 

Bidi, the brother of Mashdi Mohamed Ali, late Kaid of Batwand, told them to 
kill me, as it was through me that they were not engaged as labourers. 

Mr. Harris, being in his tent, on hearing the row came out to see what was the 
matter, and, on coming near, a man by the name of Kazim threw some stones at him, 
and, as they were nearly going to break his head, ¥ dismounted and shouted to the 
guards to defend us, but they did not, 

T then told Bidi that the matter will be reported to you, and that you will report 
it to his Excellency Sarum-ul-Mulk, and he became abusive, answering in Persian [here 
follows abuse of the Sarum-ul-Mulk unfit for repetition, —D. L.) * Kither we will work 
by force or you must shift your camp from here, or we will return shortly and tear your 
tents to pieces.” 








[us21] 


























———— 























874 


(4) 
‘The Samsam and Sarum-ul-Mulk to the Engineer of the Oil Mines at Masjid-i-Sulaiman. 


(After compliments.) July 23, 1907. 

‘According to the telegraphic order from his Highness the Atabeg-i-Azam, it 
seems that some of the people of Batwand have insulted an Englishman by name 
Harris, 

Owing to the friendly feeling existing between ourselves, you had better have 
advised us direct, when we would have taken the necessary steps to punish the wrong- 
doers, We shall, however, be grateful in future if you will advise us direct should the 
like occur again, that we may take the necessary stepe to have them punished 
severely. 

‘We have sent two men to inquire into the case, and if any one has done wrong we 
have ordered that he be chained and brought to us to be punished here, 

We wish you to give your instructions to the Company’s men, too, to treat the people 
there better and in a kind and friendly way, and we will do our best to punish at once 
any one who ill-treats the Company's men, 


Mr, Reynolds to the Samsam and Sarunul-Mulk, 
August 2, 1907. 

Perinit me to remind your Excellency that when we parted at Kima the only result 
of mectings extending over some three weeks was that you were unable to do anything 
to prevent your tribesmen robbing and interfering with our work. 

‘No punishment was inflicted by you on the men sent for by you from Birdamil, who 
had heen causing trouble at Mr, Bradshaw's camp, so that to have reported to you thi 
incident would have seemed useless, I, however, note your Exeellency’s wish, and 1 wi 
‘do my best to comply with it, &. 

‘Mhe recent trouble at Batwand was caused as already quoted above. 

‘he ringleaders were Bidi, Sultan Ali, Kasim, and Fathullah, and it is thee men 
whom I have suggested to your messengers to take to you. 

Tn accordance with your request that I should advise you direct of any trouble with 
yout Lars, I note that one Khormai by name, who was punished three months back 

‘Only after much delay, aud only by my going to. the spot and insisting on it, 

dont. nice of the Khans nullified the effect of the panishment.—D. L.] tor 
dravving n knife ogainst our Mr, Crawford, on the 26th July severely thrashed a waterman, 
of Mr, Cranford, who was drawing water from a spring near Kalam Boori on the ‘Ten! 
River, 

‘fear that this man may do that which may cause you much tronble unless you 
take steps to stop him, and that quickly. 

Vou ask me to give instructions to the Company's men that the people of Batwand 
De treated “better, and in a kindly-and friendly way,” aud E note that if the men we 
‘employ were improperly treated, they would not come for work, and it was the desire to 
work for us,a desire which could not he satisfied, that led to the trouble for which you 
fare now about to punish the ringleaders, 


(6) 
Mr. Reynolds to the Samsam and Sarun-ul-Mulk. 
August 7, 1907. 


{have the honour to report to you that our Mr, A. B. W, Holland, in his letter of 
this date, writes as follows -— 


Thave to report that on the 19th July, while our yehieles were on the roa 
between Darrah Kbazinah and Batwand, the rear of our caravan was fired on from the 
rocks at Shikatt Kala, near Birdamil, In al tive shots were fired, when the men 
absconded witnout being identified,” 


Seeing that our caravan will be working from Batwand to Maidan-i-Naftun past 
Kalam Boori in the immediate future, and that we have had trouble at both those 


3875 


places, I report this to you so that you may take such action as you think fit in te 
Mnatter. There being wo responsible representative of the Mkhani here, Tcannot report 
to him, 


(7) 


Mr. Bradshaw to Mr. Reynolds. 
August 6, 1907. 

It will not surprise you to hear that the ringleaders in the recent affair at Batwand 
are not being taken to the Khans after all, I have just been told by Kaid Rafi, the 
head guard, that instead of sending up the ringleaders, the two Kaide of Batwand, 
Meshidi Hassan and Ghulan Ali, are themselves going to interview the Khans, You 
ean readily guess the result of such an interview, and I am afraid our strained relations 
with the Batwand people will be renewed. 


(8) 


Mr. Reynolds to Mr, Bradshaw. 
August 8, 1907. 

1 am, I must say, nervous about what may happen if we do not get. theso cases 
at Batwant—Harris', Crawford's, and the firing on carayan—properly taken up, 

When the Lurs’come down from the hills there will be a row, and if there be « 
row our men will shoot, and then all is over. T hope our halos will fit us, 

‘The Khans, even if well-intentioned, which is questionable, have no one to send 
whom they ean trust to see a matter through, 





[32485] No. 468. 
3, Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey —/Received September 30.) 


(No. 210. Secret.) 
Sir, Gulahek, September 18, 1907. 
L HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copies ‘of the secret, dinry off 
Captain H. Smyth, Military Attaché at Meshed, Nos, #2 to 38 inclusive, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) COIL SPRING-RICK. 


Tnclosure 1 in No, 468, 


—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending August 10, 1907. 


Summary of News. 
(Seeret.) 


KRASNOVODSK reports arrival of 100 recruits, 
2, The expectation of disturbances in ‘Turkestan is increasing, and the authorities 
are taking extra precautions, Among other things are reported — 


(1) The establishment of cavalry and infantry guards and patrols at ‘Tashkent 
station and all over Tashkent and other towns ; 

(2) The placing of military guards, said by Tashkent agent to be forty-five men, 
at every station. 


3. ‘Phe authorities have raised the working day of railway employés from an eight- 
hour to the old twelve-hour day, and have thereby shown their readiness for an 
‘encounter with the revolutionaries. 

4. A serious accident has taken place on the ©. A. Railway near Kizil Arvat, 
Several yersts of the line were washed avay by a sudden flood. A passenger (rain partly 
rau off the line at this point during the night; then a mail train came along, still in the 
night, and erashed into the passenger train, causing casualties of at least four killed and 
twenty injured—this is the figure given by the Tashkent newspaper, Our Krasnovodsk 
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correspondent says that twelve killed and twenty-four injured were taken to Kisil Arvat, 
while Our Askabad agent says that fifteen injured were brought to Askabad. To add to 
the passengers’ misfortunes, they were robbed after the accident. 7 

, ‘The number of the “Transcaspian Review ” that should have an account of this 
aceident has not been delivered in Meshed. We have, however, got good accounts of 
this adair both from our Askabad and Krasnovodsk azents, as well as from the Tashkent 
newspaper, tis quite na(ural that the Russian authorities should not care for too muc! 
to be known about this accident, as it reflects the greatest discredit on their system of 
line inspection and signalling: 

(1.} In their not discovering this huge gap in the line before a train ran off the Tine 
there ; * 
(2) In their letting another train on to the section before the line had been 
signalled clear of the first train 5 : 

(3,)_ In no official having the sense to stop the mail train with red lamps. 


6. Railway accidents are also reported on the Caucasian and Orenburg Railways. 


“ Transeaspian Review.” 


July 81,—he Minister of Ways and Communications has ordered that the 
working day for employés of the ©. A. Railway shall be twelve hours, as it used to be, 
instead of the eight-hour day which has been tried lately. 

“August At 6 vai. on the 2nd August the Amir of Bokhara will arrive at 
‘Tashkent from Bokhara. 

‘On the Caucasus Railway, at the 86th verst from ‘Piflis, a passenger train has been 
derailed, Six men were injured in the accident, and a sum of 100,000 roubles (Government 
money) wag stolen, 

‘August 2.—Onders have been issued for the Westingliouse brake to be fitted to all 
pasenger trains on the C. A, Railway, ‘Chis will prevent trains from exceeding the 
proper speed of 37 yersts per hour. Nowadays, with the old hand brakes, especially 
When tley are behind time, trains sometimes get out of hand and reach the dangerous 
speed of 60 to 70 versts per hour, 

‘August 8.—Nasir ‘Turah, grandson of the Khan of Khiva, has been appointed 

sign in the Russian army, 

‘wo bombs have been found fn a house in Askabad. 

ugust 4o—The Amir of Bokhara left Kermene for Orenburg by special train 
2nd August 


“Durkestanskiya Vedomostie” 


July 26,—Pristay Medesev and a Cossack haye been shot at Kizil Arvat. Hive 
arrests were made. 

July 31,— Information has been received from Askabad that train No. 4, which left 
Askabad on the night of the 27thJuly, ran into train No. 12 which was brought up on 
the lino near Archman by the track having been washed away. In train No. 12 five 
‘were Killed and eleven badly injured. 

‘he line is interrupted and traffic suspended, as G versts of the track—from verst 
872 to 878-—have heen washed avay by flood. 

At midnight on the night of te 97th-2sth July, between the stations of Bami and 
Arehman, at the 877th verst from Krasnovodsk, pass 
‘all. standing by the line having been damaged, when it was run 
which striick it with such force as ti penetrate right into it 
broken all to pie Four passengers were killed on the spot and twenty injured, many 
‘of them seriously, It was lucky that most of the passengers had got down from the 

ov the eastalties would have heen much greater, 
ding of the English army has been given permission to travel 
from India to Turkestan vit Kasbyar. 

‘On the T, O, Railway, between the stations of ‘Timur and Karakungur, goods train 
No, 95 ran into a goods Waggon which had been blown on to the line (from # siding) in 
the night, ‘The conductor was injured. 

‘The damage done to the C. A. Railway between Bami and Archman was made good 
‘on the 29th July, and the tine reopened for traffic. 

‘A rifle has been taken from a man of the frontier guard at Askabad station, 





37 
Krasnovodsk Reports, 


July 15.—One hundred Government sailors (? Black Sea men) have arrived from 
Baku to assist in the work of the port in case of a strike, 

July 18.—Soldiers have been sent from Askabad to guard the stations in the event 
of a strike ; 100 of these Transcaspian Riflemen (No.of battalion not given —ILS.) are 
here, and 100 at Kizil Arvat. 

‘July 22,—One hundred recruits arrived by steamer, and loft by rail E. 

July 28.—There has been a serious accident near Kizil Arvat, At a place called 
by the Persians ‘“Kushk Rud,” a heavy flood came down from the mountains and swept 
away a long stretch of the railway, taking’ the sleepers and rails right away, A train 
came on this place in the night-and partly ran off the line, getting fixed so that it could 
neither advance nor retire. ‘The mail train then came and ran into the first train, 
smashing to pieces seven carriages, welve passengers were killed and twenty-four 
wounded, ‘The killed and younded were taken to Kizil Arvat. In the confusion and 
dark nearly all the passengers were robbed of their luggage. 
coun ne talnay was intrrupled, and no trane were runing the whole of the 28th and 

th July. 

July 30.—A quantity of large and small boxes of ammunition was loaded direct 
from a ship into two railway waggons, and sent off B, 

Three policemen and glx soldiers ayo becn murdered lier, 

Itis said that twenty-four soldiers have been killed at Kizil Arvat, 





Askabad Reports. 


July 18. 
W. by rail. 

July 17.—One hundred and forty wen of the 1st ‘Transcaspian Battalion, with full 
accoutrements, came in from Mery direction, (Writer may be mistaken about the 
direction whence they arrived ; they may have como in by the Feroza Railway.—H.8.) 
‘After waiting a few hours at Askabad station, they went on W. by rail, 

July 19.—One waggon load wheat came in from E, 

July 22.—Fifty recruits arrived by rail from W.; twenty-two Kavkaz Cossacks 
arrived by rail from B. ; eight horses sent Kahka, 

July 26.—(It seoms to me thar this man has got wrong in his dates, and that this 
should be 80th July not 26th, See Krasnoyodsk and newspaper reports. —HL.S.) 

One hundred men of the Ist Railway Battalion eame in from W, hey have beon 
engaged in mending the railway near Ki r us accident has occurred, 
of which 1 got the following account from th 

During the night, a passenger train partly ran off the line ata place where the line 
had heen damaged by food, four carriages going off the rails. Eilorts were being male 
to clear the line, when the mail train ran into the stationary crippled train, doing it great 
damage. In the confusion a! band of robbers appeared, plundered the passengers of 
both trains, and carried off eight of them ax prisoners. Fifteen injured passengers were 
brought into Askabad. 





Seventy artillerymen (or machine-gun men) with their kit and arms left 







































Charjui Reports. 


July 24.—Piree hundred bags four, rice, Ke,, sent up stream by steamer. 

July 27.—Fifty soldiers, probably recruits, passed through W. by rail, 

‘uly 31.—One hundred soldiers passed through by rail HB, 

Disturbances are expected, and frequent infantry” patrols are kept moving in the 
town and on the railway. 


Tashkent Reports, 


Two guns with thirty artillerymen left 8, by rail. 
—Forty time-expired men of the Intendance and 18th ‘Turkestan Battalion 
passed through W. 


(1521) 5D 
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stores sent S. during the week :— 


5 boxes rie ammunition, 
1 sealed waggon fall of stores 
60 bags flow 

20, biscuit 
16 large boxes stores. 










‘Phere iy a guard of infantry and one of Cossacks at the Tashkent station. | Patrole 
and quurde of cavalry and infantry are all over the town, as disturbances are considered 
certain to occur, 

MA guard of forty-five soldiers has been posted at every station on the railway too. 

(Signed) Hi, SMYTH, Captain, 
Military ‘Attaché. 









Meshed, August 10, 1907. 


—— 








Tnelosure 2 in No. 468. 





No, 38.—Diary of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending August 17, 1907 








‘Summary of News. 
(Seoret:) 

MOST of the troops are still out in camp all over ‘Turkestan, but Cossacks anc 
tome of the most reliable of the other troops hae been brought into all of the towns, 

2, Garrison reports show the garrisons of Sarakhs and Samarkand to be of normal 
strength, 

FA correspondent at Krasmovodsk snys that the railway accident, reported in last 
wook’s diary, nent Kizil Arvat, was not an accident, but was an outrage purposely brought 
bout by the discontented Kizil Arvat railyaymen, 

’4, This theory, impossible as it would be in a civilized country, does, wot. seem 
improdablo in Russla, Lt vould explain much that seemied incomprehensible before, (See 
paragraph § of last week's summary.) ‘i 

5, Mhis theory also fits in with the fact that sixty-five of the Kizil Arvat railwaymen 
have, singo the accident, been dismissed and sent to Askabad, apparently under, are. 
‘They arrived in Askabad shouting revolutionary. songs, waving red flags, and generally 
1s mon in open revolt against the authorities. 

6. The development of Eastern ‘Turkestan proceeds apace: fresby petroleum 
Aisovereg have been male at Chimion, and a Commercial Bank is to be established 
at Kokand. 
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“ Tyanscaspian Review.” 







‘August 7. -Sixty-live of the railway workmen at Kizil Arvat haye been dismissed. 
waa Sree bre en atten for the gendarmes of Askabad to fire « musketry course 
this year. 

‘Whe Governor of the prison aud @ Pristay have been murdered at Tiflis 

dugust 9—-On the 26th July (ve, the Sth August) the sixty-five railvaymen who 
have been turned out of Kizil Arvat arrived at Askabad by train. ‘They created 
disturbances all along the route, and came into Askabad station singing the 
Marseilliise and waving red flags, ‘There was'a strong force of all arms in possession 
Of the station, A-crond of their friends and sympathizers was not allowed to go to 
the station to weleome them on their arrival, and the public were rigorously excluded 
from the station precincts. 



















“Turkestanskiya Vedomosti.” 








Aujust 2—On the night of the Ist-2nd Augest three bombs were thrown at 
lige patrol from a house under construction in Askabad. Two of them exploded. 
Hien the oceupants of the house fired on the police, who replied. Hyentually the 

police entered the house and found some ammunition, printing materials, Proclamations, 
Tid olticers’ caps, ‘The defenders, however, bad escaped by the back way. 

‘ugust T--It is uroposed to open a (private) Commercial Bank in Kokand, as well 
‘as the Government Bank which already exists there, 

Tn Chinion, neat Kokand, a kind of “jelly” has been discovered that burns very 
well, Ibis hoped that this will be sold in Turkestan and not exported to Russia. 
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Krasnovodsk Reports.* 


August 8-—On the 27th July part of the line was washed away by a sudden flood 
from the mountains, A gang. of workmen was at work repairing the broken piece. A 
passenger train came along and stuck there (i.e, vas partially derailed, I suppose ES.) 
Frithout receiving any warning from the workmen of the danger abead of it. ‘Phew the 
nail train from Askabad came and ran into the first train, ‘The mail train passed some 
‘of the workmen, but did not receive any warning from them of the danger ahead, 
Seven people were killed ani! sixty injured. 

“It is. believed that the Kizil Arvat, railway workmen engineered this accident 
deliberately as a revolutionary outrage against the railway administration, 





Sarakhs Reports. 


August 2.—Nine cartlonds of flour, rice, &e., received from Tejend, 
Garrison of Sarakis—5th Transcaspian Battalion, 

Detachment Intendance, 

Total strength of garrison, 600 men. 


Merv Reports, 





July 26.--From the 26th to 80th July no train came through from Askabad. 
[ hear that the line has been damaged by flood, and that there has also been an accident 
near Askabiad, 

July 31.—Twenty boxes of rifle ammunition arrived from W. 
August G—Forty. men of Kavkaz Cosstck Regiment lett by rail for Kusbk, 
Nowadays there is a guard of six men of the Railway Battalion on every train, 


Samarkand Reports. 


_ duguat 1.—Two officers and sixteen soldiers with twelve carts went to the railway 
station and brought away a quantity of rifle ammunition. 'Vhis ammunition had arrived 
from Tashkent, All such parties are now accompanied by officers, as the authorities do 
not trust the soldiers, 

Strength of the Garrison,—5th, 6th, and 7th ‘Turkestan Battalions. 

Zerabulak Reserve Battalion, 

8th Turkestan Battalion at Katta Kurgan, 

Tyo machine guns and eighty mounted men, are attached to each of the infantry 
battalions stationed at Samarkand, ‘The battalion at Katta Kurgan has no machine 
guns or mounted men, 

Detachment 2nd Railway Battalion. 

‘4th Ficld Battery. 

‘The Mountain Battery has not yet returned from ‘Tashkent, 

200 mon Intendanee. 

100 men Military Rolice. 

2nd (Ural) Cossacks, 600 strong. 





‘The Fortress Artillery Company is in the fort, and has in its charge, mounted and 
ready for action— 

8 QP. field guns. 

8 machine guns 

2 modern heavy guns. 

2 ol heavy guns. 


‘There are also in the fort, in reserve kept in store— 


8QF. field guns. 
8 old-fashioned field guns. 


‘The infantry have lately been trained to the use of these old fieldjguns. 


* From an occasional correspondent, ; 
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Tashkent Reports. 


July 28,—Most of the troops are in camp outside the town now, ‘There are present 
in the town a rogiment of Cossacks, a battery of ficld artillery, the reserve infantry 
battalions, and the artillery in the fort (i.e., Fortress Company). 

July $1.—Twvo hundred leather boxes, with chains to fit them for pack work, eame 
in by train from Orenburg. Onc hundred of these were sent on S,, and the others 
remained here, 

August 4.—Fifty boxes of rifles arrived by rail from Orenburg. 

(Signed) —-H. SMYTH, Captain, 
Military Attache, 
Meshed, August V1, 1907. 


Tnelosure 3 in No, 468, 


No. 84.—Diary of Military AUache, Meshed, for week ending August 24, 1907. 


Summary of News. 
(Seeret.) 

LIBUTENANT-GENERAL POKOTELO has been transferred from Ferghana to 
the Semnirechin command, 

2, The Russian newspapers indicate changes in the organization of the frontier 
gunrd in Central Asia, and also that fresh railway construction is shortly to be under- 
taken in Central Asia, 

3. ‘Threo hundred workmen have arrived in Krasnovodsk from Baku, and have been 
sent off B, by rail. Some of these men have stated that they are engaged to construct 
wrailway to the Afghan frontier, but they do nol agree as to whether they are going to 
tackle the Oxus Railway or the Kushk branch extension, So itis highly probable that 
they are only to replace recent dismissals, although this incident shows how strong the 
expectation is now in Russian Turkestan of fresh railway construct 

‘Phe Baku tevolutionarics are carrying on a campaign of bomb outrages ag 
Caspian Steam-ship Companies, A steamer has been destroyed by a bomb and fire at 
Baki, and a mysterious explosion has taken place on a steamer out at sea. This latter 
nearly caused great loss of life, ax the steamer drifted helplessly several days with 450 
passengers on board. ‘These steam-ship outrages are probably an aftermath of the 
Caspian strike, 

If the revolutionaries are more than usually busy now in the Caucasus and 
‘Turkestan, there iy plenty of evidence to show that the authorities are also more than 
usually vide-awake, and are not only employing the military everywhere to protect Govern 
mint property, snd, above all, the keepitig the railway open, but are making the police 
ewiny the war into the enemy's country. ‘This is showin by the surprise aid arrest of the 
Whole of the members of ‘the Sanaikand Revolutionary Committee ; and at Askubad 
they seem to have done still better, having been present at a meeting of fifty revolue 
tionaties, at which the assassination of General Kartsey was plauned. ‘The police 
identified these filty revolutionaries, raided their head-quarters, and are now hunting 
down the members, 

6. Part of the artillery usually at Kahka has returned there from Askabad, 

7, Garrison reports from Askabad, Charjui, and ‘Tashkent show the normal nu 
af comps to be present al these entres, chouh strong partes from the diffrent infantry 
corps have been detached to guard all the stations on the railway, ‘The number of 
Cossacks at Tishkent has been increased too. 


“Transcaspian Review. 


August 10.—The newspaper “ Russ” says that a lot of fresh railway construction is 
to be undertaken in Central Asin, 
August 11—Lientenant-General Pokotelo, Military Governor of the Ferghaua 
Province, has been transferred to the Military Governorship of the Semirechia Province. 
All the workmen of Bibi Arbat (Buku) Haye gone on strike 
Augist 14—Uhe steiner \"surevieh,” due in Krasnoyodsk from Baku on the 


20th August, did not arrive, When the steamer  Kuropatkin” arrived next day from 
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Baku it was realized that the “Tsarevich” had disappeared. ‘The “ Kavkaz Mercury,"” 
«Skobeley,” “ Kuropatkin,” and four war-ships went out at once to look for lier. She 
had 450 passengers and 50,000 roubles on board. 

August 15—At 10 p.at, on the 12th August the missing steamer came to Krasno- 
vodsk. She had had an explosion in her engine-room, in which two men were 
Killed, 

August 18—The Samarkand police have surprised a meeting of the Revolutionary 
Committee, and have arrested twenty-four of them, including two soldiers, 


“ Turkestanskiya Vedomosti,” 


August 9,—An Armenian has been arrested in Kushk with 1,600 rounds of Govern- 
ment rifle ammunition in his possession, 

‘August 11.—Lieutenant-General Kalenkin, of the frontier guard, has just arrived 
at Tashikent after having completed his inspection of the Amu Darya and Transeaspian 
(frontier guard) Brigades, He has been arranging for several changes in the orgai 
tion of the frontier guard on the Central Asian frontier, 

August 14,—The Tashkent police have made a seizure of some bombs, 


Krasnovodsk Reports, 


August 5.—One hundred and twenty boxes of rifle ammunition arrived by steamer 
and were sent off E, by rai 

August 7.—The Baku revolutionaries have thrown a bomb on a steamer there, 
‘This bomb caused considerable damage by its explosion and set the ship on fire, ‘The 
bomb-thrower was arrested. 

ugust 8-—Eighty time-expired men tet for Rusia, 

August 11,—Three hundred civilian railway workmen—Russians and Mussulmans— 
have arrived here from Baku, Some of these men say they have been engaged to 
construct a railway from Bokhara to the Afghan frontier, otiers say they are to construct 
‘new branch of the Kushk line, 

All the Russians are talking about the mysterious disappearance of a steamer 
between Baku and Krasnoyousk, 

August 12.—One hundred of the above workmen left B. by rail, 

August 18.—One hundred more of the above workmen left B, by rail. 

August 14,—One hundred more of the above workmen left I, by rai 

‘Thirty workmen belonging to Krasnovoulsk left with this last party, as the railway 
authorities are offering xood pay to all men who care to come and work on the line, 

August 15.—Three hundred boxes of rifle ammunition came in by steamer and were 
sent off B. by rail, 


Askabad Reports. 


July 28.—An Armenian shop was plundered in broad daylight by « band of Russian 
robbers, one Armenian being shot dead. 

July 29.—A battery of artillery caine in to Askabad from eamp, 

July 30.—A waggon load of wheat and one of flour came in by rail from W. 

August 2—A battery of artillery belonging to the 2nd ‘Turkestan Brigade came 
into Askabad from eamp yesterday and left to-day for Kahka, complete with horses, 
equipment, &c., and 160 artillerymen, 
sy veitenty mon of the 2nd ‘Transeaspian Battalion and (en ‘Taman Cossacks left B. 
yy rail, 

August 4.—T'wo waggon loads of horses and thirty recruits passed through B, 

August 8,—At a revolutionary meeting, attended by fifty Russians and Armenians, a 
resolution was passed fo bomb the Governor, General Kartsey. Unfortunately for the 
success of this scheme, some traitor or police spy gave the police a full account of the 
matter, with the names of those present at the meeting. Consequently, the revolutionary 
heat-quarters wore zaided, two men were arrested and twenty bombs discovered, The 
police are looking for the other forty-eight members present at the meeting. 

August 10.—The garrison of Askabad is fairly normal, a little below strength if 
anything, as there are several detachments on the railway. Most of the troops are in 


fare) dE 
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ining has now gone 
camp. Part of the artillery that came from Mery and Kabke for training has now gon 


Aay Aga nat 400 men of the Geok ‘Tepe Reserve Battalion are under orders to go to 


Kusbk, 
Kahka Reports. 


i \d some artillerymen, 

gust 10.—When passing through Kahka, Lsaw three guns an y 
bot teary, Rossa, artillerymen, and some Cossacks, I had no apportanity of 
Shtaintng accurate details, but { believe about half of the artillery usually there hay. 
retuned to Kabka from Askabad, 


Charjui Reports. 


Ten C ‘th horses, &c., arrived by rail from E, é 
ten Cossacks “Gowancia, vith forty men of the 19th Turkestan Battalion, 


Jes passed through B. by rail. 
I hy steamer from Riva a ie 
ke ion, forty. artillerymen 
‘Strength of the wirkestan Battalion,, for vor 
machine-gun detachment), hh Turkestan, Battalions ; 
‘usual number of railway soldi 


Sumarkand Reports. 


Auust 15-—Thirty student lft Samarkand for St. Petersburgh to join the military 
chor ung troops in the Samarkand command are under onlers to go out into the 
istri en dys’ mancuyres. i A 
aa io Davelrs, said to be officers, havo arrived here. ‘They were put up by 


the Governor and stayed four days in Samarkand, seeing the sights. 


‘Pashikent Reports.” 


‘t) ft rive okhara with a suite of ten of his 
‘August .—!Uhe Arnie of Rokhara arrived from Bokhara with a ‘ 
oflcicle “He visited the Governor-General, staying in ‘Tashkent four hours, He then 
10 Orenburg by special train, f Sai 
Ml i Pilly “orenburg Cossacks ame in yy ic) a Raibnay 5 Gronbysive f 
« Ciuaneks went-on by 'T, O, Railway, the other twenty-five are staying here. 
hose Cossacls oo famnor-General has published some new instructions that he has 
received from St, Petersburgh ordering rioters to be shot summarily without trial 
‘An officer lias been arrested with revolutio ty correspondence in his possession. 
ig said he will be tried by summary court-martial. 4 
aoneiguat O.—Uhiety soldiers (?reerits) came in by 0, allay. 
anty-live hugs flour and five bags rice sent 8. by ©. A. Railway. 
dugusd 7-—!lwo hunted nen of the Tashkent Reserve Battalion, with arms, accoutre- 
ments: Lit, &e, IeftS, by ©. A. Railway, ‘They are for duty on tie railway, I believe. 
ugust 9.—A deputat urkoman elders has arrived here trom Merv. F 
‘Pwenty time-expired men of the 18th ‘Turkestan Battalion passed through towards 
Se ‘ i found xd of 150 men of 
Aunt 11.—L travelled to Khuwas (Chemayevo) and found a guard o 
the Tih Turkestan Battalion the tetas en of the Tashkent Reserve 
i ory station between Tashkent and Chernayevo. is 
ae 12-—2Daring the night a train eame into Tashkent station from the "TO. 
Railvaye, No one was allowed to be onthe platform, and there was special guard o 
400 waldiers on the platform to receive this train; $ officers and. 10 Cossueks with 9 
aquntity of baggage got out of this train. None of the oops of the ator carriages 
Wallowed to be opened, and no one was allowed to approach them. Th 
ae. i OA. Railway as soon as possible, and an extra guard of 40 soldiers was sen 
with it, ; é 
Probably this train carried prisoners oF disafected railwaymen being deported. — 
ns} 


“= This contain two separate Reports HL. S. 
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Garrison of Tashkent—Ist, 2nd, 8rd, and 4th Tarkestan Battalions, 

Khojent and Tashkent Reserve Battalions, 

5th Orenburg Cossacks. 

250 men Ist (Astrakhan) Cossacks, 

250 men 2nd (Ural) Cossacks, 

25 men other Orenburg Cossacks, 

500 artillerymen of 1st Brigade with field batteries, 

200 artillerymen with machine guns, 

Fortress, reserve, and other artillerymen; strength, a battalion (j.e, 800 or 
‘900 men.—H. 8.) 

(Signed) —-H, SMYTH, Captain, 


Military ‘Attaché, 
Meshed, lugust 24, 1907, 


Tnelosure 4 in No, 468, 


Dinry of Military Attaché, Meshed, for week ending August 81, 1907. 


Summary of News. 
(Secret,) 

KRASNOVODSK reports arrival of 400 Cossacks, with horses, arms, kit, and 800 
boxes ofammunition, ‘These Cossacks wero at once sent Hi, by rail to assist in putting down 
the revolutionary disorders which are breaking out all over Transcaspin, Krasnovodsk 
describes these Cossacks as having the No. 1.on their shoulder-straps, which are yellow. 
Askabad adds the information that they are Losghians, Sunni Mussulmans, It is worth 
noting, too, that these Cossacks were brought to Krasnovodsk on one of the all-Mussulman 
steamers, So altogether we are justified in viewing the arrival of these Cossacks 
as another instance of the dangerous Russian policy of playing off Mussulmans against 
Christians, 

2, The next day after their urrival in Askabad these Mussulman Cossacks justified 
the confidence placed in thet by the authoritios by booting down some riotous Russian 
soldiers in the middle of the town. 

8. The mere appearance of a strong party of these Cossacks inthe town of Mery 
put a stop to riots which had tasted two days, ‘These riots were got up by the Mery 
tailwaymnen, who. bogan by murdering the engineer in churge of the Merv. ecetion of 
the railway, 

4, The railwaymen are breaking out everywhere. Samarkand reports that railway 
troops have been sent from Samarkand to supersede the Kokand and Andijan railway. 
‘mon, who have been dismissed for insubordination. 

Both Askabad and Samarkand report that’ a large number of their dismounted 

are spredid all along the railway to prevent its interruption, ‘This is confirmed 
by Chari, who reports arial from both directions of troops apparently employed on 
this duty, 

‘Phe Mouatain Battery tas returned to Samarkand from artillery camp near 
‘Tashkent. ‘The artillery camps near Askabad and Tashkent have partly or entirely 
broken up, and the units are returning to their various stations, 

7, There has heen another robbery of a familiar Russian type, viz., an open attack 
ty an ariel bead ou an Aakabed bank cashied provoodion withr east ualee WNIREY 
escort, Thanks to the cashier's prompt flight to summon assistance, some of the robbers 
were arrested and part of the treasure recovered, ‘Two of the robbers who wore arrested 
were summarily hanged by the military. ‘The Askabad newspaper talks of this affair ax 
being a little surprise arranged by the police for the revolutionaries, but, considering the 
facts of the ease reported by our correspondent, it is difficult to see how this attitude can 
be maintained. 

8, Askabad seems to be fall of bombs, both the newspaper and our correspondents 
deseribe different instances of bombs exploding, apparently accidentally, during the 
night. 

9. ‘To add to the other troubles of the Askabad authorities, an outbreak of cholera 
is feared there, 

10. The Government is trying to get a sound business shipping firm to take over 
and run the Amu Darya flotilla on contract at so much per annum, 

11, Our Patakisir agent also gives some interesting information on the subject of 


























384 


the heavy artillery there, He gives it as his opinion that the Russians will never be 
able to take these heavy siege guns into Afghanistan. n this matter, however, he is 
probably wrong, as experience in South Afriea and Manchuria has proved the possibility 
of taking heavy guns over rough country. 

12, Our Patakisar correspondent gives circumstantial details of the extremely bad 
state of health of the troops there. 











“ Transcaspian Review.” 


Augist 15.—The Government is trying to induce some business firm to take over 
and run-the Amu Darya flotilla on contract terms, M. Batooshkoy, a Volga ship-owner, 
has offered to take up the contract for218,000 roublesa-year. ‘The Government offered 
the Kavkaz Mercury Company as much as half-a-million roubles a-year if they would 
take the flotilla over, but they refused. (This item was kept back from last week’s 
diary for further inquiries HL $.) 

‘August 2%8.—!Two more revolutionaries have been arrested at Samarkand. 

‘The Engineer in charge of the Mery section of the C. A. Railway has been 
murdered, (See Mery report for confirmation of this—H.8.) 

‘A number of escaped conviets from Siberia have been arrested in ‘Tiflis Intely. 

Tn a railway accident near ‘Tiflis three men have been killed and several injured. 
‘Awwo engines and five carringes were badly damaged. 3 

‘Aujust 26,—Cholera. is raging at Astrakhan,and it is feared that it may spread to 
Contral Asin, so Askabad is being cleared up, and othier preparations are being made in 
cease of an outbreak. 

‘Av? Aat, on the night of the 23rd August a violent explosion in the centre of the 
town caused much alarm, x 

‘On the 21st August a band of twelve robbers waylaid the cashier of the Russian 
Chinese Bank as hic was taking some cash out by road. ‘The robbers fired on him with 
Browning pistols, but failed to stop him or to eapture the eash, as the police had wind of 
the matter, and had posted strong parties of police and Cossacks in readiness; three 
robbers were eaptur, (See our \skaad agents full account of this affair, which 
scems more reliable than the newspaper version.—H. S,) 

Myth house af one AKhundor (ia. Askabad) the police have found 21 bombs, 
8 pods dynamite, 53 fuses, and 275 cartridges. wo men were arrested. 




















© Durkestanskiya Vedomosti.! 


August 21.—In ‘Vashkent, Pristay Kabachenko has been most active in searching 
houses, and has found quantities of arms, ammunition, Proclamations, Se. 








Krasnovodsk Reports. 


mor “Haji Toor Khan” arrived (from Baku) with 400 
Cossacks on board, These Cossacks vere fully equipped, having their officers, horses, 
‘ining, Kit, and 300 boxes of reserve ammunition, 

‘hey hud the No. 1 on their shoulder straps. Their shoulder straps were yellow, 
and there was a yellow cloth band round their caps. ‘These are fresh troops from the 
Caneastis; they are not dralts for any corps in the 'Transeaspian area, 

‘August W.—!t'w0.hunilred of the above Cossacks eft for Askabad by rail, with 
their horses, equipment, &., complete, They had three waggon londs of kit with them, 
including the whole of their 800 boxes of ammunition. 

‘August 17-—The other 200 of these Cossacks left by rail B. 

(vo separate reporters at Askubnd and one at Mery report arrival of parties 
‘of these Cossacks. Askabad adds that they are Lesghians, Sunni Mussulmans, sent to 
preserve order. HI. 8) 





August 15. — Whe ste 























Askabad Reports. 


‘August 11.—One wazgon load rice came in by rail from W. 

‘August 13.—During the night & bomb exploded in the court-yard of au Armenian 
house, causing great alarm, but not injuring any one. 

August 14. —Twenty Cossacks with six horses left for Kabka, 





“© Writer notes that this is « special Report only to announce arrival of the Cossacks. 
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August 16.—A strong party of Lesghian Cossacks, who are Sumi 

: pa Le , ni Mi 

about 100 in number, I believe, arrived here by rail from Krasnovodsk See 
horses and kit, ‘They were at once placed on patrol duty in the town, 

A party of ordinary Russian soldiers created a disturbance in the town and stabbed 
a man who tried to prevent them forcing their way into a house, As the soldiers were 
retiring from this finy, a patrol of the mew Lasghian Cossacks appeared on the seene, 
foloved up the soldiers anl at once opened rile fre on then, killing one ant 

<lagiat 18-—Mhity reels came in from W. 

August 19.—There is believed to be a band of 200 desperate revolutionaries he 
who are well supplied with bomb: rho intel Testu noon vate aronOy 
ho ate nell supplied with bombs, and nho inlond to attack the to0ps who ate non 

lugust 20.—Two f I i li 
by mifttat 20—Tvo Indeed men of the 2nd Transeaspian Battalion tet 

August 24,—More than a month ago the railway near ‘Tejend 

; ith ago \l was had x 
by ood, and tins been under repairs ever since, few Lape ay tie maar a 

mk at Askabad left by road with 10,000 roubles in eash to pay the men working there, 
Eight rollers enue after him in four eariages (eight robbers and four drivers, equal to 
clve altogetir, as stated by the nevspaper—H. 8.) aud attacked him, shooting one 
soliier dead with w revolver. ‘The cashier, however, escaped, got buck 10 Askabad, and 
reported the matter so quickly that the police wero able to catch two of the carriages. 
oue with 1,500 soubles and the other with 2,000 roubles in it. With the earnages 
fd their Armenian drivers, vho wore accomplices, of course, they also got two of the 
actual men who made the attack on the east. These ast two, ten, who were 
Seorgians, were summarily lianged near the bi in the centre of the town, ‘N 
fects Sereuununeat arracks in the contre of the tovn. ‘The 

lie number of corps in garrison remains normal (except for th t 

ca lie numb a ; he arrival of the now 
Lesghian Cossacks), but strong parties have been detached from al the infantry corp 
for duty'on the ralvay. | About half the troops ate out in exmp, but the other Tal 
including the Cossacks, field artillery, and some infantry, are in Askabud, f 
































Merv Reports. 


August 15.—(Writer scoms to have antedated his report by one hi 

date shoul probably be the 16th or 17h TSE ee ae MED 
he Merv railwaymen havo murdered theit “ nachalnik'” (chie 0 erento 

such a aistanbanee Cat all the shops were closed for two days, eee eee 

august 16.—This disturbanes continued till a stron 7 

soacligtst 10h r a strong party of about fil 

Cossacks arrived by rail from W. on the 16Mh August ( Trth oF 18th) anil hogan to 

patrol the town; then the disturbance ended, (‘These seem to be some of the new 


Cossacks th di ve 5 
Consac thal arte ash Krasnovoisk on the 15th August; probably more than fifty 














Charjui Reports, 


August 12.—One hundred Transeaspian infant; B, by rail 
ni 1 i ¥y passed through 1, by rail, 
agus 13.—Pifty men of the 2ud ailway Ualalion arrived Seem Sesaetands 
poi igtrt The Persian Consul at Askabad passed through B, by rail en rue for 
August 16,—Fitty men of the 19th ‘Turk i 
ies Mgt 26. Filly men of the 20th ‘uskestan Battalion Jet by steamer for Ke 


August 20,—Fifty soldiers il 
oe aE PSs passed through by rail 1, 








during the night; badges 





Patakisar Reports. 


August 18,—During the last week ty ve.come in’ wil i 
aes nog last week tvo steamers have come in with a quantity of 


6 bow pattern hoy 
200 tones ile aa 
80 pods tned nea. 
100 boxes isu: 
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‘Ascortain number of old pattern heavy guns have been sent back to Tashkent 
(iby rond) since the arrival of that large consignment of new pattern guns last March. 
Arrangements have been made to gradually get rid of all the old pattern heavy guns, 
‘and (o replace them with new pattern heavy guns. 

‘Thee are now over 200 guns of all sorts in Patakisar, « large number of them 
being very heavy guns. 

Te ohvicas that all these heavy guns are not required for the defence of 
Patakisar, ‘There are only. places (emplacements or_ positions?) for about ten, or 
at the outside twenty, fortress guns; and for all operations in the country round here 
only light guns are used. Fete f 

Y mfen these heavy guns must be intended for an invasion of Afghanistan; but t 
think the Russinns will find out their mistake if they try this, as there are no roads fit 
to move such guns on. ‘The country is rough and hilly, suitable only for mountain guis 
and rough carts, i 

‘The strength of the garrison remains as previously reported, but there are only 
about 1,000 men in Patakisar itself, All the rest of the troops are encamped outsile, 
Some distance away, Some are at Darband, where there is @ sanatorium, 

‘There has been much illness among the troops here this year. ae Gan 

‘According to. the Principal Medieal Officer's Report, 164 soldiers of ‘this garrison 
have died in-hospital during the last twelve months. his has been an unusually hot 
tuner, and L believe that every soldier in the place has had n go of fever. Many 
Tiave had bad boils too, 











Samarkand Reports. 


August V1—he Samarkand Mountain Battery has returned from ‘Tashkent. 
‘Thiety-Lovo large eases of gun ammunition that had come in by rail were removed from 
the siation in eight transport carts escorted by infantry. ‘ . 

“August 18—-One himdred and fifty men of the 2nd Railway Battalion left for 
Kokand_ and Andijan with their arms, ammunition, kit, &e, ‘They were going to 
replace. the railwaymen of those two places who have created disturbances and have 
Veen dismissed. “i P 

Provious to this, several smaller parties of railvay soldiers and infantry have left 
Samarkand to occupy other sinaller stations on the railyay where trouble has occurred 
with the railvaymen, Every day partics of the Samarkand garrison parade in full 
nnrehinye order ready to proceed at once to any place on the railway where their services 
‘are required. 

(AIL the above confirms our ‘Tashkent agent's report in last week's diary, in whiely 
Lie stated that Chernayeyo, and presumably the stations between it and Samarkand, 
‘vere occupied by troops from the Samarkand garrison.—H. S.) 

(Signed) H, SMYL, Captain, 
‘Military Altaché. 











Meshed, August 31, 1007, 





(82423) No. 169. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 30.) 





(No, 476.) A 
ir, St. Petersburgh, September 14, 1907. 

1 CALLED on M, Goubastoff yesterday and mentioned to him that information 
had reached Sir ©, Spring-Rice that the Arrangement which had been concluded 
hetween the Governments of Great Britain and Russia in regard to Persia would be 
rendered more acceptable to the Persia Government. if other Governments were 
invited to join in the recognition of the integrity aud independence of that country. 
Talso gave his Excellency the substance of the reply which you proposed to send to 
the above suggestion, and left with him an aide-ménoire, of which I have the honour 
to inclose a copy, se 5 

SL, Goubastoif said that lhe nd heard nothing from M, de Hartwig on the subject, 
and inquired what. steps he should take, I said’ that perhaps he would kindly com- 
municite to M, de Hartwig. the substance of the oidemémoire, and instruct him to 
shape his attitude on that of Sir C. Spring-Rice, ‘This he said he would do. I pointed 


pr 
out to M, Goubastoff that it was desirable to check at once any tendency of the 
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Persian Government to mingle other Governments in the matter of our Arrangement; 

audit seemed to me that an endeavour on the part of that Government to seck to 

confirm our engagements as to the integrity of their country by soliciting the 
endorsement of other Powers was neither courteous nor necessary, 

T have, &. 

(Signed) 









NICOLSON. 















Tnolosure in No. 469, 





Memorandum communicated by Sir A, Nicolson to M. Goubastoff, 






LE Ministre d’Angleterre i Téhérana raison de croire que VArrangemont au sujet 
de la Perse serait rendu plus acceptable au Gouvernement Per Jes deux 
Puissarices consentaient a stassocier aveo Ia Perso pour solliciter Padliésion autres 
Etats i la clause reconnaissant 'indépendance et Vintégrité de co pays, On pense que 
cette démarche serait considérée comme un gage de bonne foi et comme une preye 
du désir des donx Puissances de faire basor Vintégrité dela Perse sur Io droit public, ct 
de ne pas ln faire dépendre de leur bonne volonté. 












_ Le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique se propose de fire savoir an 
Ministre d’Angloterre qu'il doit décourager Vidéo ci-dessus Gnoneée, cur le Gouyerne- 
ment Britannique es qu'une pareille démarche fournirait A d'autres Pais 





un prétexte de s'ingérer dans les affaires Persancs, Sion sadresse au Mi 
il devrait répondre qu'un Arrangement formellement conclu entre les deux Puissan 

jpalement intéressées en Perse, en vue de leur position géographique, devrait 
fuer un gage suffisant, et que le Gouvernement: Britannique enyisagerait ine 
pareillo démarche dela part du Gouvernement Versan comme mottant ea bonne fo 
en doute, 

Te Gouvernement Britamnique serait heureux de savoir si le Gouvernement 
Tmpérial était disposé d’envoyer des instructions identiques son Représontant, 


Saint=Pélersbourg, le 31 Aoi (18 Septembre), 1907. 




















(32431) No. 470. 


Sir A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 









(Received September 30.) 





(No. 485.) 
Sir, St, Petersburgh, September 23, 1007. 

i » mo to-day that the news which he received 
from ‘Tehran was not of a reassuring charactors that the frontier diffeulties were 
causing much agitation in Persia; that the Anglo-Russian Convention was hein 
twisted into a determination of the two Contracting Powors to partition Persia aud 
furthermore there was the provaili throughout the country. 
received from M, Poklowski a. telegrain communi the observations whieh you 
had instructed Sir N. O'Conor to make when apprising the Sublime Porte of ‘the 
contents of the Anglo-Russian Convention, and he entirely agreed with thoir tonor. 
He indeed was of opinion that it might be necessary for the two Governments, to 
exercise very decisive pressure on the Ottoman Government to withdraw their troops 
ial stations 
As regards the Ari 





























n igement respecting Persia, the ebran press was vehement 
against the Convention, and was quite misinterproting its scope and intentions, and 
would cause much mischief. 3 

1 observed to M. Goubastoff that 1 understood from a telegram from Sir ©. Spring- 
ee that the communication made by the Russian and British Ministers to the 
Persian Government, and which apparently had been communicated confidentially to 
the Assembly, had had a calming elfect, and Tdoubted not that in. time the Persians 
would see tliat they were unnecessarily apprehensive, T should hardly think: much 
importance need be attached to the utterances of the ‘Tehran press. When the two 
traditional rivals made peace with each other, there was certain to be an outery in 
Persia that they had! made friends at the expense of what was presumed to have been 
the object of their former rivalries, especially when the familiar Persian policy of 


{1s21) 5G 
















































































888 








lnying one country off against the other had to be abandoned. I had every hepe 
Feet h cime and patience both the Persian Government and the Persian Assembly 
Trauld be brought t0 sce that the Arrangement between the two Contracting Powers 
would work to their own benefit. 

niet mention, in connection with Persia, that on.a previous oecasion M. Goubastof 
nad spoken to me as to what is termed the “Uartwig incident,” and had said thab 
atthe matter had been reported in some German journals, the Russian Minister 
fay Foreign Aifairs had lind no knowledge of any communication between the Russian 
Vrentioncand the Assembly, Ie had telegraphed for information, and, finding that 
Hiaavntter had been geeatly exaggerated, he had given an official denial in the press 
Mi ang." mole” having becn addressed by the Russian Minister to the President of the 
Assembly. his denial was in fiet_ published, though it did_not satisfy the public 
odes ve wording was very guarded and rather involved, anu in fact acknowledged 
Hhat'some commanieation hnd passed, ‘The ““Novoye Vremya” of this morning has 
Hhomg attack upon M. de Hartwig for having overstepped the limits of his position 
aiid acted contrary to diplomatic amenities and usage. 

















Thaye, &. 
(Signed) A. 






NICOLSC 











(82433) No, 471. 


Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey. 


No, 187.) 


iN, 

L REMINDED M. Coubastofl on the 
wonld cause me to. be informed of eoxtain de 
PRuutagt tine for which Thad applied to M. Isvoloky, aud T received a letter. from hit 
tet Mave. the honout to transmit a copy, giving me sone information on the 
OF Mek As the information was, not quite complete, T wrote « private letter 6 
subd ated saying that L should be glad to, kuow if the superintendence exerci 
He the Rasoian Administration over the ine ia question was exercised in confor ty 
yee ag teal arrangement or contract for a fixed pariod, or whether, as in the cate 
aoe eidet upkeep of the Tebran-Meshed Tine, the Persian Government had merely 
dene eithe moitenee to be amndestaken without any explicit arrangement, and 
‘without any. tenn haying been fixed, 

Witla that L presumed that the telegraph line was the property of the Persian 
Govergmont, sho received all che revenues and paid all the expenses, wth the excep- 
Yat tliosw mentioned in his letter of the Sra (1th) instant. 

T rueived a reply, of which [also beg Ieave to transmit a copy, that the 
Porsian Clovormuent hid taeitly consented fo the Russian Adipinistration undertaking 
Hee pkeap without specifying any tem of years, and that the Tine was the property of 
that Governmen 





(Received! September 30.) 





St, Petersburgh, September 21, 1907. 
rd instant that I should be grateful if he 
‘ls regarding the Meshed-Seistan 






































1 























Tha 
(Signed) 






aM. NICOLS( 





—— 







Inclosure 1 in No. 471. 










M. Goubastoff to Sir A, Nicolson. 





Dassauleun, Suint=Pélersboury, te 3 (16) Septembre, V0 
he A youre lettre en date dit 21 Aodt (3 Septembre), je m'empresse de 
Yenseignements que vous avez bien youl me 
Iéclied—Seistan, 

Veuillez, &e. 

<u) GOUBASTOFF. 





le 


~ parvenit sons ee pli Te 
jane telégraphique de 





yous 
demandter sur la 








si 


















SS 
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Tnclosure 2 in No, 471. 
Note by M. Goubastoff. 


Lioxe Télégraphique de Méched-Scistan, 
Etendue de la Hine de— 
‘Méched h Seintan 
Meched & Kat 
Khat a Sestan 


Nombre de s 













Titre Mele et Shinn (Méched, Kha, 
Entre Mécbed et Khaf_ Sarees 4 
tate Klat 5 

ve ieanien 


1 at 
Th Lempliyé, 
¥o outre, 20 goulams (sor toute I'étendue de la ligne Méched-Seistan), 


Fras do earations (par an) 
pppehos aaeneraapine cups aa yen 





Tnclosure 8 in No, 471. 


M, Goubastoff to Sir A, Nicolson, 





M. V'Ambassader i? 

a Anibassat wan ia Saint-Pétersbourg, le 7 (20) Septembre, 1907. 
ee Rilo a pee que vous avez bien voulu miadresser le 4 courant, je 
uveupresse de vous fire savoir que tout comme Ta sureillanco de a igne ‘Téhéran— 

é 3 nistration Anglaise saus formalités, qnelvonue 
‘un terme défini, le Gouvernement Pers: édé tacil PT Atuaineecation 
Tage aeti aes Tae nes a concédé tacitu consensu \ Administration 
contrat y relatif efit été conclu. La ligne constitue, commo vous le dites, la propriété 
on 4 




















_ Veuillez, &o, 
(Signé) GOUBASTORY 





(32436) No. 472, 


oo ee A, Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Septemb r 30.) 
ee ; F St, Petersburgh, September 
specs SEED 3 Goubastlf this afternoon wheter he I Aleatvedl iy Sereiet 
pci interest in respect tothe diflelties on the Tureo-Persian frontier either from 
Grnsantoope or Tehran, 1 ad tha Sir ©. Spring ie hn reported hat the 
Agiiation at Tehran was assiming rather serious proportions in consequence of the 
Tovkidh curcnenents and indeed, that Chere was some rk lst tis agian should 
I direte agains the Shah, who vas being suspected in some quarters of bing in 
M. Goubastoff said that he had received 
e as ‘reosived a telegeam from M, Zi 
oe ae Hat Wea PORaivoult HOieol forthe ie 
sh, ) positions, es, M, Goubastolt 
of opinion that a high tone shouldbe taken with the Sub ine Baris UK TIRE the 
Ottoman Goverment should be given to understand that they epuld mot eontinus to 
at as they were doing. 1 said that Sir N. O'Gonor was doing is utnost (Sues 
blime Porte to withdraw their troops, and. T pre 5 
{0 fale ojeration of is Russi Glee ME ia TER ae 
agar to increased pressure being placed on the Ott y 
T subsequently heard at the Ministry for For ies dant AE te Tete 
aa ard at Foreign Affairs that M. de Mantwig 
Aelograpied that "hp ‘Larkin authoritiss lial sel franly that tley ua’ abe 
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advantage of the condition of affais in Persin to assort their possession of loealtieg 
MiTEn hey. eonsidered should by xight belong to Turkey, but that they had not 
encroached on Persian territory proper. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) ‘A. NICOLSON. 








[82658] No, 473. 
‘Sir C. Spring-Rice to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received September 30.) 





(No. 282.) F 
(elegraphio.) ‘Tehran, September 30, 1907. 
“EX my opinion present moment is inopportune for applying for renewal of 


‘ologeaph Connessions, . Government cannot negotiato without consent of Assembly, 
Thode shepicions might be excited by demand following hard upon publication of our 
Agreoment with Russia, as i ; 
Mnvcovor, present Minister for Foreign Affairs is personally hostile to us, while 
inofnal politica! situation is very confused and possibly eritical, 
Unt conditions are more favourable, I should prefer to postpone action. 
Referonce is fo your telegram No, 190 of the 27th instant, 



























(82294) No, 474. 
Foreign Office to India Office 


Bir, Foreign Office, September 30, 1007. 

WITAE reference to your letter of the 15th July last, relative to the payment of 
the interest on British loans in Persia, Lam directed by Secretary Sir Edward Groy to 
transmil to you herewith copy of « telegram from His Majesty's Minister at Pebran,® 
giving sn account of the present position of the matter and requesting. instructions 
Bing es he sliould adilress an official communication to the Persian Government 
Inquiring why the proceeds of the Bushive customs have buen diverted to other purposes 
and the interest of the loans left, unpaid. 

Tam to state that Sir E. Grey would be gl 
Mx, Socretary Morley’s: wishes as fo the reply wh 
Spring-Rice's inquiry. 























1 to receive an expression of 
h should be returned to Sir C. 











Tam, &e. 
(Signed) | LOUIS MALLU! 
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APPENDIX, 

















(22160) No. 17*. 
India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received July 5.) 


Sir, India Office, July 4, 1907, 

IN reply to your letter of the 19th ultino,as to the improvement of the telegraphic 
communication between Mohammerah and Burope, T am directed hy Mr. Secretary 
Morley to inclose copy of a Secret letter from the Government of India, dated the 














Oth May, reviving the suggestion that the Mohammerah~Ahwaz-Borasjun line should be 
Drought under British control. A note by the Director-in-chief of the Tado-European 


no, ov the subject is inclosed. 
) of the note, whether the connec! 





‘Telegraph Department, dated the 17tu ul 

Tt appears doubtful, from paragraph 
Potween Mohammeral and Fao, suggested in the despatch No. 93 from His Majesty’s 
‘of the 4th May, would, apart from the objections pointed out in 
jer’s letter of the 13th February, be worth making unless the line from 
Mohammerth to Borasjun was in efficient working order, But it is stated in the 
despatch that the Persian Government cannot he expected to provide the necessary, 
funds for this 
































ces, it seems to Mr, Morley that if anything is to be done it 

of bringing the Mohammerah=Borasjin line under the control 
OF the Indo-European Telegraph Department, as recommended by the Government of 
Tndia, by some such arrangement as is suggested by Mr. Kirk. 

“the political advantages of such an arrangement, if it can be effected, are 
anquestionables and if Sir dward Groy thinks it expedient to. give offect to. the 
proposal, Mr. Morley ywould be prepared to submit to the Council of India that half 
Tacost! should be borne by Indian revenues, the British Treasury earing the 
other half. 

Roforv, however, the matter is considered further, it seems desirable to ascertain 
prospect of the Persian Government agreeing in progent circum- 
irther privileges to foreigners. 

Tam, & 


(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


should be in the direct 























whether there is any 











Tuclosure 1 in No. 17%. 


Government of Inia to Mr. Morley. 





















of His Majesty" Juws been drawn on several occasions 
nce wising at Av nih from the inefficient’ manage- 
sting Borasjun-Ahwaz-Mohammerah line by the Persian authorities, 
J wvas submitted in 1902 by His Britannic Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran 
to te Indo-Buropean Telegraph Department. ‘The Mukhbar 
‘tiated this proposal, as he was anxious to relieve himself of the 

jaintenarice of the line, 
Government eventually decided, however, that the proposal should 
from commercial point of view, the working of the Tine by the 
‘tient would be unprofitable; aud an alters 
stiggestion was made to the effeet. that means might be found of placing Mobius 
jn commusication with the Turkish telegraph system through an office 16 be openedt 
the Fao-Bu fine, which rons along the bank of the Shatt-cl-Arab opposite 
ohammerah. 

4. We accordingly addre 
ed him to favour us with his opinion on a scheme wh 


























His Maj 
not be pursued, a: 
Tado-European Telegraph Dep 






















sed Sir \. Hardinge on the subject in September 1905, 
ich seemed to us likely to 
5H 











and 






































be tal 


same 





prevent the incre 
5, Tn vie 





on 










by His 
4, Prom th 

appear that this 

comneetion 












condition of thy 










reyennes: 










that of the M 









cunploy' 





The 










‘our special inter 
hy us in that p 































(Coutiontial) 
WITH refer 


Have: thie hon 





overcome the difficulty, namely, that th 
mn over by the Indo-Buropean 
opposite Fao, when: 
installation, | Mr. G 


ice connection could. 


be opposed by the 8} 


rol 
matter, and we shortly 
ing to ascertain whether the 


We have not heart the result of 
the Porte on tho subject, and it se 
jesty’s Government, 
conrespondlen 
ssult is Iutrdly to be regretted, 
nrope would be dearer vid Turkish than vi 











ie cyphor messages 
io the political and coun 
ngs PA se Ce 
juoy secin suitable may be taken by His Majesty's Government to 
Govoriment to improve its management. Tn support of our 
fully vleaw attention to the fact that the 
forins one of the securit 











Ab the same time we desire to 
dy Major Cox. that th 
tikew over by the Ind 
Ti is possible th a 
this siguestion, for, four preseut eontrol of th 
Hied-Svistan one, it will probably be found « 
ctively by tolographists. tr 
Lon the for 





nor Will thus perhaps be set fre for work ek 
uot of country thronigh 

of great Importance, antl 

us bute intorests there, 
‘of the Tndo-Rurop 
Mealjliss, and we gathor th 
1 the south, have 








Iv is con 










bo open with the P 
nitionsy as. suggest 
dated the 17th April, 1007. 









392 











of which we forward a copy here 
yee, as Captain Lorimer 











y the Turkish line, Hai 
attaching to the 
sk whether s 





@ not accepted 
ial disadvantages 
sian line, we venture to 




















ed our agreement with the opi 























tnd 





, and) the Indo-Europe 


1 the Mohammeral-Borasji 
iiazed telegraph Hine would be 

hat the working of the line 
i ‘Telegraph Department would 
the Ts 









we 








pposey 





won asked uot to oppose Cor 


conveniently 
ment on the sul 











We have, & 
(Signed) MINTO. 
KITCHENER, 








he land line from Ahwaz to Mohammerah should 
Telegraph Department and continued to a point 
be made with Fao either by cable or by wireless 
‘rant Duff, in replying, approved the scheme generally, but at the 
mo warned us that avy proposal to effect reforms of any kind in Pe 
ah and the Grand Vizier, whose idea of government 
sage of foreign influence in Persia. . 
Mr, Grant Dai’s opinion we decided to take no further steps in the 
‘ftorwards learnt that His Majesty's Government were 
Turkish Goverment, would be likely, to 
‘iitertain. a. proposal for the opening of a telegraph office on the Fao-Bussora | 
@ to Moliammerah, and for the delivery of snessages to that port by boat service. 
ny inquiries that may have been addressed to 
s probable that the scheme has beew abandoned 


cluded in any negotiations that may 
aewal of the Telegraph 
No. 78 to the Foreign 





in would 


was to 





ine 





n offices, and 


regard, 


disorganized 
ich measires as 
iduce the Persian 
quest we would r 
come from this antl other telegraph lines 
os for the loan made to the Persian Goyeniment from Indian 





pect- 


expressed 


Mliwwe-Borasjun line work sati ly until it is 
Buuropean ‘Volo 
His Majesty's Ge to recon 





Tine passes is 
ble support 
he well-known 
by th 

ily recognized 
essions sought 
which is to be regarded, after the conclusion of the 





H. ERLE RICHARDS. 


BE, N. BAK 





Tnelosume 2 in No. 17". 








Major Cor to Government of India. 


Bushire, March 16, 
zi Departmout indorsement dated the 25th May. 
4 communication from His Majesty's Vie 












1907. 
1906, 1 
Consul 
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in Arabistan, in which he draws attention to certain points connected with the question 
of the improvement of the telegraph service with Ahwaz and Mohammerah, 
Captain Lorimer points ont— ; 











(2) That connection 
offices. 


(G,) That private cypher messages are not accepted by the ‘Tu 
they are on the Persian system. 


ith Europe would be cheaper via Persian than vid Turkish 





ish line, whereas 


His observations are to the point, and I therefore communicate them to the 
Government of India ; but, with reference to his concluding paragraph, T fear that the 
Ahvaz-Borasjun line’ will never work satisfactorily unless it be taken over by the 
Indo-European Telegraph Department, 

Tam forwarding a copy of the correspondence to His Majesty's 
for information, under to-fay’s date. 











ister at Tehran, 








Tnelosure 3 in No, 17%, 


Cap 





Loricier to Major Cox. 


A Ahwas, February 1, 19k 

1 HAVE the honour to refer to a correspondence ending, as far as this Ollice is 

concerned, with my letter dated the 15th February, 1905, relating to the question of 

g seliabl telegraphic communication with Alva, 

2, The occasional opportunities which have occurred during recent months of 
raphic messages to England via Borasjun have called attention toa point 

consideration whieh has not, I think, been previously noticed. 










































point worthy of not 
office at Pao, while thoy 
nessages from, say, AhN 
office as ones from Bussorah do Tam uncertai 
4. I think reference to these two points should’ he added to, the file on the subject, 
ine should over come for tiking siction on the decisions already arriyell at 
Tmnderstand that with these two drawbacks in existence the commercial coun nity. 
would prefora Buropean-run line vid Borasjim to one vidi Pao, 

Tn spite of alisli-kuowing operators, the Persian Tines are, for all pruetical 
purposes, alinost as useless as before, being uswilly out of working order, 


pred 
purely Persian Hine 
68 through 




























Tnclosure 4 in No. 17%, 


Note on Proposal that the Indo-European Telegraph Departinent should obtain chinge 
of the Mokammerak—Borasjun Telegraph Line, 


THE. Goveram 









t of India consider that, until the line from 













PHE, Iiumucral to 
Borasjun is taken okey Mette Eaope ‘Velegraph Department, it will never work 
satisfactorily, ‘They ask that, in consideration of the politieal and commercial dis- 
advantages attaching to the disorganized condition of the existing 


rsian linw, suel 





measures as may seem st 





table aay he 

















took interest in telegraphic 
three mites by which this communication could readily 
mez 





intercommunication, there 
be carried on at the present 


(1) Tho most northern of these i 
y this route would give the mest din 
Tehran, ‘The Turks have brought their line to Bachkaléh, ne; 
Persians appear not to have taken 








the one know 
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ines. ‘The Turks evidently intended that this gap 
tat Bar seal, as they have notified a transit rato for messages by the Bachlcalch 
route, 5 pening the route presumably rests with the Persians. |The 
Toute oo Teclor of the Indo-European, Telegraph Company has informed me 
Managing iat, owing to the danger that this route might come under control of 
Honea ee Company, is. teying to come to an arrangement sith the Persian 

io Gorman ME anater the charge of the section to it, The Company would thet 
fomplete the ling to, the, Porsian frontier and connect it with the ‘Turkish telezraph 
ounplcte tHe coupany is propared 10 pay, to-a reasonable extent, for the Concession 





5 Wyetween the 

























it wants. ws 3 i 
12.) ‘The seeoud toute for intereomininieation between Persia and Turkey is the 


one 4. Klinik, avhich may be called. the contral route on the frontier of the two 
oie a toge he Persian section of the Tine is at present worked in 











un inefficient 
{ithe Deisian olegraph Administration, but, according fo the Telegraph Com 
Fea eostig the. Indo-European, Telegraph Department at any tite, “This 
nt, however, Woulll cea: 925 under present arrangements, unless 

pee ce the transfor of the control of the line to the Germans is blocked 
























neitlier country appears to have 
‘¢ connection between the towns, 
y and Mohammneraly, in. Persin, 
rk. its line from 
Possibly the route might commend itself to the 
uid work the lines for the Persian Govern- 
recount, as well as for commercial and 





(By) The thi 
Tradl any, desire to doy 
whieh Tieigome 20 anil 
he adoption of tho rout 
Horasjun to Molanuncrah efficiently 
Giouinuns, and they might offer to take ove 
hient Ee would perhaps be advisable on this 
{ine politieal reasons, to ohtaiii from the Persian, Go it permsion for 
Feat pottavaped Toteyraplh Departnent vo couttol the Mohamunerah-NhywazTorasjun, 
MMe At aw wey fk nos controle the line betweeon!'Tehron auc Meshed, There appears 
Fr yt fat Caommun influence is nt work to.obtain, control o€ soe effective 
Hate biween Turkey and Persia for Gorman telegraph wastwards, and it 
ant auon sound poticy’ that-any such routes should be eh sit is in our 
powar to arrange this. 

3, It has to be woted that the control of 
fur raplh Departiient is one that ¢ 
Porsiv Te neems very de 
Hopartinent isto. pay: for puttinss 
frou Moline to Aba 
ws, that there should be ‘clause in the Agreement. Govern= 
Tiviliit dexpatch state that the question of taking over the control of 

ape he conveniently included in the negotiations that may be 
i Government on the subject of the renew 
Conventions, Should this he dono, it would seem, desirable 
Malmunnueraly-Toriajui section shoul Ie obtained for the full 
Conventions may be renew 
1. IF the control of 








in and We 
















































Borasjun, 





ynent of hud 
Vines might 






























Molauimonii-Borasjun ling ts obti 
Jong before dt is nado to-work-effierontly, When this is bre 
Hitiwult to show to the Murkish and Persian Governmer 
J he to: telegraphic ¢ fon between the two eo 
1 Thimsoraly and Mohamiwraly, ‘This connection is Known 10 be 

phic communication 
value was recognized, thi 
tl the Fao telegraph office 





it about, it ought vot 
the advantage there 





hot 
iy dive coninereial communities of the twa towns, Shout t 
















Ho cstablished hetween the two towns, and when 
Tigemient anigght pertiaps be proposed af ds 
‘Htowetlieny iE thine should be-ho politieal ob time to. this course being 
Aitopte “Phe proposal might be to renoge the Busbire cable's Inning place Erin ae 
aera: porut iy Devekin terpitory:at the Gulf end of the Tslauil of Abadan, | Evom 
He Hons Hid Tine srould! be required, some 10 miles in length, to 
Feel Phe Heitsheeontralled office at Mohanmerah wonkl then be: 
rain to eeehange all twa, whether local or international, with the MMeKieh othe 
Bussorah The + cost of maintaining: their offiee at Fo. 
ye halldiuge tore is iu a very dilapidated state, and although the ‘Purkish Government 
Me Alors 1e build «neve office, that does not necessarily mean that anything 
‘Tao ia an unhealthy station. situated in a swamp, and as far as the 
Aq ctathis convened it would be well iF the telegraph ofice thers were 
i taatment, pays about LOM rupees aemonth in establishment charges 


























































at Fao, and probably half of this would b i 

Fn, 9 bly halt of this pe saved by moving to Mohamm 
ee ee 
forty-five to fifty messages on an average por diew pass between Bushire and Pho, Tt 












ia. ou ; 
i tue tnt for messages thot would pas throught Mohamnerah from and to the 
stations and beyond the Persian Administration could claim a transit 





charge, which is not paid on similar moss i 
{ pail on similay messages nov transmitted through Fao. |B 
arrangement. to relinquish this charge wi Sabai pivots 
enuent sh this charge might probably be brought about 2 
coleession with respect to transinitting Persian trafic bet ee ana Gin era 
Sone wing Pasian tafe betiveen Buse an Molar 
5. Should it be arranged for the landing. plac i 
eta : 1 place of the Bushire cable to be at the 
Gulf ead of te Abad Ilan, would be a sutable point fn Tua a ab 
Rowe ifthe necessity fr this eomneeton arose. eae 
he Persian Government give a contribution of 15,000 krans (about 2 
A x : 15, bout 2661, 
forthe maintenance of the Meshed telegraph line. Tn any ASerailee 
be come to fr th tne ofthe Molmmorth Horan i toe Indo-European 
‘eegap Departmen the Persian Goveranent sould be require i posible praise 
bution to ls the upkeep of the line, and also: yinent o| 
SESH REARS RCC REE Ie ae 
cd for the line to be brought under British 
d have again expressed their wish that this ane 
the Gave i sed the at this should b 
eit be deided that. this taste should he yanght abou she weal See 
Haina peetodsta is chat'te alas sore et Ranies Werestop nae ty rae 
: hat is power to further the acceptance by the Pers 
(Govorninent ot-the pFoposd), os) ho, batt may Sti Tesoat ta ays 
u | sil, as the bad management of the line is know “ 
TTeuut Uavatrepae rath) Gororamenven tie NacrayTeleesioh MeCN 


(Signed) -H. A. KIRK, 













































June V7, 1907. 
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